[image: image1.png]




The Final Judgment 
Objective: 
· To learn how to behave in the midst of offenses 

Memory Verse: 

“Sweep me not away with sinners” (Psalm 26:9). 

References: 

· “Interpretation of the Gospel of Matthew,” Translated by Fr. Marcos Daoud 

· “The Parables of the Lord Christ,” Dr. Maurice Tawadros 

· The Parable of Jesus in Matthew 13:24-30 

Introduction: 


Sometimes we ask ourselves, “How was evil found and established in the world? Why do evil people exist? What is our attitude towards evil people? Must we resist them? Do we have to remove them from the world?” This lesson will answer these questions.
Lesson Outlines: 


The Lord Jesus, in a simple parable, answered these questions when he talked about the Kingdom of God. He compared it to a field in which its owner wanted to sow good seeds. While people were asleep, his enemy came secretly and sowed weeds among the wheat. So when the plants came up and bore grain, the weeds appeared also. The servants of the householder came and asked him, “Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then are there weeds?” He said to them, “An enemy has done this.” The servants said, “Then, do you want us to go and gather them?” He answered, “No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers to gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned but gather the wheat into my barn.” 

How was evil found in the world? 


God did not create evil but created man to live in eternal happiness. Evil is keeping away from God and resisting His will. Satan is the source of evil. Satan is the enemy of good; he complains against our brethren day and night. The devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. It was he who envied man and tempted him to commit the sin of rebellion in Paradise. With the fall of man, sin came into the world through the envy of the devil, as the Church prays in the Divine Liturgy. The enemy who sowed the weeds is the devil, as the Lord Jesus explained. But the sower of the good seeds is the Son of man, the Lord of Harvest who went up to heaven and gave gifts. The world is the field of Christ, as the Father gave everything to Him. The good seeds are the children of the Kingdom, and they bear good fruit for the glory of God. The weeds are the children of evil; they destroy the good seeds and creep into the fields of wheat. 

Why do evil people exist? 


The Lord allowed the existence of good and evil in this world. Good and evil mingle together. So the good people can do good with their free will and refrain from evil. The evil people suffer punishment and bear judgment with free will. God created us and gave us freedom. He gave us freedom of will to either be wheat or weeds. God does not want us to be slaves but to be free sons. He does not want to drive us as sheep but to lead us as free people, aware of His good will. 

What is our attitude towards evil people? 


Is it our duty to resist them? What is our attitude? The existence of sins and offenses causes grief to the children of God. They also arouse God’s wrath. But hindrances and temptations come about because good must mingle with evil, hypocrites with the faithful in the Church, etc. Our duty is not to neglect the field. Let us not forget the weeds, so that they may not spread. We have to spend our night working to uproot them. St. James and St. John said, “Lord, do you want us to bid fire come down from heaven and consume them” (Luke 9:54). The Son of Man came to deliver, not to destroy. He is patient with people but when He comes, everything will be put right and everyone will be judged (Revelation 20:12,13). Each one will be given according to his works. Angels will proceed to gather the weeds and all offenses, corrupt teachings and false worship will be burnt. All atheists, the greedy, murderers, idolaters and hypocrites will be destroyed; all those who shared their sins will share their shame and suffering. All those who joined the saints in godliness will be glorified with them. So we pray with David, “Sweep me not away with sinners” (Psalm 26:9). 

What is Hell? 


Hell is not the horrible and severe avenge of God, but it is the feeling of torture and torment that fills everyone who has refused God. In hell, men will weep, gnash their teeth and suffer great pains. This is the fruit of the absence of the light and glory of God. When the Lord comes, the evildoers will not complain or murmur against Him because they know that they chose that type of life out of their free will, and they resisted the light; they loved darkness because their works were evil. 

What is the Kingdom of God? 


The Kingdom of God is the glory expected to be declared in the saints, the children of God. Our teacher St. Paul the apostle said that Christ “will change our lowly body to be like His glorious body, by the power which enables Him even to subject all things to Himself” (Philippians 3:21). St. John the Beloved emphasizes this by saying, “But we know that when He appears we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is” (1 John 3:21). 


St. Macarius the great says, “On the Day of Judgment, the glory of the Holy Spirit will come out from within, adorning and covering the bodies of the saints with the glory that was hid in their souls. The bodies of the saints will radiate with light and brightness after the resurrection.”

St. John Chrysostom says, “The bodies of the saints, which the spears of persecutors tore up and the swords cut, will be raised by God and they will be given complete rest. Their heads which were cut off will wear crowns; their members which were cut off with saws will be adorned with glory and brightness and will shine as the sun, giving light as the moon. Their righteousness will be like a white robe and holiness will make them bright and shiny. They will be washed with the Blood of Christ in the best appearance.”
Conclusion: 


Let us be watchful for that moment when we depart from this world so that we may be ready for the judgment day. Be vigilant in your spiritual growth every day, so that you can inherit the Kingdom of God. 

