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Jesus and Zacchaeus the Tax-Collector 
Objective: 
Emphasizing Christ’s love for sinners 

Memory Verse: 

“Jesus said to him: Today, Salvation has come to this house.” (Luke 19:9) 
References: 

Luke 19 

Introduction: 

· Review the previous lesson and verse. 

· What does the word “tax collector” mean? (= the man who collects taxes) 

· Why was a tax collector a sinner? 

· Why did all the people hate him? 

Lesson Outlines: 

Zacchaeus was a short man. He was a tax collector. He was greedy; he loved money so badly. His friends were very few because he was selfish. But Zacchaeus desired to see Jesus. 

· Who was Zacchaeus? 

· Whom did he desire to see? 

Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus Christ. He came to know that He was coming to the city of Jericho. 

Zacchaeus went out quickly, leaving his papers and files on the table. But Zacchaeus only saw crowds of people drawing near. Because Zacchaeus was a short man and wanted to see Jesus, he thought of a plan. There was a Sycamore tree near him and children were playing on its branches. He ran to it, forgetting his job, status and age and made an attempt to climb the tree. He made a great effort, as the tree was so smooth and difficult to climb. After many attempts, he managed to climb the tree and found himself among the leaves. His desire to see Jesus increased. He hoped to see Jesus. The crowds approached him - children, women, men, young men - all surrounded Jesus and each one wanted Jesus to bless him and heal him. The crowds passed under the tree and stood there for some time. Why? Jesus lifted up His eyes and the crowds did the same. They thought that Jesus was praying, but He fixed His eyes on Zacchaeus and said, “Zacchaeus.” Zacchaeus was surprised; “How did he know my name?” he thought. “Come down quickly, Zacchaeus; I will have dinner in your house.” Zacchaeus was very happy. He went down quickly. He bowed down to Jesus. Jesus kissed him. Zacchaeus invited all those people to have dinner in his house. He made a great feast (Describe it). Zacchaeus served them (Describe Zacchaeus’ feelings of joy when Jesus entered his house and mention the words you think he said to make Jesus and the guests happy). Ask the children: 

· How would you entertain your guest? 

· How did Jesus know the name of Zacchaeus? 

· What does the Lord Jesus know about you? 

Then Zacchaeus stood up before the Lord and the crowds and said, “Lord, I was a wicked man, unjust and cruel. I loved money before I knew you. I now repent…forgive me... I will give half my belongings to the poor, and if I have cheated anyone, I will pay him back four times as much. The widow, from whom I took 25 coins, will be given 100 coins. I’ll do this with joy so long as You have accepted me and love me.” (Describe how the Lord was pleased with Zacchaeus who repented and His declaration, “Today salvation has come to this house”). Jesus became a friend to Zacchaeus and many people became friends to Zacchaeus too. 

· What is the name of the city? 

· How was Zacchaeus able to see Jesus? 

· What did Zacchaeus make to entertain Jesus? 

· Say the verse: “Jesus said to him…”
Conclusion: 

The Lord cares about us more than we care about ourselves. Jesus, Who sat by the well of water to speak to the Samaritan woman, is He who passed by the Sycamore tree to invite Zacchaeus and promised to visit him. 

Applications: 

· Always go to Church and invite others to go with you. 

· Invite friends or neighbors to your house as an example of the Christian loving house.
· Plan to give up something you like this week for the sake of Christ, e.g. chocolate, computer games, etc. 

· Select the right word: 

· Zacchaeus was a (short - tall) man. 

· Zacchaeus loved (God - people - money). 

· Zacchaeus climbed a (fig - sycamore) tree to see Jesus. 

· Arrange the words of the following verse: Jesus - him -to -said -this -house -to -come -today -has –salvation 




Luke 19:1-10
	1
	Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho.

	2
	Now behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich.

	3
	And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not because of the crowd, for he was of short stature.

	4
	So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to pass that way.

	5
	And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to him, "Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house."

	6
	So he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully.

	7
	But when they saw it, they all complained, saying, "He has gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner."

	8
	Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold."

	9
	And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham;

	10
	"for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost."




