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God Calls St. Paul 
Objective: 
Awareness of the pleasant meeting with the Lord in our life and the possibility of change

Memory Verse: 

“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit.” (John 15:16) 
References: 

· “Paul the Apostle,” translated by Fr. Marcos Daoud 

· “The Apostle of Struggle,” Habib Saeed 

· “St. Paul the Mighty Preacher,” Fr. Youssef Asaad 

· “St. Paul the Apostle,” Fr. Hareth Kreissa 

Introduction: 


St Paul was converted from a persecutor of the Church to a preacher and a great teacher of Christianity. This occurred through a meeting with the Lord who changed him completely. 

Lesson Outline: 

I. Saul the Persecutor of the Church (Acts 9:1-31) 

A Pharisee young man appeared in Jerusalem. His name was Saul, and he was a disciple of Gamaliel the teacher of the Law. He was a great fanatic to Judaism. He heard the Story about Jesus of Nazareth and the appearance of Christianity from the Jews. He was greatly annoyed and began to persecute the believers severely; he believed that in doing so he served God and his religion. He used to destroy and loot the Christian churches. When the Jews planned to stone St. Stephen, the pious deacon, Saul attended the stoning and heard him when he said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” He also saw his angelic face when he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not remember this sin against them,” and Saul approved his murder (Acts 7:4-60). The Book of the Acts of the Apostles says that this fierce lion used to break into the churches and houses and draw men and women, taking them to prison. The Church endured Saul’s persecutions patiently, and the Book of Acts says that those who were scattered because of persecution went about preaching the Word of God; in every house where a murder took place because of this fanatic man’s persecutions, many prayers were raised for him. Nobody thought of hurting him because the Lord says to believers, “Look, I am sending you forth as lambs among wolves.” The lamb is devoured by the wolf but a lamb cannot devour, otherwise it will turn into a wolf. 


God never fails the prayers of His children. This moaning and those cries which rose continually from the catacombs, “O Lord, remember Saul,” found in the heart of the Lord of the Church a wonderful response. 

II. A Meeting and a Change 

Saul caused Jerusalem’s flock to scatter. His fanaticism led him to take letters from the chief priest to Damascus and to the synagogue of Damascus so that if he should find any of these followers of Christ, he would be able to arrest them, both men and women, and bring them back to Jerusalem. He was armed with all the weapons of power; he had the power of the High Priest, strong men and soldiers; he had his zeal and fanaticism, which were beyond description. All this was against a humble, meek flock that could not resist because their Lord prevented them from carrying a sword and demanded that they should learn lowliness from Him and leave vengeance to Him; “Vengeance is Mine.” On his way to Damascus, jealousy and fanaticism filled his heart. As Saul was coming near the city of Damascus, suddenly a light from the sky flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” “Who are you Lord,” he asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads” (The goad is a piece of iron used for pricking a beast to urge it to run). Saul was frightened and confused. He said, “What shall I do, Lord?” The Lord said to him, “Rise, go your way into Damascus, and there you will be told about everything it is appointed for you to do.” The men who were traveling with Saul had stopped, not saying a word; they heard the voice but could not see anyone. Saul got up from the ground and opened his eyes but could not see a thing. So they took him by the hand and led him into Damascus. For three days, he was not able to see, and during that time, he did not eat or drink anything. 

III. My Lord and My God 

· My Lord and my God, Your power is filled with love. The wolf which devours Your flock, You call it by its name and show him Your love. 

· My Lord and my God, Your power is filled with might. The lion before which no one could stand collapsed before Your glory and fell to the ground humiliated, asking You humbly, “O Lord, What do You want me to do?” 

· My Lord and my God, Your power is filled with glory. The fiery, sharp eyes that devoured the meek lambs, when they met You, they could see nothing. Their fanaticism was no more; You brought them back through meekness to enlightenment, to see the Divine light. 

· My Lord and my God, how great You are and how Majestic. Saul, the fierce man, becomes Paul, the apostle of struggle, the chosen vessel and great pillar of the Church. 