Applications: 

· Do a project on what people think and imagine about the judgment day. 

· Be regular in your spiritual practices and evaluate your growth with your father of confession or spiritual guide. 




Matthew 13:24-30

	24
	Another parable He put forth to them, saying: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field;

	25
	"but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat and went his way.

	26
	"But when the grain had sprouted and produced a crop, then the tares also appeared.

	27
	"So the servants of the owner came and said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?'

	28
	"He said to them, 'An enemy has done this.' The servants said to him, 'Do you want us then to go and gather them up?'

	29
	"But he said, 'No, lest while you gather up the tares you also uproot the wheat with them.

	30
	'Let both grow together until the harvest, and at the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, "First gather together the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into my barn." ' "




(
OVERVIEW: 

The good seed are taken to be the children of the kingdom, because whatever good things are sown in the human soul, these are the offspring of the kingdom of God (ORIGEN). The devil sows weeds among sleeping people, among those who through negligence are overcome by their infidelity as in a kind of lethargy (CHROMATIUS). The householder ordered his servants to put up with the weeds and not to separate them now (ST. AUGUSTINE). A separation would occur on the last day (ORIGEN, CHROMATIUS). We should not be quick to judge. What is doubtful should be left to God's judgment when the Day of Judgment comes (ST. JEROME). The angels and servants of the Word will gather from the kingdom of Christ all things that cause a stumbling block to souls, which they will scatter and burn (ORIGEN). 
13:24 Sowing Good Seed 
GOOD SEED: Consider now, if in addition to what we have already recounted, you can otherwise take the good seed to be the children of the kingdom, because whatever good things are sown in the human soul, these are the off-spring of the kingdom of God. They have been sown by God the Word who was in the beginning with God. Wholesome words about anything are children of the kingdom. [ORIGEN’S COMMENTARY ON MATTHEW 10.2] 
THE SOWER OF GOOD SEEDS: The Lord clearly points out that He is the sower of good seeds. He does not cease to sow in this world as in a field. God's word is like good seed in the hearts of people, so that each of us according to the seeds sown in us by God may bear spiritual and heavenly fruit. [CHROMATIUS’ TRACTATE ON MATTHEW 51.1] 
13:25 Sowing Bad Seed 
WHEN PEOPLE ARE ASLEEP: But while people are asleep they do not act according to the command of Jesus, "Watch and pray that you enter not into temptation." At that point the devil on the watch sows what are called tares - that is, evil opinions – over and among the good seeds that are from the Word. According to this the whole world might be called a field, and not the church of God only. For the Son of Man sowed the good seed throughout the entire world, but the wicked one sowed tares - that is, evil words - which, springing from wickedness, are children of the evil one. [ORIGEN’S COMMENTARY ON MATTHEW 10.2] 
13:26 Grain and Weeds
THE WEEDS APPEARED: The Lord points out that our foe the devil sows the weeds of his wickedness and malice to choke the seed of God in us. Thus he says, "But while men were asleep, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away." The Lord indicates that the devil sows weeds among sleeping people - that is, among those who through negligence are overcome by their infidelity as in a kind of lethargy and fall asleep amid the divine injunctions. The apostle says concerning them: "For they who sleep, sleep at night, and they who are drunk, are drunk at night. Therefore let us not sleep as do the rest, but let us be wakeful and sober."


Those foolish virgins about whom we read in the Gospel, weighed down by their lethargy and infidelity, not having taken oil for their vessels, were unable to go forth and meet the bride-groom. Hence it is always uppermost in the mind of this devil - the enemy of the human race - to sow weeds among the wheat.

