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Susanna and the Second Canonical Books 
Objectives: 
· To learn about the Second Canonical books. 

· To learn the story of Susanna and the spiritual meanings behind it. 

Memory Verse: 

“I will fall into your hands, rather than sin in the sight of the Lord.” (Daniel 13: 23) 
References: 

· Daniel chapter 13 – The Second Canonical Books (Arabic and English) 

· Bible Companion (CD) - The New Revised Standard Version, H. H. Pope Shenouda 

· The Holy Pascha Book (Coptic, Arabic and English) 

· Internet site: http://wesley.nnc.edu/noncanon/apocrypha.htm 

Introduction: 

The commonly used Bibles (Protestant versions) do not include some of the Old Testament books, which the Oriental Orthodox, the Roman Catholic, the Greek Orthodox, the church of Antioch and the Byzantine churches consider as part of the Old Testament. These books are usually called “Apocrypha,” which means hidden. The Protestant believe that they do not have the same spiritual level as the rest of the Old Testament, and since they were not included in the Old Testament version collected in the time of Ezra the priest in 534 B.C, they should not be part of the Bible. However, these books were written by the Jews in exile after the time of Ezra and were included in the Septuagint translation of the Bible and many other early translations of the Bible, including the first Coptic translation. These books are: 

1. Tobit - 14 chapters and should come after the book of Nehemiah. 

2. Judith - 16 Chapters and should come after Tobit. 

3. The remainder of the book of Esther - Chapters 10 to 16. 

4. The Wisdom of Solomon - 19 chapter and should come after the Song of Songs. 

5. Joshua the son of Sirach - 51 chapters and should come after the Wisdom of Solomon. 

6. The Prophecy of Baruch - 6 chapters and should come after Lamentations. 

7. The remainder of Daniel, which include the rest of chapter 3 and chapters 13 and 14. 

8. The first Maccabees - 16 chapters and should come after Malachi. 

9. The second Maccabees - 15 chapters and should come after the first Maccabees. 

The Orthodox Church believes that these books are part of the Old Testament because many of their verses were repeated in the New Testament and the Lord Jesus Christ Himself cited verses from some of them. Many of the early church fathers also used verses from these books in their writings, including St. Clement the Roman, St. Polycarp, St. Clement of Alexandria,. Origen, St. John Chrysostom, St. Augustine, St. Gregory and many others. There are other Apocrypha books on which all churches agreed that the Holy Spirit did not dictate them, e.g. the book of Bernaba. 

Lesson Outline: 

The story of Susanna is mentioned in Daniel chapter 13 and is read during Apocalypse night. It is one of many stories read on this night to demonstrate deliverance from death to life by the power of God. These are considered prophecies of salvation given to humanity through Jesus Christ who changed our death into life and our punishment into salvation. The story of Susanna is as follows (Daniel 13): 

