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St. Luke the Apostle 

Objective: 

· To learn about the life of St. Luke 

· To choose one of his virtues as an example in our lives 

Memory Verse: 

“It seems good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all the things from the very first, to write to you.” (Luke 1:3) 

References: 

· Coptic Synaxarium, Vol. 1 – 22nd day of the month of Babah 

· “Introduction to the Gospel of St. Luke and Acts,” The New Open Study Bible 

· “The Explanation of the Gospel of St. Luke,” by Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty 

· The Applied Explanation of the Bible 

Introduction: 


St. Luke is one of the seventy apostles who wrote the Gospel of St. Luke and the Book of Acts. He was a Greek physician and thus was the only gentile who contributed to the New Testament. His name appears only three times in the New Testament, in Colossian 4:14, 2 Timothy 4:11 and Philemon 24. 

Lesson Outlines: 


St. Luke wrote the Gospel of St. Luke with the compassion and warmth of a family physician. He also cared about the details of the stories. He cared about showing the perfect humanity of the son of Man, Jesus Christ. St Luke documented the chronology of Jesus Christ’s ancestry, birth and earthly life before moving carefully and chronologically through His earthly ministry. Six of the miracles of Jesus Christ were mentioned only in the gospel of St. Luke. These include catching great fish while calling of the first disciples (Luke 5:1-11), raising the widow’s son (Luke 7:11-16), healing a crippled woman (Luke 13:10-17), healing the man who had dropsy (Luke 14:1-6), cleansing the ten lepers (Luke 17:11-19), and healing the ear of the servant of the high priest (Luke 22:49-51). The Gospel of St. Luke was probably written around 60 AD.


Similarly the book of Acts is also written with many details to cover the last recorded words of Jesus Christ, “the Great Commission,” to the men and women who took that commission seriously and began to spread the news of the risen Savior to the rest of the world. St. Luke was a close and faithful follower of St. Paul on many of his trips. So, he was an actual eyewitness of chapters 13-28 of the Book of Acts. It is also likely that he had opportunities to interview key witnesses in Jerusalem, like Sts. Peter and John, regarding the events recorded in Acts 1-12. The Book of Acts was written sometime between 62 AD and the middle of the second century. 


Both the Gospel of St. Luke and the Book of Acts were written to a friend of St. Luke named Theophilus, who was a gentile. Acts 1:1 refers Theophilus to the former account, which is the Gospel of St. Luke. 


After the martyrdom of St. Peter and St Paul, St. Luke went through Rome, preaching the word of God. Gradually, the people who worshipped idols and some of the non-believing Jews rose against him and went and told Nero, the Emperor of Rome, about his teaching. Before being captured, St. Luke gave his books to a fisherman and told him that these would lead him to God’s way. Nero captured him, placed him in prison and ordered that his hand, which wrote the books, be severed from his body. However, St. Luke miraculously was able to cleave his hand back to his body and then separate it again. This made the head of the Emperor’s cabinet, his wife, as well as two hundred and seventy six others believe in Jesus Christ. Finally, Nero the emperor ordered that they all be beheaded, including St. Luke. Thus, he received the crown of Martyrdom on the 22nd of Babah. St. Luke remained unmarried all his life and was dedicated to the service. 


Finally, his body was placed in a sack and cast in the sea. The waves lead it to an island, where a believer found it and buried him with great honor. 

Conclusion: 


St. Luke used his talents and skills as a physician to investigate and document the details of the life of Jesus Christ. He also was the only one to write about the history of the early Church and the spread of Christianity in the Book of Acts. Thus, his impact on Christianity was great through these two books. 

Application: 

· Learn from St. Luke the detailed reading of the Bible with full understanding of its events and stories. 

· Use your talents to impact Christianity in one way or another, even on a small scale. 

· Investigate through the Internet what more information you can find about St. Luke or his books. 




The Martyrdom of Saint Luke the Evangelist 
(The Twenty-Second Day of the Blessed Month of Babah)


On this day, St. Luke the Evangelist and physician was martyred. He was one of the 70 disciples mentioned in the tenth chapter of his Gospel. He accompanied the Apostles Peter and Paul and wrote their account.


After the martyrdom of these two Apostles, he went through Rome preaching. Those who worshipped idols and the Jews in Rome agreed among themselves and went to Nero the Emperor, accusing St. Luke of attracting many men with sorcery to his teachings. Nero commanded that St. Luke be brought before him. When St. Luke knew that, he gave all the books he had to a fisherman and told him, "Take these and keep them, for they will be useful to you and will show you God's way."


