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Love is the Greatest Gift 
Objective: 
Love is the greatest gift of practicing true love. 

References: 

· “The fruit of the Spirit is love,” Fr. Bishoy Kamel
· “The Divine Love and the Commandment,” St. George Church, Sporting
· “Love for the Neighbor,” St. George Church, Sporting
Memory Verse: 

“Love never fails” (1 Corinthians 13: 8). 

Introduction: 


When St. John the Beloved became very old, the believers used to carry him to the pulpit of the church to preach; he only repeated these words each time: “Love one another, my sons, love one another.” When he was asked why he kept repeating these words, he said, “Love is the fulfilling of the commandments and the law, and he who loves is born of God for God is love.” 

Lesson Outline: 

I. A Nice Story 


Marcos sat in his room, opened his Bible and read St. Paul’s Epistle to the Corinthians. The first Epistle, chapter 13, was about love, but he could not understand the practical meaning of love. While he was thinking, he fell asleep and saw a nice vision in a dream. When he awoke from sleep, he wrote down what he saw in his dream. 


“I was at a railway station. I saw a man standing beside me. The man said to me, ‘Come with me.’ I walked with him and we took the train. We sat at two opposite seats. The train moved. The first station we stopped at was ‘The New Corinth.’ We got out of the train. While we were walking together, I looked at the man. The man smiled at me. His face was all kindness and peace. Comfort filled my heart and I was happy. The people who were walking in the street were also calm and had bright faces. We reach the Love Square. In the middle of that square, there was water flowing from a nice fountain. The Square was full of statues. The man said to me, ‘Look at this big cross on which the crucified Christ is hung.’ I looked and saw Jesus hung on the cross and there was a statement written under him: “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends” (John 15:13). There was also a statue of St. Stephen the first martyr bowing on his knees. The words he had said were written under him: “Lord, do not charge them with this sin” (Acts 7:60). In a corner, I saw a big painting of Virgin Mary holding the child Jesus in her arms, and the hymn that Mary sang was written thus: “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior, for He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant... For He who is mighty has done great things for me and holy is His name” (Luke 1:46-49). There was a statue of the Father receiving the Lost Son, and these words were written: “Let us eat and be merry, for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found” (Luke 15:23, 24). 


We found a seat at a corner and we sat there, the one beside the other. I said to the man, “I like this beautiful square.” And the man said, “In this place, no one knows animosity or hatred; no one feels jealous of anyone else; each one serves the others with the gifts he has, modestly and thankfully. Nobody boasts about what he has before others because the Lord has given each one of them the blessing to serve others with their gifts. Nobody raises his voice foolishly or impolitely, but each one listens to the others with patience and lowliness. When a person like you sits with his friends or in his class, he listens attentively to what the others say. He never despises anyone; he never tries to impose himself on others but tries to convince them of his opinion and points of view with patience. Even if someone says something incorrect, he does not despise him or answer him dryly, but he says a nice word instead. In this way, the situation changes to the better; discussions become fruitful, and they all talk in a friendly atmosphere. Each one of them opens his heart to the other, speaks frankly, believes what the other says and endures everything with perfect love. Each one of them expresses his good wishes to the other.” 


I said to the man, “I like to stay in this place and enjoy this friendly atmosphere which is full of love.” The man said, “But you can enjoy this atmosphere in your life. Everything depends on you. When your heart is filled with love for all people, you will see everything in a different way; you will find that the small problems can be easily solved, and you will …” I interrupted him saying, “But how can I listen to a person who insults me without answering him back? How can I love such a person?” The man said, “This is why love is the greatest virtue. You need to train yourself and practice love in your life if you truly desire to live in New Corinth. You can live there with your mind and heart. Did you know that love is the crown of all gifts and the mother of all virtues?” When I heard these words, I came to myself and looked around me; all I realized was a nice dream and the Holy Bible still open at the same chapter. At once, I took a piece of paper and a pen and began to write and record this beautiful dream. 

