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Church Vessels 
Objective: 
· To learn about the Church vessels, their use and symbolizm
Memory Verse: 

“Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling.” (Psalm 2:11) 

References: 

· “Al Kharida Al Nafeesa fe Sharh Tokoos Al Kaneesah,” Fr Youhanna 

· “Manarah Al Akdas,” Fr. Mankorious 

· “ AL Kaneesah Beet Allah,” Fr Tadros Malaty 

Introduction: 


The Coptic Orthodox Church carries many symbols in its prayers and rituals. Each article used in church has a meaning and is intended to help us come closer to God during our prayers. The Church attempts to make prayer and worship a meaningful reminder of things that happened in the Bible and an atmosphere mimicking worship in heaven in front of the throne of God. 
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The Throne (Ark) 
· A wooden square box in which the chalice sits on top of the Altar 

· It is called the Throne because the Blood of Christ "sits" in it. 

· [image: image3.emf]It is also called the Ark because the Blood, which gives life to whomever drinks from it, is represented by the pot of Manna, which was in the Ark of the Covenant and was a symbol of the true Body of Christ. 

The Chalice 
· Carries the Blood of Christ 

· Christ used a chalice when He instituted the Eucharist (Matthew 26:26-27). 

· The Apostles used a chalice likewise (1 Corinthian 10:16,21). 

The Paten 

· Christ probably did not use a paten, but the Church uses it to protect against loosing any particles from the Body of Christ.
· [image: image4.emf]The Body of Christ is placed in it, so it represents: 

· The womb of St. Mary 

· The Manger 

· The tomb 

[image: image5.emf]The Dome (Star) 

· Made of two arches that cross together and form the shape of a cross 

· There is usually a small cross on top of it. 
· Represents the star that appeared to the wise men and stopped above the manger where Jesus lay 
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The Spoon (Mysteer) to administer the Blood to the believers 
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The Gospel 

· A metal case wherein a copy of the 4 gospels are placed. 

· An icon of St. Mary is usually on one side, and an icon of the Cross or the Saint of the church on the other. 

The Ciborium 
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A box wherein the Sacrament is placed to be taken to someone who couldn't come to the church to take communion. 

The Incense box 

· A box wherein the incense is placed to be used during the liturgy. 

· It is placed on the Altar. 

The Censor 

· [image: image9.jpg](T3



Represents St. Mary 

· The upper dome represents heaven 

· The lower dome represents the womb of St. Mary 

· The coal represents Christ's Humanity 

· The fire represents Christ's Divinity 

· The incense on top of the coal is the aroma that we received when He represented Himself as a True Sacrifice, and we smelled Him, as did His Good Father.
· The three chains represent the Trinity and are united by one chain in the Middle (the unity of the Trinity). 
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The Fans 
· Round headed with a long handle 

· The head is shaped like the halo around a saint's head, and a Seraph is sometimes drawn inside it. 

· Represents the Seraphim 

· Used by two deacons during the Praise of the Seraphim (The Cherubim worship You…) 

· Used to keep flies away from the Sacrifice, but that is not its main use
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Other Vessels 

· The Oblation basket 

· The cymbal and triangle 

· The water basin 

· The cruets for water and wine 

· The Holy Myron container 

Conclusion: 


As members in the Coptic Orthodox church, we should fully understand the meaning of the rites and rituals of the Church. We should be aware of all the symbolic meanings of different things in our Church. This will help us enjoy prayers in our Church and be able to preach and invite others to our Church. 

Application: 

· Search the Old Testament for the vessels used in the tabernacle of meeting. 


THE SACRED VESSELS(

In the Church, there are several special vessels to be used in the services. After being consecrated with prayers and anointed with the Holy Chrism, by the Bishop, they are only used for the service of God. 
1. THE CHALICE (The Communion Cup): [Piavot]

In the Chalice, wine and water are mixed; they convert into the Holy Blood of Jesus by the prayers of the Divine Liturgy of the Eucharist. The Lord Himself used the Chalice (Matthew 24:26,27). St. Paul called it the Cup of Blessing and the Cup of the Lord (I Corinthians 10:16-21).

