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Saul, the Powerful King 
Objective: 
The dangers of rashness in our life
References: 

“The Life of David,” translated by Fr. Marcos Daoud 

Memory Verse: 

“Because it has pleased the Lord to make you His people” (1 Samuel 12:24)
Introduction: 

I. A People Who Want A King (Demand For A King) 


God ruled the people of Israel through judges who led a spiritual life, such as Prophet Samuel. Samuel used to declare the will of God to the people in all the important situations of life. When Samuel became old, the people asked him to appoint a king to govern them like all other nations. But that displeased Samuel because he wanted the people to be distinguished from all other nations by receiving the purpose of the Lord directly from Him. It did not please God to appoint a king for the people, but when they insisted, the Lord gave them a king. Samuel prayed to the Lord, and the Lord said to him, “Hearken to the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being King over them. Make them a king.” 

Lesson Outline: 

I. Samuel Anoints Saul as King 


The Lord told Samuel that He would bring him a man from the land of Benjamin and that Samuel would anoint him king over the people. When Samuel saw the man, the Lord said, “This is the man I told you about. He will rule my people.” There was a conversation between Saul and Samuel. Then Samuel took a jar of olive oil, poured it on Saul’s head and kissed him. When Saul turned to leave Samuel, God gave Saul a new nature (1 Samuel 9:15, 10:9). 

II. The Spirit of God Took Control of Saul 


King Saul met a group of prophets. Suddenly the Spirit of God took control of him; he joined their ecstatic dancing and shouting and started to prophesy. When the people caught sight of Saul among the prophets, they said what became a proverb: “Has even Saul become a prophet?” (1 Samuel 10:12). 


Samuel called the people together and told them that he had anointed Saul as king. So the people gave Saul a warm welcome, and Samuel said to them, “Here is the man the Lord has chosen; there is no one else among us like him.” All the people shouted, “Long live the King.” Saul was a mighty man. The Lord was with him in all his wars and wherever he went; he defeated his enemies. 

III. Saul Is Rejected As King 


Saul was rash and did not obey the Commandments of God. It happened that Samuel did not come at the appointed time to offer the burnt offering and the peace offerings. Saul was rash enough to offer the burnt offerings and the peace offerings himself, although he was not a priest; no one but a priest of the tribe of Levi was allowed to offer such offerings. 


In this way, Saul disobeyed the Lord’s Commandment. As soon as he had finished offering the burnt offering, behold Samuel came, and Saul went out to meet him and salute him. Samuel said, “What have you done?” and Saul said, “When I saw that you did not come within the days appointed, I offered the burnt offering.” Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly; you have not kept the commandment of the Lord your God, which He commanded you, for now the Lord would have established your kingdom over Israel for ever. But now your kingdom shall not continue; the Lord has sought out a man after His own heart, and the Lord has appointed him to be prince over the people.” 


The enemies gathered to fight Saul, and God was not with him. The fighting was very intense around Saul, and he got struck by enemy’s arrows and was badly wounded. Saul took his own sword, threw himself on it and died. The enemies took him, put his weapons in the temple of their idols and fastened his head in the temple of Dagon. But the people of Gilead took down his body at night, buried it and fasted for seven days. 

Conclusion/Questions: 

· Why was the Prophet Samuel displeased when the people asked him to anoint them a king? 

· How was the first king of Israel anointed? 

· “Has even Saul become a prophet?” What does this saying mean? 

· The life history of King Saul represents the history of Israel. When the people kept the commandment, the Lord supported them and when they disobeyed the commandment, the Lord rejected them. Explain. 

· Note that there is a difference between the men of the Old Testament and the believers of the Church in the New Testament when we speak about the Spirit of God filling them. What is that difference? 

Applications: 

· If you make a comparison between King Saul and Christ the King of Kings, you can complete the following: 

1. King Saul was appointed and chosen by the people, but Christ was ______________ 

2. Saul as anointed with the holy oil by Samuel, but Christ was anointed with the Holy _______ 

3. Saul disobeyed the commandment of the Lord, but Jesus obeyed the Will of God till ______ 

4. When Saul died, his body was thrown in the temple of idols, then it was buried, but when Jesus died on the ____, he broke the gates of ____, set free ____ and brought them back to ____.
· If you make a comparison between the government systems in the Old Testament and in the New Testament, you will note that: In the Old Testament, there were fathers, Judges and kings, but in the New Testament, we find that Christianity is not concerned with any system of governing, but she welcomes any advanced systems that emphasizes social justice and serves people’s interests. 

· Young men suffer from the problem of rashness. We saw the danger of this attitude in the life of Saul. It is necessary, then, for us to re-examine ourselves. 

· Do we seek the purpose of God before we start any new task, or do we rush and follow our wrong thoughts? 

· Do we think in the spirit of prayer before we do anything? 

