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Jewish Feasts 
Objective: 
· To be familiar with some of the traditions and feasts of the Jews to help better understand many of the Bible events
Memory Verse: 

“So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or Sabbaths, which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ.” (Colossians 2:16, 17) 

References: 

· “Feasts,” Fr. Marcorious Anba Bishoy 

· “Our Christ Above Time,” Late Bishop Youannes of Gharbia 

Introduction: 


The Old Testament is full of different feasts and occasions that the Jews used to keep conservatively. Many of these feasts were religious and related to instructions given to them from God through the prophets. Understanding some of these feasts sheds a light on the Old Testament events and increases our understanding of the Bible. 

Lesson Outlines: 

I. Feast of the Trumpets 

· This was on the first day of the seventh month of the religious calendar, which was the beginning of the civil calendar. 

· “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the children of Israel, saying: In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall have a Sabbath-rest, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation. You shall do no customary work on it; and you shall offer an offering made by fire to the Lord” (Leviticus 23:23-25). 

· The priests would blow the trumpets from the sunset of the evening before the feast till sunrise, thirty times. It was allowed for the people also to blow the trumpets. 

· The trumpet gathers the people in front of God; “And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other” (Matthew 24:31). 

· The trumpets were a symbol of the trumpets on the last day, so this feast is a symbol of the general Resurrection. 

II. Feast of Atonement - YOM KIPPUR (Leviticus 16, 23) 

· This was celebrated on the tenth day of the seventh month of the religious calendar. 

· According to Jewish tradition and the Talmud, Yom Kippur has been one of the great Jewish Feasts celebrated annually. In ancient times, the people would joyfully dress in white, anticipating their purification from sin. 

· It occurs only once a year; on this day, the High Priest was allowed to enter behind the veil into the Holy of Holies. And this could be done only after sacrificial blood had been shed to cover his transgressions as well as those of the Jewish nation. In the Holy of Holies, he could then approach the mercy seat and receive assurance that God had sanctified the sacrifice for sin. 

III. Preparations for the Feast 

A. People 

· All the sons of Israel would fast that day from evening to the evening of the next day. They had to stop eating, drinking, bathing, wearing shoes and marital relations. “For any person who is not afflicted in soul on that same day shall be cut off from his people. And any person who does any work on that same day, that person I will destroy from among his people” (Leviticus 23:29, 30). 

· This feast symbolizes Good Friday, so our Church established the same level of fast and asceticism since this is the day of true atonement. 

B. The High Priest 

· This feast was served by the High Priest only. He would leave his home for seven days and live in the Temple, so that he might not touch anything unclean and hence cannot carry out the service. 

· Elders would review with him the rituals of the day and make sure he knew every detail. 

· He did not sleep the night of the feast but stayed awake, reading the Holy Scriptures. 

· He would wash himself 5 times and wash his hands and feet 10 times. 

· He had to pay for the sacrifices offered on his behalf from his own money. 

C. Sacrifices offered 

· Daily sacrifice (Morning and evening). 

· Sacrifices of atonement: One bull for the High priest, his house and all other priests, and two goats for the people as a Sin Sacrifice. 

· Special sacrifices for the feast: “You shall present a burnt offering to the Lord as a sweet aroma: one young bull, one ram, and seven lambs in their first year. Be sure they are without blemish. Their grain offering shall be of fine flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of an ephah for the bull, two-tenths for the one ram, and one-tenth for each of the seven lambs; also one kid of the goats as a sin offering, besides the sin offering for atonement, the regular burnt offering with its grain offering, and their drink offerings” (Numbers 29:7-11). 

IV. The feast 

· After offering the morning sacrifice, the priest washed himself and wore white clothes. 

· The priest takes the bull as a sin sacrifice on his behalf, lays his hand on its head and confesses his sins. 

· After this, “He shall take the two goats and present them before the Lord at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. Then Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats: one lot for the Lord and the other lot for the scapegoat. And Aaron shall bring the goat on which the Lord’s lot fell, and offer it as a sin offering: But the goat on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat shall be presented alive before the Lord, to make atonement upon it, and to let it go as the scapegoat into the wilderness” (Leviticus 16:7-10). 

· They tied a red thread on the goat for the Lord and a scarlet one on the scapegoat, called Azazel (Note: They put a scarlet robe on Our Lord - Matthew 27:28). 

· Then they let the scapegoat face the people, waiting to carry their sins (Note: Pilate brought Our Lord and let Him face the Jewish people). 

· The bull for sin was killed and his blood was kept aside. 

A. Offering incense 

· The priest took fire from the altar of burnt offering, entered the Holy of Holies and put incense in the censor. Then the incense filled the Holy of Holies, so he did not see the glory of God. 

