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The Virgin’s Feast: The Miracle of the Church in Atreeb 
Objective 

· Honoring St. Mary, the Mother of God. 

Memory Verse 

“For behold henceforth all generations shall call me blessed” (Luke 1:48) 

References 

· “Forty miracles of the Virgin: The third miracle,” Page 15 

Introduction 

· What is the meaning of intercession? 

· Can you think of a story in the Bible where St. Mary’s intercession to the Lord Jesus was answered? 

Lesson Outlines 

During the reign of Haroun Al Rasheed, a harsh ruler governed Egypt; he persecuted Christians and destroyed their churches. His assistants went on destroying the churches till they came to the City of Atreeb, near Banha (a city in Egypt). There was a church in that city bearing the name of the Virgin. It was a big splendid building. Its pillars were made of marble covered with gold. The priest felt that they had come to destroy the church. He went inside the church and prayed with tears. He interceded with the Mother of Light, the owner of the church. He went out to meet the prince. He showed him the church, the precious things inside it and the Icon of the Virgin. He said to the prince, “Give me three days till I bring you a decree from the Caliph not to destroy this church.” 

The prince laughed and said, “The Caliph is in Baghdad and there is a long distance between us that takes no less than two months. How do you say that the decree will come after three days? This is not logical.” The priest said, “I am sure, and I’ll pay the cost of your stay and the costs of those with you.” He gave him 300 dinariis. The prince took the money and said, “This church must be destroyed.” And the priest said, “I am sure that the Virgin Mary can prevent you from destroying her church, and she will defend her church.” The priest knelt before the Icon and prayed, “Save us O Virgin... Forgive us... interceded to your Son for us... help us... Don’t allow them to destroy your church.” He did not taste food. The Lady Virgin spoke from her Icon, “I am the Virgin. I’ll help you. Do not be afraid of the prince; his master will order him not to destroy this church.” 

· What is the name of the Caliph? 

· How were the Christians persecuted? 

· What did the priest do when the Caliph’s assistants drew near the church? 

· What do you usually do when you are in trouble? 

While the priest was praying, it was night and the Caliph was asleep in Baghdad. The Caliph saw a bright, divine light. He got up in horror. He saw the Virgin, the Mother of God. He was disturbed; he said, “Who are you?” She said, “I am Mary, the Mother of Jesus whose churches you destroy. How do you sleep in comfort while all the Christians are suffering? I am the Virgin, the Mother of God. Repent, otherwise you will suffer unbearable pains.” 

The Caliph shook with horror and said, “I am ready to do what you want; do not hurt me, please.” She said to him, “Now write a decree in your own handwriting, stamp it with your seal and send it to your assistants in Atreeb. Give an order that your soldiers stop destroying the churches and attacking Christians.” The Caliph said to her, “How can this letter arrive to Egypt today? It is impossible by land or by sea.” She said to him, “Just write the decree, and with the help of God it will reach the prince before he gets up early in the morning.” 

The Caliph was afraid. He wrote the letter, “I am the Caliph Haroun Al Rasheed. Come here soon. Do not destroy the churches of the Christian.” He stamped the letter and wondered what would happen. Behold, a bird with a big beak came and snatched the letter from his hand and flew quickly. The Virgin at that moment disappeared. After a short time, the bird was in Atreeb. It came to where the prince was sitting and threw the letter to him and flew away. 

The prince opened the letter. He was surprised. The letter was from Haroun Al Rasheed, ordering him to go to him soon. He read it three times. He examined the stamp and the handwriting. “It is from Haroun Al Rasheed no doubt.” He wondered. He sent for the priest. He asked him, “Tell me, what have you done?” The priest said joyfully, “The Mother of Light facilitates everything for us.” He told him how he prayed before the Icon. The prince was surprised. He received faith and believed in the Lord Christ. He entered the church and kissed the Icon and requested from the Virgin to guard him during his travel and listen to him. The prince gave the 300 dinariis back to the priest and gave him l00 dinariis more. He left the churches and went to Baghdad. He met the Caliph. He found him perplexed. He saluted him and then said, “Your majesty, a letter came to us from you. Is this true?” 