· Do we behave foolishly with others and quickly judge the attitudes affected by other people’s words or by unsound emotions? 

· If you are suffering from the problem of rashness, practice the following spiritual exercise: Raise your prayers every morning and say to the Lord, “O Lord, guide me when I think, and speak through me. Fill my life with your Spirit, and be the Alpha and the Omega of my life, the beginning and the end. Do not allow me to be rash and do what I desire.” 





I Samuel 8
	1
	And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he made his sons judges over Israel.

	2
	Now the name of his first-born was Joel; and the name of his second, Abijah: they were judges in Beer-sheba.

	3
	And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted justice.

	4
	Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and came to Samuel unto Ramah;

	5
	and they said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations.

	6
	But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a king to judge us. And Samuel prayed unto Jehovah.

	7
	And Jehovah said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee; for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not be king over them.

	8
	According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt even unto this day, in that they have forsaken me, and served other gods, so do they also unto thee.

	9
	Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit thou shalt protest solemnly unto them, and shalt show them the manner of the king that shall reign over them.

	10
	And Samuel told all the words of Jehovah unto the people that asked of him a king.

	11
	And he said, This will be the manner of the king that shall reign over you: he will take your sons, and appoint them unto him, for his chariots, and to be his horsemen; and they shall run before his chariots;

	12
	and he will appoint them unto him for captains of thousands, and captains of fifties; and [he will set some] to plow his ground, and to reap his harvest, and to make his instruments of war, and the instruments of his chariots.

	13
	And he will take your daughters to be perfumers, and to be cooks, and to be bakers.

	14
	And he will take your fields, and your vineyards, and your olive-yards, even the best of them, and give them to his servants.

	15
	And he will take the tenth of your seed, and of your vineyards, and give to his officers, and to his servants.

	16
	And he will take your men-servants, and your maid-servants, and your goodliest young men, and your asses, and put them to his work.

	17
	He will take the tenth of your flocks: and ye shall be his servants.

	18
	And ye shall cry out in that day because of your king whom ye shall have chosen you; and Jehovah will not answer you in that day.

	19
	But the people refused to hearken unto the voice of Samuel; and they said, Nay: but we will have a king over us,

	20
	that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our battles.

	21
	And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he rehearsed them in the ears of Jehovah.

	22
	And Jehovah said to Samuel, Hearken unto their voice, and make them a king. And Samuel said unto the men of Israel, Go ye every man unto his city.


I Samuel 9
	1
	Now there was a man of Benjamin, whose name was Kish, the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Becorath, the son of Aphiah, the son of a Benjamite, a mighty man of valor.

	2
	And he had a son, whose name was Saul, a young man and a goodly: and there was not among the children of Israel a goodlier person than he: from his shoulders and upward he was higher than any of the people.

	3
	And the asses of Kish, Saul`s father, were lost. And Kish said to Saul his son, Take now one of the servants with thee, and arise, go seek the asses.

	4
	And he passed through the hill-country of Ephraim, and passed through the land of Shalishah, but they found them not: then they passed through the land of Shaalim, and there they were not: and he passed through the land of the Benjamites, but they found them not.

	5
	When they were come to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his servant that was with him, Come, and let us return, lest my father leave off caring for the asses, and be anxious for us.

	6
	And he said unto him, Behold now, there is in this city a man of God, and he is a man that is held in honor; all that he saith cometh surely to pass: now let us go thither; peradventure he can tell us concerning our journey whereon we go.

	7
	Then said Saul to his servant, But, behold, if we go, what shall we bring the man? for the bread is spent in our vessels, and there is not a present to bring to the man of God: what have we?

	8
	And the servant answered Saul again, and said, Behold, I have in my hand the fourth part of a shekel of silver: that will I give to the man of God, to tell us our way.

	9
	(Beforetime in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, thus he said, Come, and let us go to the seer; for he that is now called a Prophet was beforetime called a Seer.)

	10
	Then said Saul to his servant, Well said; come, let us go. So they went unto the city where the man of God was.

	11
	As they went up the ascent to the city, they found young maidens going out to draw water, and said unto them, Is the seer here?

	12
	And they answered them, and said, He is; behold, [he is] before thee: make haste now, for he is come to-day into the city; for the people have a sacrifice to-day in the high place:

	13
	as soon as ye are come into the city, ye shall straightway find him, before he goeth up to the high place to eat; for the people will not eat until he come, because he doth bless the sacrifice; [and] afterwards they eat that are bidden. Now therefore get you up; for at this time ye shall find him.

	14
	And they went up to the city; [and] as they came within the city, behold, Samuel came out toward them, to go up to the high place.

	15
	Now Jehovah had revealed unto Samuel a day before Saul came, saying,

	16
	To-morrow about this time I will send thee a man out of the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him to be prince over my people Israel; and he shall save my people out of the hand of the Philistines: for I have looked upon my people, because their cry is come unto me.