(
1. [St. Cyril of Alexandria] Zacchaeus was leader of the tax collectors, a man entirely abandoned to greed, whose only goal was the increase of his gains. This was the practice of the tax collectors, although St. Paul calls it idolatry (Col 3:5), possibly as being suitable only for those who have no knowledge of God. Since they shamelessly, openly professed this vice, the Lord very justly joined them with the prostitutes, saying to the leaders of the Jews, “The prostitutes and the tax collectors go before you into the Kingdom of God.” (Mt 21:31) Zacchaeus did not continue to be among them, but he was counted worthy of mercy at Christ’s hands.
2.  [St. Jerome] There certainly is much truth in a certain saying of a philosopher, “Every rich man is either wicked or the heir of wickedness.” That is why the Lord and Savior says that it is difficult for the rich to enter the Kingdom of heaven (Mt 19:23). Someone may raise the objection, “How did wealthy Zacchaeus enter the Kingdom of heaven?” He gave away his wealth and immediately replaced it with the riches of the heavenly Kingdom. The Lord and Savior did not say that the rich would not enter the Kingdom of heaven but that they will enter with difficulty.
3. [St. Cyril of Alexandria] Zacchaeus searched to see Christ, but the multitude prevented him, not so much that of the people but of his sins. He was short of stature, not merely in a bodily point of view but also spiritually. He could not see Him unless he was raised up from the earth and climbed into the sycamore, by which Christ was about to pass. The story contains a puzzle; in no other way can a person see Christ and believe in Him except by climbing up into the sycamore, by making foolish his earthly members of fornication, uncleanness, etc.
4. [St. Ambrose] Zacchaeus in the sycamore; the blind man by the wayside (Lk 18:35). The Lord waits for the one to have mercy on him and honors the other with the radiance of His visit. Although Christ had not yet heard his voice of invitation, He has heard His good will.
5. [St. Augustine] Zacchaeus climbed away from the crowd and saw Jesus without the crowd getting in his way. The crowd laughs at the lowly, to people walking the way of humility, who leave the wrongs they suffer in God’s hands and do not insist on getting back at their enemies. The crowd laughs at the lowly and says, “You helpless, miserable clod, you cannot even stick up for yourself and get back what is your own.” The crowd gets in the way and prevents Jesus from being seen. The crowd boasts and crows when it is able to get back what it owns. It blocks the sight of the One who said as He hung on the cross, “Father, forgive them because they do not know what they are doing.” He ignored the crowd that was getting in his way. He instead climbed a sycamore tree, a tree of “silly fruit.” As the apostle says, “We preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block indeed to the Jews, [now notice the sycamore] but folly to the Gentiles.” (1 Cor 1:23) Finally, the wise people of this world laugh at us about the cross of Christ and say, “What sort of minds do you people have, who worship a crucified God?” “The wisdom of this world is folly with God.” (1 Cor 3:19) You call our minds foolish. Say what you like, but for our part, let us climb the sycamore tree and see Jesus.
6. [St. Augustine] The reason you cannot see Jesus is that you are ashamed to climb the sycamore tree. Let Zacchaeus grasp the sycamore tree, and let the humble person climb the cross. We must not be ashamed of the cross of Christ, but we must fix it on our foreheads, where the seat of shame is. Above where all our blushes show is the place we must firmly fix that for which we should never blush. You make fun of the sycamore, because you are just a person, but “the foolishness of God is wiser than men.” (1 Cor 1:25)
7. [St. Augustine] The Lord, who had already welcomed Zacchaeus in His heart, was now ready to be welcomed by him in his house … Zacchaeus says to Christ, “Lord, half my goods I give to the poor, and if I have cheated anyone of anything, I am paying back four times over.” It is as if he was saying, “The reason I am keeping back half for myself is not in order to have it, but to have something from which to pay people back.” That is really what welcoming Jesus means, welcoming Him into your heart.
8. [St. Ephrem the Syrian] Zacchaeus, seeing He knew his thoughts, said, “Just as He knows this, He knows also all that I have done.” He therefore said, “All that I have unjustly received, I give back fourfold.”
9. [Maximus of Turin] From this, we understand that wealth is not a hindrance but a help to attaining the glory of Christ. While we possess it, we should not squander it on wild living but give it away for the sake of salvation. There is not crime in possessions, but there is crime in those who do not know how to use possessions. For the foolish, wealth is a temptation to vice, but for the wise, it is a help to virtue. Some receive an opportunity for salvation, but others acquire an obstacle of condemnation.
10. [St. Augustine] “The Son of man came to seek and to save what was lost.” All were lost. From the moment the one man sinned, in whom the whole race was contained, the whole race was lost. One man without sin came. He would save them from sin.
11. [St. Cyprian] If Abraham believed in God and it was accounted to him as righteousness, then he who gives alms according to the command of God certainly believes in God. He that possesses the true faith keeps the fear of God. Moreover, he keeps the fear of God by showing mercy to the poor.

Jesus Comes To Zacchaeus' House(
Reference:            Luke 19:1-10 

Golden Verse: 

· "Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold." Luke 19:8 

· "Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house." Luke 19:5 

Lesson Goals: 

1. Show the children that God loves us all, even the sinners. 

2. Jesus is ready to receive and forgive a penitent sinner. 

3. God came to the earth to seek and save the lost. 

Lesson Notes: 

1. Christ had shown before how hard it is for rich people to enter the kingdom of God, yet here is an example of a rich man that had been lost and was found. 

2. The sycamore tree is a symbol of 

a) The Church - it carries the sinners on its shoulder in a similar way as the tree carried Zacchaeus. 

b) The Cross - through which we reach and see the Lord. 