The Caliph said, “It is I who sent the letter. Tell me what happened.” The prince told the Caliph all that he saw, all that happened and the story of the priest, the letter and the bird. The Caliph said, “We will build a church for the Christians after the name of the Lady Virgin, the Mother of Light, to help me in my life and deliver me.” They built a splendid church and put many precious things in it. They also put the Virgin’s Icon in it. The persecuted Christians gathered there and prayed and were happy. Thus, thanks for the intercession of the Virgin, Christianity won victory and the banner of the cross rose high and the counsel of the stubborn was corrupted. May her Intercession be with us and guard us all. Amen. 

Conclusion 

· Ask the intercession of St. Mary, who is sincere to the human race, to intercede for us before her Son Jesus Christ that He may have mercy on us and forgive us our sins, guard us, make us firm in faith till the last breath. Amen. 

Applications 

· If possible, let the children act the dialogue that ran between the priest and the prince, the Lady Virgin and the Caliph, the Caliph and the prince. 

· You can put candles before the Icon of the Virgin and make a glorification. 

· The picture of Virgin Mary is suitable for this topic and pictures should be distributed. 

· Ask the children to relate this miracle to their families. Ask them to pray for her intercession, put her picture in their rooms and put a lamp in front of the Icon. 



The Miracle of the Church in Atreeb(
Select Actors:    Narrator (best reader), Virgin Mary, Priest, Caliph, Prince, & bird.
Objects needed:    Icon of Virgin Mary, money bag, and letter.

Act I 
(Virgin Mary, Priest, & Prince)
Narrator:    During the reign of Haroun Al-Rasheed, a harsh ruler governed Egypt.  He persecuted Christians and destroyed their Churches.  His assistants continued to destroy Churches until they came to the City of Atreeb, near Benha.  There was a Church in that city bearing the name of Virgin Mary.  It was a big beautiful building; its pillars were made of marble covered with gold.
    Its priest felt that they had come to destroy the Church.  He went inside the Church and prayed with tears.

Priest:    (praying toward the Icon of the Virgin) 

Prince:    "Show us your Church immediately; we have an order from the Caliph to take it with everything in it."
Priest:    (showing the Church) "Give me three days, and I'll bring you a decree from the Caliph that this Church should not be destroyed."

Prince:    (laughing) "The Caliph is in Baghdad; it takes at least two months to reach him.  How can you get a decree from him in three days?"
Priest:    "I am sure that Virgin Mary can stop you from destroying her Church; she will defend it.  (giving money to the prince) Here are 300 dinars to pay for the cost of your stay with those who are with you.  Please wait for three days."

Prince:    (taking the money) "I will wait for three days, but the Church must be dismantled."
Priest:    (prays hard toward the Virgin's Icon) "Save us O Virgin . . . Forgive us . . . Intercede to your Son for us . . . Help us . . . Don't allow them to destroy your Church."

Narrator:    The priest did not taste any food.

Virgin Mary:    "I am the Virgin . . . I’ll help you . . . Do not be afraid of the prince . . . His master will order Him not to destroy this church."
Act II
(Virgin Mary & Caliph)
Narrator:    While the priest was praying, it was night and the Caliph was asleep in Baghdad.  He saw a very bright light and got up in horror.

Caliph:    "Who are you?!!"
Virgin Mary:    "I'm Mary, the Mother of Jesus Whose churches you are destroying.  How can you sleep in comfort while all Christians are suffering?  I am the Virgin, the Mother of God.  Repent, otherwise you will suffer unbearable pain."
Caliph:    (shakes in horror) "I'm ready to do what you want.  Please do not hurt me!"
Virgin Mary:    "Now, write a decree in your handwriting, stamp it with your seal and send it to your assistant in Atreeb.  Give an order that your soldiers stop destroying churches and attacking Christians."
Caliph:    "How can this letter arrive in Egypt today?  It is impossible by land or by sea."
Virgin Mary:    "Just write the decree, and with the help of God it will reach the Prince before he gets up this morning."
Caliph:    (writing the letter in fear) "I am the Caliph Haroun Al-Rasheed . . . Come here at once . . . Do not destroy the churches of the Christians."
Act III
(Priest, Prince, & bird)
Narrator:    After he stamped the letter, a big bird with a big beak came and snatched the letter and flew off quickly.  The Virgin disappeared.  After a short time, the bird was in Atreeb; it came to where the prince was sitting, threw the letter to him and flew away.

Prince:    "This letter is from Haroun Al-Rasheed.  It's ordering me to go to him quickly?!" (He reads it three times and examines the stamp and handwriting) "It's from Haroun Al-Rasheed no doubt."
Narrator:    The prince sends for the priest.