	17
	And when Samuel saw Saul, Jehovah said unto him, Behold, the man of whom I spake to thee! this same shall have authority over my people.

	18
	Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the gate, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, where the seer’s house is.

	19
	And Samuel answered Saul, and said, I am the seer; go up before me unto the high place, for ye shall eat with me to-day: and in the morning I will let thee go, and will tell thee all that is in thy heart.

	20
	And as for thine asses that were lost three days ago, set not they mind on them; for they are found. And for whom is all that is desirable in Israel? Is it not for thee, and for all thy father’s house?

	21
	And Saul answered and said, Am not I a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel? and my family the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? wherefore then speakest thou to me after this manner?

	22
	And Samuel took Saul and his servant, and brought them into the guest-chamber, and made them sit in the chiefest place among them that were bidden, who were about thirty persons.

	23
	And Samuel said unto the cook, Bring the portion which I gave thee, of which I said unto thee, Set it by thee.

	24
	And the cook took up the thigh, and that which was upon it, and set it before Saul. And [Samuel] said, Behold, that which hath been reserved! set it before thee and eat; because unto the appointed time hath it been kept for thee, for I said, I have invited the people. So Saul did eat with Samuel that day.

	25
	And when they were come down from the high place into the city, he communed with Saul upon the housetop.

	26
	And they arose early: and it came to pass about the spring of the day, that Samuel called to Saul on the housetop, saying, Up, that I may send thee away. And Saul arose, and they went out both of them, he and Samuel, abroad.

	27
	As they were going down at the end of the city, Samuel said to Saul, Bid the servant pass on before us (and he passed on), but stand thou still first, that I may cause thee to hear the word of God.


I Samuel 10
	1
	Then Samuel took the vial of oil, and poured it upon his head, and kissed him, and said, Is it not that Jehovah hath anointed thee to be prince over his inheritance?

	2
	When thou art departed from me to-day, then thou shalt find two men by Rachel’s sepulcher, in the border of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will say unto thee, The asses which thou wentest to seek are found; and, lo, thy father hath left off caring for the asses, and is anxious for you, saying, What shall I do for my son?

	3
	Then shalt thou go on forward from thence, and thou shalt come to the oak of Tabor; and there shall meet thee there three men going up to God to Beth-el, one carrying three kids, and another carrying three loaves of bread, and another carrying a bottle of wine:

	4
	and they will salute thee, and give thee two loaves of bread, which thou shalt receive of their hand.

	5
	After that thou shalt come to the hill of God, where is the garrison of the Philistines: and it shall come to pass, when thou art come thither to the city, that thou shalt meet a band of prophets coming down from the high place with a psaltery, and a timbrel, and a pipe, and a harp, before them; and they will be prophesying:

	6
	and the Spirit of Jehovah will come mightily upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy with them, and shalt be turned into another man.

	7
	And let it be, when these signs are come unto thee, that thou do as occasion shall serve thee; for God is with thee.

	8
	And thou shalt go down before me to Gilgal; and, behold, I will come down unto thee, to offer burnt-offerings, and to sacrifice sacrifices of peace-offerings: seven days shalt thou tarry, till I come unto thee, and show thee what thou shalt do.

	9
	And it was so, that, when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, God gave him another heart: and all those signs came to pass that day.

	10
	And when they came thither to the hill, behold, a band of prophets met him; and the Spirit of God came mightily upon him, and he prophesied among them.

	11
	And it came to pass, when all that knew him beforetime saw that, behold, he prophesied with the prophets, then the people said one to another, What is this that is come unto the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?

	12
	And one of the same place answered and said, And who is their father? Therefore it became a proverb, Is Saul also among the prophets?

	13
	And when he had made an end of prophesying, he came to the high place.

	14
	And Saul`s uncle said unto him and to his servant, Whither went ye? And he said, To seek the asses; and when we saw that they were not found, we came to Samuel.

	15
	And Saul`s uncle said, Tell me, I pray thee, what Samuel said unto you.

	16
	And Saul said unto his uncle, He told us plainly that the asses were found. But concerning the matter of the kingdom, whereof Samuel spake, he told him not.

	17
	And Samuel called the people together unto Jehovah to Mizpah;

	18
	and he said unto the children of Israel, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, I brought up Israel out of Egypt, and I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all the kingdoms that oppressed you:

	19
	but ye have this day rejected your God, who himself saveth you out of all your calamities and your distresses; and ye have said unto him, [Nay], but set a king over us. Now therefore present yourselves before Jehovah by your tribes, and by your thousands.

	20
	So Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel near, and the tribe of Benjamin was taken.

	21
	And he brought the tribe of Benjamin near by their families; and the family of the Matrites was taken; and Saul the son of Kish was taken: but when they sought him, he could not be found.

	22
	Therefore they asked of Jehovah further, Is there yet a man to come hither? And Jehovah answered, Behold, he hath hid himself among the baggage.

