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The Lord Appeared While Catching Fish 
Objective 

· Joys of the Resurrection 

Memory Verse 

“You know that I love you” (John 21:15) 

Reference 

· John 21:1-23 

Introduction 

· How long did the Lord stay in the tomb? 

· To whom did He appear after the resurrection? 

· How did He enter the room where the disciples were? 

Lesson Outlines 


The last time the disciples saw their Savior at the shore of Lake Galilee was after His resurrection. The disciples were waiting anxiously; long hours passed but Jesus did not come, and then Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We are going with you also.” They went out and immediately got into the boat, and that night they caught nothing. But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Then Jesus said to them, “Children, have you any food?” They answered Him, “No.” And He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” So they cast the net, and now they were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish. Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment (for he had removed it) and plunged into the sea. But the other disciples came in the little boat (for they were not far from land but about two hundred cubits), dragging the net with fish. Then, as soon as they had come to land, they saw a fire of coals there and fish laid on it and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you have just caught.” Simon Peter went up and dragged the net to land full of large fish, one hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not broken. Jesus said to them, “Come and eat breakfast.” Yet none of the disciples dared ask Him, “Who are You,” knowing that it was the Lord (John 21:3-12). 

· Where did the disciples go? 

· Did they catch anything that night? 

· Where was Jesus? 

· When did they know that He was Jesus? 

· What did John say? 

· What did Peter do? 

· What did they see on the shore? 

So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes Lord, You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes Lord, You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep.” Peter remembered that he denied Jesus three times, but Jesus wanted to restore his discipleship. Thus, on the shore of Lake Galilee, the disciples spent happy, long hours with Jesus who showed them that He still trusted them and loved them. He was pleased to hand them over the responsibility of caring for His sheep. 

· Why did the Lord ask Peter, “Do you love me?” three times? 

· What does the statement, “Tend My sheep”, mean? 

· Who evangelized Christianity in Egypt? 

· Who is the successor of St. Mark? 

· What is the Pope’s Title? 

· Who helps the Pope in the See? 

· Let us repeat together: “You know that I love you.”
Conclusion 

· The Lord cares for our living affairs as well as our spiritual purity. The commandment of God leads us to perfect faith in God’s steadfast love. 

· If we know that even the hairs of our heads are counted, so what about that which is more important in value than the hair of the head. 

Applications 

· Let us pray for the See of St. Mark. The See of St. Mark is now in Egypt, Sudan, Ethiopia, Kuwait, Jerusalem, America, Europe and many African countries. 

Recitation 

· Recite the absolution of the Compline Prayer before sleep: “O Lord, all our sins...” The children should use that when they pray in class and at home. 




John 21:1-25

	1
	After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and in this way He showed Himself:

	2
	Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together.

	3
	Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We are going with you also." They went out and immediately got into the boat, and that night they caught nothing.

	4
	But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.

	5
	Then Jesus said to them, "Children, have you any food?" They answered Him, "No."

	6
	And He said to them, "Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast, and now they were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish.

	7
	Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment (for he had removed it), and plunged into the sea.

	8
	But the other disciples came in the little boat (for they were not far from land, but about two hundred cubits), dragging the net with fish.

	9
	Then, as soon as they had come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it, and bread.

	10
	Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish which you have just caught."

	11
	Simon Peter went up and dragged the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not broken.

	12
	Jesus said to them, "Come and eat breakfast." Yet none of the disciples dared ask Him, "Who are You?"-knowing that it was the Lord.

	13
	Jesus then came and took the bread and gave it to them, and likewise the fish.

	14
	This is now the third time Jesus showed Himself to His disciples after He was raised from the dead.

	15
	So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Feed My lambs."

	16
	He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My sheep."

	17
	He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Feed My sheep.

	18
	"Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish."

	19
	This He spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, "Follow Me."

	20
	Then Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also had leaned on His breast at the supper, and said, "Lord, who is the one who betrays You?"

	21
	Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, "But Lord, what about this man?"

	22
	Jesus said to him, "If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you? You follow Me."

	23
	Then this saying went out among the brethren that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but, "If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you?"

	24
	This is the disciple who testifies of these things, and wrote these things; and we know that his testimony is true.

	25
	And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they were written one by one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. Amen.




Supplemental Notes( for

The Lord Appeared While Catching Fish 
1. Jesus had now taken away the greater part of the disciple’s fear, so that they now ventured forth from their dwelling, and went about everywhere. For they were no longer shut up at home, but had gone into Galilee, avoiding the danger from the Jews.
2. Having then nothing to do, the disciples went to their fishing, and this they did by night so that they might not be seen.
3. The Lake of Galilee is also called the Sea of Tiberias because the city of Tiberias is on its shores.

