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The Gospel of St. John 
Objective: 
· To study St. John’s Gospel, Chapter One: “The Word became flesh”
Memory Verse: 

“In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.” 

(John 1:1) 

References 

· St. John’s Gospel and its various explanations 

· “Titles and functions of Christ,” Bishop Bemin 

· “The Godhead in St John’s Gospel,” Fr. Aanstassy Shafeek 

· “Why Christ Incarnated and Became Man,” Fr. Bishoy Sadik 

Introduction: 

Characteristics of the Gospel 
1. The Gospel contains deep theological and spiritual interpretations. An explanation of the Incarnation of the Logos; the rebirth, the eternal life, the gift of God, the living water, Judgment, light and darkness, knowing the Truth, True worship, The relationship between the Father and the Son, etc. 

2. The Gospel presents Jesus as the God of the Hebrews who saved them from the land of bondage and Jehovah who spoke to Moses and fed them with manna in the wilderness. 

3. The Gospel is characterized by Christ revealing many blessed revelations about Himself: He is the Messiah (4:25) and the only Son who is in the bosoms of the Father (1:18), He is the bread of life (6:35) and the light of the world (8:12), He is the door of the sheep (10:7) and the good shepherd (10:11), He is the resurrection and the life (11:25), He is the way, and the truth and the life (14:6), and He is the true vine (15:1). 

4. The Gospel draws our attention to the Heavenly Father and to the fact that Christ’s life was complete obedience and submission to the will of the Father and that the Father loves us as the Son loves us. No one can go to the Son unless the Father attracts him (John 4:24, 5:19, 6: 44, 16: 27). 

5. The Gospel also mentions the farewell talk to the disciples (John 13) and the prayer of intercession that the Son raised for His disciples and all the believers (John 17). 

The Writer of the Gospel 

· He is John the Son of Zebedee and his father was a rich man (Mark 1:20). He lived in Galilee and owned a house in Jerusalem. He was a fisherman. His mother, Salomy, was among the women who ministered to him from their own money (Matthew 27:56). 

· His brother, James was a disciple of Christ and he was the first apostle who was martyred. The Lord called these two brothers Boanerges (Mark 3: 17), because of their strong zeal. 

· John the son of Zebedee was a disciple of John the Baptist and when he heard his witness to Jesus, he followed the Lord and became his disciple. Jesus loved that disciple and he was known as the disciple loved by Jesus. The Lord accompanied him together with Peter and James on special occasions. He attended the Lord’s judgment and stood by the cross. It was he who took Virgin Mary to his house. 

· The Lord reproached him three times (Luke 9:49-50, Luke 9:54-56, Mark 10:43-44). 

· After the Pentecost he stayed in Jerusalem even after the Virgin’s departure (death). He preached the Gospel in Asia Minor and established many churches there (Revelation 1:2). He was exiled in the island of Patmos where he wrote the Revelation (The Apocalypse) in A.D. 95, and he wrote his Gospel in A.D. 98 then he wrote his epistle in the last days of his life. He departed in peace when he was 90 years old and his departure was in the early years of the second century. 

Lesson Outlines: 

The First Chapter 

The “Logos” (The Word) 
· We must confess that the word of God is eternal and we have to imagine the existence of Christ before His incarnation and becoming man after His birth from the womb of the Virgin. 

· The word of God is eternal “In the beginning was the word” (John 1:1). 

· Through and by the word of every thing was created, “All things were made through him” (John 1:3). 

· The word of God is the origin of life “In Him was life” (John 1:4). 

· The Lord sent His Word to the prophets. 

· The Lord sent his word to Moses, and then He wrote the word on a table of stone “Written by the finger of God”. 

· “In many and various ways God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets; but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed the heir of all things, through whom also He created the world. (Hebrews 1:1-2). 

The word became flesh 


The word of God is eternal and it has been revealed to us in the fullness of time. Let us take the example of the radio and television to help us understand. Words and images are transmitted to other through different waves. These surround us everywhere and fill our houses but we cannot see neither can we feel by our senses but when we turn the set on we find that the word immediately incarnates and the image appears and what we could not perceive began to appear and, we were able to perceive... 


Although the simile is not of the standard yet it clarifies the whole thing in a way. The word of God is eternal but in the fullness of time, the word of God appeared to us in his body, which he took from the Virgin Mary. 

Why Christ incarnated and became man? 

· Man could not ascend to God and it was easier for the Lord to descend to man. The pride of man, his ignorance and pride in his wisdom stood as an obstacle or as a veil so he could not understand the calm lowly God. The Lord is simple. He did not come to the philosophers alone. The Lord is modest. He did not come for the people of high status above. He was poor and did not come to the rich alone. 

