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The Parable of the Ten Virgins

Objective:
· Being prepared for the Kingdom of God

Memory Verse:

“Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet Him.” (Matthew 25:6)
References:
· Matthew 25

Introduction:
· Review the previous lesson and verse.

· Set the scene by asking the children what they know about wedding parties and the attitude of the virgins.

Lesson Outlines:

Jesus told them many things in parables. Why? He told the people a story about ten virgins who were invited to a wedding party. They took their lamps and went to meet the Bridegroom, but five of them went in with Him to the marriage feast; the other five were rejected. Five of them were wise, and the other five were foolish. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom delayed, they all slumbered. But at midnight there was a cry, “Behold, the Bridegroom! Come out to meet Him.”
· Why were five of them called wise and the others called foolish?

· What did all of them do when the bridegroom was delayed?

· What was the cry that was heard at midnight?

Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” But the wise replied, “Perhaps there will not be enough for us and you; go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.” And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with Him to the marriage feast; and the door was shut. Afterwards the other virgins came also, saying, “Lord, Lord, open to us.” But He replied, “Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.” Then Jesus said to the people, “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” After telling the story in an interesting, attractive way, let the children deduce the symbols of the story through questions:

· Who are the wise virgins? (Those who are ready)

· Who are the foolish virgins? (Those who are not ready)

· What is the oil? (Works)
· Who is the Bridegroom? (Jesus)
· What does this statement mean, “Perhaps there will not be enough for us and for you?” (The righteous man is scarcely saved.)
· What does the statement “the door was shut” mean? (On the Day of Judgment, any attempt to repent is useless.)
Conclusion:

No one knows when we will meet the Lord again, so we have to be always prepared for this meeting. We have to be awake and careful about our spiritual life and make use of every minute in our lives to come closer to the Lord. Thus, when He comes, He would know us and we would know Him well.

Applications:
· If you feel that you do not want to pray, read the word of God, or go to the House of the Lord, make the sign of the cross and obey the commandment.

· Ask ten children to bring in ten lamps (they can be made of cardboard). Five of them hold a candle in each, and the others are without candles. Children can act this parable under the supervision of the Servant.




Matthew 25:1-13
	1
	"Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.

	2
	"Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish.

	3
	"Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them,

	4
	"but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.

	5
	"But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept.

	6
	"And at midnight a cry was heard: 'Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!'

	7
	"Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps.

	8
	"And the foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.'

	9
	"But the wise answered, saying, 'No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.'

	10
	"And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut.

	11
	"Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open to us!'

	12
	"But he answered and said, 'Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.'

	13
	"Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.




The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Maidens(
Bible Reading:  Matthew 25:1-13

Golden Verse: 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”  Matthew 5:8
Lesson Aims:

At the end of this lesson, students should:

1. Know about the Kingdom of God

2. Know that the Church is the Kingdom of God on earth

3. Understand the talents needed to enter the Kingdom of Heaven
Lesson Outline:
1. The wedding feast is the glorious Kingdom of Heaven. 

2. The Bridegroom is Jesus Christ Himself.

3. The long waiting is our life on earth. 

4. Sleeping refers to death. 

5. The light and the oil are all that we have done with our lives - all the goodness that was in it. 

6. The foolish maidens had enough oil to make their lamps burnt for the present, to make a show with it. They had no oil for the life after. Their faith and goodness were for the show. 

7. They that were ready went in with the Bridegroom into Heaven. 

8. Many will seek admission into Heaven when it is too late. 



The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins(
(Abbreviated Story for Kids)
I.  Bible Reading: Matthew 25:1-13
"Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.  "Now five of them were wise, and five [were] foolish.  "Those who [were] foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, "but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.  "But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept.  "And at midnight a cry was [heard]: `Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!'  "Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps.  "And the foolish said to the wise, `Give us [some] of your oil, for our lamps are going out.'  "But the wise answered, saying, `[No], lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.'  "And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut.  "Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, `Lord, Lord, open to us!'  "But he answered and said, `Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.'  "Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming."
II. The Story's Symbolism

A. The Wedding feast = the kingdom of Heaven

B. The bridegroom = Jesus Christ

C. The five wise virgins = those entering the kingdom of God

D. The five foolish virgins = those cast out into darkness

III. What Does It Mean To Be Watchful?

A. Keep eyes open for any sin in order to avoid it

B. Examples: 

1. Watching sinful images on TV

2. Starting a sin of the tongue

3. Stopping a sin as it creeps on us
4. Repenting from every sin and confessing it

IV. The Lamps & The Oil

A. Light (lamps) symbolize purity & holiness

1. How do we keep ourselves pure?

Matt 18:9 "And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast [it] from you. It is better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire." (Explain the Verse)
2. How do we make ourselves holy?