· My Lord and my God, turn me as You turned him; meet me and call me as You called him, O Lord. 

IV. In the House of Ananias 

There was in Damascus a certain disciple named Ananias, and the Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He said, “Here I am, Lord.” The Lord said to him, “Rise, go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas, look for a man called Saul, from Tarsus. For look, he is praying, and in a vision, he has seen a man named Ananias come and lay his hands upon him that he might recover his sight.” But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how many harmful things he did to Your holy ones in Jerusalem. And here he has authority from the chief priests to put in bonds all those calling upon Your name.” The Lord said to him, “Be on your way because this man is a chosen vessel to Me, to bear My name to the nations as well as to kings and the sons of Israel. For I shall show him plainly how many things he must suffer for My name.” So, Ananias went off and entered into the house, and he laid his hands upon him and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me in order that you may recover your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

V. The Persecutor becomes a Preacher 


And immediately there fell from his eyes what looked like scales, and he recovered his sight, rose and was baptized; he took nourishment and gained strength. For some days, he was with the disciples in Damascus, then immediately in the synagogues, he began to preach that Jesus is the Son of God. But all those hearing him were astonished and said, “Is this not the man that ravaged those in Jerusalem who call upon this name, and he had come here for that very purpose, that he might lead them bound to the chief priests?” But Saul became Paul, and he kept on acquiring strength and confounding the Jews that dwelt in Damascus as he proved logically that this is the Christ. 

VI. The Persecutions that the Apostle of the Nations Suffered 


As the Lord Jesus Christ suffered in bearing witness to the Heavenly Father, each member bearing witness to the Lord Jesus has to suffer also. Every witness should be persecuted, persecuted by the world, the devil, and men and by the corrupt ancient man that lies in his nature. Thus the life of every faithful witness is composed of persecution, forming a sad symphony outside him, but inside him, it is pleasant and enjoyable as St. Paul said, “For though tribulation is momentary and light, it works out for us a glory which is of more and more surpassing weight and is everlasting” (2 Corinthians 4:17). 

VII. Sources of Paul’s Troubles 

The Jews: They were shocked when they saw Saul change into Paul the preaching apostle so they resisted him severely in every synagogue and in every city. They flogged him five times, struck him many times and they stoned him once and at this time he was about to die. 

The false brothers: Those are the Jews who became Christians but kept the Spirit of Judaism in their heart and tried to introduce Jewish beliefs in the Christian faith to dye it with the Jewish life. Those, Paul called “the false brothers.” They used to go to every church he established and arouse tribulations and spread rumors so Paul suffered a lot because of their behavior. 

The Pagan Priests: Those caused the people to rebel against Paul because they felt that Paul’s preaching caused the loss of their resources and income. This happened in the city of Ephesus as an example. Besides, he faced many other troubles in his travels especially the thorn in the flesh and in this he entreated the Lord that it might depart from him but the Lord said to him, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:7-9). 

VIII. Paul the Apostle Explained Some of the Troubles He Faced 

A. Lots of Tribulations (2 Corinthians 11:23-33) 
· He was obliged to refer to them in order to confirm his evangelism before the stubborn people who resisted him and wanted to corrupt the service in the church of the Ephesians. 

· Far greater labors, far more imprisonments, and countless beatings
· “I have received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes, less one.”
· “Three times I have been shipwrecked, a night and a day I have been adrift at sea.”
· On frequent journeys
· “In labor and toil, in sleepless nights often.”
· “In dangers from highwaymen, in dangers from my own race, in dangers from the nations.”
· “In hunger and thirst… in abstinence from food many times... in cold and nakedness.”
· The anxiety of caring for all the congregations. 

B. Always faithful to the Lord 

· He was faithful to the message appointed to him and for the souls he loved; listen to him when he says, “Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation?” (2 Corinthians 11:29). 

· “When being reviled, we bless; when being persecuted, we bear; when being defamed, we entreat” (1 Corinthians 4:12, 13). 