Prince:    "I received a letter from Haroun Al_Rasheed.  Tell me, what have you done?"
Priest:    "The Mother of Light facilitates everything for us.  I prayed to her and she answered my prayers."

Narrator:    The prince believed in the Lord Christ.  He entered the church and kissed the Icon, requesting from the Virgin to guard him during his travel.  He gave the 300 dinars back to the priest and gave him 100 dinars more.

Act IV
(Caliph & Prince)
Narrator:    The prince reaches Baghdad and meets the Caliph.  He finds him confused.

Prince:    "Your Majesty, a letter came to us from you . . . Is this right?"
Caliph:    "It was I who sent it.  Tell me what happened."
Narrator:    The Prince told the Caliph everything that happened with the priest, the letter, and the bird.

Caliph:    "We will build a church for the Christians after the name of the Lady Virgin, the Mother of Light, to help me in my life and deliver me."
Narrator:    They built the beautiful Church and put many expensive objects in it, including the Icon of the Virgin.  The persecuted Christians gathered in it and were happy, thanks to the Intercession of Virgin Mary.

The End


SAINT MARY

THE MOTHER OF GOD(

If Jesus called us His brothers, then Jesus' mother is our mother “That He might be the firstborn among many brothers.”

No other personality from the New or the Old Testament has been venerated like Mary. She has been raised in status above the Cherubim and the Seraphim, for she has said through the Holy Spirit, "Behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed. For He who is mighty has done great things for me, and Holy is His name." (Luke 1:48-49) 

We supplicate you, our loving mother, to pray for us, sinners, at this hour, and at the hour of our death. 

Saint Mary, the Virgin, is the Mother of God; Theotokos (Luke 1:43). She was of the seed of David (Rom  3:1); the bride-to-be of Joseph (Matt 1:18-25); kinswoman of Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist (Luke 1:36); attended to the ceremonial purification (Luke 2: 22-38); fled to Egypt with Joseph and Jesus (Matt 2:13-15); lived in Nazareth (Matt 2:19-23); took twelve-year-old Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem (Luke 2:41-50); at the wedding in Cana of Galilee (John 2:1-11); concerned about Jesus’ safety (Matt  12-46; Mark 3:21,31ff; Luke 8:19-21); at the cross, where she was entrusted by Lord Jesus to the care of John the Evangelist (John 19:25-27); in the Upper Room with the disciples when the Holy Spirit came down upon them (Acts 1:14).
The childhood of Mary: 


Mary's parents, Joachim and Anna, were righteous in front of God. They prayed earnestly, asking God to grant them a child. Six years after they were married, they had Mary and knew that she was a special gift from God. They gave her the name MARY which means "Royal Incense" because she would become a special offering to God. Mary was horn in Jerusalem, most probably near the Pool of Bethesda close to the gate still called Bab Sitt Maryam. 

When Mary was three years old, Joachim and Anna took her to the temple and dedicated their child to God. She spent nine years in the temple. When Mary was twelve years old, Zachariah the priest wanted to find a suitable man who could take care of her. He gathered the canes of her male relatives and put them in the temple. The next day, the cane of Joseph the carpenter budded, just like Aaron's rod in the Old Testament (Numbers 17:8). So Mary and Joseph became engaged. 

For thirty years before her Son appeared to Israel, Mary lived the outward life of any other Jewish woman among the common people. We Christians always feel that ordinary language is inadequate to describe her perfection; these and many other expressions help us glorify the Mother of God but somewhat tend to make us forget the wife of Joseph the carpenter. The Mother of all Living was also a peasant-woman; her hands were scored with labor, her bare feet dusty, not with perfumed powder but with the hard stinging grit of Nazareth, of the tracks which led to the well, to the olive-gardens, to the synagogue, to the cliff where they wished to cast Our Lord, Her Only Son. After thirty years, those feet were still tired and dusty but now from following Her Divine Son from afar in His public life, from the rejoicing of the wedding feast at Cana to His dereliction and her agony on Mount Calvary. 

"Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with a Child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not he afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins." (Matt 1: 18-21) 

Our Church, inspired by the Holy Spirit, venerates St. Mary more than any other personality in the Bible because God took flesh from her. Therefore, she became like a second heaven, or a dwelling place for God. In the Sunday Theotokia, the following is said of Mary: 
1- You became a second heaven on earth, O Mother of God, for of you the Sun of Righteousness did shine upon us.

