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The Ark of Covenant
Objective: 
· To know the contents of the Holy of Holies 

· To understand the meaning and the function of the Ark of Covenant 

· To know some of the history and movements of the Ark. 

Memory Verse: 
“And there, I will meet with you and I will speak with you from above the mercy seat.” (Exodus 25:22) 
Introduction: 

The Holy of Holies was the most sacred part of the tent of meeting. It was separated from the Holy with a curtain. It contained the Ark of Covenant only. The high priest was the only person allowed to enter the Holy of Holies once a year to spray the blood of the sacrifice on the Ark for the forgiveness of the sins of the people. This was a symbol of our Lord’s only Sacrifice for us. 

Lesson Outline: 

I. The Ark of Covenant 
The Ark of Covenant was the most sacred object in the tabernacle. It symbolized God’s presence and His Covenant with Israel. It was made of acacia wood that was covered with gold from within and without. It contained: 
1. The two tablets of stone showing the Ten Commandments written on them with the finger of God. These were a symbol of the word of God. 

2. The manna as a symbol of the Bread of life. 

3. The rod of Aaron as a symbol of St. Mary’s perpetual virginity. 

The Ark was covered with the mercy seat, which was made of pure gold and on top of it the two cherubim with extended wings. The wings of each cherub touched the wings of the other one, and they covered the mercy seat. This is where the voice of God was heard, speaking to Moses. It was the throne of God in the tabernacle of meeting. 

The Ark of Covenant guided the Israelites in the wilderness to the Promised Land. It was usually carried by the Levites on two wooden sticks covered with gold. No human being was allowed to touch the Ark, or he would die. 

II. The History of the Ark of Covenant and its Trips 
Moses put the two tablets of stone in the Ark and placed it in the middle of the Holy of Holies. Then, the cloud of the Lord filled the place. After 7 weeks, the cloud lifted and the Israelites started moving again. Whenever the cloud appeared in the morning and the column of fire at night, they settled down and whenever it lifted, they stared moving. The Ark led them when they left mount Sinai, crossed the Jordan River and when they went around Jericho (Joshua 6:1-20). 

The Israelites wanted to use the Ark to defeat the Palestinians without instructions from God (1 Samuel 4:4). So, they were defeated and the Ark was taken from them (1 Samuel 4:3). When the Ark was placed in the temple of Dagon, the idol collapsed (1 Samuel 5:2-7). It was then moved to Gath, where the men of Gath were struck by a strange disease (1 Samuel 5:8, 9). Then the Ark was moved briefly to Ekron and finally returned to the Hebrews in Beth Shemesh, led by two milk cows (1 Samuel 6:13-16). The Ark then was taken to Kirjath Jearim, at the house of Abinadab, where it stayed for many years (1 Samuel 7:1,2). Finally it was taken to Jerusalem in David’s time (2 Samuel 6). Subsequently, Solomon built the permanent temple of God in Jerusalem and placed the Ark of Covenant in it. It disappeared after the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians. 

· Where was the Ark of Covenant in the tent of meeting? 

· What was placed inside the Ark of Covenant? 

· Describe the mercy seat? Why is it important? 

· Who brought the Ark of Covenant to Jerusalem? 

III. The Importance of Studying the Tabernacle of Meeting 
· It is an example of heavenly Jerusalem (Revelation 5:15) 

· It is an example of the incarnation of Christ (John 1:14) 

· The tent was mobile to lead the people in the wilderness as Jesus Christ traveled from one place to another performing miracles and leading people to salvation. 

· The outer appearance of the tent of meeting was humble as it was covered with the skin of goats, but the inside was made of gold. This is similar to our Lord Jesus Christ who was humble in appearance, but He was the Holy Divine God (Isaiah 53:2-3). 

· The tent of meeting was the place where God met with His people. 

Conclusion: 

If God requested to have a meeting place with us on earth, wouldn’t we seek to meet with Him too in prayers and meditations? May our hearts be Ark of Covenants to the Lord that He may dwell in them. 

Applications: 

· Ask the students to do an Internet search about the Ark of Covenant and where it could be now.
· Compare the building of the church to the structure of the tabernacle of meeting and identify the differences. 




Exodus 25

	1
	And Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying,

	2
	Speak unto the children of Israel, that they take for me an offering: of every man whose heart maketh him willing ye shall take my offering.

	3
	And this is the offering which ye shall take of them: gold, and silver, and brass,

	4
	and blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats` [hair],

	5
	and rams` skins dyed red, and sealskins, and acacia wood,

	6
	oil for the light, spices for the anointing oil, and for the sweet incense,

	7
	onyx stones, and stones to be set, for the ephod, and for the breastplate.

	8
	And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.

	9
	According to all that I show thee, the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the furniture thereof, even so shall ye make it.

	10
	And they shall make an Ark of acacia wood: two cubits and a half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the height thereof.

	11
	And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, within and without shalt thou overlay it, and shalt make upon it a crown of gold round about.