When St. Luke came before Nero the Emperor, the Emperor asked him, "How long will you lead the people astray?" St. Luke replied, "I am not a magician, but I am an Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God." The Emperor commanded his men to cut off his right hand saying, "Cut off this hand which wrote the books." The saint replied to him, “We do not fear death or the departure from this world. And to realize the power of my Master," he took up his severed hand and made it reattach to its proper place, and then he separated it again. Those who were present marveled and the head of the Emperor's cabinet and his wife believed, as well as many others; it was said that they numbered 276. The Emperor wrote their decree and ordered that their heads be cut off together with that of the Apostle St. Luke; thus, their martyrdom was completed.


They placed the body of the Saint in a hair sack and cast it in the sea. By God's will, the waves of the sea brought it to an island. A believer found it, took it and buried it with great honor.


This Saint wrote the Gospel bearing his name and the "Acts of the Apostles," addressing his words to his disciple Theophilus, who was a gentile.

His blessings be upon us and Glory be to our God, forever. Amen.


[image: image2.png]SAINT LUKE THE EVANGELIST(

It is from St. Paul himself that we learn that St. Luke was a Gentile, for he is not named among his Jewish helpers (Col 10-11). He was a fellow worker with the St. Paul the Apostle, Mark, Aristarchus and Demas, whom St. Paul said, “share my labors.” He was a medical doctor, "Luke, the beloved physician," who doubtless cared for St. Paul's much-tried health. The first time St. Luke speaks in his own name, in the first person, is when he mentions St. Paul’s historical mission as he sailed from Troas into Macedonia (Acts 16-10). Before this, he had accompanied St. Paul and seems to never have left him, except by order to serve the churches he had planted. He was certainly with him not only during the first but also during the second imprisonment in Rome. According to Eusebius, St. Luke's home was at Antioch and he was certainly a Greek; his journeying and tribulations with St. Paul are, of course, recorded by St. Luke himself in the “Acts of the Apostles.” 

St. Luke wrote his Gospel, as he himself explains, so that Christians might know the truth of those words in which they have been instructed; he was primarily a historian or recorder, writing to inform the Greeks. He indicates to us his historical sources: “As many had written accounts of the things that had happened as they heard them from those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, it seemed good to me also, having diligently attained to all things from the beginning, to set them out in an ordered narrative.” Nevertheless, many of the fathers in the East regard St. Luke as one of the seventy disciples appointed by Lord Jesus. It is only in the Gospel of Luke that we have a full account of the Annunciation to Virgin Mary of the Mystery of the Incarnation, of her visit to Elizabeth, and of the journeys to Jerusalem. He relates six miracles and eighteen parables not mentioned in the other Gospels. He also wrote the Book of the Acts of the Apostles as an addendum to his Gospel to prevent the spread of false rumors, leaving an authentic account of the wonderful works of God in planting His Church and some of the miracles, which he confirmed. Having related some acts of the principal Apostles in the establishment of the Church, beginning with our Lord's Ascension, he started in the 13th chapter to confine himself to the acts and miracles of St. Paul, to most of which he had been an eye-witness. 

St. Luke was with St. Paul in his last days, after writing these famous words to Timothy: "The time of my dissolution is at hand. I have fought a good fight. I have finished my course. I have kept the faith…"  The apostle goes on to say, “Only Luke is with me.” 

According to a fairly early and widespread tradition, St. Luke was unmarried, wrote his Gospel in Greece and died at the age of 84AD, in Boeotia. St. Gregory Nazianzen, who speaks of Greece as the chief field of St. Luke's evangelism, is quoted as the first to say he was martyred in Boeotia. Emperor Constantius II (361 AD) ordered the relics of St. Luke to be translated from Boeotia to Constantinople. 

St. Luke is a patron Saint of physicians and surgeons as well as picture painters. A writer of the earlier 6th century states that the Empress Eudokia had, a century before, sent to Pulcheria from Jerusalem an icon of our Lady painted by St. Luke. Other pictures were afterwards attributed to him.

May his prayer and blessing be with us, Amen.


NAME: ____________________________ 
first                                                            last                                         .
St. Luke the Apostle
Read: Synaxarium 22nd of Babah
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Verse to Memorize:

	It seems good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all the things from the very first, to write to you.

Luke 1:3


1. Give some background on St. Luke (nationality, occupation, etc.):
2. Which books did St. Luke write?
3. To whom did St. Luke write his books and why?

4. St. Luke was a close and faithful follower of _________________ on his many missionary ______________ and recorded them in the _______ half of the Book of _________.
5. After the martyrdom of St. ____________ & St. Paul, St. Luke went through ___________, preaching the word of God.

6. St. Luke remained ________________ all his life and dedicated himself to _____________.

7. Who arrested St. Luke, and how was he martyred?[image: image1.emf] 

 





































































































( Coptic Orthodox Book of Saints – Part II, compiled, translated & edited by Samir Kirolos, Saint George & St. Joseph Coptic Orthodox Church, Montreal, Canada, El Nesr Press, El Zaytoun, Egypt
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