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Division in the Church of Corinth 
Objective: 
· I live, yet not I, but Christ lives in me. 

References: 

· “The Divine Love,” Fr. Tadros Yacoub
· “Love for the Neighbor,” St. George Church, Sporting
Memory Verse: 

“So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.” (1 Corinthians 3:7)
Lesson Outline: 

I. The Church Established by Jesus Christ

Then the Lord Jesus came to our world, He desired to mend the effect of sin on man that led to individuality, division and perplexity. The image of humanity at the Tower of Babylon was a clear model of the effect of sin on the relation between man and his body. Man, in his haughtiness, wanted to be a god and build a tower whose top would reach heaven. God came down and mixed up their tongues, so they could not understand one another. 


The Lord chose apostles and disciples, and He tried to remove the inner obstacles among them; He stood against selfishness, pride and love for having authority. He gave Himself as a model of modesty, love and sacrifice, and He showed them a little child as a model of modesty, endurance, and meekness, a model to be followed. Then He celebrated the Passover with them, gave them His Holy Body and Blood and established the Sacrament of Eucharist, the mystery of fellowship and unity. He ordered them to keep that Divine Sacrament in memory of Him and to keep the covenant of unity, love and strong internal relationship. On the day of Pentecost, the apostles, the disciples and women were gathered, praying in one spirit, and the Holy Spirit came down on them. They spoke different languages, but these languages were not like those spoken during the time of the Tower of Babylon; on the contrary, they were unified tongues so that each one who joined the Church and was baptized became an integral living part of that mysterious wonderful Body. 


The Book of Acts tells us about the unity of the Church, saying, “Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart” (Acts 2:44-46). 

II. Divisions 


But the enemy (the devil) is never calm and never feels comfort when he sees a muted group living in one spirit, one mind and one heart. He always causes troubles, divisions, partialities and fanaticism. Let us look at the example of the Church of Corinth which St. Paul, the apostle, visited on his second journey after his visit to Athens. He stayed in Corinth one year and six months, according to a vision; “And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision: Do not be afraid, but speak and do not be silent; for I am with you, and no man shall attack you to harm you, for I have many people in this city” (Acts 18:10). 


Silas and Timothy joined him, and Luke had been with him since the beginning of his visit. But after Paul had preached and departed, a man named Apollos, a Jew from Alexandria who had deep knowledge of Scriptures, went to Corinth and taught there a matter which caused division in the Church; some said, “I belong to Paul” and others said, “I belong to Apollos.” 


While Paul was in Ephesus, reports of dissensions in Corinth came to him. He was deeply sad because of this news, and he wrote to them, saying in his first chapter, “Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. For it has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe's household, that there are contentions among you. Now I say this, that each of you says, ‘I am of Paul,’ or ‘I am of Apollos,’ or ‘I am of Cephas,’ or ‘I am of Christ.’ Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?” (1 Corinthians 1:10-13)

In the third chapter he says, “For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving like ordinary men? For when one says, ‘I belong to Paul’ and another, ‘I belong to Apollos,’ are you not merely men? What then is Apollos? What is Paul? I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything but only God who gives the growth. He who plants and he who waters are equal, and each shall receive his wages according to his labor. For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building” (1 Corinthians 3:3-9). 

III. Cause 


From the text of this epistle, we can deduce the factors that corrupt the unity of the Church and lead to divisions and dissension. 

A. Haughtiness 


This disease separated and split the unity that was between Adam and God in the Garden of Eden; it is this disease that caused dissension and division in the Church in the Council of Chalcedon. 

B. There is no love 


Love is the remedy that strengthens the ties that make unity strong. Love is the juice that forces each organ to be fixed, to flower and give fruit to the vine. Love that never thinks badly of others and is not selfish never fails. 

C. Envy and dispute 


This is the fruit of being lukewarm in worship, and it is a separation from the Holy Spirit’s sphere of influence. It is expressed by St. Paul the apostle when he says, “You are merely men.” 