· He then took the blood of the bull and sprinkled on the Mercy Seat, one time towards himself (eastward) and seven times towards the Ark of Covenant. 

B. Offering the first goat 

· The first goat was offered to the Lord, and the High Priest entered the Holy of Holies again and sprinkled the blood the same way. 

· He then sanctified the Holy place with the blood. 

· The High priest did all this alone, as a symbol of our Lord who entered heaven alone with His Own Blood. 

C. Offering the second goat 

· The high priest put his hands on the goat and confessed his sins and the sins of the people; then he faced the people and said, “You will be purified.” 

· Then they let go of this goat in the wilderness as a symbol of removing the sins away. This is also a symbol that the sins were not really removed but kept away from the people.
· The meat of the bull and goat of the Sin Sacrifice was burnt (God hates sin). 

D. The burnt offering and the sacrifice of sin 

· The priest entered the Holy of Holies and offered incense. 

· He washed himself and offered the remaining sacrifices for the feast. 

V. The atonement is repeated every year 

· “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins” (Heb 10:4). 

· The solution was full atonement: “He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself” (Hebrews 9:26). 

· “By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (Hebrews 10:10). 

· “But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God” (Hebrews 10:12). 

· “For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified” (Heb10:14). 

· “Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption” (Hebrews 9:12). 

VI. The Feast of Tabernacles 

· This was the most joyful feast since all the crops are put in the barns. 

· This was the third feast when every man would come in front of God. 

· It was on the fifteenth day of the seventh month and lasted for seven days. 

· All the sons of Israel would live these days: “You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All who are native Israelites shall dwell in booths, that your generations may know that I made the children of Israel dwell in booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God” (Leviticus 23:43, 44). 

· The eight days were a feast to the Lord; the eighth day is the eternal life after being sojourners in the flesh. A lot of extra sacrifices are offered on that day. 

· This feast had two special practices: pouring water and lighting. 

A. Pouring water 

· Every morning during this feast, the High Priest would go to the lake of Siloam, take water in a golden jug, go to the temple accompanied by singers and people carrying palm leavens, and pour it together with wine on the altar as a symbol of Moses bringing water out of a rock in the wilderness. 

· Our Lord watched this feast in the eighth day: “On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified” (John 7:37-39). Jesus Christ was reminding people that He is the Rock (1 Corinthians 10:4). 

B. The lighting 

· In this feast, four big lampstands are lit in the temple. Also our Lord pointed to this: “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12). 

C. The symbol 

· Zechariah the prophet describe the last days: “And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles” (Zechariah 14:16). 

· This is a symbol of the end of the world and the second coming of our Lord: “After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’” (Revelations 7:9-10). 

D. The new moon 

· This reminded the Jews that God is the Master of Nature. “And it shall come to pass that from one new moon to another, and from one Sabbath to another, all flesh shall come to worship before Me, says the Lord” (Isaiah 66:23). 

· Extra sacrifices were offered. 

VII. Sabbatical Year - Year of Release 

· This was the seventh year. 

· The land took a rest: “But in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a Sabbath to the Lord. You shall neither sow your field nor prune your vineyard” (Leviticus 25:4). 

· The Jews learned to depend on God; the crops of the sixth year would be enough. 

· Whatever grew or was missed behind in the land was left for the poor. 

· All the debts were released: “At the end of every seven years you shall grant a release of debts. And this is the form of the release: Every creditor who has lent anything to his neighbor shall release it; he shall not require it of his neighbor or his brother, because it is called the Lord’s release” (Deuteronomy 9:1, 2) 

· At the end of the sixth year, the Hebrew slave was set free. 

VIII. Jubilee 

· This was the fiftieth year (7x7). 

· All the slaves were released, and all the lands returned to their original owner. 

· “And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a Jubilee for you; and each of you shall return to his possession, and each of you shall return to his family. That fiftieth year shall be a Jubilee to you; in it you shall neither sow nor reap what grows of its own accord, nor gather the grapes of your untended vine. For it is the Jubilee; it shall be holy to you; you shall eat its produce from the field. In this Year of Jubilee, each of you shall return to his possession. And if you sell anything to your neighbor or buy from your neighbor’s hand, you shall not oppress one another. According to the number of years after the Jubilee you shall buy from your neighbor, and according to the number of years of crops he shall sell to you. According to the multitude of years you shall increase its price, and according to the fewer number of years you shall diminish its price; for he sells to you according to the number of the years of the crops. Therefore you shall not oppress one another, but you shall fear your God; for I am the Lord your God” (Leviticus 25:10-17). 

