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Jeremiah the Prophet 
Objective: 
To learn about the personality of Jeremiah the prophet
Memory Verse: 

“For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.” (Jeremiah 31:34) 
References: 

· “The Book of Jeremiah,” Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty 

· The new open Bible - New King James 

Introduction: 

Let us imagine something. Let’s say that while you are praying, God speaks to you and asks you to go to a specific people in school who drink, party, commit adultery, or take drugs. God wants you to preach to them and tell them that if they do not repent, they would be destroyed. What would you say? How would you feel, and what are some of the issues that would be going through your mind about this request? Well, this exact thing happened to Jeremiah the prophet. Let’s read Jeremiah 1:4-10, 19 and see how Jeremiah the prophet responded. 

Lesson Outline: 

When God called Jeremiah the prophet for service, Jeremiah was initially scared because the people he had to face were very wicked, and they were much higher in status than he was. However, God comforted Jeremiah by telling him not to worry, and that He would help him speak. From the first scene between God and Jeremiah, we can summarize some basic characteristics of Jeremiah the prophet: 

1. Humility – when he told the Lord that he “can not speak, for [he] is a youth.” (Jeremiah 1:6)
2. Full of spirituality – God has chosen Jeremiah the prophet when he was about 13 years old! That by itself says a lot about how much God valued Jeremiah the prophet. 

3. Obedient – When Jeremiah expressed his concerns to the Lord, and the Lord comforted him, he trusted and obeyed the Lord. Then, he witnessed to the evil and wicked people of Israel at that time. 

Some interesting facts about Jeremiah the prophet and his relationship with God include: 

1. God chose Jeremiah the prophet before he was born. This is shown in the fifth verse of the first chapter when God said, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you.” 

2. In order for him to serve and set a good example before the wicked, he had to be sanctified and blessed by the Lord as mentioned in Jeremiah 1:5, “Before you were born I sanctified you.” 

3. Finally God has ordained him or appointed him to the service when He said, “And I ordained you a prophet to the nations.” 

What an honor to be so special to the Lord. We all have the same status in front of God; it’s just a matter of our willingness to serve Him and be good witnesses before others, showing them the true meaning of Christianity. 

Even though Jeremiah the prophet was very strong when he went to preach about God and tell people to return from their evil ways, at times of persecutions and hardships, he would always plead with God for help and encouragement. The other amazing feature in his service is that although the people he was preaching were evil, he still cared for them and prayed for them. We see that in Chapter 9, verse 1 when Jeremiah says, “Oh, that my head were waters and my eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people!” Here Jeremiah the prophet expresses his sorrow for his people. 

Jeremiah was never able to make the wicked people return. He worked very hard telling them to repent, but unfortunately these wicked people started plotting to kill him. He was able to escape death several times, but he was finally killed by and for his people. He was killed by his people, and he was killed for them because he continued to care for them by carrying God’s message to them. However, they did not care. Similarly the Jews, who claimed to know the God of Israel all their lives, killed Christ, and Christ was killed for them because He wanted to save them and grant them eternal life. 

Here is a question for further reflection: What other characteristics of Jeremiah the prophet could we compare to Christ’s characteristics and life? 

We learn many virtues from Jeremiah the prophet; one of which is the relationship with God. Jeremiah always had intimate conversations with the Lord, and we pray that we could improve the quality of our conversations with God. Also, Jeremiah the prophet trusted in the Lord in the hardest times when people were seeking to kill him. We wonder, if we were in his situation, would we’ve done the same thing? 

Conclusions: 

We see that Jeremiah the prophet was a courageous, yet a humble man. He started his service when he was a very young man, i.e. 13 years old. This tells us that it’s never too early to start serving the Lord. We should always have the sense of responsibility toward serving the Lord and others. Also, we should learn from Jeremiah that even though we might find road blocks, we need to keep on going and asking God for His support. 

Applications: 

· Never be afraid or ashamed from what God likes you to say or do; we should always know that God would be on our side to support us. 

· Get more familiar with the Bible, so we would be more qualified to carry the divine message to others. 




