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Pentecost and the Birth of the Church 
Objective: 
· The work of the Holy Spirit in the Church 

Memory Verse: 

“And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them” (Acts 2:2-4). 

References 

· The essays of H. H. Pope Shenouda III and his sermons on the Holy Spirit 

· “The Church in the Days of the Apostles,” Bishop Youannis 

· “Studies and Contemplation on the Great Feasts - Part 2,” Bishop Bemin 

· “The Father’s Promise,” Virgin Mary’s Church, Fagala 

Introduction 


The disciples lived with Jesus and great hope filled their mind. They were waiting for the day when Jesus would reign over the earth and establish an earthly kingdom. When they saw the multitude surrounding Him, they believed that their hopes would soon be achieved. Palm Sunday witnessed the summit of their joy, but soon their dreams faded when Jesus was taken from them to be judged, crucified, and killed on the cross. They were obliged, because of this, to escape and hide and when they wanted to meet, they met in secret in an upper room; in their grief and distress, they forgot that Jesus used to tell them that He would leave the world. This did not mean the end of His work among the people. On the contrary, it meant the beginning of completing this work on a sound basis, and that His going does not mean defeat but the beginning of victory for the kingdom of God in this world. They forgot that He had said, “And I will pray to the Father, and He will give you another Counselor, to be with you for ever, but the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have sad to you” (John 14:16,26). 

Lesson Outlines: 

The glorious Resurrection then Ascension 

Then came the glorious resurrection, and Jesus appeared to them many times but He appeared in the glorified flesh of resurrection. The form and image was exactly the same, but He entered their room while the doors were closed. He entered suddenly and disappeared suddenly. Later on, they knew that their teacher was the Eternal Son of God. Their old feeling which was full of love and respect mingled with reverence, awe and worship. After forty days, the disciples witnessed the departure of their Beloved calmly. We expected a great grief and sadness, but after His ascension to heaven, they went back to Jerusalem in great happiness. They knew that although He went up to heaven, yet He would be with them forever. 

The Day of the Pentecost 


The Pentecost was near. It was a great feast in Israel. It came after fifty days from the Passover. It was also a harvest feast, which was celebrated with joy. Jerusalem was crowded with pilgrims coming from all parts of the world to share the joys of the feast. In the middle of these celebrations, there was a small group of men and women gathering in the upper room, speaking of their memories and what happened in the near past, and they were waiting for the promise of Jesus. They were praying all the time. The day of the Pentecost came and the small group was still in the upper room, and suddenly something splendid took place: “Suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, and one sat upon each of them” (Acts 2:2-4).

The pilgrims gathered before the temple, asking about the cause of the sound they heard. Among those people stood the disciples, speaking to them about Jesus and giving proofs that He was the Messiah whom their fathers were waiting for. It was strange that each of them heard a disciple speaking his language; all the people wondered and said to one another, “What does this mean?” But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine” (Acts 2:12,13). 

Three thousand believed 


Here, St. Peter stood up among the people. He was filled with courage and zeal (Acts 2:14-36). St. Peter, who denied Christ seven weeks before and said to the maid, “I do not know Him,” stood now without fear before thousands of people, announcing his faith in Christ and calling them to believe in Him. This was the work of the Holy Spirit. It was the Holy Spirit that gave courage to him, and it was He that gave the disciples the gift of speaking several languages without prior learning. It was not St. Peter who spoke, neither the disciples. It was the Holy Spirit that spoke in them. That is why the speech was effective. The Scripture says, “They were cut to the heart and said, ‘What shall we do?’ And Peter said to them, ‘Repent and be baptized and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’ They received His word with joy, and they were baptized; there were added that day about three thousand souls” (Acts 2:37-39).

The fruits of the Holy Spirit 


The day of Pentecost was a glorious day in the history of humanity. On that day, the Holy Spirit rested on the disciples, their eyes opened and they were filled with heavenly power that was not in them before. They no longer worked alone, but the Spirit of God worked in them and with them. 

1. The Holy Spirit gave them courage: On the day when Lord Jesus was crucified, they were frightened; each one of them ran away and hid himself in a certain place. They met in secret far away from people, but now they speak in public and face the multitude with courage; they held the people responsible for crucifying Christ. Was that a result of incidental courage? No, but God was there in them. The Holy Spirit worked in them and gave them the words they spoke to people, chiefs and kings. Wasn’t this what Jesus said to them? “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses” (Acts 1:8). 