II. Let Us Go To the New Corinth 


Marcos read his dream to his colleagues in class the following Sunday, and when he finished reading it, there was a lot of discussion among his colleagues. One of them said, “I envy the boy who sits beside me in class because he gets higher grades on the examinations.” The teacher said, “You must not be jealous of him because this may lead to hatred; you have to rejoice. At the same time, you have to exert a greater effort and study hard; in this way, you will get higher grades on the next exam.” 


Marcos said, “I love my younger brother, but he annoys me when he takes my things and uses them.  I know that I must show kindness to him and share with him the things that belong to me. But I will tell him that when he needs anything, he must tell me before he takes it so that I may not have to search for it.” 


Then all the class read together chapter 13 of St. Paul’s first epistle to the Corinthians. One of the boys asked, “I cannot understand how love is considered greater than faith or hope.” The teacher said, “Our faith in God is based on God’s love for us and our love for God; without love, there is no faith or hope. St. John the apostle explained this meaning clearly: “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God, and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him” (1 John 4: 7-9). 


Without love, the soul cannot draw near to God because God is Love. That is what St. John the Beloved preached all the days of his life, even when he became an old man. 

III. St. Paul the Apostle Says, “Aim for Love” 


In this epistle to the Corinthians, St. Paul explained the importance of gifts in the Church; he said to the believers, “Earnestly desire the best gifts,” and then he said, “And yet I show you a more excellent way.” (1 Corinthians 12:31). 
He asked the believers to aim at the life of love. He wonderfully emphasized the importance of love by saying, “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3). 

This shows us that love is the greatest of all gifts, whether these gifts are speaking in tongues of men, prophetic powers, knowledge, faith or works of mercy; unless these gifts are mixed with love, they become void of the good essence that makes them acceptable before the Lord because the Lord does not accept works in number or quantity but in quality. 


Regarding this, the apostle says, “And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:13). 
IV. The Importance of Love in the Christian Life 

There are three kinds of love in our life: 

1. The first kind is the passion of the flesh. This is called lust because it comes from selfishness. 

2. The second kind is mutual love, which is superior to the first kind, but it is not deep and it cannot form unity between lovers. 

3. The third kind is spiritual love (Agape), which is true Christian love. The Lord Jesus gave us a model of that love when He gave Himself out of love for our sins to deliver us and redeem us. True Christian love means the presence of the Lord Jesus in the believer’s heart; Jesus alone is love and without love, the soul cannot draw near God because God is love. Without love, the Church cannot be a Church; how can a body become the Body of the Lord while it is devoid of love? We can realize the depth of love and its importance in the life of our Lord Jesus, especially when He gave us His Holy Body and Blood as power, sacrifice, gift and love for all who receive them. St. John the apostle shows us the importance of this love when he says, “He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him. But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes” (I John 2:10, 11). 
V. The Fruits of Christian Love 


St. Paul the apostle spoke about the fruits of love and its qualities in the chapter we are contemplating; he said: 

· Love is patient and kind, so we have to be kind to the weak. 

· Love does not envy; we have to bless the gifts of others so that envy may not fill the heart of a believer. 

· Love desires not itself and is not puffed up. This is because love is meek and modest, so the devil cannot corrupt it. Love does not separate itself from others, as it is not boastful. 

· Love does not justify itself unseemly, and it does not seek her own. This is because love is pure by the work of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of love and holiness. 

· Love is not easily provoked and thinks no evil. It is meek, modest and patient. It endures all and is open to all. 

· Love does not rejoice in what’s wrong, but rejoices in what’s right. This is because it aims at truth and abides in the light. It does not aim at the darkness of sin and fanaticism; “But he who does the truth comes to the light” (John 3:21). “He who loves his brother abides in the light” (1 John 2:10). 

· Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things and endures all things. Love never ends (1 Corinthians 13:4-8). 

