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God’s Appearances in the Old Testament 
Meditation 

O Lord, my heavenly Father, please come unto me and change me to be Your Holy Temple and allow the Holy Spirit to dwell and work strongly in me. Please God, help me to follow Your footsteps and be worthy to see You. Help me, Lord, to see You in the form of the poor, hungry and thirsty people as I give unto them from Your richly hands. Help me see You in the form of sick people and prisoners I am visiting. I see You, Lord, wherever I go in the very perfect creatures You made and created. Open my eye, O Lord, to see You wherever I go ... Amen. 

Objective: 

To learn about God’s appearances in the Old Testament and how the Lord Jesus Christ was symbolized by different characters in the Old Testament. 

References: 

“The Lord Jesus Christ in the Old Testament,” by the Youth Service, Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate
Memory Verse: 

· “You cannot see my face; for man shall not see Me and live” (Exodus 33:20). 

· “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?” (John 14:9). 

Introduction: 


Can anybody see God? Mention three stories from the Old Testament that show the appearances of God? How did God appear? Why? Mention three prophecies and three characters in the Old Testament that referred to the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Lesson Outline: 


St. Bishoy and all the monks hurried up, running to see the Lord Jesus Christ as was declared to them. St. Bishoy preferred to be the last one in order to help carry another person who could not walk; that person turned out to be the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 

I. Examples of God’s Appearances in the Old Testament 


God appeared to Adam in the Garden of Eden, and He was calling him and talking to him; “And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden” (Genesis 3:8). 

God and two angels appeared to Abraham as three men: “Then the Lord appeared to him by the terebinth trees of Mamre, as he was sitting in the tent door in the heat of the day... And the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I surely bear a child, since I am old?’ “Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.” But Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. And He said, “No, but you did laugh!” Then the men rose from there and looked toward Sodom, and Abraham went with them to send them on the way. And the Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing” (Genesis 18:1, 13-17). 

God appeared and wrestled with Jacob till the morning light and then blessed him and gave him the promises: “Then Jacob was left alone; and a Man wrestled with him until the breaking of day. Now when He saw that He did not prevail against him, He touched the socket of his hip; and the socket of Jacob’s hip was out of joint as He wrestled with him. And He said, “Let Me go, for the day breaks.” But he said, “I will not let You go unless You bless me!” So He said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” And He said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel; for you have struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked, saying, “Tell me Your name, I pray.” And He said, “Why is it that you ask about My name?” And He blessed him there. And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: “For I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved” (Genesis 32:24-30). 

God appeared to Moses in the clouds, walking on it, and all the Israelites saw Him: “Then Moses went up, also Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and they saw the God of Israel. And there was under His feet as it were a paved work of sapphire stone, and it was like the very heavens in its clarity. But on the nobles of the children of Israel He did not lay His hand. So they saw God, and they ate and drank” (Exodus 24:9-11). 

The Lord appeared to a man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name was Manoah and to his wife, giving them a promise that they would have a son called Samson: “And the Angel of the Lord appeared to the woman and said to her, “Indeed now, you are barren and have borne no children, but you shall conceive and bear a son. Now therefore, please be careful not to drink wine or similar drink, and not to eat anything unclean” ... “And the Angel of the Lord said to Manoah, ‘Though you detain Me, I will not eat your food. But if you offer a burnt offering, you must offer it to the Lord.’ For Manoah did not know He was the Angel of the Lord. Then Manoah said to the Angel of the Lord, ‘What is Your name, that when Your words come to pass we may honor You?’ And the Angel of the Lord said to him, ‘Why do you ask My name, seeing it is wonderful?’” (Judges 13:3,4,16-18). 

The Lord appeared to Daniel in the shape of an old man: “I was watching in the night visions, and behold, One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before Him. Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom the one which shall not be destroyed.” (Daniel 7:13,14). 

God appeared to the three men in the fire as the Son of Man: “Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished; and he rose in haste and spoke, saying to his counselors, ‘Did we not cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?’ They answered and said to the king, ‘True, O king.’ ‘Look!’ he answered, ‘I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.’" (Daniel 3:24,25). 
II. Prophecies in the Old Testament 


God appeared in the form of a man on many occasions. Also, He declared Himself on the mouths of His saints and prophets before the Incarnation through prophecies. 


