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Simon and Sorcery 
Objective: 
· To understand that sorcery is not of God 

· To know the amazing work of the Holy Spirit 

Memory Verse: 

“They laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 8:17) 
References: 

· The New Open Bible – Acts 8:5-24 

· “Explanation of the Book of Acts,” Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty 

Introduction: 

· Review the previous lesson and verse. 

· Ask the student if they know what sorcery is. 

· Is sorcery good or bad? And why? 

Lesson Outlines: 

After the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the Pentecost Day, the disciples started going into many surrounding cities and countries preaching the word of God. Philip was one of the disciples; he went to a city called Samaria. Many people believed in Jesus Christ through the preaching of St. Philip. He performed many miracles and cast out many unclean spirits. He also healed many paralyzed and sick people. So, the city of Samaria was in great joy. 

Meanwhile, there was a man called Simon who performed many acts of sorcery in Samaria. He became famous by his sorcery and people feared him, thinking that he had the power of God. However, when they saw what St. Philip did in their city, they believed and were baptized. Simon also believed, was baptized and became a Christian. He followed St. Philip in his work and was amazed of what he was able to do. 

When the rest of the Apostles in Jerusalem heard that many Samaritans had become Christians and believed the word of God, they sent St. Peter and St. John to them. When they arrived they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. Then, they laid hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. 

When Simon saw this power, he went to the disciples and offered them money to give him the power and the authority of laying the hands to receive the Holy Spirit. St. Peter was upset with him for his worldly thinking. He still wanted to be in power and of unusual abilities to keep his reputation and fame in Samaria. St. Peter told Simon that his money would perish with him, since he thought that the gift of God could be bought with money. He also told him to go and pray that God may forgive him his bad thought and intentions. Simon felt bad for what he has done and asked St. Peter to pray for him that God may forgive him. 
· What was the name of the city where Simon the sorcerer lived? 

· What is the name of the disciple that went to preach Samaria? 

· Why was Simon famous in Samaria? 

· Who came to Samaria to lay the hands on the believers? 

· What happened when St. Peter and St. John laid the hands on the believers? 

Conclusion: 

Simon was self centered; all he wanted was to keep his prestige in the city by replacing his sorcery with the power of laying the hands that the apostles were given from God. It was stronger and awesome. He also wanted to use an earthly mean (money) to receive this gift. The gifts that God gives us are given freely, and we should use them for the glory of His name. Money cannot buy any of God’s gifts or any spiritual blessings. 

Applications: 

· Search for sorcery in the Old Testament and what was written about it. 

· The servant can discuss all kinds of sorcery and Psychic practices that are not acceptable in the Christian faith. 

· Teach the children the words of signing the cross in Coptic. 





Acts 8:5-24
	5
	Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them.

	6
	And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.

	7
	For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed.

	8
	And there was great joy in that city.

	9
	But there was a certain man called Simon, who previously practiced sorcery in the city and astonished the people of Samaria, claiming that he was someone great,

	10
	to whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, "This man is the great power of God."

	11
	And they heeded him because he had astonished them with his sorceries for a long time.

	12
	But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.

	13
	Then Simon himself also believed; and when he was baptized he continued with Philip, and was amazed, seeing the miracles and signs which were done.

	14
	Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them,

	15
	who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.

	16
	For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

	17
	Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

	18
	And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money,

	19
	saying, "Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit."

	20
	But Peter said to him, "Your money perishes with you, because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money!

	21
	"You have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of God.

	22
	"Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you.

	23
	"For I see that you are poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity."

	24
	Then Simon answered and said, "Pray to the Lord for me, that none of the things which you have spoken may come upon me."