2- The true Tabernacle where God dwelt
3- The Holy of Holies that contains the Tables of the Covenant and the Ten Commandments written by the finger of God
4- The Holy City of the Great King
5- The Ark made of Shittim wood, overlaid round about with gold; you too, O Virgin Mary, are clothed with glory within and without
6- The Mercy Seat, overshadowed by the Cherubim beaten out of gold
7- You are the Pot made of pure gold, wherein was kept the True Manna, The Bread of Life which came down from heaven and gave life to the whole world. 
8- You too, O Mary, has conceived in your womb the rational Manna, which came from the Father, and you have born Him without blemish. 
9- You are the Candlestick made of pure gold, carrying the Lamp of Ever-Giving light, the unapproachable Light of the world out of the Light Unapproachable. By His manifestation, He gave light to us, who were sitting in darkness and the shadow of death. 
10- You are the Censer made of pure gold, carrying the blessed Live Coal, which is taken from the Altar to purge the sins and take away the iniquities; which is God who was incarnate of you and offered Himself to the Father as Incense. You too, O Mary, has conceived in your womb the Invisible Logos of the Father, who offered Himself as a Sacrifice upon the cross for the salvation of our race. 
11- The Fiery Bush: "And the Angel of the Lord appeared unto him (Moses) in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush; and he looked and behold, the bush burned with tire, and the bush was not consumed." (Exodus 3:2) 
12- Aaron's Rod: "Moses went into the tabernacle of witness and behold, the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi was budded and brought forth buds and bloomed blossoms and yield almonds." (Numbers 17:8) 
The Assumption of the Virgin Mary: 

When Saint Mary was about sixty years old, an angel announced to her that she would depart to the Lord after three days. The disciples and many believers gathered around her bed. After she extended her hand and blessed them, the place was lit with heavenly glory, and Lord Jesus Himself came to receive her blessed soul. Then the disciples prayed on the body and prepared it for burial. But while they were going to the graveyard, a certain Jewish man tried to stop them. He extended his hands and grabbed the coffin, but immediately his arms were severed from his body. As he was screaming from pain, the apostles prayed and healed him. 

On their way back to Jerusalem, they met Thomas the apostle, and they informed him about the departure of the blessed Virgin. But Thomas insisted that they must go back to see the body. So they went back and opened the grave, but they were puzzled because they did not find the body. Then Thomas told them that while he was on his way to Jerusalem, he saw the body of St. Mary carried by angels and ascending to heaven, for God did not wish that His mother's blessed body remain on earth.  Our Church celebrates the Assumption of St. Mary's soul and body to heaven on the 29th of January and also on the 21st of each Coptic month. 
We ask you, our loving mother, to raise our prayers to your beloved Son so that He may forgive us our sins.



NAME:____________________________
first                            last                             .
The Miracle of the Church in Atreeb

Verse to Memorize:
	For behold henceforth all generations will call me blessed.
Luke 1:48


[image: image1.jpg]e

Fnare €noc




1.  What was the name of the Caliph during which this miracle happened? 
        a) Haroun Al-Rasheed 
        b) Caliph Omar II 
        c) Caliph Al-Amir 
        d) Suleiman the Magnificent 
        e) Caliph Abdalla 

2.  How were the Christians persecuted? 
  
  
  

3.  The ____________ of the Church in ____________ asked for ______ days to get the letter and gave _______ dinars to accommodate the __________ and those with him.  [priest, 300, Atreeb, king, 3] 

4.  The letter from the Caliph was quickly send to Egypt by a(n) 
        a) Plane        b) Ship        c) Horse        d) Angel        e) Bird 

5.  As a result of this ____________, the Caliph started to build _____________ instead of ________________ them.  [Churches, miracle, destroying] 

6.  This miracle proves the 
        a) Power of prayers 
        b) Great intercession of the Theotokos 
        c) Holiness of Churches 
        d) Protection which God provides for His people 
        e) All the above 

7.  What do you usually do when you are in trouble? 
  
  





































































































( Written by Rosella Youssef, St. Cyril Coptic Orthodox Church, CA


( Coptic Orthodox Book of Saints (Part 1), Fr. Arsanios A. Serry, St. George & St. Joseph Coptic Orthodox Church, Montreal, Canada
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