The prophecies declared the details of the life of Lord Jesus Christ from birth to Ascension. More than 300 prophecies are found in the Old Testament. 

III. Characters from the Old Testament 

Adam: The head of the old mankind represented the second Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ, the head of the new mankind. 

Abel: The sacrifice with no reason or guilt represented the Lord, the Great Sacrifice for our sins. 

Isaac: The only beloved son, who presented himself as a sacrifice, whose father presented joyfully and who came back alive, represented the Lord who presented Himself as a Pure Lamb, and He resurrected from death. 

Joseph: He was called the savior of the world, saving his people from hunger, represented the Lord Jesus who saved us from eternal death through His Body. As the brothers of Joseph sold him, Judas sold his Master. 

Jonah: Through him, the gentiles believed, and he spent three days inside the whale as the Lord spent three days inside the earth’s tomb.
Applications: 


Let us train ourselves to see God in His creatures and glorify Him. Let us experience seeing Him when dealing with everyone in need of any kind of help. 

Conclusion: 


God manifested Himself to mankind through the ages, since the beginning of creation. God loves to manifest Himself to us, and He is dwelling in us through His Holy Spirit, guiding us, comforting us and leading us into His kingdom. Are we willing to submit ourselves to Him, under His mighty hands, to shape us and mold us into His image? 



Supplementary notes( on
God’s Appearances in the Old Testament
CHRIST IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS
	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION

	Christ in creation
	· "Then God said" (Gen 1:3). The Word of God is His Son Jesus Christ.

· "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was made." (John 1:1-3)

· "Hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son, whom He hath appointed heir of all things, by Whom also He made the worlds." (Heb 1:2)

· "Begotten of the Father before all ages ..... by Whom all things were made." (The Apostolic Creed).

	Similarities and differences between Christ & Adam
	Adam resembles Christ since he was the father of the human race. Christ is referred to as the second Adam.
"For as in Adam all die, even so In Christ shall all be made alive." (1 Cor 15:22)
"For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.' (Rom 5:19)

	Christ in the promise of salvation
	· In the promise of salvation to Adam and Eve: "And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." (Gen 3:15)
"But we see Jesus ... He also Himself likewise took part of the same; that through death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil." (Heb 2:9,14)
· In the promise of salvation to Abraham: "in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed." (Gen 12:3)
· In the promise of salvation to Isaac: "and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed." (Gen 26:4)
· In the promise of salvation to Jacob: "and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed." (Gen 28:14)
· In the blessing of Jacob to his son Judah: "The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto Him shall the gathering of the people be." (Gen 49:10)
"He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David: And He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom there shall be no end." (Luke 1:32, 33)

	Noah's ark is a symbol of Christ
	· The ark preserved Noah and his family form the flood as Christ preserved those who are in Him from the Divine Judgment.
· The ark had to be entered from one door; Jesus said, "I am the door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved." (Jn 10:9)

	Noah was a symbol of Christ the comforter
	· "And he called his name Noah, saying, This same shall comfort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, because of the ground which the LORD hath cursed." (Gen 5:29)
· The same was said of Christ: "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." (Matt 11:28), and "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree." (Gal 3:13)

	Christ the Lord appeared to Abraham at Mamre
	· Three men visited Abraham, the Lord and two angels. The Lord told Abraham that he will have a son, but Sarah laughed. "And the LORD said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old? Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son." (Gen 18:13-14)
· Abraham interceded for Sodom and Gomorrah: "And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes." (Gen 18:27)

	Melchzedek is a symbol of Christ as a king and a priest
	Melchzedek
· "king of Salem" (Gen 14:17)

· "King of Salem, which is, King of peace;" (Heb 7:3)

· "he was the priest of the most high God." (Gen 14:18)

· "having neither beginning of days, nor end of life;" (Heb 7:3)

· "made like unto the Son of God;" (Heb 7:3)

· "abideth as priest continually." (Heb 7:3)

	Christ
· "Prince of Peace." (Is 9:6)

· "and shall sit and rule upon His throne;" (Zech 6:13)

· "and He shall be a priest upon His throne:" (Zech 6:13)

· "He ever liveth to make intercession for them." (Heb 7:25)

· "we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son Of God," (Heb 4:14)

· "because He continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood." (Heb 7:25)

· "The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent; Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchzedek." (Psalm 110:4)



	The sacrifice of Isaac was a symbol of Christ's crucifixion

	Isaac
1. Isaac was the only begotten son of his father: "Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac" (Gen 22:2)    

2. "whom thou lovest," (Gen 22:2)

3. Isaac carried the wood of the burnt offering: "And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son;" (Gen 22:6)

4. "Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood." (Gen 22:10)

5. "Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son." (Gen 22:11)

6. "Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son." (Gen 22:13).