	23
	And they ran and fetched him thence; and when he stood among the people, he was higher than any of the people from his shoulders and upward.

	24
	And Samuel said to all the people, See ye him whom Jehovah hath chosen, that there is none like him along all the people? And all the people shouted, and said, [Long] live the king.

	25
	Then Samuel told the people the manner of the kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and laid it up before Jehovah. And Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his house.

	26
	And Saul also went to his house to Gibeah; and there went with him the host, whose hearts God had touched.

	27
	But certain worthless fellows said, How shall this man save us? And they despised him, and brought him no present. But he held his peace.


I Samuel 13
	1
	Saul was [forty] years old when he began to reign; and when he had reigned two years over Israel,

	2
	Saul chose him three thousand men of Israel, whereof two thousand were with Saul in Michmash and in the mount of Beth-el, and a thousand were with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin: and the rest of the people he sent every man to his tent.

	3
	And Jonathan smote the garrison of the Philistines that was in Geba: and the Philistines heard of it. And Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, saying, Let the Hebrews hear.

	4
	And all Israel heard say that Saul had smitten the garrison of the Philistines, and also that Israel was had in abomination with the Philistines. And the people were gathered together after Saul to Gilgal.

	5
	And the Philistines assembled themselves together to fight with Israel, thirty thousand chariots, and six thousand horsemen, and people as the sand which is on the sea-shore in multitude: and they came up, and encamped in Michmash, eastward of Beth-aven.

	6
	When the men of Israel saw that they were in a strait (for the people were distressed), then the people did hide themselves in caves, and in thickets, and in rocks, and in coverts, and in pits.

	7
	Now some of the Hebrews had gone over the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead; but as for Saul, he was yet in Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling.

	8
	And he tarried seven days, according to the set time that Samuel [had appointed]: but Samuel came not to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him.

	9
	And Saul said, Bring hither the burnt-offering to me, and the peace-offerings. And he offered the burnt-offering.

	10
	And it came to pass that, as soon as he had made an end of offering the burnt-offering, behold, Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet him, that he might salute him.

	11
	And Samuel said, What hast thou done? And Saul said, Because I saw that the people were scattered from me, and that thou camest not within the days appointed, and that the Philistines assembled themselves together at Michmash;

	12
	therefore said I, Now will the Philistines come down upon me to Gilgal, and I have not entreated the favor of Jehovah: I forced myself therefore, and offered the burnt-offering.

	13
	And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly; thou hast not kept the commandment of Jehovah thy God, which he commanded thee: for now would Jehovah have established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever.

	14
	But now thy kingdom shall not continue: Jehovah hath sought him a man after his own heart, and Jehovah hath appointed him to be prince over his people, because thou hast not kept that which Jehovah commanded thee.

	15
	And Samuel arose, and gat him up from Gilgal unto Gibeah of Benjamin. And Saul numbered the people that were present with him, about six hundred men.

	16
	And Saul, and Jonathan his son, and the people that were present with them, abode in Geba of Benjamin: but the Philistines encamped in Michmash.

	17
	And the spoilers came out of the camp of the Philistines in three companies: one company turned unto the way that leadeth to Ophrah, unto the land of Shual;

	18
	and another company turned the way to Beth-horon; and another company turned the way of the border that looketh down upon the valley of Zeboim toward the wilderness.

	19
	Now there was no smith found throughout all the land of Israel; for the Philistines said, Lest the Hebrews make them swords or spears:

	20
	but all the Israelites went down to the Philistines, to sharpen every man his share, and his coulter, and his axe, and his mattock;

	21
	yet they had a file for the mattocks, and for the coulters, and for the forks, and for the axes, and to set the goads.

	22
	So it came to pass in the day of battle, that there was neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any of the people that were with Saul and Jonathan: but with Saul and with Jonathan his son was there found.

	23
	And the garrison of the Philistines went out unto the pass of Michmash.


I Samuel 14
	1
	Now it fell upon a day, that Jonathan the son of Saul said unto the young man that bare his armor, Come, and let us go over to the Philistines` garrison, that is on yonder side. But he told not his father.

	2
	And Saul abode in the uttermost part of Gibeah under the pomegranate-tree which is in Migron: and the people that were with him were about six hundred men;

	3
	and Ahijah, the son of Ahitub, Ichabod`s brother, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the priest of Jehovah in Shiloh, wearing an ephod. And the people knew not that Jonathan was gone.

	4
	And between the passes, by which Jonathan sought to go over unto the Philistines` garrison, there was a rocky crag on the one side, and a rocky crag on the other side: and the name of the one was Bozez, and the name of the other Seneh.

	5
	The one crag rose up on the north in front of Michmash, and the other on the south in front of Geba.

	6
	And Jonathan said to the young man that bare his armor, Come, and let us go over unto the garrison of these uncircumcised: it may be that Jehovah will work for us; for there is no restraint to Jehovah to save by many or by few.