VI. Practical Love 

· The story of the two brothers and wheat, from Church history

· The Story of Ibrahim El Gohary and his brother who was despised and insulted by one of his neighbors. 

· The story of the cluster of grapes which budded before its season; each monk gave it to his brother without tasting it, out of love and preference, till it went back to the Abbot of the monastery
· Stories of Anba Bishoy, Anba Sarabamun and Anba Abraam (Read the Books of The Garden of the Monks, the History of the Church and the Synaxarium)
Questions 

· What does it mean when we say that love is the greatest of all gifts? 

· What are the types of love, and which is the true Christian love? 

· What are the qualities of Christian love? 

· What are the fruits of Christian love? 

Applications: 

· Do acts of love to your brethren, especially to those who are sick, poor, or in grief. Send gifts to hospitals and orphanages. 

· We have studied some topics mentioned in the First Epistle to the Corinthians, but the servant, together with his children, can study the whole epistle, prepare questions for discussion and practice spiritual exercises in behavior and conduct. 

· The following are topics to be studied in the first epistle to the Corinthians: 

· Divisions in the Church (chapters 1, 2, 3, 4)
· Do not mix with adulterers because this sin of adultery is dangerous and fatal. Your body is holy; it is the temple of the Holy Spirit (Chapters 5, 6). 

· Virginity is better than marriage. Remaining single is better than marrying [present characteristics of both situations] (Chapter 7).
· Do not cause others to fall (Chapter 8).
· Bring your body under complete control (Chapter 9). 

· The Lawful and the unlawful; what is expedient and what is inexpedient (Chapter 11)
· He who eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the Body and Blood of the Lord (Chapter 11). 

· Spiritual gifts, living membership, the unity of spirit (Chapter 12)
· Love is the greatest gift. Study by heart the verses about love (Chapter 13:4-8). 

· The gift of speaking in tongues, the gift of prophecy and the gift of interpretation (Chapter 14)
· The Resurrection of the Lord from among the dead and its effectiveness; the Second coming of the Lord in the clouds (Chapter 15)
· Instructions and wonderful spiritual bits of advice (Chapter 16)
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By H.H. Pope Shenouda III

WHAT IS LOVE?


Love is the summit of all virtues. It is the first virtue. When the Lord Jesus Christ was asked about the greatest virtue in the law, He said it is love: "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your might" (Deut 6:5).  And the second is like it: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." Then the Lord concluded by saying, "On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets" (Mt 22:35-40).  This means that all the commandments are gathered in love. 


Then love is the gathering of all virtues. St Paul the Apostle said about that, "Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from a sincere faith" (1 Tim 5). Therefore, St Augustine was right when he said, "Love, and then do whatever you want."


The Apostle also made love greater than faith, hope and prophecy. He said, "And now abide faith, hope, love these three; but the greatest of these is love" (1 Cor 13:13). He then explained that by saying, "Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become as sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing" (1 Cor 13:1-2). Then, how wonderful is this love that is greater than faith which could move mountains.

Love is also the first among the fruits of the Spirit. Therefore, it is the evidence that the Spirit works in us. The Apostle said, "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering..." (Gal 5:22). And so he put love first. There is no doubt that the one whose heart is filled with love will definitely be filled with joy. And if he lives in love and joy, he will then live in peace.

Love is the last commandment that the Lord gave to His Disciples. He said to them, "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another" (Jn 13:34). And how did He love them? The Holy Bible says, "Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end" (Jn 13:1). He also loved them and gave Himself for them. This is the love required by the Lord.

The love that is required from us is an echo of God's love for us. The Apostle says about that, "In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins" (1 Jn 4:10). Truly, God loved us before we existed, therefore He created us. Our existence is then the fruit of God's love for us, when we were an idea in His mind and a joy in His heart.