Applications: 

· Discuss the effectiveness of love in the life of the believers and show how we can put an end to the disputes that may happen between: 

· A believer and his wife at home. 

· The people and the priest. 

Questions: 

· Of what importance is unity in the life of the Church? 

· How did the Lord unify many people into one? 

· The Church of the apostles is considered a blessed model of unity. Give evidence and show how unity overcame dissension. 

· What are the factors of dissension in the Church? 

· What causes the present dissension inside churches and religion institutions? How can they be cured? 

· What is your role as a Christian towards this dissension? 

Exercises: 

· Reconcile between those who are in dispute. 

· Pray for the unity of the members of the church in your local area. 

· Pray for the unity of the believers in the church of the whole country. 

· Pray for the unity of all Christians throughout the world within the firm and sound Orthodox faith. 





I Corinthians 3

	1
	And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ.

	2
	I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able;

	3
	for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men?

	4
	For when one says, "I am of Paul," and another, "I am of Apollos," are you not carnal?

	5
	Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you believed, as the Lord gave to each one?

	6
	I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.

	7
	So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.

	8
	Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor.

	9
	For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, you are God's building.

	10
	According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it.

	11
	For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

	12
	Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,

	13
	each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is.

	14
	If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward.

	15
	If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

	16
	Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?

	17
	If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.

	18
	Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you seems to be wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise.

	19
	For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, "He catches the wise in their own craftiness";

	20
	and again, "The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile."

	21
	Therefore let no one boast in men. For all things are yours:

	22
	whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas, or the world or life or death, or things present or things to come-all are yours.

	23
	And you are Christ's, and Christ is God's.






DIVISION(

One of the saints once said, "If ten thousand angels assembled together, they would have one opinion, but when few humans gather together, they disagree!

Division could be an evidence of the existence of the self. The self that works on its own, far from the Spirit of God:

· The self which aims at enforcing its own opinion, no matter what the outcome would be.
· The self which does not care about the dangerous results that are caused by division!


What are these consequences? A writer once said, “Two eagles had a fight over a prey, it was taken by the fox.” For this, the Lord Jesus said, "Every city or house divided against itself will not stand." (Matt. 12:25). People who split always forget this saying. Very often, a group would take an act of division and leave behind a ruined atmosphere, and then goes its own way as if it has done nothing! But God seeks the blood of what its actions destroyed.

Division among brothers is a sign of lack of love.

The division of the young against the old means rebellion, lack of obedience and lack of respect to superiors. These are all sins.


Division also proves pride in oneself or self importance. Most likely, the confession father is left out of all this; he is not consulted. 

In St. Paul's Epistle to the Corinthians, he rebuked them for their division and described them as being carnal (1 Cor. 3) because people who cause divisions are far from the unity of the Spirit. Members of the one body collaborate together for the good of that body. If they all felt this unity, they would work jointly for the good that everyone is aiming at.


Unity requires respecting others' opinion, or at least training oneself to do so, without revolt, anger, defamation of others or destruction.


A piece of advice to anyone who leads a way of division:

· Try to gain others instead of splitting from them.

· Be objective and stay away from personal affairs.

· Train yourself to cooperate with the spirit of a group.


 NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
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Verse to memorize: 
	So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.

1 Corinthians 3:7


1. Corinth was a city located in present-day

a) Turkey

b) Greece

c) Syria

d) Rome
e) Cyprus

2. Causes of division include

a) Haughtiness

b) Lack of love

c) Envy

d) Disputes

e) All the above
3. “Now all who ____________ were together, and had all things in ______________, and sold their ________________ and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had ____________.” Acts 2:44
4. What is your role as a Christian towards dissention?

5. How did the Lord unify many people into one?

6. Of what importance is unity in the life of the Church?

7. List three ways to avoid division/separation:
a) _____________________________________

b) _____________________________________

c) _____________________________________










































( Words of Spiritual Benefit, Volume II, by H.H. Pope Shenouda III, COEPA 1997,  Article 53





6

[image: image2.jpg]