But he who awaits the Lord faithfully, once the sleep of infidelity has been banished from him, will not be bothered by this nighttime sower.... According to the Lord's interpretation, the good seed represents the children of the kingdom and the weeds represent the wicked children. [CHROMATICS’ TRACTATE ON MATTHEW 51.1.1-2]
13:27 The Servants Come to the Householder 
WHY WEEDS? The Lord then explained for us what he had said. See what we choose to be in his field. See which of the two we will be at harvest time. The field is the world, and the church is spread throughout the world. Let the one who is wheat persevere until the harvest; let those who are weeds be changed into wheat. There is this difference between people and real grain and real weeds, for what was grain in the field is grain and what were weeds are weeds. But in the Lord's field, which is the church, at times what was grain turns into weeds and at times what were weeds turn into grain; and no one knows what they will be tomorrow. [ST. AUGUSTINE’S SERMON 73A.I.]
13:28 Gathering the Weeds? 
WARNING AGAINST SOWING WEEDS: As I said before, we must adapt our faith to those things that the Lord explained. Those things which he did not mention and which he left to our intelligence will be briefly touched on here. Think of those who were asleep as signify-ing the teachers of the different churches. Think of the householder's servants as none other than the angels who daily look upon the Father's face. Think of the enemy who sowed the weeds as the devil because he wanted to be a god. [ST. JEROME’S COMMENTARY ON MATTHEW 2.13.37] 
13:29 Rooting Up Grain by Mistake 
DO NOT ROOT UP THE WHEAT: The workers of the householder wanted to go and gather up the weeds, but they were not allowed to do so. Though they indeed wanted to gather them up, they were not allowed to separate the weeds. They did what they were suited for and left it to the angels to do the separation. At first they were unwilling to leave the separation of the weeds up to the angels. But the householder, who knew them all and saw that a separation was necessary, ordered them to put up with the weeds and not to separate them. In answer to their words, "Do you want us to go and gather them up?" he replied, "No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them." "Therefore, Lord, will the weeds also be with us in the barn?" “At harvest time I will say to the reapers, 'Gather up first the weeds, and bind them in bundles to burn. Allow what you do not have with you in the barn to grow in the field.'” [ST. AUGUSTINE’S SERMON 73A.I]
13:30 Separated at the Harvest
 UNTIL THE HARVEST: The words the Lord spoke – “Lest gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them” - leave room for repentance. We are advised not to be quick in cutting off a fellow believer, for it may happen that one who has been corrupted today by evil may recover his senses tomorrow by sound teaching and abide by the truth. And that which follows, "Let both grow together until the harvest," seems to be contrary to the other precept: "Put away evil from your midst," whereby there must be no fellowship with those who are called believers but who are adulterers and fornicators. If uprooting is forbidden and patience must be kept until harvest time, how are some people to be removed from our midst? Between wheat and weeds there is something called darnel, when the plant is in its early growth and there is no stalk yet. It looks like an ear of corn, and the difference between them is hardly noticeable. The Lord therefore advises us that we should not be quick to judge what is doubtful but should leave judgment up to God. So when the Day of Judgment comes, he may not cast out from the body of saints those who are suspected of misdeeds but those who are obviously guilty. As to his words that the bundles of weeds are to be consigned to the fire and the wheat is to be gathered in the barn, it is clear that all heretics and hypocrites are to be burned in the fires of hell. But the holy ones, who are called wheat, are to be gathered up in barns - that is to say, heavenly mansions. [St. JEROME’S COMMENTARY ON MAT-THEW 2.13,29-30] 
LET THEM GROW TOGETHER: But when the servants of the householder, namely, on the part of the apostles, ask the Lord whether they should separate the weeds from the wheat, he allowed them both to grow together until the harvest - that is, until the end of time. He clearly indicated that he would send reapers at that time, namely, angels, so that, once they have separated the wheat from the weeds - that is, once the holy ones have been separated from the wicked - they may gather the righteous in heavenly kingdoms, like wheat in barns. All the wicked and sinners will burn amid the punishments of hell like weeds in the fire, where the Lord declares they will forever weep and grind their teeth, saying, "There shall be weeping and grinding of teeth." And when the Lord says there will be weeping and grinding of teeth, he is undoubtedly pointing to the future resurrection not only of the soul (as certain heretics would have it) but also of the body. Indeed, weeping and grinding of teeth are properly so-called punishments of the body. There-fore the gravity of the error that has a hold on heretics of this type can be seen from these words of the Lord, for they do not believe in the future resurrection of the body. [CHROMATIUS’ TRACTATE ON MATTHEW 51.1.2]
AT HARVEST TIME: And at the end of things, which is called "the consummation of the age," there will of necessity be a harvest, in order that the angels of God who have been appointed for this work may gather up the bad opinions that have grown upon the soul, and overturning them may give them over to fire which is said to burn, that they may be consumed. And so the angels and servants of the Word will gather from Christ's entire kingdom all things that cause a stumbling block to souls and their reasonings that create iniquity, which they will scatter and cast into the burning furnace of fire. Then those who become conscious that they have received the seeds of the evil one in themselves, because of their having been asleep, shall wail and, as it were, be angry with themselves. This is the "gnashing of teeth." Similarly it is said in the Psalms, "They gnashed me with their teeth." Then above all "shall the righteous shine," no longer differently as at the first but all "as one sun in the kingdom of their Father." Then, as if to indicate that there was indeed a hidden meaning, perhaps in all that is concerned with the explanation of the parable, maybe most of all in the saying "Then shall the righteous shine as the sun in the kingdom of their Father," the Savior adds, "He that has ears to hear, let him hear." The Lord thereby teaches those who are attentive that in the exposition, the parable has been set forth with such perfect clearness that it can be understood by the novice. [ORIGEN’S COMMENTARY ON MATTHEW 10.2]

NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
The Final Judgment 
[image: image1.png]Verse to memorize: 
	Sweep me not away with sinners.

Psalm 26:9


1. Did God create evil? 
2. How was evil found? 
3. Why does the Lord allow evildoers to remain in the world? 
4. What distinguishes the good from the evil here in this world? 
5. What is the good believers’ attitude towards evil people? 
6. How does God correct everything in the end? 











































( Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, Matthew 1-13, by the Institute of Classical Christian Studies, Thomas C. Oden and Manlio Simonetti, InterVarsity Press, 2001
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