· “Nevertheless, I do not make my soul of any account as dear to me, if only I may finish my course and the ministry which I received of the Lord Jesus to bear thorough witness to the good news of the undeserved kindness of God” (Acts 20:24). 

· “Who will separate us form the Love of the Christ. Will tribulation or distress or persecution or hunger or nakedness or danger or sword?” (Romans 8:35). 

C. Why does God permit such persecutions afflict his servants? 

In answer to this question, St. Theodorus says the following: 

· To protect us from falling in negligence and laziness and to make us always alert, on guard with open eyes
· To look all the time to God, pleading His mercy and help
· So that we may not be proud but think humbly of ourselves
· So that we may show that we’re attached to God, His love and faith till the end 

· So that continuous distress may give us the power to attain greater crowns
· So that God may be glorified and the devil may be ashamed through our endless patience
· So that we may show our faithfulness to God, in spite of all tribulations
Conclusion: 

How can I be one of the Lord Jesus’ disciples? Christ, who directed His call to Saul, is still directing it to each one of us. And the Lord, who met him on the way, is ready to meet with us on the way of our life and call us all to be His disciples. He expects us to respond to Him and answer His call. 

Applications: 

· Meditate on the following two verses: 

· “This man is a chosen vessel to Me, to bear My name to the nations as well as to kings and the sons of Israel. For I shall show him plainly how many things he must suffer for My name” (Acts 9:15, 16). 

· “Lord, what will You have me to do?” (Acts 9:6) 

· Spend time in prayer and reading the Bible to meet with the Lord and talk to Him. 

· Write an essay or make a wall magazine on the Call of Saul. 





Acts 9:1-31
	1
	Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest

	2
	and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.

	3
	As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from heaven.

	4
	Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?"

	5
	And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" Then the Lord said, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads."

	6
	So he, trembling and astonished, said, "Lord, what do You want me to do?" Then the Lord said to him, "Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do."

	7
	And the men who journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice but seeing no one.

	8
	Then Saul arose from the ground, and when his eyes were opened he saw no one. But they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus.

	9
	And he was three days without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

	10
	Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and to him the Lord said in a vision, "Ananias." And he said, "Here I am, Lord."

	11
	So the Lord said to him, "Arise and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, for behold, he is praying.

	12
	"And in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he might receive his sight."

	13
	Then Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much harm he has done to Your saints in Jerusalem.

	14
	"And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name."

	15
	But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel.

	16
	"For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My name's sake."

	17
	And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit."

	18
	Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized.

	19
	So when he had received food, he was strengthened. Then Saul spent some days with the disciples at Damascus.

	20
	Immediately he preached the Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God.

	21
	Then all who heard were amazed, and said, "Is this not he who destroyed those who called on this name in Jerusalem, and has come here for that purpose, so that he might bring them bound to the chief priests?"

	22
	But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who dwelt in Damascus, proving that this Jesus is the Christ.

	23
	Now after many days were past, the Jews plotted to kill him.

	24
	But their plot became known to Saul. And they watched the gates day and night, to kill him.

	25
	Then the disciples took him by night and let him down through the wall in a large basket.

	26
	And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, and did not believe that he was a disciple.

	27
	But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. And he declared to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.

	28
	So he was with them at Jerusalem, coming in and going out.

	29
	And he spoke boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus and disputed against the Hellenists, but they attempted to kill him.

	30
	When the brethren found out, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him out to Tarsus.

	31
	Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied.




Saint Paul the Apostle(
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He is the great apostle to the gentiles. He endured more than most men could endure, yet he keenly felt his bodily frailty, primarily because he was afflicted by “a thorn in the flesh.” Whatever the precise nature of the affliction, his feelings of weakness made him constantly dependent upon God. "For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him but also to suffer for His sake." (Phil. 1:29)


His Hebrew name was Saul. He was born near the beginning of the first century of pure Jewish blood in the Greco-Roman city of Tarsus. He was the son of Pharisee. At the proper age, perhaps 13, he was sent to Jerusalem and completed his studies under the famous Gamaliel (Acts 22:3; 26:4-5). Three elements characterized him: Greek culture, Roman citizenship, and Hebrew religion. Proud of the advantages conferred to him by his Roman citizenship and by his strong Jewish heritage, he was not ashamed to persecute the Christians openly. His active opposition to Christianity marked him as the leader of the persecution that arose upon the death of Stephen. He was convinced that Christians were heretics and that the honor of Jehovah demanded their extermination (Acts 26:9). 