Supplemental Notes( on

Simon and Sorcery 
1. After Christ’s ascension into heaven, the devils put forward certain people who said that they themselves were gods; and they were not only not persecuted by you but even deemed worthy of honors. There was a Samaritan, Simon, a native of the village of Gitto, who in the reign of Claudius Caesar, and in your royal city of Rome, did mighty acts of magic, by virtue of the art of the devils operating in him. He was considered a god, and as a god he was honored by you with a statue, which statue was erected on the river Tiber, between the two bridges, and bore this inscription, in the language of Rome, “Simoni Deo Sancto,” “To Simon the holy God.” And almost all the Samaritans, and a few even of other nations, worship him and acknowledge him as the first God; and a woman, Helena, who went about with him at that time and had formerly been a prostitute, they say fathered this idea. [St. Justin Martyr]
2. The good are born from the good when holy people are baptized by holy people; the evil from the evil when both they who baptize and they who are baptized live wickedly and impiously; the good from the evil when they who baptize are evil and they who are baptized are good; and the evil from the good when they who baptize are good and they who are baptized are evil. [St. Augustine]

3. Thus when you hear, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved.” (Mark 16:16) Obviously, He does not mean anyone who believes, for the devils believe and tremble. Also not everyone who is baptized will be saved, for Simon, the sorcerer, after he was baptized, was not saved. [St. Augustine]
4. How did he come to baptize also Simon? In the same way that Christ also chose Judas. [St. John Chrysostom]

5. It was either that he too was overcome by the power of the blessed Philip’s words so that he truly believed in the Lord, or, as is more believable, that he pretended that he believed until he could receive baptism. For he was so eager for praise that he wished to be believed to be the Christ, as histories tell, and he hoped to learn from him the arts by which he worked miracles. His followers were also taught to do this. “Trained in the evil arts of their founder to enter the church by any sort of deception,” they were accustomed to steal baptism. [Bede]

6. It must be noted that the Philip who preached the gospel to Samaria was one of the seven, for if he had been the apostle [Philip], he would have been able to lay hands on them himself so that they might receive the Holy Spirit. [Bede]

7. This man should have asked to receive the Holy Spirit, but because this was of no concern to him, he asks, on the contrary, for the power to give it to others. [St. John Chrysostom]
8. Simon the magician had been here washed indeed in the fount but not clean in his heart; the subsequent punishment revealed him to the world as ignorant of the faith. [Arator]
9. We see that Peter by his apostolic authority condemns him who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit through vain magic, and all the more because he had no clear consciousness of faith. And yet he did not exclude him from the hope of forgiveness, for he called him to repentance. [St. Ambrose]
10. Immediately, the above mentioned sorcerer, as if struck in the eyes of his mind by a divine and marvelous flash when formerly in Judea he had been detected for his evil deeds by the apostle Peter, set out on a very long journey overseas from east to west and went off in flight, thinking that only in this way could he live according to his wish. And when he came to the city of the Romans, the power that obsessed him cooperated with him greatly, and in short time he was so successful in his undertakings that he was honored as a god by the erection of a statue by those in this city. However, his affairs did not proper for long. Close on him in the same reign of Claudius, the all-good and kindly providence of the universe guided Peter, the great and mighty one of the apostles, because of his virtue the spokesman for all others to Rome, as if against a great corrupter of life. And he, like a noble general of God, clad in divine armor, conveys the costly merchandise of the light from the east to those in the west, preaching the light itself and the Word that saves souls, the proclamation of the kingdom of heaven. [Eusebius of Caearea]
11. He offered money to people without possessions, and that too after seeing people bring the price of what they sold and lay it at the feet of the apostles. He did not realize that they who trod underfoot the wealth offered for the sustenance of the poor would surely never sell him the power of the Holy Spirit for a price. [St. Cyril of Jerusalem]
12. He who through ignorance wishes to buy is less guilty than he who sells the gift of God, making it a business transaction. And, if you sell what you have received as a gift, you will be deprived of its grace, as if you had been sold to Satan. [St. Basil the Great]
13. The grace of the Lord is not gained by gold but by a [right] disposition [of mind]; nor is it permitted that corrupt money, which the person whose eyes are fixed on the earth loves, should earn heaven. [Arator]
14. Often in the divine Scriptures heart stands for understanding … It may be clear to all without doubting that the source of our thoughts is there, and that good and evil are drawn from there. [Cassiodorus]
15. The Holy Spirit descended as a dove in order to teach those who wanted to receive Him to be simple. In vain, therefore, did this man try to buy the gift of the Spirit, since he did not take care to rid himself of his raven-like mind. [Bede]
16. Simony is bribery to get a priestly rank unworthy. It is related to Simon the Sorcerer who when he saw that through the laying on of hands, the Holy Spirit was given, he offered Sts. Peter and John money saying, “Give me this power that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” But St. Peter said to him, “Your money perishes with you because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money. You have neither part nor shared in this matter.”
17. Simon the sorcerer was aware of the special gift given exclusively to the apostles; he even wrongly thought that he could purchase such gift with money.  If priesthood was a common gift for all, why would he try to purchase such a gift?