“There was a man living in Babylon whose name was Joachim. 2 He married the daughter of Hilkiah, named Susanna, a very beautiful woman and one who feared the Lord. 3 Her parents were righteous, and had trained their daughter according to the Law of Moses. 4 Joakim was very rich, and had a fine garden adjoining his house; the Jews used to come to him because he was the most honored of them all. 5 That year two elders from the people were appointed as judges. Concerning them the Lord had said: “Wickedness came forth from Babylon, from elders who were judges, who were supposed to govern the people.” 6 These men were frequently at Joachim’s house, and all who had a case to be tried came to them there. 7 When the people left at noon, Susanna would go into her husband’s garden to walk. 8 Every day the two elders used to see her, going in and walking about, and they began to lust for her. 9 They suppressed their consciences and turned away their eyes from looking to Heaven or remembering their duty to administer justice. 10 Both were overwhelmed with passion for her, but they did not tell each other of their distress, 11 for they were ashamed to disclose their lustful desire to seduce her. 12 Day after day they watched eagerly to see her. 13 One day they said to each other, “Let us go home, for it is time for lunch.” So they both left and parted from each other. 14 But turning back, they met again; and when each pressed the other for the reason, they confessed their lust. Then together they arranged for a time when they could find her alone. 15 Once, while they were watching for an opportune day, she went in as before with only two maids, and wished to bathe in the garden, for it was a hot day. 16 No one was there except the two elders, who had hidden themselves and were watching her. 17 She said to her maids, “Bring me olive oil and ointments, and shut the garden doors so that I can bathe.” 18 They did as she told them: they shut the doors of the garden and went out by the side doors to bring what they had been commanded; they did not see the elders, because they were hiding. 19 When the maids had gone out, the two elders got up and ran to her. 20 They said, “Look, the garden doors are shut, and no one can see us. We are burning with desire for you; so give your consent, and lie with us. 21 If you refuse, we will testify against you that a young man was with you, and this was why you sent your maids away.” 22 Susanna groaned and said, “I am completely trapped. For if I do this, it will mean death for me; if I do not, I cannot escape your hands. 23 I choose not to do it; I will fall into your hands, rather than sin in the sight of the Lord.” 24 Then Susanna cried out with a loud voice, and the two elders shouted against her. 25 And one of them ran and opened the garden doors. 26 When the people in the house heard the shouting in the garden, they rushed in at the side door to see what had happened to her. 27 And when the elders told their story, the servants felt very much ashamed, for nothing like this had ever been said about Susanna. 28 The next day, when the people gathered at the house of her husband Joachim, the two elders came, full of their wicked plot to have Susanna put to death. In the presence of the people they said, 29 “Send for Susanna daughter of Hilkiah, the wife of Joachim.” 30 So they sent for her. And she came with her parents, her children, and all her relatives. 31 Now Susanna was a woman of great refinement and beautiful in appearance. 32 As she was veiled, the scoundrels ordered her to be unveiled, so that they might feast their eyes on her beauty. 33 Those who were with her and all who saw her were weeping. 34 Then the two elders stood up before the people and laid their hands on her head. 35 Through her tears she looked up toward Heaven, for her heart trusted in the Lord. 36 The elders said, “While we were walking in the garden alone, this woman came in with two maids, shut the garden doors, and dismissed the maids. 37 Then a young man, who was hiding there, came to her and lay with her. 38 We were in a corner of the garden, and when we saw this wickedness we ran to them. 39 Although we saw them embracing, we could not hold the man, because he was stronger than we, and he opened the doors and got away. 40 We did, however, seize this woman and asked who the young man was, 41 but she would not tell us. These things we testify.” Because they were elders of the people and judges, the assembly believed them and condemned her to death. 42 Then Susanna cried out with a loud voice, and said, “O eternal God, you know what is secret and are aware of all things before they come to be; 43 you know that these men have given false evidence against me. And now I am to die, though I have done none of the wicked things that they have charged against me!” 44 The Lord heard her cry. 45 Just as she was being led off to execution, God stirred up the Holy Spirit of a young lad named Daniel, 46 and he shouted with a loud voice, “I want no part in shedding this woman’s blood!” 47 All the people turned to him and asked, “What is this you are saying?” 48 Taking his stand among them he said, “Are you such fools, O Israelites, as to condemn a daughter of Israel without examination and without learning the facts? 49 Return to court, for these men have given false evidence against her. 50 So all the people hurried back. And the rest of the elders said to him, “Come, sit among us and inform us, for God has given you the standing of an elder.” 51 Daniel said to them, “Separate them far from each other, and I will examine them.” 52 When they were separated from each other, he summoned one of them and said to him, “You old relic of wicked days, your sins have now come home, which you have committed in the past, 53 pronouncing unjust judgments, condemning the innocent and acquitting the guilty, though the Lord said, “You shall not put an innocent and righteous person to death.’ 54 Now then, if you really saw this woman, tell me this: Under what tree did you see them being intimate with each other?” He answered, “Under a mastic tree.” 55 And Daniel said, “Very well! This lie has cost you your head, for the angel of God has received the sentence from God and will immediately cut {The Greek words for [mastic tree] and [cut] are similar, thus forming an ironic wordplay} you in two.” 56 Then, putting him to one side, he ordered them to bring the other. And he said to him, “You offspring of Canaan and not of Judah, beauty has beguiled you and lust has perverted your heart. 57 This is how you have been treating the daughters of Israel, and they were intimate with you through fear; but a daughter of Judah would not tolerate your wickedness. 58 Now then, tell me: Under what tree did you catch them being intimate with each other?” He answered, “Under an evergreen oak.” 59 Daniel said to him, “Very well! This lie has cost you also your head, for the angel of God is waiting with his sword to split {The Greek words for [evergreen oak] and [split] are similar, thus forming an ironic wordplay} you in two, so as to destroy you both.” 60 Then the whole assembly raised a great shout and blessed God, who saves those who hope in Him. 61 And they took action against the two elders, because out of their own mouths Daniel had convicted them of bearing false witness; they did to them as they had wickedly planned to do to their neighbor. 62 Acting in accordance with the Law of Moses, they put them to death. Thus innocent blood was spared that day. 63 Hilkiah and his wife praised God for their daughter Susanna, and so did her husband Joachim and all her relatives, because she was found innocent of a shameful deed. 64 And from that day onward Daniel had a great reputation among the people”.