	12
	And thou shalt cast four rings of gold for it, and put them in the four feet thereof; and two rings shall be on the one side of it, and two rings on the other side of it.

	13
	And thou shalt make staves of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold.

	14
	And thou shalt put the staves into the rings on the sides of the Ark, wherewith to bear the Ark.

	15
	The staves shall be in the rings of the Ark: they shall not be taken from it.

	16
	And thou shalt put into the Ark the testimony which I shall give thee.

	17
	And thou shalt make a mercy-seat of pure gold: two cubits and a half [shall be] the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof.

	18
	And thou shalt make two cherubim of gold; of beaten work shalt thou make them, at the two ends of the mercy-seat.

	19
	And make one cherub at the one end, and one cherub at the other end: of one piece with the mercy-seat shall ye make the cherubim on the two ends thereof.

	20
	And the cherubim shall spread out their wings on high, covering the mercy-seat with their wings, with their faces one to another; toward the mercy-seat shall the faces of the cherubim be.

	21
	And thou shalt put the mercy-seat above upon the Ark; and in the Ark thou shalt put the testimony that I shall give thee.

	22
	And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy-seat, from between the two cherubim which are upon the Ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel.





1. (St. Gregory the Great) What is symbolized by the ark but holy Church? The orders are that it is to be provided with four rings of gold in the four corners – obviously because, being extended to the four parts of the world, it is declared to be equipped with the four books of the holy Gospels. And staves of Shittim wood are made and inserted into these rings for carrying, because strong and persevering teachers, like incorruptible timbers, are to be sought out, who, always adhering to the instructions of the sacred volumes, proclaim the unity of holy Church, and, as it were, carry the ark, by their being let into the rings. Indeed, to carry the ark with staves is to bring holy Church through preaching to the untutored minds of unbelievers. Furthermore, they are ordered to be overlaid with gold, that when the sound of their preaching goes forth to others, they may themselves shine in the splendor of their way of life.
2. (Origen) The cherubim are described as golden because they are by interpretation the plentitude of knowledge. And it is commanded also that a candlestick of solid gold should be put in the tabernacle of the testimony; and that, it seems to us, is a type of the natural law in which the light of knowledge is contained.
3. (St. Gregory the Great) The word cherubim mean “fullness of knowledge.” What do the two cherubim signify but the two Testaments? And what does the mercy seat prefigure but the Lord become a man?
4. (St. Isaac of Nineveh) The high priest entered the inner sanctuary, and while he lay prostrate on his face, the utterances of God were audible from within that plate which was over the ark, by means of an awesome and ineffable revelation. It is the same with all the revelations and visions which have come to the saints: they have all occurred at the time of prayer.


Excerpts from the Sunday Theotokia

· You are called righteous, O blessed one, among women, the Second Tabernacle
· Which is called, the Holy of Holies, wherein are the tablets, of the covenant.

· Whereupon is, the Ten Commandments, these which are written, by the finger of God.

· They have directed us, to the Iota, the Name of Salvation, of Jesus Christ.

· Who was incarnate, of you without change, and became the Mediator, of a New Covenant.

· They likened it to you, O Virgin Mary, the true Tabernacle, wherein dwelt God.

[2]

· The Ark overlaid, roundabout with gold, that was made, with wood that would not decay.

· It foretold the sign, of God the Word, who became man, without separation.

· One nature out of two, a Holy Divinity, co-essential with the Father, and incorruptible.

· And they made an ark, of wood that would not decay, overlaid with gold, within and without.
· You too O Mary, are clothed with the glory, of the Divinity, within and without.

· For you have brought, unto God your Son, many people, through your purity.

[3]

· The Mercy Seat, was overshadowed by, the forged Cherubim, from all sides.

· Was a symbol of God the Word, Who was incarnate, of you without change, O undefiled.

· The two golden Cherubim, continually covered, with their wings, the Mercy Seat.

· Overshadowing, the place of the Holy, of the Holies, in the Second Tabernacle.

· You too O Mary, thousands of thousands, and myriads of myriads, overshadow you.

[4]

· You are the pot, made of pure gold, wherein was hidden, the True Manna.
· The Bread of Life, which came down from heaven, and gave life, unto the world.
· It befits you, to be called, the Golden pot, where the manna was hidden.
· For that was kept, in the Tabernacle, as a testimony, to the children of Israel.
· You too O Mary, have carried in your womb, the Rational Manna, that came from the Father.
· You bore Him without blemish, He gave unto us, His Honored Body and Blood, and we lived forever.
[5]

· You are the lampstand, made of pure gold, carrying, the ever-burning lamp.

· That is the unapproachable, Light of the world, that proceeds from, the unapproachable light.

· By His appearing, He gave light to us, we who sit in the darkness, and in the shadow of death.

· And He guided our feet, in the path of peace, through the communion, of His holy Sacraments.

· All the ranks on high, cannot resemble you, O golden lampstand, that carries the True Light.

· That was made of, pure and elect gold, and was placed in, the Tabernacle.

· That was made, by the hands of men, who brought oil for its lamps, by day and by night.