18. Old Testament Bible references on sorcery:

a. LE 19:26  Ye shall not eat any thing with the blood: neither shall ye use enchantment, nor observe times.
b. LE 19:31  Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the LORD your God.
c. LE 20:6  And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring after them, I will even set my face against that soul, and will cut him off from among his people.
d. DE 18:9-14  When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations.  There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer.  For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee.  Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God.  For these nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of times, and unto diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thy God hath not suffered thee so to do.
e. ISA 8:19  And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead?
f. MAL 3:5  And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts.
g. MIC 5:12  And I will cut off witchcrafts out of thine hand; and thou shalt have no more soothsayers.

h. EX 22:18  Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.
i. LE 20:27  A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon them.
j. 1SA 28:6-11  And when Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets.  Then said Saul unto his servants, “Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I may go to her, and inquire of her.” And his servants said to him, “Behold, there is a woman that hath a familiar spirit at Endor.”  And Saul disguised himself, and put on other raiment, and he went, and two men with him, and they came to the woman by night: and he said, “I pray thee, divine unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring me him up, whom I shall name unto thee.”  And the woman said unto him, “Behold, thou knowest what Saul hath done, how he hath cut off those that have familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the land: wherefore then layest thou a snare for my life, to cause me to die?”  And Saul sware to her by the LORD, saying, “As the LORD liveth, there shall no punishment happen to thee for this thing.”  Then said the woman, “Whom shall I bring up unto thee?” And he said, “Bring me up Samuel.”
k. 1CH 10:13  So Saul died for his transgression which he committed against the LORD, even against the word of the LORD, which he kept not, and also for asking counsel of one that had a familiar spirit, to inquire of it.

l. 2CH 33:6 And he [Manassah] caused his children to pass through the fire in the valley of the son of Hinnom: also he observed times, and used enchantments, and used witchcraft, and dealt with a familiar spirit, and with wizards: he wrought much evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger.
19. New Testament Bible references on sorcery:

a. AC 16:16-18  And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying: The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, “These men are the servants of the most high God, which show unto us the way of salvation.”  And this did she many days.  But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, “I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came out the same hour. 

b. AC 19:19  Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.
20. Some modern uses of sorcery:

a. Reading palms, leaves, and cards

b. Astrology
c. Crystal gazing

d. Clairvoyance

e. Medicine Man or “Faith healing”
f. Shaman


Name: _____________________________________

First                                              Last                                     .             
Simon and Sorcery 
Read: Acts 8:5-24

Memorize this verse: [image: image2.png]
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· Find the words horizontally, vertically, or diagonally (forwards or backwards):

1. Name the disciple that went to Samaria to preach about Christ.
2. ____________ was a great magician in the city of _______________.

3. He ____________ and was baptized, following St. Philip.

4. Sts. _____________ and ___________ came to Samaria to lay the hands on the new believers that they might receive the Holy Spirit.
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5. Simon sought to buy the gift of the Holy ___________ with money.
6. St. Peter rebuked him, saying that his _____________ was not right in the sight of God.

7. God’s gifts and spiritual blessings cannot be bought with _________.

8. God’s gifts are given __________  of charge to be used for the glory of His Holy Name.

9. The act of obtaining a holy order through bribery is called _____________. 

10. Those who practice sorcery are empowered by _______________.






They laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.


Acts 8:17











( References were derived from:


Commentaries on the Epistle of St. James, Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty, Coptic Orthodox Christian Center, 2001, page 54


The Sacrament of Priesthood, H.G. Bishop Mattaous, Abbott of El Syrian Monastery, page 122


Priesthood, by H. H. Pope Shenouda III, COEPA, 1997, page 66


Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, New Testament V, by the Institute of Classical Christian Studies, Thomas C. Oden and Francis Martin, InterVarsity Press, 2006


Nave’s Topical Bible, Orville J. Nave, Zondervan Publishing House, 1969


Encarta Encyclopedia, Microsoft Corporation, 2003





8