As far as God is love, and we were created in His image and according to His likeness (Gen 1:26, 27), then we must love like Him. Otherwise, when no love is found in us, we are not in His image but will have lost the divine image in which He has created us. We are also God's children, and the child must be like his father. So if we are like Him, being God's children, then love must fill our hearts and be seen in our faces, our eyes and our features. Love should also be seen in our behavior and in all our deeds, so people would say about us, “Truly they are God's children, and they are according to His likeness in love.” "In this the children of God are manifest" (1 Jn 3:10).


The Lord Jesus Christ made love the sign that distinguishes His Disciples. He said, "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another" (Jn 13:35). St John the Apostle also made love a sign for being born of God. He said, "Everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. He who does not love does not know God, for God is love “(1 Jn 4:7, 8).


There are types of love: We love God, we love people and we love goodness. Religion is a journey of love towards God's heart, crossing on its way people's hearts. Love is also the holy link that ties people to God. It is the essence of religion and of being religious.


We cannot reach the love of God without loving people. Hence, the Holy Bible said, "He who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?" (1 Jn 4:20). 


Our love for people gives birth in the heart to many virtues: trust and cooperation, giving and liberality, friendship, sacrifice and peace with others.


Love is getting out of the ego to reach others; where you forget yourself and remember somebody else. You get out of the "I" so you would not let it circle you within itself. You do not live inside the ego but inside the hearts of people. You live for others and see their welfare before yours. And so you love others and wish them good.

Love is completely different from desire. Love is always willing to give. Desire is always willing to take. Desire is always mixed with the "I", with the ego. As for love, it is mixed with self-denial for the sake of others. True love must be mixed with purity and chastity, as it is also mixed with truth. If love moves away from truth and purity, then it is a harmful love. And harmful love is another subject that is not to be discussed here.
THE ETERNITY OF LOVE


Perfect love is God Himself. God is the fullness of love. Love that has no limits, that is completely holy. Therefore, the one who has no love God is not in him. That is why God's children are known by love, because God dwells in them. St John explained that by saying: "God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God and God in him" (1 Jn 4:16).


Love existed from eternity and continued before sin. The eternity of love is obvious because God is love and God is eternal. It was due to God's love that He did not want to be alone. Therefore, it was due to His generosity and liberality that He created other creatures to live with Him. So He created the angels before us. Love used to link the angels to one another. One of the fathers said, “If ten thousand angels stood together, they would have one opinion.”And as angels used to love one an-other, they also used to love God (before the sin of Satan). Therefore David the Prophet says, "Bless the Lord, you His angels, who excel in strength, who do His word, heeding the voice of His word" (Ps 103:20). 


And so love was the origin in the first man's relationships. Love was perfect between God and man before the sin. And love between Adam and Eve was pure and immaculate, based on cooperation and trust. Love was even there between Adam and other animals. He did not hunt them and they never hurt him. And in the shadow of love, savagery and killing were not part of the animals' nature. They were all tame... And Adam used to love all animals and he gave them names... The same thing was repeated in the story of Noah and the Ark. He was in the Ark looking after all the animals, and he was the one who brought them in.


Therefore, love is the origin and hatred is an outsider.

TRUE LOVE


True love has its strength and it does not fail. The Holy Bible says: "... Love is as strong as death . . . Many waters cannot quench love, nor can the floods drown it. If a man would give for love all the wealth of his house, it would be utterly despised" (Song 8:6,7). And the Apostle says: "Love never fails" (1 Cor 13:8). Therefore, every virtue that is founded on love remains strong and could not be shaken.


Therefore the Lord said, "My son, give me your heart" (Prov 23:26). God wants the heart. He wants love and not just formalities and the out-side appearance. Worship that is void of love is rejected by God. He said: "These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me (Is 29:3), (Mt 15:8). And He said to the people, who prayed and offered sacrifices but did not love God or the neighbor: "Bring no more futile sacrifices, incense is an abomination to Me. Your New Moons and your appointed feasts My soul hates; they are a trouble to Me. I am weary of hearing them. When you spread out your hands, I will hide My eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not hear. Your hands are full of blood" (Is 1:13-15).