The story of Susanna demonstrates the strength in her stand against sin regardless of the price, even if it was humiliation to herself, her husband and her family. She was about to lose her life, but she felt safe in the hands of the Lord regardless of what man can do to her. She probably was singing with David the Psalmist when he said, “Let Your hand become my help for I have chosen your precepts. I long for Your salvation, O Lord and Your law is my delight. Let my soul live, and I shall praise you; and Your judgments help me” (Psalm 119:173-175). 

There is a great resemblance between the story of Susanna and that of Joseph against Potiphar’s wife and the temptations to sin with her (Genesis 39:7-23). They both refused to sin against God and initially had a hard punishment from humans, but God delivered them and restored them to a higher rank or reputation. 

It is also interesting how God used Daniel and guided him to save Susanna. In contrast, He used the dream of Pharaoh to save Joseph. It had never occurred to Joseph or Susanna that they would be saved with such Godly plans and arrangements. This shows how His thoughts can be above our understanding and expectations. As He said in Isaiah, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways,” says the Lord; “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:8-9). Therefore, we might as well surrender completely to His good will, as those who keep His commandments. 

Conclusion: 

Standing against sin has a certain triumphant reward from God. We pray that God may give us the same strength and faith that He gave to Susanna to face all evil wars against her. 

Applications: 

· Study other stories read during Apocalypse night that demonstrate deliverance from death to life. 

· Read stories of saints that demonstrate chastity in their lives. 


Supplemental Notes( on

Susanna and the Second Canonical Books

1. Susanna, like so many other Old Testament heroines, can be seen to typify the Church, and Daniel, her deliverer, typifies Christ. The two elders are like the powers of darkness, which seek to lead the godly astray.

2. Susanna in the garden echoes Eve in the Garden of Eden, but her righteousness surpasses Eve’s because she resists temptation.

3. St. Hyppolitus of Rome sees Susanna as a type of the Church, the Bride of Christ, persecuted by the two elders, representing the Jews and the pagans. In his commentary on Daniel, he writes, “And [Susanna] said to her maids, ‘Bring me oil.’ Indeed, faith and love prepare oil and cleansing unguents for those who are washed. But what were these unguents if not the commands of the Holy Word? And what the oil, if not the power of the Holy Spirit? It is with these, after the washing [that is, baptism], blessed Susanna for our sakes, so that we of the present time who believe in God might not regard as strange the things which are now done in the Church, and that we might believe that all of them have been set forth in figures by the patriarchs.”

4. We read then how Daniel saved Susanna from the sentence of death, a symbol of Christ who saved us from our death sentence. The prayer of Susanna reminds us of our own prayer to our Savior for this deliverance. Susanna is freed of her false accusation when Daniel asks about the tree that she rested on. The tree is none other than the Cross which saves us from the enemy.
5. “And as she was being led away to be put to dearth, God aroused the holy spirit of a young boy, whose name was Daniel …” (Verse 45) St. Ignatius argues from this passage that the age of a bishop is immaterial; a young bishop must be reverenced like an older one, since Daniel was given a holy spirit at only twelve years of age, enabling him to convict the elders of false witness and of lusting after the beauty of another man’s wife.

NAME: ____________________________ 
first                                                 last                                                 .
Susanna and the Second Canonical Books 
[image: image1.png] Verse to Memorize: 
	I will fall into your hands, rather than sin in the sight of the Lord.

Daniel 13: 23


1. The story of Susanna is part of the Book of 
a. Isaiah

b. Daniel

c. Jeremiah

d. Nehemiah

e. Ezra

2. This story is read in Church during

a. Christmas

b. Epiphany

c. Palm Sunday

d. Good Friday

e. Apocalypse Night

3. ____________________ demonstrated her strength in her stand against ___________, regardless of the ____________________.

4. Whom did God use to save Susanna from death?

a. David
b.  Tobias
 c.  Joakim           d. Daniel
     e. Azarius
5. Susanna was about to loose her _____________, but she felt safe in the hands of ________________, regardless of what ______________ can do to her.
6. The story of Susanna resembles the Bible story of

a. Joseph & Potiphar’s wife

b. Jacob & Rebecca

c. Abraham & Sarah

d. David & Bathsheba

e. Hosea & his wife

7. How was the wickedness of the two elders exposed to the people?
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