	7
	And his armor-bearer said unto him, Do all that is in thy heart: turn thee, behold, I am with thee according to thy heart.

	8
	Then said Jonathan, Behold, we will pass over unto the men, and we will disclose ourselves unto them.

	9
	If they say thus unto us, Tarry until we come to you; then we will stand still in our place, and will not go up unto them.

	10
	But if they say thus, Come up unto us; then we will go up; for Jehovah hath delivered them into our hand: and this shall be the sign unto us.

	11
	And both of them disclosed themselves unto the garrison of the Philistines: and the Philistines said, Behold, the Hebrews come forth out of the holes where they had hid themselves.

	12
	And the men of the garrison answered Jonathan and his armor-bearer, and said, Come up to us, and we will show you a thing. And Jonathan said unto his armor-bearer, Come up after me; for Jehovah hath delivered them into the hand of Israel.

	13
	And Jonathan climbed up upon his hands and upon his feet, and his armor-bearer after him: and they fell before Jonathan; and his armor-bearer slew them after him.

	14
	And that first slaughter, which Jonathan and his armor-bearer made, was about twenty men, within as it were half a furrow’s length in an acre of land.

	15
	And there was a trembling in the camp, in the field, and among all the people; the garrison, and the spoilers, they also trembled; and the earth quaked: so there was an exceeding great trembling.

	16
	And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked; and, behold, the multitude melted away, and they went [hither] and thither.

	17
	Then said Saul unto the people that were with him, Number now, and see who is gone from us. And when they had numbered, behold, Jonathan and his armor-bearer were not there.

	18
	And Saul said unto Ahijah, Bring hither the ark of God. For the ark of God was [there] at that time with the children of Israel.

	19
	And it came to pass, while Saul talked unto the priest, that the tumult that was in the camp of the Philistines went on and increased: and Saul said unto the priest, Withdraw thy hand.

	20
	And Saul and all the people that were with him were gathered together, and came to the battle: and, behold, every man`s sword was against his fellow, [and there was] a very great discomfiture.

	21
	Now the Hebrews that were with the Philistines as beforetime, and that went up with them into the camp, [from the country] round about, even they also [turned] to be with the Israelites that were with Saul and Jonathan.

	22
	Likewise all the men of Israel that had hid themselves in the hill-country of Ephraim, when they heard that the Philistines fled, even they also followed hard after them in the battle.

	23
	So Jehovah saved Israel that day: and the battle passed over by Beth-aven.

	24
	And the men of Israel were distressed that day; for Saul had adjured the people, saying, Cursed be the man that eateth any food until it be evening, and I be avenged on mine enemies. So none of the people tasted food.

	25
	And all the people came into the forest; and there was honey upon the ground.

	26
	And when the people were come unto the forest, behold, the honey dropped: but no man put his hand to his mouth; for the people feared the oath.

	27
	But Jonathan heard not when his father charged the people with the oath: wherefore he put forth the end of the rod that was in his hand, and dipped it in the honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth; and his eyes were enlightened.

	28
	Then answered one of the people, and said, Thy father straightly charged the people with an oath, saying, Cursed be the man that eateth food this day. And the people were faint.

	29
	Then said Jonathan, My father hath troubled the land: see, I pray you, how mine eyes have been enlightened, because I tasted a little of this honey.

	30
	How much more, if haply the people had eaten freely to-day of the spoil of their enemies which they found? for now hath there been no great slaughter among the Philistines.

	31
	And they smote of the Philistines that day from Michmash to Aijalon. And the people were very faint;

	32
	and the people flew upon the spoil, and took sheep, and oxen, and calves, and slew them on the ground; and the people did eat them with the blood.

	33
	Then they told Saul, saying, Behold, the people sin against Jehovah, in that they eat with the blood. And he said, ye have dealt treacherously: roll a great stone unto me this day.

	34
	And Saul said, Disperse yourselves among the people, and say unto them, Bring me hither every man his ox, and every man his sheep, and slay them here, and eat; and sin not against Jehovah in eating with the blood. And all the people brought every man his ox with him that night, and slew them there.

	35
	And Saul built an altar unto Jehovah: the same was the first altar that he built unto Jehovah.

	36
	And Saul said, Let us go down after the Philistines by night, and take spoil among them until the morning light, and let us not leave a man of them. And they said, Do whatsoever seemeth good unto thee. Then said the priest, Let us draw near hither unto God.

	37
	And Saul asked counsel of God, Shall I go down after the Philistines? wilt thou deliver them into the hand of Israel? But he answered him not that day.

	38
	And Saul said, Draw nigh hither, all ye chiefs of the people; and know and see wherein this sin hath been this day.

	39
	For, as Jehovah liveth, who saveth Israel, though it be in Jonathan my son, he shall surely die. But there was not a man among all the people that answered him.