7. Isaac came back alive: "And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him" (Gen 22:10-11)


	Christ
1. "the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father," (John 1:18)
"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son" (John 3:16)
2. "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased;" (Matt 17:5)
3. Jesus Christ carried the wood of the cross: "And He bearing His cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull" (John 19:17)
4. Christ was nailed to the cross.
5. God allowed His Only Begotten Son to be hanged on the cross: "Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him" (Isaiah 53; 10)
6. The lamb was a symbol of Jesus Christ "He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter," (Isaiah 53:7)
7. Christ rose from the dead.

	Isaac was a type of Christ in his marriage to Rebekah
	Christ was united with the Church. His bride was represented by Rebekah through the Holy Spirit, represented by Eliezar, on the water of the well of Lahairoi, a symbol of the sacrament of baptism. Also Rebekah left her father's house to follow her groom as the Church leaves her earthly house to join her Bride in heaven.

	Jacob's ladder
	It connected heaven and earth as Christ did: "having made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven." (Col 1:20)

	Joseph was a type of Christ
	Joseph preserved life by providing food: "God did send me before you to preserve life." (Gen 45:5)
Christ gave His Body as the Bread of Life: "I am the bread of life" (John 6:35)



CHRIST IN THE BOOK OF EXODUS
	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION

	The Burning Bush
	The bush is the symbol of the Holy Virgin Mary, and the fire inside it is the symbol of the divinity of Christ: "And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush" (Ex 3:2)

	The Passover lamb was the symbol of Christ
	· The firstborns of the Israelites were saved by the blood of the lamb: "and when I see the blood, I will pass over you" (EX 12:13);
"Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us:" (1 Cor 5:7)
· "Your lamb shall be without blemish" (Ex 12:5)
"ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, ... But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot" (1 pet 1:18,19)
· "neither shall ye break a bone thereof" (EX 12:46)
"A bone of him shall not be broken." (John 19:36)

	The manna is a symbol of Christ
	"Then said the LORD unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you" (Ex 16:4)
Christ said, "I am that bread of life. Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead...I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh" (John 6:48-51)

	The rock that Moses smote is a symbol of Christ
	God said to Moses, "thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink." (EX 17:6)
"for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ." (1 Cor 10:4)

"whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst" (John 4:13)

	Moses as a symbol of Christ
	Moses lead the Israelites out of bondage, and God gave them the law to live by.
Christ liberated us from the bondage of Satan: "when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world. But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons." (Gal 4:3-5) A son does not live under the fear of the law but obeys his Heavenly Father out of love.

	The tabernacle as a symbol of Christ
	As St. Paul said, the tabernacle was "the example and shadow of heavenly things" (Heb 8:5). It was the place where God abode among His people. It was a symbol of the Incarnation: "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us" (John 1:14)
"Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands" (Heb 9:11)

· From the outside, the tent looked like nothing out of the ordinary, but from the inside it was very beautiful full with ornaments of gold and silver.
Also Christ came and took our body, looking like a normal man from the outside. But for those who knew him, they saw the glory of His divinity.
· The tabernacle had a table of showbread and a candlestick. These were symbols of Christ who said, “I am the bread of life" (John 6:35) and "I am the light of the world" (John 8:12).
· The mercy seat was a symbol of the Virgin Mary who carried Christ.
· Aaron, the high priest, was a symbol of Christ: "For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us. Nor yet that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others; for then must He often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself." (Heb 9:24-26)
· The sacrifices were a symbol of Christ.




Christophanies(
Definition

A Christophany is an appearance of Jesus Christ in human form which happens in the Old Testament. 

There is much dispute about which passages are Christophanies, which are appearances of God (theophany), and which are appearances of angels (angelophany). 

Some authors also use Christophany to refer to post-resurrection appearances.

Distinguishing Criteria?

How do we distinguish an Old Testament appearance of Christ from an appearance of an angel or a person? 