B. Oil symbolize the works of mercy & the grace of the Holy Spirit

1. Name some works of mercy

2. The fruits of the Holy Spirit: Gala 5:22 "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control."



Supplemental Notes
 on
The Parable of the Ten Virgins
1. The Kingdom of heaven is compared with 10 virgins.
a. The whole story is about the great day of the Lord and Divine judgment.

b. The wise virgins and the foolish virgins represent the faithful and the unfaithful.

c. “To go and meet the Bridegroom” is to eagerly await His coming. [St. Augustine]
2. Five foolish and five wise:

a. The five virgins symbolize all of humanity divided into five stages: infancy, childhood, youth, maturity and old age. It assigns to each time both God-fearing and foolish souls.  [St. Cyril of Alexandria]
b. Every soul that enlivens a body is denoted by the number five, because it makes use of the five senses: sight, hearing, smelling, tasting, and touching. [St. Augustine]
c. The wise virgins, embracing time, were prepared for the coming of the Lord.

d. The foolish were lax and unmindful; they troubled themselves only over present matters. [St. Hilary of Poitiers]
e. How can we tell the difference between them?  Only by whether the oil is present or missing.  [St. Augustine]
3. What does the oil signify?

a. It signifies charity (love) because charity is above all other virtues [I Cor 13], and oil swims above all liquids.  If you change the order of the liquids, oil will still be uppermost; charity never fails. [St. Augustine]
b. The oil symbolizes compassion.

c. This oil is the gift of God; we ourselves cannot create the olive.

d. We are forever running short of oil and forgetting to carry enough ourselves. [St. Augustine]
4. The foolish did not take oil.

a. They went to meet the Bridegroom and the Bride (Church); this means that they had received the grace of the Holy Spirit.

b. They had come forth as virgins never stained by sin and had left behind earthly matters to meet Christ and the Church.

c. However, they were not prepared for the future but only for the present; they did not have works of compassion.

d. Wishing to please human spectators, doing praiseworthy works, they forgot to carry with them the necessary oil. [St. Augustine]
5. The wise virgins and their lamps:

a. Our hearts are symbolized by lamps. [St. Augustine]
b. They were wise because they did good works on account of God, not on account of people.

c. They were virgins in spirit and body.

d. “Let your works shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” Mat 5:16

e. “Let your loins be girded and your lamps burning.”  Luke 12:35

· The “girded loins” is virginity; the “burning lamps” are good works.
6. The Bridegroom delayed:

a. “They all slept;” they all have died in their own time.  Whether wise or foolish; all suffer equally the sleep of death. [St. Augustine]
b. “But I would not have you to be ignorant, brothers, concerning those who are asleep.” I Thes 4:13
c. The delay of the Bridegroom is the time for repentance. [St. Hilary] God delays to give us a chance to repent.

d. The coming of the Bridegroom is delayed.  So the virgins who had gone to meet him now are sleeping.

e. “At midnight,” the moment of least expectation and complete unawareness.

f. “A cry,” the sound of the trumpet of God heralding His coming.

g. The taking up of the lamps is the return of souls into their bodies. [St. Hilary]
h. Each virgin trims her lamp, summing up all that has occurred in her life. [St. Cyril of Alexandria]
i. The light shining from the lamps is the consciousness of good work, which is contained in our bodies, which are like flasks. [St. Hilary]
7. Preparing to meet the Bridegroom:
a. “Then all those maidens arose . . .”

· “When all that are in the grave shall hear His voice and shall come forth.” John 5:28-29

b. They began to trim their lamps, that is, began to prepare to render to God an account of their works. [St. Augustine]
· At this moment, there is no one who is not thinking of self; therefore there were none to sell them oil.

c. “Give us of your oil, for our lamps are going out.”

· They sought to shine with others’ oil, to walk after others’ praise. [St. Augustine]
· Their spiritual virginity was running out and failing, because they did not have works of religious devotion and compassion.
d. Out of that inward oil the good person had done good works, and yet in the judgment even his good conscience trembles.  [St. Augustine]
e. However much anyone might be rich in holy works, he will fear for himself, lest he not have enough.

f. The virtue of each scarcely suffices for the salvation of the soul, because even those who are very wise transgress in many ways. [St. Cyril of Alexandria]
g. “Go to the dealers and buy for yourself.”

· The dealers are the ones who sell praises, flatterers. [St. Augustine]
· This is hardly the voice of those who give counsel but rather those who rebuke.

8. The Bridegroom’s arrival:

a. The Bride, the Church, was glorified with Christ and all its members gathered together into one.  [St. Augustine]
b. “The door was shut;” the foolish had lost their opportunity.

c. “I do not know you.”

· Some prove to be undistinguished, though they possess an illumination from God.  [St. Cyril of Alexandria]
9.  Comments:

a. We need to be examples of wise virgins to our kids.

b. This parable is the first Gospel of the Midnight Prayer, always alerting us of Christ’s Coming.
c. The Kiahk Vigil starts at 7:00 pm at St. George’s Church.
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NAME: ____________________________  

first                   
last                 
The Parable of the Wise & Foolish Virgins

Matthew 25:1-13

	Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet Him.

Matthew 25:6
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1.  In this parable, who refers to the son of man?


a) The lamp


b) The oil


c) Any wise virgin


d) The bridegroom


e) The wise virgins

2.  In this passage, our Lord is not talking about


a) The kingdom of heaven


b) The closed door


c) The empty vessels


d) The marriage


e) The fig tree

3.  Doomsday is referred to in verse


a) 4

b) 6

c) 10

d) 13

e) 15

4.  Match the story's symbolism:

	The wedding feast
	those entering God's kingdom

	The Bridegroom
	works of mercy

	The five wise virgins
	those cast out into darkness

	The five foolish virgins
	purity and holiness

	The oil
	Jesus Christ

	The lamps
	the Kingdom of Heaven


5.  List the 9 fruits of the Holy Spirit:  [Hint in Galatians 5]

	1.
	6.

	2.
	7.

	3.
	8.

	4.
	9.

	5.
	
































( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, Calif.


( Prepared by Ossama Ekladious, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, Calif.


� Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, New Testament 1b, Edited by Manlio Simonetti, InterVarsity Press, 2002, pages 214 - 220
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