· The Lord appeared in our flesh, the flesh of the poor and the rich, the philosopher and the simple, the black man and the white man, God loved the whole world. 

· The incarnate God loved all and did not reject the sinners, so He spoke to the sinners. 

· The Incarnate God was meek ...so the haughty Jews rejected him. 

· The Incarnate God came to bear witness to Truth... so the heretic Jews rejected him. 

· The Incarnate God loved all people and hated fanaticism, so the Jews rejected him and crucified him. 

He took our flesh to deliver us and redeem us 

· St. James the Sirougi says, “If you want to save a man from being drowned or to heal a sick man, it is useless to give him advice. You have to take off your clothes and put on the sea costume (which the drowned man wears) and after you jump into the sea you can drag him to the shore of safety”. So the commandments along and in itself are not enough. On the contrary the Law revealed man’s sin and judged his evil deed. 

· In the same way, God the word descended and emptied Himself (He took our flesh) and came to us, we who are sitting in darkness and the shadows of death. He descended to the Hades through the cross to save those who were imprisoned. He came to take what is ours and give us what is His. He descended to our world to take us up to Him, “and raised us up with Him, and made us sit with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:6). 

· When a king wants to save his people of their enemies who were stronger than them, this king must take off the kingly clothes and put on the clothes of his soldiers and live like them then he leads them in their fight against the enemy, he conquers the enemy and wins victory for his soldiers, they go back in triumph and the king brings his soldiers home in victory and glory. This is sour Lord, “He emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of man. And being found in human form He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:7,8). 

He took our flesh to help those who are tempted 

· “Therefore He had to be made like His brethren in every respect so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make expiation for the sins of the people... for because He Himself has suffered and been tempted, He is able to help those who are tempted” (Hebrews 2:17,18). 

· He was born in poverty. He was born in a manger. He became poor so that we may become rich “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). 

· He humbled Himself to raise us up to Him, “He exalted those of low degree” (Luke 1:52). 

· He came down to our earth to raise us up to His heaven; “I will come again and will take you to Myself; that where I am you may be also” (John 14:13). 

· Although He was without sin, He stood in the company of sinners to be baptized by John the Baptist as He shared those sinners in their sins but in the flesh that was bearing sin. He was the Iamb of God who bore the sin of the whole world. After being baptized He fasted for us and with us so He shared us our hunger and fill us. 

Is Repentance Enough? 

· The words of repentance indicate the feelings of regret. They refer to past events but they do not solve the problem of the expected fall in the future. 

· The motivation for sin exists inside man so people always return to sin and always regret. 

· The problem of Adam was not the mere punishment of the Lord to him for his sin as when he repented the Lord was kind enough to raise punishment and forgive him... Adam’s problem lies in the fact that he introduced a strange element in his structure so his body was spoiled and the result was death. Will his repentance change his nature and uproot corruption from his body? If a boy threw a bottle and the bottle was broken, of what use would be the boy’s sorrow? If a girl tore her clothes and she was sorry for that, of what use would be her sorrow? What is needed is that the Maker and Creator of man would recreate man. 

Conclusion: 


The first chapter of the gospel of St. John is very accurate in delineating the idea of the incarnation of the Logos. Any change in any word of the gospel can change the whole faith. Thus we also need to read the Bible with the concentration and understanding to extract from the depth of the words and their meaning. 

Applications: 


Open your Gospel with the spirit of prayer. Read and listen to the voice of the Lord speaking to you. You must have a measure with which you can measure your life. Am I making progress in grace? Do I bear witness for Truth in my life? You cannot benefit from the Gospel of St. John unless the Spirit that wrote it works in you and guides you... through your relationship with the Lord in your prayer. 



Introduction to the New Testament(
GOSPELS 

The first books of the New Testament scriptures are the four gospels of Saints Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The word gospel literally means good news or glad tidings. The gospels tell of the life and teaching of Jesus, but none of them is a biography in the classical sense of the word. The gospels were not written merely to tell the story of Jesus. They were written by the disciples of Christ, who were filled with the Holy Spirit after the Lord's resurrection, to bear witness to the fact that Jesus of Nazareth is indeed the promised Messiah-Christ of Israel and the Savior of the world. In the Orthodox Church, it is not the entire Bible, but only the book of the four gospels which is perpetually enthroned upon the altar table in the church building. This is a testimony to the fact that the life of the Church is centered in Christ, the living fulfillment of the law and the prophets, who abides perpetually in the midst of His People, the Church, through the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

The gospels of Saints Matthew, Mark and Luke are called the synoptic gospels, which mean that they ''look the same". These three gospels are very similar in content and form and are most probably interrelated textually in some way; exactly how this is so is an ongoing debate among scriptural scholars. They each were written sometime in the beginning of the second half of the first century, and the texts of each of them, as that of St. John, have come down to us in Greek, the language in which they were written, with the possible exception of Matthew which may have been written originally in Aramaic, the language of Jesus. 

