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Elijah Restoring the Widow’s Son to Life 
Objective 

God’s care for his children and people. 

Memory Verse 

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek and you will find” (Luke 11:9). 

References 

· 1 Kings 17 

· “The Life of Elijah,” Translated by Fr. Marcos Daoud 

· “Practical Contemplations on the Life of Elijah of Tishbet,” Translated by Wagdi Girgis 

Introduction 

· The picture: The Servant sets the scene by giving some questions about the previous lesson. 

· The Servant then checks the children’s notebooks to look at the previous week’s homework and to encourage the children. 

Lesson Outline 

This is an example of one of the men of God whose name is Elijah... a friend of God, he loves the Lord and he obeys Him... During the famine, the Lord sent him food by the ravens, then the Lord said to him, “Now go to the town of Zarephath, near Sidon and stay there”. The Lord commanded him to live with a poor widow at Zarephath. 

· Who, of you, prays for the poor? 

Elijah stayed with the widow. He stayed in the upper chamber (a small room at the top of the house) where Elijah used to rest and pray. The Lord sent them flour and oil according to their needs... The Lord blessed her home... Elijah told them tales from the Bible. 

One day the widow’s son was playing outside the house. When he came back he was very ill. The boy was crying because of pain. His mother ran to him, took him and laid him in bed. She hoped that the boy would get better, but the days passed and the boy’s health did not improve; his illness was serious... his temperature rose up... the boy died... his mother wept bitterly... he was her only son... the verse came to her mind... “Ask and it will be given to you”. She stood up... carried the boy, took him to Elijah the prophet and said, “My son has died... I beg you to pray for him and I am sure that the Lord will answer your prayer and restore the boy to life”. 

Elijah was sad because the boy died. He took the boy from his mother’s arms. He carried him to the upper room and laid him on the bed on which Elijah used to sleep. He bowed down to the earth…then he raised his eyes and hands to heaven and prayed “O Lord, you said: Ask and it will be given to you. I implore You to bring this boy back to life”. Elijah stretched himself out on the boy then bowed to the earth in prayer and repeated the same words three times... The child started breathing again and revived... the boy opened his eyes... stood up…wonderful! Who heard of a man who died and then came back to life? No one...God cares for us...and He said: “Ask and it will be given to you, seek, and you will find.”

· What is the name of God’s prophet? 

· Who fed Elijah during the famine? 

· Who sent him food? 

· Who can recite the verse? 

Elijah carried the boy to his mother and said to her, look your son is alive... the woman was very happy... she knelt down and worshipped God. She thanked God and said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God. I believe in God”. The child chanted, “When I am ill…” Elijah took courage because the Lord performed this miraculous deed by his hands. 

Conclusion 

Elijah teaches us the following: 

· Satisfaction: He lived on very small resources of a poor widow. Those resources were not enough for the daily needs. 

· Patience and self-control in time of danger: When the widow said to him, “Have you come to me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to kill my son?” all he said was, “Give me your son” (1 Kings 17:18-19). 

· Struggling with God in his solitary place: He took the boy from her arms, carried him upstairs to the room where he was staying, and laid him on the bed. Then he prayed aloud. 

· Modesty: He stretched himself out on the boy three times and he did not lose hope. 

Applications 

· Draw a picture of Elijah in a situation that stimulates your admiration. 

· Read 2 Kings 19 




I Kings 17

	1
	And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the sojourners of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As Jehovah, the God of Israel, liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.

	2
	And the word of Jehovah came unto him, saying,

	3
	Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is before the Jordan.

	4
	And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there.

	5
	So he went and did according unto the word of Jehovah; for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before the Jordan.

	6
	And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank of the brook.

	7
	And it came to pass after a while, that the brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land.

	8
	And the word of Jehovah came unto him, saying,

	9
	Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Sidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow there to sustain thee.

	10
	So he arose and went to Zarephath; and when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.

	11
	And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand.

	12
	And she said, As Jehovah thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in the jar, and a little oil in the cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.

	13
	And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said; but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it forth unto me, and afterward make for thee and for thy son.

	14
	For thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, The jar of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that Jehovah sendeth rain upon the earth.

	15
	And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat [many] days.

	16
	The jar of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of Jehovah, which he spake by Elijah.

	17
	And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in him.

	18
	And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? thou art come unto me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son!

	19
	And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into the chamber, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed.

	20
	And he cried unto Jehovah, and said, O Jehovah my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son?

	21
	And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto Jehovah, and said, O Jehovah my God, I pray thee, let this child’s soul come into him again.

	22
	And Jehovah hearkened unto the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived.

	23
	And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto his mother; and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth.

	24
	And the woman said to Elijah, Now I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth.





The Sixth Day of the Blessed Month of Tubah
The Ascension of Elijah the Prophet
On this day, the prophet Elijah (Elias) the Tishbite departed to heaven alive.  