· He Who dwells in your womb, O Virgin Mary, gives light to every man, who comes into the world.

[6]

· You are the censer, made of pure gold, carrying the Blessed, and Live coal.
· That is taken, from the altar, to purge the sins, and take away iniquities.

· This is God the Word, Who took flesh from you, and offered Himself as incense, to God His Father.

· Wherefore truly, I do not err, whenever I call you, the golden censer.

· For therein, is offered, the choice incense, before the Holies.

· Wherein God takes away, the sins of the people, through the burnt offerings, and the aroma of incense.

· He Who offered Himself, as an acceptable Sacrifice, upon the Cross, for the salvation of our race.

[7]

· The rod of Aaron, which blossomed, without planting or watering, resembles you.

· O who gave birth to Christ, our True God, without the seed of man, and remained a virgin.

· You are called righteous, O Saint Mary, the Second Tabernacle, belonging to the Holies.

· Wherein is placed, the rod of Aaron, and the holy flower, of the incense.

· You are filled with purity, within and without, O pure Tabernacle, the dwelling of the saints.

· You are truly exalted, more than the rod, of Aaron, O full of grace.

· What is the rod, but Mary, for it is the symbol, of her virginity.
· She conceived and gave birth, without a man, to the Son of the Highest, the Word Himself.

· You are called, O Virgin Mary, the holy Flower, of the incense.

· Which came out, and blossomed, from the roots of the patriarchs, and the prophets.

· Like the rod, of Aaron the Priest, which blossomed, and brought forth fruit.

· For you gave birth to, the World without the seed of man, and her virginity, was not corrupted.

[13]

· A true tabernacle, is Mary the Virgin, placed in its midst, the true testimonies.

· The undefiled Ark, overlaid roundabout with gold, and the Mercy Seat, of the Cherubim.

· The golden vessel, where the manna was hidden, behold the Word of the Father, came and took flesh from you.

· The golden lampstand, carrying the True Light, who is the unapproachable, Light of the world.

· The golden censer, carrying the live coal, and the chosen incense, with a rich aroma.

· The rod of Aaron, that blossomed, and the holy flower, of the incense.

· All these together, direct us to, the miraculous Birth, O Virgin Mary.

· You decorated our souls, O Moses the prophet, by the honor of the Tabernacle, which you have adorned.

· The first Tabernacle, which Moses had made, was the place of the forgiveness, for the children of Israel.

· Through Mary, the daughter of Joachim, we learned of the True Sacrifice, for the forgiveness of sin.

[15]

· Who can speak of, the honor of the Tabernacle, which was decorated, by the prophet.

· When the chosen scholars, of the Holy Books, saw it, they were greatly amazed.
· They though, with their bright minds, and explained it, through the Holy Books.

· They called Mary, the daughter of Joachim, the true tabernacle, of the Lord of Hosts.

· They likened the Ark, to the Virgin, and its chosen gold, to her purity.

· They likened the Mercy Seat, to the Virgin, and the Cherubim of glory, overshadowing her.

· They likened the golden pot, to the Virgin, and the measure of manna, to our Savior.

· They likened the golden Candle-stand, to the Church, and the seven lamps, to her seven orders.

· They likened the golden Censer, to the Virgin, and its aloes, to Emmanuel.

· The likened the flower of incense, to Mary the Queen, and the chosen incense, to her virginity.

· They likened the rod of Aaron, to the wood of the cross, which my Lord was crucified upon, in order to save us.

· They likened the golden table, to the altar, and the oblation bread, to the Body of the Lord.

· They likened the high priest, to our Savior, the true sacrifice, for the forgiveness of sins.

· He Who offered Himself, as an acceptable Sacrifice, upon the Cross, for the salvation of our race.

NAME: ___________________________________

                        
                     first
                          last               .    

The Ark of Covenant
Read: Exodus 25:1-22
Memorize:
	And there, I will meet with you and I will speak with you from above the mercy seat.

Exodus 25:8


1. The Tabernacle of Meeting represented

a. The Church

b. Heavenly Jerusalem

c. The Incarnation of Christ

d. God’s meeting place with His people

e. All the above

2. Where was the Ark of Covenant placed in the Tabernacle? ___________________________
3. [image: image1.jpg]


What was placed inside the Ark of the Covenant?

a. _____________________

b. _____________________

c. _____________________

4. Describe the mercy seat? Why was it important?

5. The following articles in the Tabernacle represented St. Mary:

a. The ______ of Covenant, carrying the word of God

b. The Mercy __________ on which God appeared

c. The _________ of manna

d. The golden ___________carrying light

e. The golden ___________ carrying live coal

f. The ________ of Aaron that blossomed without planting or watering
g. The ________ of incense, giving off a pleasant aroma

h. The golden ____________________ carrying the oblation bread

6. The Ark was made of ___________ that would not decay and overlaid with _________ within and without.  _______________ is also clothed with the glory of _____________ within and without.

7. “They likened the golden _________ to the Virgin and the measure of manna to our _______________.” (From the Holy Psalmody)
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