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Closing the Generations Gab 
Objective: 
· How to treat your parents 

Memory Verse: 

"Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.” (Exodus 20:12) 

References: 

· The Holy Bible – New King James Version. 

· http://www.divorcereform.org/all.html 

· http://www.calvarychapel.com/library/Reference/ 

· Social/DivorceStatistics.htm 

· http://www.christians.org/command/com05.html 

· http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p3s2c2a4.htm 

Introduction: 


In Exodus 19, we see the children of Israel and Moses summoned at the foot of Mount Sinai to see God and to receive His law. God descends on the mountain in a thunderous storm with trumpets sounding, smoke and lightening covering the trembling mountain. God then speaks and delivers His commandments, the principle foundations for the Israelite’s new way of life. Ten in all God delivers to Moses in the presence and in the hearing of the people of Israel. Only one of them carries a promise and an earthly reward. That is the commandment to honor your father and mother. 

Lesson Outlines: 

1. Who are parents? 

Why would God dedicate a whole commandment out of 10 to these “beings”? Why would He stress it enough that He even promises us a reward for doing it? 

a. Parents are a gift from God. 

i. No one can choose his parents. One is born with them. It is a hand dealt by God according to His wisdom. 

ii. If God is in control and His providence encompasses us, then parents cannot be anything but God’s gift to us. 

· They are two people out of billions who are hand picked by God to be my parents. 

b. Parents love their children. 

i. In the animal kingdom, breeding is a biologic chemical reflex to insure the survival of the species (e.g. Female dog going into heat every cycle and male dog driven to impregnate her). There is multiple offspring to guarantee the survival of a few. It is a chemical, biological action void of any emotions or rational thinking. 

ii. In humanity, procreation is a rational decision, made consciously and driven by love to produce one unique child to care for. That love, instilled by God, is the same love that drove God to create human beings and love them, despite their rebellion and their hard-heartedness. 


That love is what keeps parents awake all night, change the child’s diapers, work extra hours to guarantee a good life for the child, and stay up late worried sick about the child when he is late; and it is the same love that makes parents wish their child turns up to be better than them (a quality that can not be found in any other being). 

iii. If it was not true that parents always love their children, then maybe one of the commandments should have been “Parents love your children.” It seems it was not necessary for God to even mention such an obvious and spontaneous thing. 

2. What is the value of parents? 

a. “When Jesus saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, ‘Woman, behold your son!’ Then He said to the disciple, ‘Behold your mother!’ And from that hour that disciple took her to his own [home].”(John 19:26) 

· Jesus Christ, knowing the importance of physical parents, while on the cross, instructed St. Mary to take care of St. John and vice versa. Jesus could the least have sent angels to cater for St. Mary and St. John till they both passed away, but He knew no matter how many angels came to serve them, they ultimately needed a physical mother and a physical son. 

b. What is the value of “un-parents”? 

i. Statistics show that parents are very important in raising a child: 

"Children living with a single parent or adult report a higher prevalence of activity limitation and higher rates of disability. They are also more likely to be in fair or poor health and more likely to have been hospitalized (National Center for Health Statistics, 1997).”  http://www.divorcereform.org/all.html 

ii. Look at God’s love: even if a family is not complete, God’s grace never leaves a child wanting love; He will fly to him and surround him with his loving arms. 

· "I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.” (John 14:18) 

3. How to treat your parents? 

a. Virtues needed for the commandment: 

i. Respect parents who, even if they’re imperfect, are still God’s gift to me and are people who love me immensely. 

· “Respect for parents derives from gratitude toward those who, by the gift of life, their love and their work, have brought their children into the world and enabled them to grow in stature, wisdom and grace.”  http://www.scborromeo.org 

· "With all your heart honor your father, and do not forget the birth pangs of your mother. Remember that through your parents you were born; what can you give back to them that equals their gift to you?" (Sirach 7:27-28). 

ii. Respect is shown by obedience. 

· "My son, keep your father's commandment and forsake not your mother's teaching… When you walk, they will lead you; when you lie down, they will watch over you; and when you awake, they will talk with you." (Proverbs 13:1) 

· “A wise son hears his father's instruction, but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.” (Proverbs 6:20-22) 

· “For the Lord honored the father above the children, and He confirmed the right of the mother over her sons. Whoever honors his father atones for sins, and whoever glorifies his mother is like one who lays up treasure. Whoever honors his father will be gladdened by his own children, and when he prays, he will be heard. Whoever glorifies his father will have long life, and whoever obeys the Lord will refresh his mother.” (Sirach 3:2-6) 