· Every one felt that he was a sojourner on the land. He should leave things with his own will before he leaves it against his will. “The land shall not be sold permanently, for the land is Mine; for you are strangers and sojourners with Me” (Leviticus 25:23). 

· Every tribe then kept its share. 

· This is a symbol of the Law of our Lord that restores our inheritance in Heaven. 

Conclusion: 


Feasts in the Old Testament had deep religious meaning to the Jews and were meant to bring them closer to God. Similarly we should celebrate the feasts of the Church with great reverence and with great sense of spirituality, particularly Christmas. We should not imitate the world in earthly pleasures during the celebrations of feasts. 

Applications: 

· Correlate between the Old and New Testament feasts. 

· Search for another Jewish feast that was not mentioned in today’s lesson. 



Feasts of the Church(
(For Comparison)


Feasts are public celebrations held on different days of the year. In the Old Testament, God gave feast days for His people. On those occasions, they practiced their religious rites and devoted their time to good deeds. Among those days were:

1. Saturdays, the day on which God rested after the creation (Gen 2:2, Ex 20:8, Lev 23:3)
2. Passover, this is the greatest feast to the Jews (Ex 12:14; Lev 23:4,5)
3. Harvest Day (Ex 23:16)
4. Collection Day (Deut 16:13,16; 23:16-32; Lev 23:3)
5. The Beginning of the Year (Lev 23:24)
6. The Atonement (Lev 23:26-32)
7. The Beginning of the Month (Deut 28:11)

God ordered them to celebrate those days and to observe them, otherwise they would be punished. Those days were shadows of the feasts in the New Testament, and they were symbols of the gifts that Jesus Christ gave us by His salvation. God gave consideration to those feasts and celebrated Passover Feast (Jn 2:13; 5:1; Matt 26:19; Mark 14:14; Luke 2:41), and He did not prohibit those feasts. The apostles celebrated these feasts and blessed them. St. Paul referred to the main sacrificial Passover (Pascha) who is Jesus Christ (I Cor 5:7,8). He used to go to Jerusalem to celebrate the Pentecost there (Acts 18:21; I Cor 16:8). Since the early centuries of Christianity, the Church has celebrated these feasts, mainly the crucifixion, the resurrection and the Pentecost. 
The Purpose of the Feasts:

1. It is a remembrance of a certain incident, and in celebrating it, we also remember the blessings that God granted our Church.

2. As we celebrate the feasts spiritually, we revive our spirits and our piety.


Feasts are of two kinds: Lord's Feasts that are related to our Lord Jesus Christ, and other feasts that are related to our Lady Virgin Mary, the Angels, the Apostles, the Martyrs and the Saints. 
Feasts of the Savior - "Lord's Feasts" (Major and Minor):

Major:

1. Annunciation - 29 Baramhat 
2. Holy Nativity (birth of the Savior) - 29 Kiahk 
3. Epiphany - 11 Tobi 
4. Palm Sunday - 7th Sunday of Lent 
5. Easter - Resurrection 
6. Ascension – 40th day of Resurrection 
7. Pentecost - fifty days after Resurrection

Minor:

1. Circumcision - 6th of Tobi 
2. Presentation of the Lord Jesus to the Temple - 8 Mechir 
3. Jesus Christ’s entry into Egypt - 24 Pakhons 
4. The wedding at Cana of Galilee - 13 Tobi 
5. Transfiguration -13 Misra 
6. Maundy Thursday 
7. Thomas Sunday - the Sunday after the Resurrection

Major Lord's Feasts:

1- The Feast of Annunciation:


It falls on Baramhat 29 of the Coptic calendar. The dates of all the other feasts are decided based on the Annunciation day. The apostles referred to it as the first of the Lord's feasts on which the Angel Gabriel gave the proclamation to the Virgin Mary as the Mother of the Savior on Baramhat 29. The Annunciation day always comes during the Great Lent. We do not abstain from food on that day, and we do not celebrate it if it falls between the last Friday of Lent and the resurrection. 
2- The Holy Nativity Feast:


It is the birth of the Logos, when the prophecies were fulfilled and the Divine promises met. The church celebrates this feast on the 25th day of the 9th Hebrew month, or on the 29th day of the 4th Coptic month (Kiahk). It is celebrated at night because the Savior was born at midnight (Luke 2:8-10). If it is a leap year, this feast is celebrated on the 28th of Kiahk so that the period of pregnancy does not exceed nine months (275 days). In this case, the 29th of Kiahk is still a feast, and we should not fast on it if it is a Wednesday or a Friday. 
3- The Epiphany:


This feast commemorates Christ's baptism. The Holy Trinity appeared on this day: the Father as a voice from Heaven, the Son in the water, and the Holy Spirit as a dove coming from Heaven to the Son.