Each of the synoptic gospels follows basically the same narrative. Each begins with Jesus' baptism by John and His preaching in Galilee. Each centers on the apostles' confession of Jesus as the promised Messiah of God, with the corresponding event of the transfiguration, and the announcement by Christ of His need to suffer and die and be raised again on the third day. And each concludes with the account of the passion, death, resurrection and ascension of the Lord. 
St John 

The gospel of St. John is very different from the synoptic gospels. It is undoubtedly the latest written, being the work of the beloved disciple and apostle of the Lord at the end of his life near the close of the first century. In most Orthodox versions of the Bible, this gospel is printed before the others as it is the one which is first read in the Church's lectionary beginning at the divine liturgy on Easter night. 

The gospel of St. John begins with its famous prologue which identifies Jesus of Nazareth with the divine Word of God of the Old Testament, the Word of God Who was "in the beginning with God," Who "is God," the One through Whom "all things were made." (1:1-3) This Word of God "became flesh," and as Jesus, the Son of God, He makes God known to men and grants to all who believe in Him the power of partaking of His own fullness of grace and truth and of becoming themselves "children of God." (l:14ff.) 

From the first pages of this gospel, following the prologue, in the account of Jesus' baptism and His calling of the apostles, Jesus is presented as God's only begotten Son, the Messiah and the Lord. Throughout the gospel, He is identified as well, in various ways, with the God of the Old Testament, receiving the divine name of I AM together with the Yahweh of Moses and the prophets and psalms. (See Book I, Doctrine) 

The gospel of St. John, following the prologue, may be divided into two main parts. The first part is the so-called book of "signs," the record of a number of Jesus' miracles with detailed "commentary" about their significance in signifying Him as Messiah and Lord. (2-11) Because the "signs" all have a deeply spiritual and sacramental significance for believers in Christ, with almost all of them dealing with water, wine, bread, light, the salvation of the nations, the separation from the synagogue, the forgiveness of sins, the healing of infirmities and the resurrection of the dead, it is sometimes thought that the gospel of St. John was expressly written as a "theological gospel" for those who were newly initiated into the life of the Church through the sacramental mysteries of baptism, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the Eucharist. In any case, because of the contents of the book of "signs," as well as the long discourses of Christ about His relationship to God the Father, the Holy Spirit and the members of His faithful flock, in the latter part of the gospel, the apostle and evangelist John has traditionally been honored in the Church with the title of The Theologian. 

The latter half of St. John's gospel concerns the passion of Christ and its meaning for the world. (1 1-21) Here most explicitly, in long discourses coming from the mouth of the Lord Himself, the doctrines of Christ's person and work are most deeply explained. As we have just mentioned, here Christ relates Himself to God the Father, to the Holy Spirit and to His community of believers in clear and certain terms. He is one with God, Who as Father is greater than He Whose words He speaks. Whose works He accomplishes and Whose will He performs. And through the Holy Spirit, Who proceeds from the Father to bear witness to Him in the world. He abides forever in those who are His through their faith and co-service of God. 

The account of the passion in St. John's gospel differs slightly from that of the synoptic gospels and is considered by many, in this instance, to be a certain clarification or correction. There are also accounts of the resurrection given which are recorded only in this gospel. The final chapter of the book is traditionally considered to be an addition following the first ending of the gospel, to affirm the reinstatement of the apostle Peter to the leadership of the apostolic community after his three denials of the Lord at the time of His passion. It may have been a necessary inclusion to offset a certain lack of confidence in St. Peter by some members of the Church. 

In the Tradition of the Orthodox Church, a tradition often expressed in the Church's iconography, the four gospels are considered to be symbolized in the images of the "four living creatures" of the biblical apocalypse, the lion, the ox, the man and the eagle, with the most classical interpretation connecting Matthew with the man, Luke with the ox, Mark with the lion and John with the eagle. (Ezekiel 1:10, Revelation 4:7) The four gospels, taken together, but each with its own unique style and form, remain forever as the scriptural center of the Orthodox Church. 

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1. Saul was born in
In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.


John 1:1












































( From THE ORTHODOX FAITH, Bible and Church History (The source of this article is unknown; if you know the source, please inform us.)
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