3. Christ's stay in Zacchaeus' house refers to His stay in our hearts. 

4. God's visit to Zacchaeus' house gave him 

a) Blessings 

b) Salvation 

c) Joy 

5. God's presence on earth for our salvation is summarized in verse 10: "For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost." 


Supplemental Notes
 on
Jesus & Zacchaeus the Tax Collector
1. “Zacchaeus” means pure
a. He was a chief tax collector; explain his work.
b. Known for greediness & mercilessness; hated by the Jews
c. Represents the gentiles who did not know God but sought to see Him
2. The Sycamore tree symbolizes the

a. Church: it carries sinners on her shoulders to meet the Lord.

b. Cross:  it raises us up spiritually to meet the Lord.

c. Path of Repentance: stepping past old sins with every climb and being uplifted spiritually (St. Jerome)

3. The Lord left His glory among the crowds around Him to seek for a fallen sinner, Zacchaeus, in order to dwell in his heart (house).
· Compare this with God’s salvation plan for fallen man

4. Zacchaeus did a true repentance.
a. He felt real sorrow for the sins he had done.
b. He made up for his mistakes; how?
c. He turned to follow the Lord with all his heart.
d. He did not repeat his sins.
5. “Today salvation has come to this house” Luke 19:9a

a. When a person receives Christ and is sanctified, he/she becomes a blessing for the rest of his family to lead it to salvation.

b. Everything in Zachaeus was given to God: his energy, his feelings, his emotions, his thoughts, his will, and his intentions.  God doesn’t sanctify the spirit only but the body and soul as well.

6. “Because he also is a son of Abraham” Luke 19:9b
a. Abraham left his family & home to follow God.

b. Zacchaeus, his son, left his wealth & riches, which he depended on, to follow the Lord.

c. If we do the same, we also become sons of Abraham in spirit.

7. How did the presence of the Lord change Zacchaeus?

a. The Lord did not warn or rebuke him.

b. The Lord did not give him a commandment.

c. Zacchaeus judged himself and repented by himself.

d. The presence of the Lord, the True Light, was enough to chase away all darkness.

e. Zacchaeus first offered his heart to the Lord; the other offerings which he made came naturally with ease and were pleasing to God.

8. Richness is not a sin.

a. Mismanagement of richness is a sin.

b. Being enslaved by richness is a sin.

c. Christ had previously mentioned how hard it was for rich people to enter the Kingdom of God; Zacchaeus proved that it was possible only by God.

NAME: ____________________________ 
first                                last                    .
Jesus Comes To Zacchaeus' House

Read: Luke 19:1-10
[image: image1.jpg]


Verse to memorize
	Jesus said to him: Today, Salvation has come to this house.

Luke 19:9


1.  Who was Zacchaeus? 

	          a) a chief tax collector
	b) a fisherman

	          c) a tax collector
	d) a carpenter


2.  Jesus is God Who knows everything about us, just as he knew where Zacchaeus was and what his name was.  Which verse proves this? 
            a) 1        b) 3        c) 5        d) 8 

3.  In this section, our Lord refers to Himself as the 

	           a) Son of Abraham
	b) Son of Man 

	           c) Son of God
	d) Son of Mary


4.  Our Lord's mission is mentioned in which verse? 
            a) 2        b) 4        c) 6        d) 10 

5.  Use the clues to unscramble the words.  Then write the braced letters in order in the spaces at the bottom to learn God's commandment from Exodus 20:15. 
	Verse 4
	  A short man climbed this tree   MYOSRCEA -- fig  __{   }__ __ __{   }__ __ 

	Verse 2
	  This man wanted to see Jesus  SCAAZECHU __ __ __ __ __ __ __ {   }{   } 

	Verse 8
	  Zacchaeus was sorry he had done this   DEECATH __{   }__{   }__ __ __ 

	Verse 2
	  He was wealthy because of his job ATX ELCORTOLC  __ __ __   __ __{   }{   }__ __ __ __ __

	Verse 5
	  What Jesus told Zacchaeus to do   MOEC WODN  __ __ __ __   __ __ __{   } 

	Verse 8
	  He promised to pay back this much   UROF SMEIT  __{   }__ __   {   }__ __ __ __ 

	Verse 5
	  Jesus wanted to __________ at Zacchaeus' house   YTAS  {   }{   }__ __ 

	Verse 1
	  Jesus entered this city   CROHIEJ  __{   }__ __ __ __ __ 

	Verse 9
	  Zacchaeus received this   NAITVOASL  __{   }{   }__ __ __ __ __ __ 


	
	


__ __ __   __ __ __ __ __   __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __








( Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture (New Testament III), by the Institute of Classical Christian Studies, Thomas C. Oden and Arthur A. Just Jr., Inter Varsity Press, 2003


( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA 


� Reference: Commentaries on the Gospel According to Luke, Fr. Tadrous Malaty, St. George’s Church, Sporting - Alexandria, 1990, pages 567 - 576
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