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Ezra the Priest 
Objective 

· Caring for the House of God
Memory Verse 

“Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endures forever.” (Psalm 136:1) 

References 

· The Book of Ezra 

· “Interpretation of Ezra and Nehemiah,” Sporting, Alexandria 

Introduction 

Ezra was a descendant of Aaron. He did not practice his lawful job because of the exile, but he kept the law of the Lord and prepared his heart to seek it and practice it. He became a skilful writer of the Law. He did not expect that one day he would be a leader of his people during their second return to Jerusalem. And you, my dear friend, do not despise yourself being still young as it is the Lord who works in man. 

Lesson Outlines 

Ezra was a man of knowledge and wisdom. He tells us about what happened during the reign of Cyrus, the king of Persia. That king sent a letter to the people of Babylon saying, “The Lord, the God of heaven ordered me to build a temple for him in Jerusalem in Judah. May God be with all of you who are his people. You are to go to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple of the Lord your God”. All the believers were filled with joy and obeyed the king’s command. Their pleasure increased when they knew that Cyrus had given orders that all the gold and silver vessels taken by Nebuchadnezzar from the Temple of Jerusalem was to be returned to the Temple. 

· Who was Ezra? 

· What was the name of the King of Persia? 

· What was the letter he sent to the people of Babylon? 

· Who obeyed the king’s command? 

· What increased their happiness? 

About 50,000 men of the people of God carried gifts and made for Jerusalem. They built an altar there and offered their sacrifices twice each day as their custom was before the exile. But the altar was small so it was necessary for them to build the House of God in Jerusalem. Those men found themselves in Jerusalem after seventy years of exile. They hurried and quickly bought cedar wood from Lebanon, and after setting the foundation of the House of God, each one of them cried with joy because work began. They all sang hymns of praise “O Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures for ever”. They cried, “Give thanks to God”. The old men wept when they remembered the glory of the first house and how God’s fire used to come down from heaven and burn the sacrifices. They remembered the manna and Aaron’s staff which they could not bring back. Prophet Haggai came to the builders and told them that the glory of the house they were building would be greater than that of the first one, as the Messiah whom they were waiting for would come to that temple in heavenly glory. These words made the elders rejoice. No one thought of the glory that would come to Jerusalem when Lord Jesus came to Jerusalem, walked in its streets and taught in the Temple. 
· How many men went to Jerusalem? 

· What did they do when they arrived at Jerusalem? 

· How long did the ancient people stay in exile? 

· Mention the verse, “O Give thanks to the Lord…” 

· Why did the elders weep? Who comforted them? 

While they were building the House of God (the Temple), the Samaritans came to Jerusalem and deceitfully offered to help the Jews in building the temple. They wanted to stop the great work. Those people had inhabited the land after the exile to Babylon. The Samaritans said, “Let’s help you”, but Zerubbabel, who knew them well, refused saying, “No, we build the Temple for the Lord our God as king Cyrus ordered us to do.” The Samaritans became very angry and tried to keep the Jews from building the Temple. They kept annoying them till they stopped working to avoid problems. The building of the Temple took 16 years. 
During this period, the rich built houses for themselves but they neglected building the Temple. Prophet Haggai and Prophet Zechariah came and encouraged people to go on building the Temple. They trusted the Lord, built the Temple and then built the walls of their city. 
· Why did they stop building the Temple? 

· How many years did they stop work? 

· Who of the prophets encouraged the people to continue the work? 

· When did they finish building the Temple? 

· Let us repeat together: “O Give thanks to the Lord...” 

· Let us sing a hymn together: “O Soldiers of the church, arise…” 

Conclusion 

Who is Ezra? He was a descendant of Aaron. He could not practice his lawful job because of the Exile, but his heart, being filled with Divine love for his God, refused to keep away from the way of the Lord. He kept the Divine Law and became a skilful writer of Law. To correct the people’s way of living, Ezra took the following steps: 

· Not to depend on men (Ezra 8:22). 

· Calling for fasting, although the way was long & the journey difficult (Ezra 8:22). 

· Being crushed with grief and being humbled before the Lord (Ezra 9). 

· Keeping away from evil - confessing the sins and the sins of his people - people repented then Ezra could gather the people (Ezra 10:11). 

Applications 

· Children write short notes about Ezra, the priest and writer, in their notebooks. 


Supplemental Notes( On

Ezra the Priest 
1. Time-table for the Book of Ezra:
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2. While the people of Israel were captives, the phrase "Return to me and I will return to you" echoed in their ears. During their captivity, there appeared holy men such as the prophet Daniel and the three young men who were in the fiery furnace and the Prophet Ezekiel and various men of faith like Nehemiah, Ezra and Zerubabel, to show them examples of holy zeal.  When the people of Israel repented, the Lord returned from the heat of His anger and restored His captive people.

3. In 539 B.C., king Cyrus of Persia defeated the Babylonian Empire.  Unlike the Babylonian kings before him, Cyrus allowed captive people to return to their homelands and live by their traditions and reestablish the worship of their respective gods.  At the same time, all these people remained an integral part of the Persian Empire, subject to the emperor.

4. The Scriptures say, "The Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, King of Persia. (Ezra 1:1).  The Spirit may also work in unbelievers for the benefit of the Church.  