True love ought to be a practical love. St John the Apostle said about that: "... Let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth" (1 Jn 3:18). The Lord gave us the parable of the Good Samaritan and how his love was a practical one, showing care, consideration and expenditure (Lk 10). God Himself, blessed be His name, loves us and His love is practical, giving entire care. He created everything first for our sake, then created us to enjoy the work of His care. And He still cares for us. In the work of redemption, we read the phrase; "For God so loved the world that He gave…” (Jn 3:16). And also: "But God demonstrated His own love towards us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom 5:8). Then love that does not express itself in a practical way is not true love.


Our love for God should be confirmed practically by keeping His commandments. God does not only say, "My son, give Me your heart", but He follows that by saying, "And let your eyes observe My ways" (Prov 23:26). And the Lord Jesus Christ says: "You are my friends if you do whatever I command you" (Jn 15:14). "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love" (Jn 15:10). And “He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me" (Jn 14:21).


So do not say that you love God while you are breaking His commandments! Here is St John the Apostle saying: "He who says, ‘I know Him’ and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him" (1 Jn 2:4,5). "Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him" (1 Jn 3:6). "For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome" (1 Jn 5:3).


Love has its distinguishing characteristics, which the Apostle explained by saying, "Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails" (1 Cor 13:4-8).


Don't you see with me how it is a comprehensive program, if we took it in detail, point by point?

Love must include the love for good. Doing good things only is not enough and possibly not a virtue. One may do good because he is obliged or forced or due to fear...And there is the one who does good, seeking praise from people or seeking a reward...Or does good in hypocrisy, just to show off. Another may do good things while murmuring in his heart. So the outside appearance is one thing while in his heart, it is exactly the opposite.


As for the virtuous man, he loves goodness even if it was not within his capacity to do it. And when he does good things, he never seeks a reward but enjoys doing it. He does that due to his love... The main incentive is his love for good.


If this love diminished, the outcome would be many vices. Lack of love creates hatred and aversion. That could also cause rejoicing over sin. The Holy Bible says: "Do not rejoice when your enemy/alls, and do not let your heart be glad when he stumbles " (Prov 24:17).


Another result of the lack of love is anger and spite. The situation could turn into abuse, violence, murder, condemnation, defamation and spreading slander. Lack of love also leads to envy, arrogance and pride, lack of endurance and cruelty...


As for the lack of love towards God, it shows in many matters such as neglecting prayer, the Holy Bible, the church, missing the feeling of being in the presence of God and never rejoicing in heaven...


Love of the world is also an evidence of the lack of love towards God. St James the Apostle says, "Friendship with the world is enmity with God" (Jas 4-4) And St John the Apostle says: "Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world - the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life" (1 Jn 2:15,16).


The love of the world also includes the love of money, the love of vain-glory, the love of the material, the love of oneself; all these are against the love of God and the love of good.

LOVE AND VIRTUES


Love has to penetrate each virtue. And any virtue that is void of love is not a true virtue. Your giving to the poor, if it does not have love, then it is nothing And your service, if it has no love, it would not be an acceptable service The same with your prayer, which must be mixed with love, as David said: “I will lift up my hands in Your name. My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness” (Ps 63:4). Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day" (Ps 119:97).


All types of worship should also be mixed with love. The Psalmist says about going to church: “I was glad when they said to me, "Let us w into the house of the Lord” (Ps 122:1).  “How lovely is Your tabernacle, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs, yes, even faints for the courts of the Lord" (Ps 84:1) And he says about God’s Holy Bible: "I rejoice at Your word as one who finds great treasure" (Ps 119:162). “How sweet are Your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!" (Ps 119:103)... And so it is with other matters.


On the Day of Judgment, God will examine all our virtues and reward us only for those that have love. As for the virtues that are void of love, they would not be counted for us. And I am afraid they may be counted against us... Therefore the Apostle said, “Let all that you do be done with love” (1 Cor 16:14). He also said that love is the bond of perfection (Col 3:14). The Apostle even said about faith: "Faith working through love" (Gal 5:6). The same with martyrdom: the martyrs offered themselves due to their great love for God, whom they have loved more than life and family and the whole world. They also longed to be released from the bonds of the body, to meet God whom they have loved.