1. No man has seen God at any time (John 1:18). 

2. Best criteria - Does the New Testament refer to the event as an appearance of Jesus? 

3. Does the person receive worship? 

4. Is the person addressed as the Lord? 

Bible Passages - An exercise in discrimination

In the Garden of Eden

Gen 3:8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.

Abraham's Visitors

Gen 18:1 And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day . . . 31 And he said, “Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord: Peradventure there shall be twenty found there.” And he said, “I will not destroy it for twenty's sake.”
Melchizadek/Melchisedec

Gen 14:18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God. 19 And he blessed him, and said, “Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: 20 And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand.” And he gave him tithes of all.

Psa 110:4 The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.

Heb 5:6 As he saith also in another place, “Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.”
. . .
Heb 5:10 Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.
. . . 
Heb 6:20 Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 7:1 For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; 7:2 To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace; 7:3 Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually. 7:4 Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils.
. . . 
Heb 7:24 But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.

	Passage portion
	Arguments for Identification as a Christophany
	Arguments Against Identification as a Christophany

	Without father and mother
	Means he wasn't "human".
	Means he had no recorded genealogy. Having no genealogy shows he was not part of Levitical priesthood

	brought bread and wine
	Jesus brought bread and wine
	Ordinary form of hospitality in ANE (Ancient Near East).

	Blessed Abraham
	Greater than Abraham due to the blessing. Jesus is greater than Abraham.
	Was the priest of God. Could recognize God's favor on Abraham.

	Was Priest and King
	Jesus is Priest and King
	Unique individual to be both priest and king. Not uncommon in ANE that king would be the high priest.

	Without end of days, no beginning, no ending.
	Jesus is eternal
	Refers to recorded life, not eternality.

	King of  Salem
	Figurative title
	Literal King of [city] Jerusalem


Jacob's Wrestling Match

Gen 32:24 And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day.
. . .
Gen 32:32 Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the sinew which shrank, which is upon the hollow of the thigh, unto this day: because he touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh in the sinew that shrank.

The Angel of the Lord in the Old Testament 

Exo 14:19 And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them:

Exo 3:2 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.

Num 22:22 And God's anger was kindled because he went: and the angel of the LORD stood in the way for an adversary against him. Now he was riding upon his ass, and his two servants were with him.
. . .
Num 22:35 And the angel of the LORD said unto Balaam, Go with the men: but only the word that I shall speak unto thee, that thou shalt speak. So Balaam went with the princes of Balak.

Judg 6:11 And there came an angel of the LORD, and sat under an oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abiezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide it from the Midianites.
. . . 
Judg 6:23 And the LORD said unto him, Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not die.

Characteristics of the angel of the Lord:
1. Assumes divine titles 

2. Assumes divine prerogatives 

3. Accepts divine homage 

Rock in the Wilderness

Num 20:11 And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also.
. . . 
1 Cor 10:4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.

Pillar of Fire

Exo 13:21 And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night: 22 He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people.

Captain of the Lord's Army

Josh 5:13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, “Art thou for us, or for our adversaries?” 14 And he said, “Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, “What saith my lord unto his servant?” 15 And the captain of the LORD'S host said unto Joshua, “Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy.” And Joshua did so.

Tossed into the Fire

Dan 3:23-25 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counselors, “Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?” They answered and said unto the king, “True, O king.” He answered and said, “Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.”


NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
God’s Appearances in the Old Testament
Verse to memorize: 

	You cannot see my face; for man shall not see Me and live.
Exodus 33:20


1. God appeared to … (match the name with the place)
	Adam
	In the clouds

	Abraham
	To announce the birth of Samson

	Jacob
	In the midst of a fiery furnace

	Moses
	As an old Man

	Manoah
	By the Terebinth trees in Mamre

	Daniel
	In the Garden of Eden

	The 3 youth
	To wrestle with him all night


2. [image: image1.jpg]


There are more than ___________ (number) prophesies in the Old Testament about our Lord Jesus Christ.
3. How did Jonah represent our Lord Jesus Christ?

4. How did Joseph represent Jesus Christ in Salvation?

5. God desires to show Himself to us; what must we do to see our Lord?










































( The composer of this table is unknown; if you know, please inform us.


( http://lifeofjesus2001.tripod.com/jc_christophanies.html
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