· “O son, help your father in his old age, and do not grieve him as long as he lives; even if he is lacking in understanding, show forbearance; in all your strength, do not despise him… Whoever forsakes his father is like a blasphemer, and whoever angers his mother is cursed by the Lord.” (Sirach 3:12-13, 16) 

iii. Humility to admit our own limitations/ignorance, naïveness/inexperience, and even prejudices and narrow-mindedness
iv. Love that drives one to open his heart to his parents and be frank with them in everything; love that drives one to contribute at home with the chores and the responsibilities; love that allows one to come close to them and close the gap between them and himself
Conclusion: 


Definition of “honor your father and mother”: 

“To a small child, honor means obedience. To an adolescent, it means respect. To an adult child, it means kindness, thoughtfulness and care of parents.”  http://www.christians.org 


This commandment then does not end. Its application changes from obedience of a child to taking care of one’s elderly parents as an adult. No other creature takes care of its elderly besides human beings; it is a characteristic that sets us apart from animals. 


This commandment is not as easy as it sounds, and that is why God gave it as a commandment and will reward whoever applies it. Parents can be overprotective, overbearing, forever treating their sons/daughters as children, not communicating with their kids, and frequently viewing life from a century old point of view. 


But it is easy to point the finger at others and stay idle ourselves. Children also dictate a big part of the relationship they have with their parents. Parents are people assigned to us by God to love us, guide us and guard us. 

Applications: 

· What will you do, on your part, to make your relationship with your parents complete? 

· Counsel children who are having difficulties in getting along with their parents. Help them develop better understanding and relationships with their parents. 


HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER(

Although the Bible says the Ten Commandments were written on two tablets of stone (Exodus [image: image1.png]24:12; 34:1), it does not tell us how these Ten Commandments were arranged on those tablets. Five on one and five on the other would seem natural, but is an unnatural division when you consider the themes of the commandments. From ancient times, biblical scholars have noticed that the first four commandments concern our relationship with God and the last six, our relationship with others.


It doesn't really matter how the commandments were arranged on the stone tablets, but it is important to note the twin themes. Judaism was the first world religion to combine worship (responsibilities toward God) with ethics (responsibilities toward humankind). The gods on Mt. Olympus were neither ethical in their own behavior nor did they make ethical demands of their worshipers. That cheap faith still has its fans. Neo-pagans have all the comfort and excitement of their religion with none of the inconvenience of a God who gets in their way when they want to do something.


In biblical religion, however, God is the Law-Giver. Ethics is theology at work; the Ten Commandments are worship in overalls. The commandments speak to both theology (our relationship with God) and ethics (our relationship with others).


The fifth commandment begins the second "table of the law": our responsibility toward one another. In this section, God tells us how to become more human by controlling certain physical impulses we share with lower animals such as anger, hunger and lust. Those activities are certainly natural. In fact, they are essential to our survival. But God calls us to something higher and nobler. He commands us to control what comes naturally so that we do not kill and steal and fornicate just because it appears to our immediate advantage. Anger, hunger and sex are powerful urges within all of us. Like fire, they are good gifts of God. Also, like fire, they become bad when they get out of control. Thus we have the Ten Commandments to tell us how to control our natural inclinations so nobody gets hurt.


What inclination do you think is controlled by the fifth commandment? Most animals instinctively care for their young. Bears and robins will attack you if you assault their babies. Although most species care for their young, none cares for its old except humans. The fifth commandment calls us to rise above our animal nature. God expects more of you and me than he does of cats and dogs. He commands children to provide for their parents just as parents instinctively provide for their children. "Honor your father and your mother." By honoring the aged, we rise above the rest of nature and become our true human selves.


We need to hear again the fifth commandment. Our modern age does not give the elderly the place of honor they had in earlier times and so richly deserve today. Bertrand Russell complained, "I was born in the wrong generation. When I was a young man, no one had any respect for youth. Now I am an old man and no one has any respect for age."


Nearly everyone, from Madison Avenue to the local church, honors youth. Now that's not a bad idea, but remember young age is not the age to which the Bible gives the greatest honor. Moses said, "Show respect for old people and honor them" (Leviticus 19:32). And St. Peter added, "You younger men must submit yourselves to the older men" (1 Peter 5:5).


I resent the fact that calling someone old sounds insulting. Our culture has twisted the traditional value of old age making something honorable appear disgraceful. In the Bible, old age is not a problem, it's a blessing (Isaiah 65:20; Zechariah 8:4-5). For thousands of years, to be called an "old man" or "old woman" was a high honor. Nowadays it's an insult. What on earth has happened to our values?


A youth-centered culture is a backward-facing culture. It is a society in which people honor what they used to be instead of what they are going to be.


Age is like money. It isn't how much we have spent but how much we have left. If we truly believe what we say we believe about eternal life, what we have left is forever. Every birthday takes us one year further from our birthdate and one year closer to our Father's house.