5. Over 100 years before Cyrus issued the decree to rebuild the Temple, Isaiah prophesied that the king would make such an order:

a. “Who says of Cyrus, ‘[He] [is] My shepherd, and he shall perform all My pleasure, saying to Jerusalem, ‘You shall be built,’ and to the temple, ‘Your foundation shall be laid.’’” Is. 44:28  
b. "Thus says the Lord to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have held- to subdue nations before him and loose the armor of kings, to open before him the double doors, so that the gates will not be shut …” Is. 45:1  
6. The Jewish Historian Josephus says that when Cyrus read his name in the book of Isaiah, he decided to realize what was written about him (see Ezra 1: 1, 2; 2 Chronicles 36:23).
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7. Tears of joy: 
“But many of the priests and Levites and heads of the fathers’ houses, who were old men, who had seen the first temple, wept with a loud voice when the foundation of this temple was laid before their eyes; yet many shouted aloud for joy, so that the people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people.” (Ezra 3:12, 13)

8. Ezra was not only from a priestly family, he was also a skilled scribe – one who copied and studied the Law of Moses. “Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel.” (Ezra 7:10) Because of this, the gracious hand of God empowered him.
9. In chapter 4, the adversaries of Judah who resisted the rebuilding of the Temple were the Samaritans.  From 681 to 669 B.C., the Assyrians had transported the conquered people of northern Israel to other lands.  Then they brought people from other lands into Palestine.  These foreigners intermarried with the Hebrews who were left in the land.  Their offspring became the Samaritans.

10. Zerubbabel, as governor of the small district of Judah, was under the authority of Tattenai, the regional governor.  Since there were only twenty regional governors, called satraps, in the Persian Empire, it may be assumed that Tattnai was a very powerful man.  He personally visited Jerusalem with his officers in order to investigate the Temple rebuilding.
11. God blessed the people and stopped the resistance of their enemies because they listened to the prophets and the preaching of the Word of God.  The rebuilding of the Temple resumed without further resistance and was completed in 515 B.C. in the month of Adar (February/March).
12. Sin is being unfaithful to God:
Marrying foreign women was considered an act of unfaithfulness. (Ezra 10:2). We are also being unfaithful to God because we, His children and chosen ones, join forces with His enemies, the Devils, and we deny Him in preference to gratifying our own desires.

13. Tears of repentance: 
When Ezra the priest found out about the sins of the people, he wept and the people started to weep with him.  Ezra said, “ O my God, I am too ashamed and humiliated to lift up my face to You, my God; for our iniquities have risen higher than our heads, and our guilt has grown up to the heavens.” (Ezra 9:6)  “Now while Ezra was praying, and while he was confessing, weeping, and bowing down before the house of God, a very large congregation of men, women, and children assembled to him from Israel; for the people wept very bitterly”. (Ezra 10:1)  
14. Though Ezra had not participated in this sin himself, he identified with the sins of the people and, as a priest, took responsibility for them. “He ate no bread and drank no water, for he mourned because of the guilt of those from the captivity.” (Ezra 10:6)
15. God intervenes through fasting & prayer:
Ezra, the scribe and priest, said: “Then I proclaimed a fast there at the river of Ahava, that we might humble ourselves before our God, to seek from Him the right way for us and our little ones … So we fasted and entreated our God for this, and He answered our prayer.” (Ezra 8:21, 23)

16. In answer to those who say that fasting is an individual worship to be practiced privately, or in secret (Matt. 6:17, 18), we can refer them to the Old Testament when people observed communal worship in the form of prayer, hymns and Bible readings as well as fasting (Zech. 8:19; Est. 4:3. 16; Ezra. 8:21; 2 Chron. 20:3; Joel 3:5).

17. With his fasting and prayers and weeping, Ezra was able to bring all his people back to God and God returned to them.  In the previous stories, the sinfulness of the entire people had angered God and so His blessing had been withdrawn from them, yet the prayers and crying of one person were able to bring God back to His people.

18. Note that Ezra’s religious reforms were not innovations but a return to the commandments of God.

19. A reference on the use of the Lectern and Ambon in Church: 
“So Ezra the scribe stood on a platform of wood which they had made for the purpose,...And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people (meaning that he was standing on an elevated platform), And when he opened it, all the people stood up” (Neh.8:4-5).

20. In Ezra 3:11, two choruses were sung antiphonally.  One group sang “For He is good;” the other group responded with “For His mercy endures forever” (see Neh. 12:31).



                             NAME: ____________________________  

First                  last          

Ezra the Priest
Read: Ezra 7 & 8
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Verse to memorize: 

	Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endures forever.

Psalm 136:1

	


1. Place a “T” next to the true statement and a “F” next to the false one:
a. Ezra is the name of a book in the Bible. [   ]

b. Ezra was a king. [   ]

c. Ezra disobeyed the king of Persia and traveled to Jerusalem to restore the Temple. [   ]

d. Ezra worked to keep the Temple in Jerusalem well cared for and taught the people the Law as handed down to Moses. [   ]

e. Some people resisted Ezra’s restoration of the Temple, but Ezra did not give up. [   ]

2. Ezra was a (circle all possible titles)
a) King
b) Governor
c) Steward
d) Scribe
e) Priest

3. “Ezra had prepared his ______________ to seek the Law of the ______________, and do it, and to _________________ statutes and ordinances in ________________.”

4. Who moved the heart of the king to return the Israelites to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple?
a) God
b) An angel
c) Jeremiah
 d) Ezra
e) Nehemiah

5. Name the king who issued the decree for the return of the Israelites to their homeland: ____________________

6. In verse 8:21, why did Ezra proclaim a fast?

7. How did the people protect themselves from enemies and ambush along the road back to Jerusalem?
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