The Chalice Materials:


The early Christian Chalices were commonly made of wood, glass, pottery or brass. By the Third and Fourth Centuries, precious metals were used (i.e. gold or silver set with jewels). St. Clement of Alexandria vigorously opposed the use of gold and precious stones. Some Fathers sold these precious vessels to give their value to the poor. Coptic Priests and Deacons were martyred because of their refusal to give the Church Vessels to their persecutors. 


The Coptic Chalice has a bell-shaped form; the stem is long and rests on a circular stand. In the Coptic Church, where the Chalice was not withdrawn from the laity, there was only one Chalice used. On the other hand, in the Western Churches, there are two types of Chalices: 
a. The Chalice of Consecration. 
b. The Ministerial Chalice, or "seyphus," because since the 15th Century, the Chalice was not given to the laymen.

According to the Coptic Orthodox Rite, wine is mixed with about one tenth, up to a maximum of one third, water because blood and water flowed from the Savior’s pierced side.
2. THE PATEN:


It is called in Coptic “]dickoc” and in Greek “Δισκος.” It is a small round tray without a stand and it has no engraving. It is made of metal, stainless steel, silver, or gold. The Lord may not have used a Paten because He consecrated the bread on His Hands. Because the Divine Liturgy takes a long time, the Paten is needed.

3. THE DOME:


In Greek, it is called "Asterisk," "Αστερισκ." It consists of two silver (or metal) arched bands crossed over each other, in the shape of a cross, and held together with a screw. It is usually surmounted by a small cross. It is said that St. John Chrysostom had introduced this vessel because it keeps the holy Bread in a prescribed order and supports the coverings. It represents the shape of a tomb and reminds us of the star that appeared to the Wise Men.

4. THE SPOON:


In Coptic, it is called “Pimy;tyr,” and in Greek, "Ʌαβις." It’s used to administer the mysterious Blood of Christ to the communicants. It is said that its use started in the 6th Century.

5. THE CRUETS:


They are the two vessels used for holding the wine and water for the Eucharist. There are other Cruets used in the Coptic Church:

a. The Cruet that is used to hold the Holy Chrism (Myron).
Only the Bishop or Priest can hold it, and it is usually preserved in the Sanctuary.

b. The Cruet containing the oil of Ghallilion or Gallilion used in the Liturgy of Baptism.

c. The Cruet that contains the oil of the Apocalypse used on the last Friday of the Great Lent. Another is used in the Sacrament of the Sick. There is also one used in the service of Bright Saturday, when the Book of Revelation is read.

6. THE ARK:


It is the wooden box placed in the middle of the Altar. It is called in Coptic "Pitotc", which means the seat or the throne, and it is used as the Chalice stand. It is usually cubical in shape. The top is closed with two flaps. It is beautifully carved, inlaid with ivory, and it is decorated with four small Iconographic pictures. It is called the Throne because it represents the presence of the Crucified Lord. It is also called the Ark because we are saved by the Blood of the New Testament, like Noah who was saved by the Ark, or because it resembles the Ark of the Covenant which contained:

a. The Tablets of the Law that represents Jesus Christ
b. The jar of Manna that represents the life giving Body of Christ (John 6)
c. Aaron's rod that flowered and represents Virgin Mary who gave birth to the Incarnate Lord
7. THE CIBORIUM:


It is a small vessel usually made of silver, circular in shape, approximately 6 cm. in diameter, and 6 cm. in height, with a cover. It is used to carry the Holy Communion to the sick or to prisoners.

8. THE GOSPEL:


A copy of the New Testament covered with silver or gold and decorated on one side with the Icon of the Resurrection or the Crucifixion, and on the other side with the Icon of the Patron Saint of the church or the Holy Virgin Mary carrying the Child Jesus. Originally, it was the Seasonal Katameros from which the daily readings were read.

