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The Coming of the Savior Jesus Christ 
Objective: 
· To contemplate on the Nativity of the King of Glory and the Prince of Peace. 

Memory Verse: 

“Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people.” Luke 2:10
References: 

· “Glory, peace and joy,” by the Late Bishop Anba Bemin, Mallawi 

· “Levels of teaching feasts,” Mahaba Bookstore 

Introduction: 

Since Adam fell and was driven out of the Garden of Eden, the Lord promised Adam that the seed of the woman would smite the head of the serpent. Man waited for a long time and expected that the Lord would fulfill His promise through the Law and the prophets. In the Old Testament, there are many clear references indicating the Coming of the Messiah and that the Promises of God must be fulfilled. And just like before dawn, rays of light gather, light shines suddenly and darkness is no more.

Lesson Outline: 

I. The Prophecy 
Isaiah prophesied that Christ would come when he said, “For to us a child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6) The same prophet says, “Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a Son and shall call His name Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14)

Jeremiah emphasizes the promise when he says, “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah-- not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” (Jeremiah 31:31-33)

The Old Testament paved the way for the New Testament, which is a spiritual testament. In it, the Lord dwells in man and we become God’s people. 

II. The Day which the Lord has made 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. In the first two chapters of his Gospel, St. Luke explained how man was joyfully waiting for the day when Christ comes according to God’s promise. 

When Virgin Mary visited Elizabeth, she sang hymns of praise and said, “My soul magnifies the Lord. And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant; for behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed. For He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His name. And His mercy is on those who fear Him From generation to generation. He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He has put down the mighty from their thrones, and exalted the lowly. He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent away empty. He has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy, as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever.” (Luke 1:46-55)
When Zechariahs the Priest opened his mouth, he said, “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His people, and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant David, as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, who have been since the world began, that we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us, to perform the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember His holy covenant.” (Luke 1:68-72) 

When Simon the elder was in the temple, he took the child Jesus in his arms and gave thanks to God and said, “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word: For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared before the face of all people.” (Luke 2:29-31) There was also a very old prophetess, a widow named Anna. She never left the temple day and night; she worshipped God. That very same hour, she arrived and gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were waiting for God to set Jerusalem free (Luke 2:38). Christ, through His Incarnation and His coming as man, restored our nature and our rank. The greatness of what the Lord did by His coming, His Incarnation and His Nativity, can be shown through the hymn which the angels sang the moment the Lord Jesus was born: “Glory be to God in the highest, and on earth peace; good will toward men.” (Luke 2:14)
III. Glory be to God in the Highest 
Through Nativity, man could share the angels in glorifying God. All heavenly and earthly creatures gathered to bow to Jesus and glorify Him. This is what the Church says in her prayers: “We worship You, O Christ, with Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come and saved us.”
A. And on earth peace 
In the prophecy of Isaiah, the Lord Jesus was called “the prince of peace,” and the peace He sent on earth is a spiritual peace that helps man overcome sin, since sin drives peace away. He gave us His peace by saying, “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you; not as the world gives do I give unto you.” The Lord reconciled the heavenly with the earthly and reconciled the soul with the flesh. In this way, the Church has become the Kingdom of true peace on earth. 

B. Good will toward men 
True happiness and good will result from a strong relationship between God and man; it gives man true joy because it is the work of the Holy Spirit in the believer. That is why the Church in her prayers says, “Fill our hearts with joy and gladness. Fill our hearts with joy and gladness so that we may develop in every good deed and should be satisfied with the bare necessity.” 

Conclusion: 

Let us sing praise with St. Mary as she says, “For He who is mighty has done great things for me, and Holy is His name. And His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation.” (Luke 1:49-50) 

Applications: 

· Read the good news that the angel brought to the shepherds (Luke 2:8-14) and draw the scene. 

· Make a Nativity cavern, showing the Nativity events. Invite your friends, explain these events to them and sing together the Nativity hymns. 

· Let your children see the Nativity film and make spiritual comments on it. 

· The following prayer should be recited daily this week: “O Lord, who was born in poverty for me, grant me that I devote all my life to You. You who saved me through Your Incarnation, grant me that I give You myself and my whole life. You who gave me Your peace, let me be a messenger of peace among all people.” 