The spread of the Christians to foreign cities only increased his fury against them, causing him to extend the scope of his activities. As he was approaching Damascus armed with the authority from the high priest, Lord Jesus appeared to him; "I am Jesus whom you are persecuting." Saul at once saw the error of his way and surrendered instantly and completely. Trembling and astonished he said, "Lord, what do You want me to do?" (Acts 9:1-9) This transforming crisis in Saul's life is mentioned repeatedly; three times in the Book of Acts, and in the epistles, Paul refers to it as the work of the Divine Grace and Power, transforming him and commissioning him as Christ's messenger (1 Cor 9:16-17; Gal.  1:15-16; Eph. 3:7-9; 1 Tm. 1:12-16). The three days of fasting in blindness were days of agonizing heart-searching and further dealing with Lord Jesus. Ananias baptized him and accomplished the conversion to Christian fellowship.


Later in reviewing his former life, Paul clearly recognized how God had been preparing him for his future work. The new Paul at once proclaimed the Deity and Messianic nature of Jesus in the Jewish synagogues, which caused alarm among the Jews. Paul's visit to Arabia was necessary to retire and rethink his beliefs in the light of the new revelation. He received the teaching that he needed from the Lord Himself and came out with the essentials of his beliefs fixed. The work of Gentile foreign missions was inaugurated by the church at Antioch. The Holy Spirit said, "Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." (Acts 13:2) 
The First Missionary Journey: 

It began with work among the Jews in Cyprus in the spring of 48 A.D. At Paphos, Paul publicly exposed the diabolical character of Elymas the sorcerer. "And immediately a dark mist fell on him, and he went around seeking someone to lead him by the hand. Then the procounsel believed, when he saw what had been done, being astonished at the teaching of the Lord. "(Acts 13:11-12) 

Then, the party sailed to Perga in Pamphylia where John Mark deserted them and returned to Jerusalem. From there, they went to Pisidian, then to Iconium where they were forced to leave. At Lystra, the healing of a cripple caused a pagan attempt to offer sacrifices to the missionaries as gods in human form. Paul said, "Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men with the same nature as you, and preach to you that should turn from these vain things to the Living God, who made the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them." (Acts 14:15-17) 

Then some fanatical agitators turned the disillusioned pagans against the missionaries, and in the uproar, Paul was stoned. Dragged out of the city, he was left as dead, but the disciples stood around him until he regained consciousness, reentered the city, and the next day was able to make the trip to Derbe. 

After preaching there, they returned to Antioch and reported how "God had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles." (Acts 14-27) 
The Second Missionary Journey: 

Paul and Barnabas separated; Barnabas sailed to Cyprus with Mark, and Paul chose Silas and revisited the churches of Galatia (Acts 15: 36-41). At Lystra, Paul added young Timothy, after having circumcised him, to the missionary party. Leaving Luke at Philippi, they started preaching in the synagogues of Thessalonica. Then in Berea and Athens, he taught daily in the markets. The work at Corinth proved to be a definite success, lasting 18 months. From there, Paul took Aquila and Priscilla to Ephesus, and then they returned to Jerusalem. 
The Third Missionary Journey: 

Having strengthened the disciples in the region of Galatia and Phrygia, Paul started a fruitful mission at Ephesus, lasting three years (Acts 19:1-41; 20:31). He inaugurated an alms collection among his Gentile churches for the saints in Judea, and then he took the collection to Jerusalem. His presence there created tension because of reports that he taught the Jews to forsake the Law of Moses. To neutralize these reports, they suggested to Paul a plan to prove that he had no aversion in keeping the law. The act of conciliation apparently satisfied the believers but was the cause of Paul's arrest. He was rescued from death at the hands of the Jewish mob. 