Love is to be in each commandment, according to the Bible's saying: “Let all that you do be done with love” (1 Cor 16:14). And love is the aim of each commandment because the Lord said that it is the greatest commandment in the law (Mt 22:36-40). And as St Paul the Apostle said, "And now abide faith, hope, love, these three, but the greatest of these is love" (1 Cor 13:13). He did not say that it is greater than ordinary faith, but greater than all faith that could remove mountains (1 Cor 13:2).


Yes, love is the commandment on which hang all the Law and the Prophets (Mt 22:40). It means that if God wanted to sum up all the commandments in one, then this commandment would be love.

This is the love that is better than all the gifts and miracles. Because after the Apostle listed all the gifts, he said, "And yet I show you a more excellent way" (1 Cor 12:31). And this excellent way is love.

On the Last Day, many would say to the Lord, "Lord. Lord, have we not prophesied in your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name? And He will declare to them: "I never knew you." That is because miracles do not save, but love.                                   


Yet, every virtue that has no love is dead and has no spirit in it. But rather is not counted as a virtue, if it has no love.  Love is better than all learning and knowledge. Because the Apostle says, "Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies" (1 Cor 8:1). As far as virtues are so many, and if we gather them before the faithful, he will find before him a very long program. Then let us say to him, “Love is sufficient for you. And if you master it, you will find within it all the other virtues. Rather, if you reach love, then you do not need the other commandments. Love will satisfy you and be sufficient for you.”

If you reach love, then you have reached God. Because God is love (1 Jn 4:16)... And if you love the perfect love, then you would have become above the law and above the commandments.


If the love of God ruled over your heart, then it will cast away sin and fear. Many people struggle and labor in their effort to reach God but fail. They practice much and struggle much. But every time they stand up, they fall. Their standing and falling continue because their labor is not built on love, like the house that was built on the rock (Mt 7:24). And without love, it remains a struggle on the outside, with no depth yet...


But if you reach the love of God, then you will not fear sin. Sin would not be able to live inside you because the love of God that is within you is light while sin is darkness and light casts away darkness. Light has no communion with darkness (2 Cor 6:14). The love of God does not agree with the love of sin, so both could not be found in the same heart. Therefore do not struggle against sin without God's love. Try to have the love of God in your heart, and then you will be able to get rid of sin with no trouble.


Love is the scale by which our deeds on the Last Day will be weighed. Our good deeds are not measured by their large number but by the amount of love that is in them. For example, do not say "Lord, I have been standing for three hours praying" because God will answer you saying, "Time does not count but what counts is the feelings of love that are in your heart while praying." Do you have the feelings of David the Prophet who said, "Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day" (Ps 119:97). And he also said, "I will lift up my hands in Your name, My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness" (Ps 63:4,5).


The same applies to you in your prayer. Is the love of God, to whom you are praying, present in your heart? Is your heart united to Him? You have to know that the prayer that does not have these feelings of the heart is not acceptable before God and does not enter His presence.

LOVE AND PRAYER

What is prayer in its spiritual concept? It is not mere words or talk directed to God. That is the appearance on the outside. But the true and interior meaning is that prayer is love and longing for God to enjoy Him. This love towards God is what makes you pray and urges you to talk with Him. Then talking with God is just the outcome of the love that is in the heart. Or, it is just an expression of this love.

Then if this love is not present in your heart, your prayer will be a mere talk that does not enter to the presence of God! Don't we say in our prayers, "Let my cry come before You, O Lord. Let my supplication come before You" (Ps 119:169,170). Take for example the prayer of the Pharisee, which was longer than the prayer of the tax collector. But in spite of that, the tax collector went down to his house justified rather than the Pharisee!! (Lk 18:14). Why? Because his prayer was not acceptable and did not have the love of God. It had self-exaltation when he said, "I am not like the other men - extortionists, unjust and adulterers." It also lacked the love for others because he judged the tax collector by saying, "I am not like this tax collector."