(
1. The Virgin was from the same tribe as Joseph because the law forbade marriage outside one’s tribe. Therefore what applies to Joseph in terms of ancestral history also applies to the Virgin. Joseph was from the house of David and his tribe, and he did not take a wife from another tribe. Some may suspect that Joseph might have broken the law; hence, the Evangelist witnessed before saying this that Joseph was a righteous man. [St. John Chrysostom]
2. Do not question how this Body developed in the Virgin, for when nature does something, we fail to understand it; how then can we understand a miracle done by the Holy Spirit. [St. John Chrysostom]
3. God wanted His name to be recorded among men in the census, so that their names might be recorded with His in the Book of Life. “And He was numbered with the transgressors.” Is. 53:12

4. The word “firstborn” does not mean that He had other brothers but that no one was born before Him.

a) In Moses’ law, the firstborn was dedicated as an offering to the Lord.
b) Christ is our Firstborn; everyone who imitates Him is saved by Him. We are His brothers, and He is our Firstborn.
5. God found man at the level of animals; thus, He placed Himself as food for animals in a manger.
a) “Though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you, through His poverty, might become rich.” I Cor. 8:9
b) All humans have a place to live in, but God didn’t have a place to be born in.
6. Earth received its Creator with a strange silence, but it was not possible for heaven to remain silent.
7. Christ became man like us but without our futile inclinations toward sin.
8. Look at the manger Child as a Rich, Redeeming, Mighty, Saving, Great God.
a) Symbolisms in Christ’s Birth:
1. The sheep represent the nations.
2. The night represents the world.
3. The shepherds represent the priests.

b) God didn’t appear to the Scribes or the Pharisees, nor did He enter the Jewish Temple but appeared to shepherds watching over their flock at night.

c) The watching shepherds became friends to the heavenly guards.

9. There was a dire need for “peace on earth,” which was not granted to every man but only to those with “goodwill.”

· This angelic song is sung by the Church in the Morning Prayer everyday.

10. If “Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart,” why do you wish to understand it and not remain silent?

11. The star appeared to open the way for the Gentiles, reprimanding those who were considered His people with strangers. For the Jews were continually listening to the prophets declare His coming but did not accept it; the Magi came from far away, seeking the King, in order to declare to the Jews what they refused from the prophets. And what God did with the Magi He also did with the people of Nineveh, the Samaritan woman, the Canaanite woman, etc. For this reason He said that the people of Nineveh would rise and condemn that generation, and the Queen of the South would rise and judge them; for these believed with little signs, but they did not believe even with greater ones. [St. John Chrysostom]
12. It was the duty of the Jews to worship with the Magi and glorify their God, but instead, they were troubled and apprehensive; Herod called the Magi to inquire about the time the star appeared in order to kill the Newborn. [St. John Chrysostom]

13. Our goal is to follow the Magi to see Christ, for if they had not left their far-away country, they would not be able to see Him. Our goal is to depart far away from the works of this world, even if those who see us are troubled, or if the kings of this world prevent us, or if people try to block our way; we should not give up on our desire to see Him but face all opposing difficulties. [St. John Chrysostom]


The Birth of Jesus Christ(
Reference:        Luke 2:1-20 and Matthew 1:18-25, 2:1-12 

Golden Verse: 

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!"  Luke 2:14 

"And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth."  John 1:14
Lesson Goals: 

1. Our joy for the birth of Jesus Christ 

2. Introduction about the incarnation of the Son of God 

Lesson Notes: 

1. The significance of Incarnation: why did the Son of God take flesh and become man? 

a) For salvation - the penalty of sin is death, and the death of man satisfies God's justice.  The Son of God became man to die for all of us. 

b) For God's love 

c) To give us an example on how to live with God.  He taught us love, prayer, fasting, . . . 

2. What was the result of the Incarnation? 

· Conciliation between heaven and earth; a lot of angels started to appear on earth
3. Why Bethlehem? 

a) To satisfy the prophecies (Micah 5:2 and Matthew 2:5,6) 

b) It is the city of David. Jesus is the son of David. 

c) Bethlehem means "house of bread." Jesus is the Bread of life. 

d) To show us His humility: "There was no room for them in the inn." 

4. The announcement to the shepherds: 

a) The announcement of the birth of Christ to the Jews 

b) Simple people 

c) Were awake at night - ready 

d) Given to them by the angels 

e) A message of joy 

5. The announcement to the wise men: 

a) The announcement of the birth of Christ to the gentiles 

b) Jesus came for the salvation of the whole world. 

c) They were philosophers and priests.
d) The star is the language that they understand. 

e) Forced the priests in Jerusalem to go back to their books 

f) Their gifts: 
1. Gold -  for the Kingdom of Christ 

2. Frankincense - for His priesthood 

3. Myrrh - for His suffering 

g) We should notice that the angels did not appear to them until they accepted God and worshipped Him. 
 