2. The Holy Spirit filled their hearts with love: Another change occurred to all believers. Love filled their hearts towards one another. Selfishness disappeared and they became one heart. “Now the company of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things which he possessed was his own, but they had everything in common” (Acts 4:32). That was strange; people of all classes joined the Church, rich and poor, educated and ignorant; all of them were filled with love and became one. The Holy Spirit filled their hearts, so they loved one another. He who had gave to him who had not. No one thought of himself; each one thought of the others. “There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them and laid at the apostles’ feet, and distribution was made to each as any had need” (Acts 4:34,35). 

3. The Holy Spirit filled their life with joy: They were happy to have that new life of fellowship in the Holy Spirit who united them in one group. “And day by day, attending the temple together, and breaking bread in their homes, they partook of food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people” (Acts 2:46,47). In fact, the day of Pentecost is a glorious day in the history of the Church. It is her birthday indeed. The spirit worked, taught, established and supported. “And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47). The Holy Spirit inspired them with the Spirit of testimony and preaching in the whole world. They bore witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus from the dead and called for repentance, preparing the hearts to receive the kingdom of God and waiting the second glorious coming of Christ. 

Review Questions: 

· Why do we call the day of Pentecost the Church’s birthday? 

· Why did the Holy Spirit rest on the disciples fifty days after the Resurrection? 

· Why doesn’t the day of Pentecost events take place every year up till our present day? 

· Why didn’t people restore the one world language as the case was before building the Tower of Babylon, so that each one can understand the other in his language? Answer: Because the language of understanding between people is now the language of love; Love is the language spoken by all and understood by all. 

· Jesus had told His disciples about the heavenly power... the Holy Spirit that would rest on them, each them and strengthen them. Quote the following verses then put the words of Jesus on one side and evidences on the other side: Acts 3:6-8, Acts 2:3,4, Acts 2:33, John 14:16,17, John 14:12,13, John 15:26. Just arrange the texts opposite each other. 

Conclusion: 


The spirit gave the disciples power in their service, warmth in preaching and effectiveness in preaching. We are now in great need of the effectiveness of the Spirit; how can we attain this effectiveness? Through prayers, unity, obedience to the commandment, holiness, and practicing the Sacraments with the spirit of godliness. 

Applications: 

· Arrange a spiritual retreat for your class, where they can be together in one spirit similar to the disciples in the upper room.
· Pick up the following verses and write the proofs that were in St. Peter’s sermon in Chapter 2 of the Acts of the Apostles: Joel 2:28-32, Psalm 16:18-11, Psalm 132:11, Psalm 110:1. 

· Try to choose verses, situations and evidence to show the following attributes of the Church of the Apostles that was established on the day of Pentecost:
· It is a Church of prayer, fasting and worship. 

· It is a Church of fellowship, brotherhood and oneness of heart. 

· It is a Church of rejoicing and peace. 

· It is a Church of truth and righteousness. 

· It is a Church of suffering and persecutions. 




The Holy Spirit in the Church of the Apostles(
By H.H. Pope Shenouda III

The descending of the Holy Spirit was the beginning of the work of the Christian Church. The Lord Jesus Christ started forming the Church when He chose the twelve apostles and sent them out (Matthew 10:1-16). He also appointed seventy others whom He also sent out (Luke 10:1-20), with separate groups of His beloved ones and disciples. Even though He appointed the apostles, He allowed them to start preaching only after the descending of the Holy Spirit upon them. This great occurrence was the point of great conversion in the beginning of preaching on the largest scale.

[image: image1.png]The Holy Spirit was the One who gave the necessary power for the work of preaching. The sending of the Holy Spirit was a promise from the Lord (John 14:26, 15:26, 16:7), however, despite this He said to them, "Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high" (Luke 24:29). Where will this power come from? He said to them regarding this, "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me" (Acts 1:8).


The Spirit of God was essential to them for they could not work without Him. The Holy Spirit worked with them in preaching and teaching. They waited according to the Lord's command. Their previous preparation for service which lasted more than three years did not dispense them of the Holy Spirit and His work in and with them. Perhaps these ten days which they waited were days of prayer and hope, from the heart, in preparation for the coming work.

How did the Holy Spirit descend?

1. The Holy Spirit descended upon them in the shape of tongues of fire. The result was that, "they were all filled with the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:4). They spoke the tongues of all the nations gathered on that great day (people from about 15 nations), speaking about the glories of God (Acts 2:9-11). St. Peter spoke and the result was that the audience were cut to the heart, accepted the words with joy; three thousand were baptized on that day (Acts 2:37,41).