The root of the Hebrew word for honor means to "weigh heavy." The people who weigh me heavy are those who contribute most to my weight: my parents, my wife and my children; to them I owe great respect and honor.


The fifth commandment is addressed primarily to adults. It is not a biblical bully club that frustrated parents can use to beat their rebellious children into submission. Parents who try to get respect from their children by quoting this scripture will be as successful as trying to steer their car by honking their horn.


The fifth commandment has more to do with medical care, old-age pensions, and retirement homes than with disobedient minors. It means quite simply when your Mom and Dad have to depend on you, don't let them down. Honor your father and mother.


Although Social Security, Medicare, and old-age pensions have largely taken over the kind of responsibilities enjoined by this commandment, no system can honor your parents for you. Many systems are terribly impersonal and even insultingly dehumanizing.


When parents are no longer productive members of society, they need more than ever to be honored and reassured of their worth.


The fifth commandment commands honor for your parents but does not limit honor to them alone. It doesn't say, "Honor only your father and mother. That's just the beginning. The apostle Peter said, "Respect everyone" (1 Peter 2:17). Not only should children honor their parents, but parents should honor their children. The rich should honor the poor, and the poor should honor the rich. The weak should honor the strong, and the strong should honor the weak.


Jesus gave this commandment its highest application when he declared "Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me" (Matthew 25:40). You honor others by treating them with the same high respect you owe to the person of Jesus Christ. If you treat others the way you treat Jesus, you will honor not only your parents but every living soul.


Honor takes many different forms. It is much more than greeting cards, candy and flowers on Mother's Day. The way in which parents honor their children, for instance, differs from the way children honor their parents. It is a dishonor to treat everyone alike without respect to differing needs and responsibilities. True honor takes into account the age and situation of the people involved and the nature of the relationship. You're young only once, but you can stay immature the rest of your life.


One of the reasons the generation gap is such a problem is that it is not wide enough. Too many adults try to act as though they were teenagers, and too many teenagers try to act as though they were adults. With all the actors reading the lines of someone else, it is no wonder the play gets confusing. Children cannot honor their parents while refusing to accept the role of dependents. And parents cannot honor their children while evading their parental responsibilities.


To make matters even more complicated, the roles keep changing. By the time we realize our parents may have been right, we usually have children who think we're wrong. As children grow older, parental honor takes into account their growing competency, responsibility, and independence.


Children, likewise, honor their parents in different ways. To a small child, honor means obedience. To an adolescent, it means respect. To an adult child, it means kindness, thoughtfulness, and care of parents.


A boy will never become a man and a girl will never become a woman if they must always obey their parents. Though children eventually outgrow their need to obey their parents, they never outgrow their duty to honor their parents. The time may come when aged parents must obey their children. But even then, and especially then, children must find ways to honor their parents, to affirm their dignity and worth.


The apostle Paul reminds us that the fifth commandment is the first commandment with a promise: "so that all may go well with you, and you may live a long time in the land" (Ephesians 6:3). When a Sunday School servant asked a kid what that meant, his interpretation was, "I better do what my parents say or they'll kill me." Though there may be some parents who would not dispute that understanding, I don't think that's what Prophet Moses or St. Paul had in mind. "That you may live a long time in the land" is not a guarantee of extra years of life to individuals who honor their parents. It is a promise to preserve the social order that respects preceding generations. Remember the commandments were given after Israel left Egypt and before they entered and occupied the Promised Land. They were a brand new nation. So God gave them laws and a covenant to show them how to make it work. Good individuals may die young, but cultures in which people honor the aged endure with stability.


One of the reasons that Chinese culture has survived thousands of years through many political and social revolutions is that through it all, they obeyed the fifth commandment not because it was spoken by God through Moses, but because it was wise. "[That] you may live a long time in the land" is not a tempting bribe to good conduct but a statement of fact about nations and tribes and families in which honor is found.


Remember, the Bible doesn't tell who is to honor you but whom you are to honor - your parents, your children and everyone else. You obey the fifth commandment, not by demanding that others honor you but by taking the initiative to honor them.


NAME: ____________________________ 
first                                                 last                                                 .
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	Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.

Exodus 20:12


1. Parents are a _____________ from God.
2. Which of the Ten Commandments carry an earthly reward?

3. Why didn’t God command parents to love their children?

4. List three virtues needed to honor parents:
a) __________________________

b) __________________________

c) __________________________

5. Match the following:

To a child, honor means
respect

To an adolescent, honor means
kindness

To an adult, honor means
obedience

6. “A __________ son hears his father’s _______________, but a scoffer does not ___________ to rebuke.” (Proverbs 6)

7. What advise can you give to a child who’s having difficulties getting along with his parents?
( http://christians.org/command/com05.html
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