The Fifth Day of the Blessed Month of Bashans
The Martyrdom of St. Jeremiah the Prophet

On this day, the prophet Jeremiah, one of the Major Prophets, the son of Hilkiah the priest, was martyred. He prophesied in the days of Josiah son of Amon, king of Judah and Jehoiakim son of Josiah. God had chosen him, for He said, "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations." (Jer 1:5) He rebuked the children of Israel because they left the worship of God and rejected His Commandments. He warned them of the anger of God if they did not return from their transgressions. When he perceived their hardened hearts and the fast approaching judgment of the Lord, he prayed fervently, weeping so that God might forgive the sins of His people. God rejected his prayers with regard to those who did not obey him, and He moved Nebuchadnezzar to besiege Jerusalem. His soldiers conquered it under the leadership of Nebuzardan, who killed many of them inside the city. After they had taken all the precious possessions of the temple, the king's palace, and the nobles of the people, they took with them all those who were left alive to Babylon. Among those who were driven to exile was the prophet Jeremiah. Nevertheless, when Nebuzardan saw him bound with the rest, he set him free. He then wrote his "Lamentations" for the destruction of the city of Jerusalem, the temple and the exile of his people for 70 years in Babylon.


This Prophet prophesied about the coming of Our Lord and Savior, and His sufferings and passion. His life ended when the Jews themselves stoned him in Egypt, and he died a martyr in prison.

May his prayers be with us and glory be to God forever. Amen.

Supplemental Notes( on
Jeremiah the Prophet

1. Jeremiah is a Hebrew name which means “God establishes.”
2. Scholars differentiate between Major Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel), and Minor Prophets (the rest of the prophets). This distinction is not based on the differentiation of the prophets themselves, but rather on the relative size of their books.
3. Jeremiah realized his role in life when he was a boy. He accepted it from God’s Hands; it was said to him, “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you. I have appointed you a prophet to the nations... Do not say I am a youth... For I am with you to deliver you, declares the Lord.” (Jer. 1:5-8) Thus the prophet accepted his mission when he was young and was ready to perform what men could not do. This gave a special taste to his life, despite the difficulties he had to face all along the road. He carried the responsibility with all its troubles. By fulfilling a noble goal, which he accepted from the hands of God Himself, his personality achieved its growth. This is an invitation to all mankind, especially those in the period of adolescence, to explore their depths and discover the glories of God in their innermost being, to realize their mission and the assistance of God’s grace in fulfilling it. Consequently, it will be possible to say, “I am what I am, and His grace towards me did not prove vain.” (1 Cor. I5: 10) 

4. “And I will make you to this people a fortified bronze wall.” (Jer. 15:20) God Himself appointed this prophet to be a protector for the people to the extent that He called him a "wall" for them, and a strong wall at that. The Lord confirmed this purpose of His to Jeremiah himself when He said to Him, "I have made you this day a fortified city and an iron pillar, and bronze walls against the whole land; against the kings of Judah, against its princes, against its priests, and against the people of the land. " (Jer. 1:18) What an amazing thing it was, that Jeremiah be a wall to all the land!

5. A person may excuse himself and say, “I don’t know how to serve.” This person reminds us of Jeremiah the Prophet, who said to the Lord, “I cannot speak, for I am a youth." (Jer 1:6) But the Lord rebuked him, saying, "Do not say, 'I am a youth,' for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and whatever I command you, you shall speak.” (Jer 1:7) This initial refusal to serve was also done by Moses who said to God, “O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither before nor since You have spoken to Your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue;" (Ex 4:10) and again, "Behold, I am of uncircumcised lips, and how shall Pharaoh heed me?" (Ex 6:30)  In spite of this, God did not accept all these excuses. God knows all the gifts He has given us; He knows us mentally. Therefore, we have no grounds to stand on when denying our ability to serve the Lord. We will have to give an account for every gift given to us, including those we did not use to serve the Lord.
6. When God calls a person to a task, He equips that person for the task. 

7. The word of God was in the heart of the prophet Jeremiah "like a fire," (Jer. 20:9) and he could not remain still or keep silent despite all the trouble that befell him. The Lord said to Jeremiah, "I will make My words in your mouth a fire." (Jer. 5:14 ) And Jeremiah cried out, “Oh, my soul, my soul! I am pained in my very heart! My heart makes a noise in me, I cannot hold my peace.” (Jer. 4:19)

8. Jeremiah the Prophet was a contemporary of the prophets Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Daniel, and Ezekiel, and his ministry stretched from 627 B.C. to 580 B.C.

9. Jeremiah was denied marriage to spare his family the bitter circumstances that were to come to the people and the corruption that became like a contagious plague. 
10. There is nothing worse for man than to forsake his God, the Source of his life and Cause of his holiness. God says through Jeremiah, “For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, the Fountain of living waters, and hewn themselves cisterns - broken cisterns that can hold no water.” (Jeremiah 2: 13)