	40
	Then said he unto all Israel, Be ye on one side, and I and Jonathan my son will be on the other side. And the people said unto Saul, Do what seemeth good unto thee.

	41
	Therefore Saul said unto Jehovah, the God of Israel, Show the right. And Jonathan and Saul were taken [by lot]; but the people escaped.

	42
	And Saul said, Cast [lots] between me and Jonathan my son. And Jonathan was taken.

	43
	Then Saul said to Jonathan, Tell me what thou hast done. And Jonathan told him, and said, I did certainly taste a little honey with the end of the rod that was in my hand; and, lo, I must die.

	44
	And Saul said, God do so and more also; for thou shalt surely die, Jonathan.

	45
	And the people said unto Saul, Shall Jonathan die, who hath wrought this great salvation in Israel? Far from it: as Jehovah liveth, there shall not one hair of his head fall to the ground; for he hath wrought with God this day. So the people rescued Jonathan, that he died not.

	46
	Then Saul went up from following the Philistines; and the Philistines went to their own place.

	47
	Now when Saul had taken the kingdom over Israel, he fought against all his enemies on every side, against Moab, and against the children of Ammon, and against Edom, and against the kings of Zobah, and against the Philistines: and whithersoever he turned himself, he put [them] to the worse.

	48
	And he did valiantly, and smote the Amalekites, and delivered Israel out of the hands of them that despoiled them.

	49
	Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan, and Ishvi, and Malchishua; and the names of his two daughters were these: the name of the first-born Merab, and the name of the younger Michal:

	50
	and the name of Saul`s wife was Ahinoam the daughter of Ahimaaz. And the name of the captain of his host was Abner the son of Ner, Saul`s uncle.

	51
	And Kish was the father of Saul; and Ner the father of Abner was the son of Abiel.

	52
	And there was sore war against the Philistines all the days of Saul: and when Saul saw any mighty man, or any valiant man, he took him unto him.


I Samuel 15
	1
	And Samuel said unto Saul, Jehovah sent me to anoint thee to be king over his people, over Israel: now therefore hearken thou unto the voice of the words of Jehovah.

	2
	Thus saith Jehovah of hosts, I have marked that which Amalek did to Israel, how he set himself against him in the way, when he came up out of Egypt.

	3
	Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass.

	4
	And Saul summoned the people, and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred thousand footmen, and ten thousand men of Judah.

	5
	And Saul came to the city of Amalek, and laid wait in the valley.

	6
	And Saul said unto the Kenites, Go, depart, get you down from among the Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them; for ye showed kindness to all the children of Israel, when they came up out of Egypt. So the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites.

	7
	And Saul smote the Amalekites, from Havilah as thou goest to Shur, that is before Egypt.

	8
	And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword.

	9
	But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them: but everything that was vile and refuse, that they destroyed utterly.

	10
	Then came the word of Jehovah unto Samuel, saying,

	11
	It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king; for he is turned back from following me, and hath not performed my commandments. And Samuel was wroth; and he cried unto Jehovah all night.

	12
	And Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning; and it was told Samuel, saying, Saul came to Carmel, and, behold, he set him up a monument, and turned, and passed on, and went down to Gilgal.

	13
	And Samuel came to Saul; and Saul said unto him, Blessed be thou of Jehovah: I have performed the commandment of Jehovah.

	14
	And Samuel said, What meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?

	15
	And Saul said, They have brought them from the Amalekites: for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto Jehovah thy God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed.

	16
	Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee what Jehovah hath said to me this night. And he said unto him, Say on.

	17
	And Samuel said, Though thou wast little in thine own sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes of Israel? And Jehovah anointed thee king over Israel;

	18
	and Jehovah sent thee on a journey, and said, Go, and utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against them until they be consumed.

	19
	Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of Jehovah, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst that which was evil in the sight of Jehovah?

	20
	And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of Jehovah, and have gone the way which Jehovah sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.

	21
	But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the devoted things, to sacrifice unto Jehovah thy God in Gilgal.

	22
	And Samuel said, Hath Jehovah as great delight in burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of Jehovah? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.

	23
	For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as idolatry and teraphim. Because thou hast rejected the word of Jehovah, he hath also rejected thee from being king.

	24
	And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned; for I have transgressed the commandment of Jehovah, and thy words, because I feared the people, and obeyed their voice.

	25
	Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn again with me, that I may worship Jehovah.

	26
	And Samuel said unto Saul, I will not return with thee; for thou hast rejected the word of Jehovah, and Jehovah hath rejected thee from being king over Israel.

	27
	And as Samuel turned about to go away, [Saul] laid hold upon the skirt of his robe, and it rent.

	28
	And Samuel said unto him, Jehovah hath rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this day, and hath given it to a neighbor of thine, that is better than thou.