4. Do you see that Jesus remains not with them continually, nor as before? He appeared, for instance, in the evening, and flew away; then after eight days again once, and again flew away; then after these things by the sea.
5. The beloved disciple (John) is the first to perceive that the stranger on shore is the Lord, suggesting that love brings spiritual insight.

6. But when they recognized Him, the disciples St. Peter and St. John again exhibited the peculiarities of their characters. The one was more fervent, the other more lofty; the one more keen, the other more clear-sighted. On this account St. John first recognized Jesus Christ, St. Peter first came to Him.

7. For no ordinary signs were they which had taken place. What were they? First, that so many fish were caught; then, that the net did not break; then, that before they landed, the coals had been found, and fish lay thereon, and bread.
8. When therefore St. Peter knew Him, he threw down all, both fish and nets, and girded himself. Do you see his respect and love? Yet they were only two hundred cubits off; St. Peter could not wait to go to Him in the boat but reached the shore by swimming.
9. Let us then use every exertion that we may see that admirable Face.  Let us use every means, so as not to miss such glory.  Let us bear tribulations, persecutions, and walk in the strait way.  For the strait way is by its nature laborious, but by our will, it is rendered light from the hope of things to come. “For our present light affliction works for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the things which are seen, but at those which are not seen.” (2 Corinthians 4:17, 18)

10. If thus we love Christ, all things here will seem to be a shadow, an image, a dream. We too shall say, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress?” (Romans 8:35)
11. Various connotations have been given to the number of fish, 153.  The ancient Christians took it as a symbol of the universal character of the Christian Church, taken to every race of humanity.

12. Jesus does not bring to remembrance the denial of St. Peter, nor reproaches him with what had taken place but says, “If you love Me, preside over your brethren.”

13. Since St. Peter denied Christ three times, Jesus asks St. Peter three times to confess his love for Him.  St. Peter is thus restored to leadership in the early Church to continue his ministry of shepherding Christ’s flock.

14. Do you see how St. Peter had become better and more sober, being no more self-willed, or contradicting? For on this account he was troubled, “Lest perhaps I think that I love, and love not, as before when I thought and affirmed much, yet I was convicted at last.”
15. And having spoken to St. Peter concerning the love towards Himself, He foretells to him the martyrdom which he should undergo.  Jesus is showing that what He said to St. Peter was not out of distrust toward him but out of great trust, wishing to point out a proof of St. Peter’s love towards Him.
16. Since Peter had continually said, “I will lay down my life for Thee” (c. 13:37), and, “Though I should die with Thee, yet will I not deny Thee” (Matthew 26:35): He hath given him back his desire. St. Peter, according to Christian tradition, was martyred in A.D. 64-68 under Nero Caesar, by being crucified upside down.

17. [Concerning Verse 18:] In things of this life the young man is useful, the old useless; “but in Mine,” He says, “not so; but when old age has come on, then is excellence brighter, then is manliness more illustrious, not hindered by the time of life.”
18. [In Verse 19] He said not, “Should die,” but, “Should glorify God,” that you may learn that to suffer for Christ is glory and honor to the sufferer.
19. “What is that to you? You follow Me.” We are not to concern ourselves with what the Lord has in store for others.  Our job is to follow Christ and to pursue the mission He has given to us.  Therefore He says to St. Peter, “You had a work entrusted to you; look to it and accomplish it, labor and struggle. What if I will that he tarry here? Look to and care for your own matters.”
20. Observe the absence of pride in the Evangelist [St. John]; for having mentioned the opinion of the disciples, he corrects it, as though they had not comprehended what Jesus meant. “Jesus said not,” he tells us, “that ‘he shall not die, but, if I will that he tarries ...’”

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Verse to memorize: 

	You know that I love you.

John 21:15


1. True / False   The Lord appeared to the disciples at the shore of Lake Galilee after His resurrection.

2. What were the disciples doing when Jesus Christ appeared to them (as related in John 21)?

a. Praying
b. Preaching
c. Eating

d. Fishing

3. Who was first to know that it was the Lord on the shore?
a. St. Peter

b. St. John

c. St. Nathanael
d. St. Thomas

4. When St. Peter learned that Jesus Christ was on the shore of the lake, what did he do?

a. Jumped in the water and swam to shore.

b. Asked the Lord to make him walk on water
c. Continued fishing

d. Told John to swim to where Jesus stood

5. What did Jesus Christ and the disciples eat for dinner together?
a. Bread and wine
b. Soup and rice

c. Fish and bread

d. They did not eat

6. How many times did Jesus Christ ask St. Peter if he loved Him?

a. 7

b. 5

c. 3

d. 1

e. 0
7. What did Jesus Christ intend for St. Peter to do when He told him to “feed My lambs” (v. 15), “tend My sheep” (v. 16), and “feed My sheep” (v. 17)?
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