The church celebrates this feast on the 6th day of the 10th Hebrew month, or the 11th day of the Coptic month of Tobi. It is said that Christians celebrated the Nativity and the Epiphany on the same day, throughout the first three centuries, in remembrance of the manifestation the Holy Trinity.  Later on, the church decided to celebrate the two occasions on two separate days. 
4- Palm Sunday:


This is the Seventh Sunday of Great Lent. This is the celebration of Jesus Christ’s entry into Jerusalem. The church celebrates His entrance as a King of Jerusalem in a spiritual sense. It is a symbol of getting ourselves ready to accept Jesus Christ in our hearts. This is also a symbol of the entrance of the Passover sacrifice. The palm branches are symbols of victory and the olive branches are symbols of peace. The hymns have a special tone (of hosanna).

5- Holy Resurrection, the Pascha Feast - Easter:


This is considered the feast of feasts, when Jesus Christ overcame death (Acts 2:24; I Cor 15:56). It was called the Passover Feast (I Cor 5:7). This feast always falls on a Sunday; it must not be on the same day as the Jewish Passover or before it, but it must follow it and be after the day and night are equal in length. Since then, Sundays have become weekly feasts in remembrance of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. On the eve of the feast, there is always a Holy Liturgy that ends after midnight because Christ rose while it was still dark (Jn 20:1). The church of Alexandria was responsible for deciding the day of the feast, according to the Nicene Council. The date was always decided after the Epiphany and sent to the other churches. 
Remarks on the Rites of the Feasts’ Eve:

1. Oblations are offered without praying the Agpeya because the Psalms are full of prophecies which are not suitable for the occasion.

2. After the praxis is read, there are no readings from the Synaxarium. We celebrate the resurrection by closing the doors of the sanctuary, as the doors of paradise were closed through Adam. Opening the doors was accomplished by the rising of Jesus Christ. The congregation recites `,ritoc anecty - aly;oc anecty , "Jesus has risen, indeed He has risen." The deacons carry the crosses and the icon of resurrection and go around the sanctuary and the church; this refers to the appearance of God to His disciples and to the women. It was also the procession of the newly baptized. 
6- Ascension:


Occurs on Thursday of the 6th week of Pentecost (Lk 24:50-52; Acts 1:9-11). There is a procession for the resurrection, carrying icons of the resurrection and the ascension. 
7- The Pentecost:


This is in commemoration of the invocation of the Holy Spirit on the disciples and the birth of the Church. This falls on the Feast of Weeks for the Jews, the seventh week after the Passover (Ex 23:16; Lev 23:25; Acts 2:1; 20:16; I Cor 16:8).


The apostles gave special attention to this feast; St. Paul mentioned that he intended to celebrate this feast in Jerusalem (Acts 18:21; I Cor 16:7,8). He promised to visit the Corinthians after he celebrated the Pentecost in Ephesus. This feast is always celebrated 10 days after the ascension of Jesus Christ. 
Examples of Other Feasts:


For the other feasts, you could read the book "Focus on the Coptic Family" by Fr. Mikhail Mikhail. The other feasts include the Feast of New Year, the Cross, the Virgin Mary, the Angels and the Saints.

The Coptic New Year:


Nayrouz is the beginning of the Coptic Year on the 1st of Thuout. This is the blessing of the first of the year. It is celebrated as a feast to start a new year with piety and chastity. The hymns are joyful, and they continue until the feast of the cross. 
The Feast of the Cross:


The Feast of the Cross is on the 17th of Thuout and is celebrated for 3 days and is also on the 10th of Baramhat, which always comes during Lent. These feasts are celebrated in a joyful tone, and there is a procession for the cross. 
Feasts of the Holy Virgin Mary:

1. 1st of Pakhons - Her birth
2. 3rd of Kiahk - Her presentation in the Temple
3. 21st of Tobi - Feast day of her departure
4. 21st of Paoni - Building the first church in her name in Philippi.

5. 16th of Misra - Her Assumption
6. 6th of Hathor - Consecration of her church in Moharrak Monastery
7. 8th of Paoni - Consecration of her church in Mehama, “Mostorod.”
8. 24th of Baramhat - Her apparition at her church in Zaytoon, Cairo (April 2, 1968).

9. On the 21st of every Coptic month, there is a commemoration for the Holy Virgin Mary
Feast Archangel Michael:


Feasts for this archangel are celebrated on the 12th of Hathor and the 12th of Paoni, and we also remember him on the 12th of every Coptic month. The angels are spirits, and they serve those who will inherit salvation (Heb 1:17). Archangel Michael fought against Satan (Rev 12:7-9), and he is one of the archangels who supports us.


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