	29
	And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent; for he is not a man, that he should repent.

	30
	Then he said, I have sinned: yet honor me now, I pray thee, before the elders of my people, and before Israel, and turn again with me, that I may worship Jehovah thy God.

	31
	So Samuel turned again after Saul; and Saul worshipped Jehovah.

	32
	Then said Samuel, Bring ye hither to me Agag the king of the Amalekites. And Agag came unto him cheerfully. And Agag said, Surely the bitterness of death is past.

	33
	And Samuel said, As thy sword hath made women childless, so shall thy mother be childless among women. And Samuel hewed Agag in pieces before Jehovah in Gilgal.

	34
	Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house to Gibeah of Saul.

	35
	And Samuel came no more to see Saul until the day of his death; for Samuel mourned for Saul: and Jehovah repented that he had made Saul king over Israel.




SAUL: THE FIRST KING(
Bible Reading:   I Samuel 8-10

Golden Verses: 
· "I will teach you the way that is good and right." I Samuel 12:23
· "Be sure to fear the Lord and serve Him faithfully with all your heart." I Samuel 12:24

Lesson Aim:

Saul was blessed when he was anointed king of Israel.

Lesson Notes:

1. Samuel became the judge of Israel until he was very old.

2. The Israelites then asked for a king, like all the other nations.

3. Samuel did not want to make the decision without asking God.

4. Notice that it was not wrong for the Israelites to ask for a king, but:

a. They wanted a king so they could be like other nations and not follow God's plan.

b. It was too early because God was planning to anoint David as their king to prepare them for the Messiah.

5. Finally, God selects Saul to be their first king.

a. He was a serious and responsible person (i.e. he didn't want to loose his father's donkey).

b. He was concerned about his father's feelings.

c. He listens to others and values their advice.

6. Samuel recognizes Saul because God revealed his identity to him.

7. Saul was anointed to be king by oil, a symbol of the Holy Spirit.

8. From that point on, God blessed Saul. He looked to Samuel as his teacher.

9. The people of Israel loved Saul and followed him.


SAUL REJECTED AS KING(
Bible Reading:   I Samuel 13-15

Golden Verses: 
"To obey is better than to sacrifice and to heed is better than the fat of rams. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has rejected you as king." 
I Samuel 15: 22-23

Lesson Aim:

Saul was blessed when he was anointed as a king; however, he lost God's blessing when he sinned against Him.

Lesson Notes:

1. The beginning of Saul's fall happened when he made his offering at Gilgal. He did not wait for Samuel; Saul assumed the priest's job without God's permission.
2. Saul did not confess his sin when he faced Samuel and started giving excuses.

3. Because Saul did not keep God's commands, he did not deserve to be the leader of God's people. Samuel had warned Saul that God had sought out another man to lead Israel.

4. From that moment, Saul continued to disobey Samuel and God.

5. Saul tore Samuel's robe as a prophecy about his kingdom being torn apart.

6. Samuel returned to Ramah until he died and never went back to see Saul again.


Samuel and Saul(
(Abbreviated Lesson for Kids)
I. Saul Is Anointed King
A. The Israelites reject God as their King.
1. They demand from Samuel to choose a king to fight their wars.
2. Samuel warns the people about having an earthly king.

B. Saul is chosen to be a king.
1. He goes with his servant to look for his father’s donkeys.

2. They decide to see Samuel for guidance.

3. God reveals to Samuel the chosen king.

4. Samuel anoints Saul as king.

C. God blesses Saul and helps him win many battles.

· Against Moab, Ammon, Edom, Zobah & Philistine
II. Saul Sins and Looses God’s Blessing

A. He unlawfully offers a burnt offering.
1. The Philistines, in great number, were waiting to fight Israel.

· They had 30,000 chariots and 6,000 horsemen.
2. Saul waits 7 days for Samuel to come and offer, but Samuel is delayed.

3. Saul makes the offering himself, so the people won’t get scattered.

B. Saul disobeys God’s commandment.

1. God commands him to utterly destroy the Amalekites.

2. Saul questions God’s request and disobeys.

3. He saves King Agag and the best spoils of the Amalekits.

C. Saul is rejected by the Lord.

1. Saul exalts himself above God.

i He questions God’s decisions.

ii He conducts his life as he pleases.

2. Saul’s repentance was not accepted.

i His heart was not right with God.

ii He rent his robe.

Saul, the First King
(The Story in a Nutshell)
1. Samuel’s sons become judges over Israel but don’t walk in his ways. They pervert justice, take bribes and turn to dishonest gain.

2. The people ask for a king so they can live like other nations. They reject God’s reign over them.

3. God accepts their choice but warns them of the outcome:

· “You will cry out in that day because of your king whom you have chosen for yourselves, and the Lord will not hear you in that day.”