The Lord appeared to Paul in prison and assured him that he would go to Rome. The commander sent Paul to Caesarea under a large protective guard, where he appeared before Felix. Then before Fetus, Paul used his right as a Roman citizen and appealed his case to Caesar. Before he was sent to Rome, he also appeared in front of King Agrippa. 

Paul was sent to Rome under the escort of a centurion named Julius. Adverse weather delayed the progress of their ship. At Myra, they transferred to an Alexandrian grain ship bound for Italy. Futile efforts to reach Phoenix ended in the total wreck of the ship on the island of Malta. The journey to Rome was completed on another Alexandrian grain ship.


Paul's treatment in Rome was lenient; he lived in his own rented house with a soldier guarding it. The "Prison Epistles," Colossians, Philemon, Ephesians, and Philippians were written at this time.


In the 2nd Epistle to Timothy, it is clear that Paul is again in prison and in close confinement as a malefactor (Tim. 1:16-17; 2-9).  In his writing to Timothy, he had no hope of being released. Paul was executed in Rome in 66 or 67 A.D.

May the prayers and supplications of the great Saint Paul the Apostle be with us. Amen.



Saul is Converted(
(A Lesson for Junior High School)

I. Saul’s Background
A. Born in Tarsus, Cilicia (present Turkey)
B. Well educated in history, language, law, and psychology

C. By occupation, he was a tentmaker; he was also a Jewish leader, a Pharisee

D. God selected him before he was born (see Gal. 1:15&16)

E. Saul becomes St. Paul and is appointed by the Holy Spirit to preach to the Gentiles.

II. God’s Invitation (Acts 9:1-19)

A. Read passage Acts 9:1-19 with the students.

B. He used to persecute & murder Christians; he supervised St. Stephen’s stoning.

C. Jesus Christ appeared to him in a very strong light. He was struck with blindness and was not able to eat or drink for 3 days.

D. God sent Ananias to baptize and put his hands on him to receive the Holy Spirit.
· Point out the importance of Baptism in washing away sins.

III. When Someone Meets Christ

A. His life changes completely; old, sinful habits are gone.

B. He is a new creature.

1. Baptism cleanses away our sins.

2. By Mayroon, we receive a new Spirit from God.
3. The Holy Eucharist renews the Holy Spirit in us every week.

4. Death has no power over us.



 Name: ________________________________________
First
                   
Last                                   .

God Calls St. Paul 
Memory Verse: [image: image2.jpg]




1. Saul was born in
1. Saul was born in

a) Cairo   b) Tarsus   c) Athens   d) Rome   e) Nazareth

2. By occupation, Saul was a

a) Carpenter   b) Physician   c) Fisherman   d) Tentmaker

3. What was Saul's name after becoming a Christian?
a) Paul   b) Mark   c) Barnabas   d) Ananias   e) Stephen

4. From _____________ 1:15&16, we learn that ________ had selected _____________ even before he was __________. [Saul, Galatians, born, God]
5. Saul witnessed and approved the execution of 

a) Jesus Christ

b) Judas Iscariot

c) St. James

d) St. Stephen

e) St. Peter

6. "He [Saul] is a chosen ________ of Mine, to bear____________ before Gentiles, ______________, and the children of __________________." (Acts 9:15)

7. In what image did Saul see our Lord Jesus Christ? _____________________________________

8. Saul was struck with ________________ for 3 days; during that time, he was not able to _____________ or _____________ anything.

9. A certain disciple in Damascus, named ________________, came and laid his ______________ upon Saul, and then he regained his _______________ and was filled with the ____________________________.

10. How many journeys did St. Paul travel to spread Christianity? _____________
You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit.


John 15:16












































( From: Coptic Orthodox Book of Saints (Part 1), compiled and translated by Samir Kirolos, St. George & St. Joseph Coptic Orthodox Church, Montreal, Canada


( Prepared by Ossama Ekladious, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA, U.S.A.
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