The Incarnation of the Word(
Lesson aims: 
(1) To build an understand of what were some of the aims of the Incarnation of our Lord and God Jesus Christ
(2) To identify the qualities of the required Redeemer
Lesson notes:

· The Incarnation of the Word, Saint Athanasius the Apostolic

· “Incarnation” comes from the verb “to incarnate” which means to take flesh

· What were some of the aims of the Incarnation, why did our Lord and God become incarnate?
· Through the Incarnation, we have known God.
· In the beginning God gave man knowledge of Himself by forming man in His image, by allowing man to share of what was His.
· For why would God have made man at all if he was not going to know Him in an intimate way?
· Foreseeing man’s forgetfulness, God provided also the works of creation to remind man of Him; God further provided the prophets and ordained a law.
· What then, what more was God to do but to renew His Image in mankind so that through it men might once more come to know Him?
· By seeing the works of His Body, by seeing God walking in the flesh, men might receive an idea of the knowledge of the Father.
· Through the Incarnation, redemption was fulfilled.
· “Redemption” comes from the verb “to redeem” which means to buy back or to change back.
· Once Adam and Zoey ate from the tree, God had three alternatives to deal with their disobedience:
· God could have carried out His word and put an end to the human race and to everything else in accordance with His admonition, “but in the day you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:17) But then God would be defeated before Satan. Knowing that He was going to be defeated, why would God have created man in the first place?
· God could have simply forgiven man for his sin out of the abundance of His mercy and love. But where is God’s fairness and justice? Such an act would make God a liar. The problem was twofold:
· Man had disobeyed God’s commandment.
· Problem could be cured by means of God’s forgiveness.
· Through man’s disobedience, he became corrupted; when sin entered into man’s life, corruption and degeneration became part of human nature thereby making it susceptible to continued corruption and degeneration, an on-going problem.
· Problem could only be cured by regenerating and sanctifying human nature.
· What good would it have been if God merely forgave us for our past sin without renewing and sanctifying our nature, so that through His grace and power our nature would rise above sin?
· God could have sent a redeemer to return man to his first state.
· Sentence of death would be executed in the Redeemer thereby fulfilling God’s word.
· Man would receive forgiveness.
· Man would be sanctified.
· Qualities of the required Redeemer
· Must be a human being
· It was man who fell, thus the redeemer must represent the human race in receiving the punishment.
· Must die
· To fulfill God’s word, “But in the day you eat of it you shall surely die” (Genesis 2:17); furthermore, the wages of sin is death. (Romans 6:23)
· Must be infinite
· To repay our endless debt—the sins of yesterday, today, and tomorrow
· Must be without sin
· How could he save us if he himself was a sinner?
· Must be the creator
· Redeemer is not just forgiving but regenerating human nature by the Holy Spirit; He took what is ours and gave us what is His

NAME: ____________________________ 
first                                                 last                                 .
The Birth of Jesus Christ

Read: Matthew 1:18 - 2:12
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Verse to memorize: 

	Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people.

Luke 2:10


1. Which verse shows Joseph as a just man?  ___
2. What does the word "Immanuel" mean? __________________________ 

3. Why was Jesus Christ born in Bethlehem? 
a) Because it is the city of king David 
b) Bethlehem means house of bread 
c) To show His humility 
d) To fulfill the prophesies 
e) All of the above 

4. The prophecy mentioned in Matt. 1:23 was said by 

      a) Micah         b) Hosea         c) Isaiah         d) Jeremiah 

5. Why would King Herod be troubled about the birth of a new King? 
6. When did the angels appear to the Magi? 
a) When they reached Jerusalem

b) After they saw Christ and worshipped Him

c) As they were following the star

d) When they told Herod about a newborn King

7. Match the following subjects with what they represent: 

	Magi
	Christ's Priesthood

	Shepherds
	Christ's suffering

	Myrrh
	Gentiles

	Gold
	Jews

	Frankincense
	Christ's Kingdom


( References Used:


The Gospel According to Luke (Patristic Commentary), by Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Sporting – Alexandria, Egypt, 1990


Myamer for the Feasts of Nativity, Epiphany, and Resurrection, by the monks of El-Sorian Monastery, The Monastery of El-Sorian, Wadi El-Natroun - Egypt, Second Printing, April 1998.
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