11. “Why will you plead with Me? In vain I have chastened your children; they received no correction.” (Jeremiah 2: 29, 30) “You have stricken them; but they have not grieved. You have consumed them; but they have refused to receive correction.” (Jeremiah 5: 3) Now God is giving them over to their corruption, which they have chosen by their own free will. He is letting the disease infiltrate through their bodies, from the head to the heart to the sole of the foot. As it infects their minds, they become incapable of discernment; and as it attacks their hearts, their inner feelings and emotions would get defiled; and as it reaches the feet, they would be unable to move towards God, along the royal way of His Kingdom. Corruption has infiltrated the rulers and the elite (head), the officers and the priests (heart), as well as the common people (foot), even those despised among them (sole of the foot). The wounds turned fatal and the bleeding did not stop. There is no one to help or save or offer the oil of compassion to soothe the painful bruises. Corruption affected the human nature itself, and as said by St. Cyril of Jerusalem, “Great is the wound of human nature, from head to foot; there is no health.”
12. Not every fasting is acceptable before God, especially if it does not accompany repentance. Consider the fasting of the sinners at the time of Jeremiah the Prophet, about whom the Lord said, “When they fast, I will not hear their cry; and when they offer burnt offering, I will not accept them.” (Jer 14:11,12) 

13. There was nothing left for the prophet except to shed his tears before the Lord. This is what any wise spiritual leader would do, who sees the people of God deviate or the souls perish; he would say with the prophet Jeremiah, “Oh, that my head were waters and my eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people!” (Jeremiah 9: 1) The Lord of prophets, Himself, “saw the city and wept over it.” (Luke 19: 41)
14. During Prophet Jeremiah’s time, Judah was ruled by its kings. The king of Judah, the politicians and all the leaders, even the religious ones preferred to side with Egypt against Babylon. The voice of the Lord through Jeremiah, however, proclaimed that victory would not come by alliance with Egypt and relying on human power but with repentance and returning to God, the victory-Giver. Jeremiah was convicted of national treason, of secret alliance with the enemy, Babylon, and of depressing the spirit of the army and the people. 
15. The people of God did not expect to fall into captivity, and when Israel, the northern kingdom, was under enemy control, the Kingdom of Judah assumed that this would never happen to it because it embraces the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem, the city of God. Yet Judah was occupied, and Jerusalem collapsed together with the temple, which the enemy desecrated with heathen worship as stated by Ezekiel and Jeremiah. The captives thought that it would be only a matter of few months, then God would surely intervene and set them free; but months and years passed by and the people, assuming that God forgot them, got a feeling of isolation and desolation.
16. Prophet Jeremiah survived the Babylonian assault on the city of Jerusalem. He advised the people that were left in Judah not to flee to Egypt, but in vain; they not only left by themselves to Egypt but forced him with his close friend, the scribe Baruch, to accompany them on their trip (41:1–43:7). There, he spoke his last prophesy in Tahpanhes, Egypt (43:8–44:30). There is a tradition that states that he was stoned in Egypt for scolding his people.
17. In the Old Testament, Egypt signified the love of the world; it was known by its river, which added richness and fertility to the valley. Babylon signified arrogance and became a symbol for all arrogance and adultery. From the symbolic side, Jeremiah warned the believers from seeking the Pharaoh of Egypt, i.e. the world in its destructive love, or the king of Babylon, i.e. the arrogance that destroys the spirit. But only seek the Lord who frees the soul and the body together from the slavery of the world’s love and arrogance!
18. In spite of the Jews’ rebellion and departure to Egypt, the Lord did not prevent them from prophecies. Jeremiah prophesied while in Egypt that the Lord always fetches His people wherever they were. St. John Chrysostom sees the Lord allowing Jeremiah to be taken with the people to Egypt. His people had resisted the voice of the Lord stubbornly, but He does not leave them in their stubbornness. Jeremiah was carrying the voice of the Lord against their will to keep them from complete destruction.
19. Egypt, with its Pharaoh and pagan worship, represented the ancient pagan world in its uncleanness. Yet it has been a refuge for many, particularly at times of famine. To it came our father Abraham (Genesis 12: 10). It received Joseph, persecuted by his brothers, to become the second man after Pharaoh, to provide out of its storehouses life for all the neighboring countries. To it, our father Jacob came with his children to start the nucleus of the ancient people of God, with its twelve tribes, and to produce the first of their leaders, Moses, the great among prophets, supported by the first High Priest Aaron. Among the prophets who came to Egypt was the prophet Jeremiah, who tried to dissuade the people from escaping to Egypt but was forced to accompany them into it (Jeremiah 41: 1; 43: 7). His last prophecies were uttered in Tahpanhes, Egypt (Jeremiah 43: 8; 44: 1). As to the heavenly coming of the Lord Christ to Egypt, He established in it a Church characterized by divine blessing, carrying in its worship, rites, and songs tunes of heavenly life. Egypt, filled with pagan worship and gods of calves, crocodiles, frogs etc., has received the Lord of glory to establish out of the hearts of the Egyptians a sanctuary for Himself. Egypt was transformed from being the greatest fortress of paganism to the greatest center of Christian thought, of spiritual worship, and of evangelical life within a short time. The star of the Church of Egypt twinkled through the School of Alexandria, the teacher of Theology and Bible interpretation to the whole early Christian world and the leader of the movement of defending the straight faith on a universal level. From Egypt, the movement of Christian monasticism, in all its forms, set forth to draw the heart of the Church toward the wilderness to practice the angelic, inner life. At the same time, the gates of the empirical courts were opened before people of religion. As danger chased the Church, where spiritual work is conducted amid political and contemporary authority, the Church of Egypt carried the cross of its Groom along the ages and presented uncountable numbers of martyrs and confessors. Entire cities were martyred and thousands have raced to gain the crowns of martyrdom with joyful hearts.
20. Jeremiah the prophet used to praise the Lord in the midst of his troubles and asked everyone to praise; "Sing to the Lord! Praise the Lord! For He has delivered the life of the poor from the hand of evildoers." (Jeremiah 20:13)