· Bearing the consequences of our choices

4. Saul looks everywhere for his father’s donkeys; he was a serious and responsible person. His servant suggests asking Samuel the prophet for advice and giving him ¼ shekel of silver as a gift. Saul listens and values his servant’s advice.

5. The Lord reveals to Samuel who would be the king. Saul lodges and eats with Samuel the sacrifice of the people.

6. Samuel anoints Saul with oil, a symbol of the Holy Spirit. Saul was from the smallest tribe of Israel (Benjamin) and from the least of all its families.

7. God gives Saul another heart, and he begins to prophesy with a group of prophets. He turns into another man because God’s Spirit comes on him.

8. Samuel explains to the people the behavior of loyalty and writes it in a book. He proclaims to the people God’s choice for a king.

9. Saul chooses 3,000 men to attack the Philistines. The Philistines gather to fight Israel with 30,000 chariots, 6,000 horsemen and people as many as the sand on the seashore.

10. The Israelites become distressed and hide in caves, thickets, rocks, holes and pits. Some cross over the land of Gad and Gilead in order to escape.

11. Saul and his fighters waited for Samuel to come, trembling. The people begin to scatter from Saul after waiting for 7 days.

12. Saul takes on the duty of priesthood and offers the burnt offering, so his people won’t abandon him.
13. Upon completing the offering, Samuel comes and rebukes Saul for disobeying God, telling him that the Lord would take away his kingdom and give it to another man.
14. There was no blacksmiths in all Israel at the time, so the people couldn’t make swords and spears. They had to go to the Philistines and pay to get them sharpened.
15. Jonathan and his servant go to fight a Philistine garrison; he has faith that God can save by many or by few. They show themselves to the Philistines, who ask them to come up and see something. Jonathan and his servant kill 20 men on that occasion.
16. The Israelites fight the Philistines, and the Lord saves them; every man’s sword was against his neighbor in the camps of the Philistines.

17. The Lord tells Saul, through Samuel, to attack the Amalekites and kill everything they have, including man, woman, infant, ox, sheep, camel, donkey, etc.

18. Saul attacks the Amalekites and utterly destroys them, but he saves their king, Agag, and the best of the sheep, oxen, lambs, and other goods.

19. Saul also sets up a monument for himself and tells Samuel that he had performed the Lord’s commandment!
20. The Lord regrets making Saul a king. Saul intention to offer sacrifices with the animals he took from the Amalekites is wrong.

· And Samuel said, “Hath Jehovah as great delight in burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of Jehovah? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as idolatry and teraphim. Because thou hast rejected the word of Jehovah, he hath also rejected thee from being king.” (I Sam 15:22,23)
· The importance of repenting and confessing before taking Communion

· Obeying God’s commandments first

21. Saul tears Samuel’s robe when Samuel refuses to return with him to worship the Lord. This was a symbol of his kingdom being torn apart.
22. Samuel mourns for Saul and never stops praying for him.

NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
Saul, the First King

I Samuel chapters 8, 9, & 10

Verse to Memorize:

	Because it has pleased the Lord to make you His people.
1 Samuel 12:24


1. With an earthly king, all the following would happen to Israel, except:

a) Israel's best sons and daughter would become the king's servants.

b) The best of the fields would be taken for the king.

c) One-tenth of all sheep, grain, and vintage would belong to the king.

d) The king would love and watch over each one of them.

e) The people would cry out for help because of their king.
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2. The _________________ asked Samuel to make them a ___________ so they can be like all other ________________.

3. The children of Israel rejected God as their only Ruler, so God

a) Gave them up to their enemies.

b) Planned for them to have an earthly king.

c) Stopped caring for them.

d) Took away his prophets from among them.

e) Let them search for the right king on their own. 

4. How was Saul distinguished from the rest of the people?

5. ___________ anointed Saul's head with ___________, a symbol of   ___________________.

6. How did Samuel know that Saul is to be the king?

7. What happened to Saul after he was anointed?



a) He found his donkeys.



b) He told everyone.



c) God gave him another heart (spirit).



d) He prophesied.



e) c & d

NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
Saul Rejected As King

I Samuel chapter 13

	Verse to Memorize:

Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.

I Samuel 15:22


1. Why were the men of Israel in distress?



a) Jonathan attacked them in Geba.



b) Saul set them for a war.



c) The Philistines gathered to fight. 



d) They hid in caves, rocks, and pits.
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2. ______________ was late, and the people were ______________ from Saul; so ________ made the offering instead.

3. Upon hearing Saul's excuse, Samuel said:



a) God had forgiven him



b) He had done foolishly



c) He would lose the war



d) His would lose his life soon

4. Whom did Saul blame for his sin?



a) Samuel



b) The people that were with him



c) The Philistines



d) Time



e) All the above

5. Saul started giving excuses for his _______; he did not con_____________.

6. The ____________ has sought for Himself a man after His ______________________.

7. How did God punish Saul's sin?
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