2. Thereafter, they granted the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands, just as had occurred to the people of Samaria; the Bible says that the apostles sent Sts. Peter and John to them, "who when they had come down prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit...Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit" (Acts 8:15,17). Likewise with the people of Ephesus, as the Book of Acts of the Apostles states, "And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied" (Acts 19:6).

3. The Holy Spirit was then granted by the Holy Anointment. This is because there was no opportunity for the laying on of hands by the apostles after the spread of Christianity in many countries. Therefore, Christianity used what is now known as the Holy Myron (Chrism). Saint John the Apostle alluded to this anointment by saying, "But you have an anointing from the Holy One... (1 John 2:20) and, "But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you..." (1 John 2:27) (Also see 2 Corinthians 1:21).

4. As for the priesthood, the apostles received this through the Holy Breath. The Lord Jesus Christ breathed on them, "...and said to them, Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained" (John 20:22,23). 


Thus, the Holy Spirit who was in them forgave or retained sins through them. The apostles then granted the Holy Spirit through the sacrament of priesthood by the laying on of hands. Here we remember the saying of Saint Paul the Apostle to his disciple Timothy, the bishop of Ephesus, "Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands" (2 Timothy 1:6). He also said to him regarding the ordination of others, "Do not lay hands on anyone hastily nor share in other people's sins" (1 Timothy 5:22).


We can also see in the sending of Barnabas and Saul that, "...having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away. So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia..." (Acts 13:3,4). Therefore, by the laying on of hands they were sent by the Holy Spirit. Likewise in the ordination of the seven deacons, "whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them" (Acts 6:6).


In this way we can see that the laying on of hands was accompanied by certain prayers, which are presently the rites of ordination. We can also see that the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples from God directly, as there is none higher than them to whom He may grant the Holy Spirit. They became, "...stewards of the mysteries of God" (1 Corinthians 4:1). They became stewards of God who then granted the Holy Spirit with the laying on of their hands and their prayers, as in the ordination of bishops, priests and deacons; or by the laying on of hands initially and then by anointing, as with granting the Spirit to the believers in general. In this way, the Spirit who is in them is transferred to others in the way that we mentioned.


At present we practice the Sacrament of the Holy Myron (Chrism), or the Sacrament of Anointing, after Baptism. During the rites of this sacrament, we anoint the child with the Myron (Chrism) on many parts of his body, and we also lay the hand on his head and breathe in his face, saying to him, "accept the Holy Spirit..." With respect to ladies, the bishop can lay his hand on the woman's head with prayers to accept the Holy Spirit and anoints the visible parts of her body such as her head and hands.


The Feast of Pentecost 
The Coming of the Holy Spirit(
Reference:       Acts 2; John 14:15-31 

Golden Verse: 

"The Spirit Himself makes intercession for us."  Romans 8:26
Lesson Goals: 

1. The Holy Spirit in our life 

2. The Holy Spirit in the Church 

Lesson Notes: 

3. We could receive the Holy Spirit 

a) The Mysteries 

b) Prayer 

c) The Holy Bible (the Word of God) 

4. Fruits of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5): 

a) Love 

b) Joy 

c) Peace 

d) Patience 

e) Kindness 

f) Goodness 

g) Faithfulness 

h) Gentleness 

i) Self-control 

5. The role of the Holy Spirit in our life: 

a) Teacher and reminder (John 14:26) 

b) Intercessor for us (Romans 8:26) 

c) Comforter and counselor (John 14: 26) 

d) Sanctifies (I Corinthians 6:11) 

e) Guides us to the truth (I John 4:1-6) 

f) Source of wisdom (I Corinthians 2:6-11) 

g) Helper in need (Luke 12:8-12) 


NAME: ____________________________
first                                                  last                                           .
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Verse to memorize:   

	And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them.

Acts 2:2-4


1) Why did the disciples return joyful after the Lord’s ascension to heaven, even though He had left them?

2) Why do we call the day of Pentecost the Church’s birthday? 
3) What does the word “Pentecost” means in Hebrew? Explain

4) Prove that the Holy Spirit was the One working through the disciples after Pentecost:
5) Contrast between the tongues on Pentecost and during the incident of the Tower of Babble:
( http://www.coptichymns.net/module-library-viewpub-tid-1-pid-547.html


( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA, U.S.A.
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