Then in prayer, Love is the basis and words are the expression. Just as the tongue talks, so does the heart. Feelings of love that are in the heart even without uttered words are considered a prayer. As for a prayer in words without love, then it is not a prayer.

How beautiful is the picture described by David the Prophet when he said, "As the deer pants for the water brooks, so pants my soul for You, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God" (Ps 42:1,2). "God, you are my God; early will I seek You; my soul thirsts for You; my flesh longs for You" (Ps 63:1). "When I remember You on my bed, I meditate on You in the night watches" (Ps 63:6). "I will rise before the dawning of the morning, and cry for help; I hope in Your word" (Ps 119:147). All these expressions are love and longing.                                 ,


The Pharisees were exactly the opposite, as they "For pretence make long prayers" (Mt 23:14). Long prayers that are unacceptable because they lacked love. The same with those who used to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men (Mt 6:5). What was their aim of praying except praise and vainglory, without God's love? It is the sick ego that has no relationship with God, even during the time of prayer!! God does not ask for the lips but for the heart (Mt 15:8). He always says, "My son, give Me your heart" (Prov 23:26).


When you pray, God wants your heart to be full of love for Him and for your neighbor. Therefore He said: "If you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift " (Mt 5:23,24). He does not want you to approach the altar without love and He would not accept your gift without love...


Therefore, let love mix with all your deeds and all your virtues. Any of your deeds that lacks love, has lost its value and its importance. It would not be God's work in you. If God is working in you, then love is working in you, because God is love. Then all your deeds will be done with love. As the Apostle said, "Let all you do be done with love" (1 Cor 16:14). Even your problems, as much as you can, solve them with love.

LOVE AND GIVING


Giving, for example, is weighed according to the amount of love that is in it. It is not according to the great value but to the great love. The materialistic giving that you offer must include love, showing in the feelings of your heart and the features of your face, because "God loves a cheerful giver" (2 Cor 9:7).


It could happen that a person would give unwillingly, being annoyed, embarrassed, forced, under pressure or not convinced that he should give. And so he gives while grumbling in his heart! Such giving is not acceptable by God.


There is a difference between the one who gives the poor and the one who loves the poor, so he gives them. The one who loves them is better, even if he does not have what to give them, because God looks at the heart before He looks at the hand. The best thing in giving is when your pleasure as a giver is not less than the pleasure of the one who receives. A mother rejoices when her baby sucks milk from her. She gives him love before giving him milk or she gives him both together. The same applies to the one who gives the needy out of love and with love. He also rejoices in his giving.


Here, we can see the difference between wealth that gives and love that gives. When you care for another person, you feel pleased in doing that, maybe more than the pleasure felt by this person whom you cared for. When you give, you also take, just like the one who receives from you. One of the writers said, "I gave a shrub a glass of water, but it did not give a word of thanks. Yet, it became refreshed, and that refreshed me too."

LOVE AND SERVICE


The same with service: If love is not in it, then it is not a service. The miracles of the Lord Jesus Christ were mixed with love. For example, in the miracle of feeding the five thousand with five loaves and two fish, the Bible says, "He saw a great multitude; and He was moved with compassion for them, and healed their sick (Mt 14:14). And also: "He was moved with compassion for them because they were like sheep not having a shepherd" (Mk 6:34). Even when He told the story of the Good Samaritan, the Lord stressed this point and said, "But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion on him" (Lk 10:33). All these feelings are important to the Lord.


Many serve in church as a sort of activity that is void of love. Their service might include much work and production, much administration, discipline and probably routine but no love. Whereas, service is basically a reflection of your love for God and His Kingdom. It also means that you love God's children and wish for them that they may love God and enter His Kingdom. Therefore, you do your best in serving them with love.