21. God presents Himself by several names in order to strengthen the faith of His believers: “The Lord will provide,” (Genesis 22: 14) as Abraham saw with the eyes of faith the unique Sacrifice of Christ, the Grantor of the power of resurrection. “The Lord Shalom,” (Judges 6: 24) meaning “The Lord is peace,” as Christ the Word of God is our peace (Ephesians 2: 14). By Him, we enjoy reconciliation with God as the mystery of our inner peace and our peace with others. “I am the Lord who heals you” (Jehovah-ropheka) (Exodus 15: 26); He longs to heal our souls and bodies as the true Physician of humanity. “The Lord Our Righteousness” (Jehovah-Zidkenu) (Jeremiah 23: 6), as in Christ we become righteous (1 Corinthians 1: 30), we bear the fellowship of His nature and enjoy His righteousness in us.

22. God loves Truth, and loves to see us defending it in the right way. He says in the Book of Jeremiah, "Run to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem; see now and know and seek in her open places if you can find a man, if there is anyone who executes judgment, who seeks the truth, and I will pardon her." (Jer. 5:1) Defending truth is a virtue which God requires. If you walk in it, you will walk in righteousness; this is not against meekness, as long as you follow the right way.

23. Jeremiah the prophet is an example of a life of faith, submission and obedience. He followed God, in faith, in ways he never thought he would go through, and at the end he summarized his experience about the life of submission in his deep saying, “O Lord, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in man who walks to direct his own steps.” (Jer. 10:23) Why doesn't he guide his steps? Because it is God who leads and guides these steps. This is the life of submission that you walk after God and not after your mind. You walk not according to your wishes and desires and not according to the wishes and/or advice of other people but after God Himself who leads your life. He puts your life at any place and position according to His wisdom. So ask yourself whether God leads your life, or is it a certain desire that leads and guides your actions and foot steps.

24. Even the strongest people need encouragement at times. See how God encouraged Jeremiah in the Old Testament when He said to him, "Do not be afraid of their faces, for I am with you to deliver you... I have put My words in your mouth... I have made you this day a fortified city, an iron pillar and a bronze wall to stand against the whole land... They will fight against you but they shall not prevail against you, for I am with you to deliver you." (Jer. 1:8-19) 


NAME: ____________________________ 
first                                                     last                                             .
Jeremiah the Prophet
Memory Verse: 
	For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.

Jeremiah 31:34


1. Jeremiah the prophet was blessed with the following characteristics:
a. [image: image1.png]Humility
b. Obedience to the Lord

c. Spirituality

d. Lamentation for sins

e. All the above

2. When did God choose Jeremiah to be a prophet?
a. When he was 13 years old
b. At the age of 30
c. Before he was born

d. When he was an elder

e. After he was ordained a priest

3. About how old was Jeremiah when he started to serve God? ___________

4. When his _______________ got tough and wicked people plotted to __________ him, Jeremiah turned to the _____________ for help and encouragement. [kill, mission, encouragement, Lord]
5. _________________ had an intimate _______________ with God through ____________. [prayer, Jeremiah, relationship]
6. Never be ___________ or ashamed from what __________ likes you to say or ______; He will always be on your ______________ to support you. [side, afraid, God, do]
7. Write down Christ’s characteristics that compare with those of Jeremiah in the following: 
a. God did not allow Jeremiah to marry nor have children.

b. The people didn’t listen to Jeremiah or believe what he said.

c. Jeremiah loved and cared for his people, even when they were wicked and hated him.

d. Jeremiah was finally killed by his people and for his people.
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