This prophet lived during the time of King Ahab. His heart was filled with sorrow, for the king had turned from worshiping the God of Israel to the worship of idols. The king followed Queen Jezebel, who helped the priests of Baalzebub. The worship of idols spread out in his days.  Therefore, Elijah stood before the king and said, "As the Lord God of Israel lives, before Whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at my word." (I Kings 17: 1)


Immediately the brooks dried up, for there had been no rain in the land; the grass dried up and the drought set in the whole land. God however did not forsake his zealous servant. He commanded him to go to the brook of Cherith, and the ravens came to him everyday and brought him bread and meat in the morning and in the evening.


The Lord ordered the water of the river to dry, but He did not forsake the prophet Elijah. God commanded him to go to Zarephath, which belonged to Sidon, where he found a widow gathering sticks, and he asked her for bread to eat. She said to him, "As the Lord your God lives, I do not have bread, only a handful of flour in a bin and a little oil in a jar; and see, I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die."


Elijah said to her, "Do not fear; go and do as you have said, but make me a small cake from it first and bring it to me; and afterward make some for yourself and your son. For thus says the Lord God of Israel, 'The bin of flour shall not be used up; nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the Lord sends rain on the earth.'" So she went away and did according to the words of Elijah, and she, the prophet, and her household ate for many days.


Elijah stayed with the widow until the drought had ended. She had a son who was sick, and his sickness progressed until he died. The prophet saw the grief of the woman. He took her son from her, carried him to the upper room where he was staying and laid him on his own bed. Then he cried out to the Lord and he stretched himself out on the child three times. The Lord heard the voice of Elijah; the soul of the child came back to him and he was revived. Elijah took the child and brought him down and gave him to his mother alive. (I Kings 17:17-23)


When Jezebel knew that Elijah executed all the priests of Baal by the sword, she threatened to kill him. When he saw that, he arose and ran for his life. He went to Mount Horeb where he hid himself. The Lord talked to him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" So he said, "I have been very zealous for the Lord God of Hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they seek to take my life." The Lord said to him, "... Yet I have reserved seven thousand in Israel, all whose knees have not bowed to Baal... “(I Kings 19:10-18)


When Ahab died and King Ahaziah reigned, he did evil in the sight of the Lord and walked in the way of his father Ahab. Ahaziah fell through the lattice of his upper room in Samaria and was injured. He sent messengers to inquire from Baalzebub, the god of Ekron, whether he would recover from his injury.


Elijah the Prophet met with his messengers and he told them to go and tell the King: "Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going to inquire of Baalzebub, the god of Ekron?  Now therefore, thus says the Lord! You shall not come down from the bed to which you have gone up, but you shall surely die."


When they said this to the King, the King knew that it was Elijah the prophet. The King sent to him a captain of fifty, and the prophet was sitting on the top of the hill. He said to Elijah, "Man of God, the King has said, 'Come down.'" So, Elijah answered and said to the captain, "If I am a man of God, then let fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men." And the fire came down from heaven and consumed them. Then the King sent another captain of fifty and said to him what the first captain said. And the fire came down from heaven and consumed them. The third captain came to Elijah, fell on his knees before him and pleaded with him. Elijah arose and went down with him to the King whom he rebuked. The King died in his bed. (2 Kings 1:1-18)


After that, Elijah went to the Jordan River and he took with him Elisha, his disciple. He struck the water with his mantle, and the river was divided and the two of them crossed over on dry ground.  While they were talking to each other, suddenly a chariot of fire appeared with horses of fire, separated the two of them, and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. (2 Kings 2:1-12)

His prayers be with us. Amen

The Widow of Zarephath(
Bible Reading:  I Kings 17:7-16

Golden Verses:
“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” Luke 6:36
“God loves a cheerful giver.” II Corinthians 9:7

Lesson Aim:
1. Alms-giving
2. Giving to the needy and taking care of strangers
Lesson Notes:
1. The flour jar and oil jug

· God selected the widow to take care of Elijah and to teach us a lesson.

· The poor widow was both humble and generous.

· We could see also

i. Obedience

ii. Faith

· A miraculous result: “The jar of flour will not be used and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the Lord gives rain on the land.”

2. The blessings of giving

· Will give us the Kingdom of God (Mark 10)

· Will save us from evil (I Timothy 6:10)

· Will give us internal peace and happiness

· Will also give us plenty of richness during our earthly life

3. How do we give?

· With love (I John 3:17)

· With our own choice

· With happiness (Proverbs 17:5)

· Do it in secret (Matthew 6:4)

Elijah Restoring the Widow’s Son to Life
(Abbreviated Story for Kids()
I. The Widow Hosts Elijah
A. God cares for Elijah during the famine.
1. Ravens feed Elijah meat & bread every morning and evening.
2. When the brook Cherith dries up, the Lord directs Elijah to go to a widow in Zarephath.
B. The bin of flour and the jar of oil
1. Elijah asks the widow for a cup of water and a piece of bread.
2. The widow reveals her poverty; describe her living conditions.
3. Elijah comforts her with God’s promise: “The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the Lord sends rain on the earth.”

C. The widow’s son is revived from death.
1. The widow’s son gets seriously sick and dies.
2. The widow cries to Elijah, “What have I to do with you, O man of God?  Have you come to me to bring my sin to remembrance and to kill my son?”
3. Elijah takes the boy to his room and stretches himself on the child 3 times, praying.