God's gifts and miracles of healing were all mixed with love. Before raising Lazarus from the dead, it is said, "Jesus wept" (Jn 11:35). And in raising the son of the widow at Nain, when the Lord saw this widowed mother, “He had compassion on her and said to her, ‘Do not weep’” (Lk 7:13). And in cleansing the leper, it is said: "And Jesus, moved with compassion, put out His hand and touched him" (Mk 1:41), and the man was cleansed. And about healing the two blind men in Jericho, it is said: "So Jesus had compassion and touched their eyes and immediately their eyes received sight, and they followed Him" (Mt 20:34).


How beautiful is the saying about the Lord Jesus Christ that "Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end" (Jn 13:1).  And He said to them, "No longer do I call you servants ... but I have called you friends" (Jn 15:15). "As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you. Abide in My love" (Jn 15:9). And He said to the Father, "I have declared to them Your Name, and will declare it, that the love with which You love Me may be in them, and I in them" (Jn 17:26). And about the mission of redemption which He was sent to fulfill, the Lord said, "Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends" (Jn 15:13). Words full of love from which we understand this truth.


On the Cross, the Lord Jesus Christ was a sacrifice and offering of love. He talked about redemption and died for us. He carried our sins and saved us. But behind all this work, there was love. “God so loved ... that He gave ...” (Jn 3:16).                                                 


Then, the reason behind the Divine Incarnation is love. And St. John says about that, "In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins" (1 Jn 4:10). Therefore we meet His love with love. That is why St John said, "We love Him because He first loved us" (1 Jn 4:19).


And as the Lord Jesus Christ was a sacrifice of love for us, so the martyrs were a sacrifice of love for God. They offered their lives as sacrifices of love for God. They loved Him more than the whole world, more than the family and the relatives. They even loved Him more than themselves and rejoiced in death because it brings them closer to Him, to live with Him in paradise then in the Kingdom forever. And it was said by St Paul the Apostle, "For I am... having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better" (Phil 1:23).


Do not ever think that those who presented themselves for martyrdom were afraid or upset to meet death. No, rather, due to their love to meet God, they longed and rejoiced greatly for this meeting. They used to go to the fields of martyrdom while joyfully chanting. And while they were in prison, they turned these prisons into places of worship where voices were raised with prayers, chants and praises.


One of the martyrs even kissed the chains that they tied him with. Another martyr prayed, asking God to bless the one who was going to execute him. Maybe they learned this lesson from the Lord Jesus Christ who, when He was getting close to Golgotha, said, "The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified" (Jn 12:23). "Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in Him" (Jn 13:31). And it was said about Him and all the insults and suffering that He endured: "For the joy that was set before Him endured the Cross, despising the shame" (Heb 12:2).


LOVE
I Corinthians 13:1-8

	1
	Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.

	2
	And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.

	3
	And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.

	4
	Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up;

	5
	does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil;

	6
	does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth;

	7
	bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

	8
	Love never fails. 



NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
Love is the Greatest Gift 
	Love never fails.

1 Corinthians 13: 8
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Verse to memorize:   

1. List the 3 types of love:
a. _______________________

b. _______________________

c. _______________________

2. The characteristics of love are mentioned in the epistle to the

a. Hebrews

b. Romans

c. Galatians

d. Ephesians

e. Corinthians

3. Complete the following characteristics of love:

a. Love is pa___________ and kind.

b. Love does not ___vy.

c. Love ____ires not itself and is not puf_____ up.

d. Love does not jus_____ itself unseemly and does not se____ her own.

e. Love is not easily pro_________ and thinks no ev____.

f.    Love does not rejoice at what’s wr_______ but in what’s rig_____.

g. Love bears all ___________, be___________ all things, ho_____ all things and end_________ all things.
h. Love ___________ fails.

4. Mention a story of a saint that showed practical love:

5. What activity can you do to encourage love?
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