9. THE CROSS:


The Cross is one of the Altar Vessels. The use of the Cross in the Christian daily life, in worship, in setting Church buildings, in Liturgical Services, began early in Christianity; the Cross is our glory. The use of the Cross on a large scale in church buildings started in the 4th Century, especially after the appearance of a Cross in the sky to Emperor Constantine, and the discovery of the Holy Cross by his mother Queen Helena. 

There is no Cross fixed on the Coptic Altar because the Altar itself is the Lord's Cross upon which His Sacrificial Body and Blood are offered. The Canopy of the Altar is decorated and surrounded with crosses.


During the Liturgical Services, the Priest uses a hand Cross as an article of the holy vessels. He uses it in all the priestly ministering, in crossing the Oblation & the incense, in consecrating the Baptismal water, in blessing the bridal couple, in giving peace to God's people and in asking for the absolution of sins. He holds it while reading the Bible and addressing the sermons.


The use of the hand Cross during Altar Services bears various mystical meanings:

a. The Priest's work is hidden in the Lord's Cross. He will not act by himself, but the Lord works through him.

b. It assures that all our worship and offerings are presented through Christ's Sacrifice and in His Name.                                                                  '

c. It is the evidence of the presence of Christ Himself among His people as the Living and Life Giving One.


There is also a big hand Cross raised in front of every Church procession.

10. THE LITURGICAL FANS:

They are called in Latin "Flabellum” and in Greek "Εξαπτηριον (Hexa Petergion)", or "Six winged," because they usually carry the figure of the six winged Seraphim. The use of these fans during the consecration continued in the West until the 14th Century, but it is still used in some churches in Egypt, especially in Upper Egypt.


These fans are made of linen, fine skin or peacock feathers. According to the Coptic Orthodox Rite, they are used during the recitation of the Seraphim Hymn as a sign of their presence to participate with us in our praise to God.


Some Orthodox Churches attach small bells to the fans to give a sound when they are waved like the sound of the Seraphim's wings as they fly.

11. THE CENSER OR THURIBLE:


The Thurible is a brass or silver vessel in the shape of a cup in which incense is burned. This container is suspended with three chains from which it can be swung during incensing.


In our Church, the Censer symbolizes the Holy Virgin Mary who bore the "True Coal burning with Fire," that is, the Incarnate Son of God. Its chains represent the Holy Trinity, Who participated in the Incarnation of the Logos. 
12. OTHER ITEMS: 
a. A small Box for the Incense, usually made of silver, bronze, brass or carved wood

b. The Ewer and Basin for the celebrant Priest to wash his hands during the Liturgical Services. They are made of bronze, stainless steel, clay or china. 
c. The "Qurban" (Oblation) Basket is a small basket made of palm leaves in which the Holy Bread is placed. From this Holy Bread, the "LAMB" is chosen. 
d. Musical instruments: The Coptic Hymns depend mainly on the natural instrument, the vocal cords. However, some primitive instruments, such as the triangle and the cymbals, are used to keep and adjust the tones and rhythm.


                             NAME: ____________________________  

First                  last          

Church Vessels 
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Memory Verse:

	Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling.

Psalm 2:11


1. Why is the box that holds the chalice called “the Ark?”
2. What does the paten represent?

3. What is the Ciborium?

4. What does the dome placed on the paten represent?

5. Match the part of the censor with its representation:

	Upper dome
	The Trinity

	Lower dome
	Womb of St. Mary

	Fire
	Christ’s Divinity

	Coal
	Aroma of Christ’s Sacrifice

	Incense
	Christ’s disciples

	Three chains
	Christ’s Humanity

	12 bells
	Heaven


6. What does the feather fans used during the Liturgy represent?
7. Why is it important to know the symbolic meanings of the different vessels used in church?[image: image1.emf] 

 





































































































( Liturgical Studies I, by the Very Reverend Hegumen Felimon Mikhail, Coptic Orthodox Theological Seminary, Fall 2004
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