4. The child starts breathing again and is revived.

5. The widow believes on God and tells Elijah, “Now by this I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is the truth.”
II. The Blessings of Giving
A. Hospitality to strangers and caring for the needy
1. The widow was very poor, yet she cared for Elijah!
2. She gave him what little bread she had before feeding herself and her son!  She had faith in God’s promise.
3. With how many miracles did God bless the widow?  That was a result of her strong faith.
B. God commands us to give
1. The tithe (10% of what we receive from Him)
2. Kindness to the poor and needy
3. To the Church, for her needs

C. Some benefits of giving:
1. Inherit the heavenly Kingdom
2. Protection from evil
3. Inner happiness
4. A blessed life on earth

Supplemental Notes( On

Elijah Restoring the Widow’s Son to Life 
1. Elijah means “the Lord is my God.”
2. Elijah looked like a devout recluse; the messengers of Ahazia described him to their king: “So they answered him, ‘He was a hairy man, and wore a leather belt around his waist,’ and he said, ‘It is Elijah the Tishbite.’” (2 Kings 1:8).
3. Elijah was a man of worship and prayers; he had a very strong relationship with God.  Elijah was courageous and firm in the truth; he did not fear due to his belief of standing in front of the Lord of armies.
4. Elijah said, “As the Lord of hosts lives, before whom I stand”(1 Kin 18:15). How was he able to feel that he stands before God? And how was he able to always see the Lord in front of him? Not through the bodily senses since they can not arouse a believer's heart. But it is by faith that the Lord is before him. It is faith that sees the unseen.
5. This zeal of Elijah's was a strong, bold and resolute zeal which purged the earth from paganism.  Elijah's zeal made him confront the King and reproach him, just as it also caused him various troubles and accusations.
6. Does your prayer have faith that to give it strength?  The Bible says about Elijah that “he prayed earnestly” (James 5: 17). This prayer was not as ordinary as the prayers of rest of the people; it could stop the heavens from giving rain and at another time it gave rain.
7. Because the Canaanites believed that only Baal could control the dew and rain, Elijah ordered no dew or rain for 3 years, except at his word.  That was a direct challenge for the Canaanites; who is really God, Baal or the Lord?

8. Do not trust your senses for they are weak and cannot comprehend the matters of the spirit. The widow of Zarephath of Sidon, saw with her human eye only a handful of flour in the bin and a little oil in the jar. She thought that was only sufficient to make a cake for her and her son that they might eat it and die. But Elijah, the man of God saw something else with his spirit; he saw that neither the bin of flour nor the jar of oil would dry, whatever amount she took from them.
9. THE DEPTH IN GIVING:
The widow of Zarephath offered to Elijah the Prophet: “Only a handful of flour in a bin, and a little oil in a jar” (1Kings 17:12). The depth of this offering is that she gave all what she had at the time of famine. She was going to prepare it for herself and her son, that they may eat it and die.  But she gave preference to Elijah over herself and her son.
10. The virtue of giving is always mixed with self-denial.  The self is always placed last while others are given priority. One does not think about his personal needs and requirements but gives preference to others.  That is what the widow of Zarephath did at the time of the famine when she offered the Prophet Elijah the handful of flour and the little oil that she had. Therefore God greatly blessed her home (1 Kings 17:11-19).

11. The fresh supply of oil and flour, which the widow received each day, served as a reminder to trust in the Lord, who alone is sufficient to meet every need.

12. It was said that the great prophet Jonah, the son of Amittai, was the son of the widow of Zar-e-phath whom Elijah the Prophet had risen from the dead.  Jonah followed Elijah, served him and received the grace of prophesying.
13. The coming of John the Baptist in the spirit of Elijah means that he came with the same style of Elijah: his manner, his method and his spirit of doing things.

NAME: ____________________________  

First                    last                

Elijah and the Widow's Son

Read: I Kings chapter 17:8-24
[image: image2.jpg]


Verse to memorize: 

	Ask, and it will be given you; seek and you will find.
Luke 11:9



1.  Where did the widow live?  (City and Country) 
 

2.  Which of the following describes the widow? 
                     a) Obedient 
                     b) Proud 
                     c) Faithless 
                     d) Generous 
                     e) Poor 

3.  "The ________ of ___________ shall not be used up, nor shall the _______ of __________ run dry, until the day the ___________ sends __________ on the earth." 

4.  How do we give alms? (Fill in the missing letters) 

	a) With  __ov__
	c) C__ee__fu__ly 

	b) In  sec__e__
	d) W__l__in__ly


5.  Connect the following phrases about the blessings of giving: 
          It will ... 

	bring us into the
	peace & joy

	save us from
	blessings

	give us internal
	Kingdom of God

	provide us with many earthly
	evil


6.  List two miracles that Elijah did to the widow by the power of God: 
1. _______________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________
7.  _______ blessed the ____________ with miracles because she was _____________ to the __________ of God and had ____________ in Him. [obedient, widow, faith, God, word][image: image1.emf] 
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