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Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel 
Objective: 

In whatever task we are trying to complete, we must always give our best effort in order for us to receive God’s blessings. 

Memory Verse: 

“So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed only a few days to him because of the love he had for her.” (Genesis 29:20) 
References: 

Genesis 29:1-30 

Introduction: 

· Review the previous lesson and verse. 

· After taking Esau’s birthright, Jacob ran away from his brother’s anger. He went far away on a long journey during which he had many difficulties, but God was with him all the way and step by step. 

Lesson Outlines: 

While on his journey, Jacob saw a well covered with a large stone in a field with three flocks of sheep lying beside it. Jacob asked the shepherds tending the sheep where they were from. They told him that they were from a town called Haran. Jacob then asked them if they knew his uncle whose name was Laban. They said that they did know him. 

In the distance, they pointed out to him that Laban’s daughter Rachel was coming. Jacob helped the shepherd roll away the stone so that the sheep could drink. Jacob then told Rachel that he was her father’s relative, and Rachel ran to tell her father. When Laban found out, he ran out to meet Jacob and took Jacob back to his house and welcomed Jacob. Jacob stayed with Laban for a month and worked for him. Laban asked him what he wanted to be paid for his work, and Jacob told him that he wanted to marry Rachel. 

Jacob told Laban that he would work for him seven years if Laban would let him marry Rachel. Laban agreed and Jacob worked for Laban seven years. At the end of the seven years, Jacob asked to marry Rachel. Laban made a feast for the wedding, but at the wedding he tricked Jacob and married him to Leah, who was Rachel’s older sister. 

Jacob then found out and asked Laban why he tricked him. Laban told him that the custom in their land was that the older daughter should get married first. Laban then asked Jacob to work for him another seven years in order to marry Rachel. Jacob agreed and worked for Laban another seven years. Finally he married Rachel, the one he loved and wanted as a wife from the beginning. 

Conclusion: 

Jacob was faithful in his work for Laban, so God gave him what he wanted. We learn from the example of Jacob that, no matter what it is we are doing, we must do it faithfully, putting forth our best effort. 

Applications: 

· We have to work hard, studying and doing our homework to get the best grades we can, so that God will bless us. 

· If our parents ask us to do something, such as help with cleaning around the house, we should do the best job we can; when God see that we are faithful in all we do, He will bless us. 





Genesis 29:1-30
Gene 29:1 (NKJV) So Jacob went on his journey and came to the land of the people of the East. 

2 And he looked, and saw a well in the field; and behold, there [were] three flocks of sheep lying by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks. A large stone [was] on the well's mouth. 

3 Now all the flocks would be gathered there; and they would roll the stone from the well's mouth, water the sheep, and put the stone back in its place on the well's mouth. 

4 And Jacob said to them, "My brethren, where [are] you from?" And they said, "We [are] from Haran." 

5 Then he said to them, "Do you know Laban the son of Nahor?" And they said, "We know him." 

6 So he said to them, "Is he well?" And they said, "[He] [is] well. And look, his daughter Rachel is coming with the sheep." 

7 Then he said, "Look, [it] [is] still high day; [it] [is] not time for the cattle to be gathered together. Water the sheep, and go and feed [them]." 

8 But they said, "We cannot until all the flocks are gathered together, and they have rolled the stone from the well's mouth; then we water the sheep." 

9 Now while he was still speaking with them, Rachel came with her father's sheep, for she was a shepherdess. 

10 And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother's brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother's brother, that Jacob went near and rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother's brother. 

11 Then Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice and wept. 

12 And Jacob told Rachel that he [was] her father's relative and that he [was] Rebekah's son. So she ran and told her father. 

13 Then it came to pass, when Laban heard the report about Jacob his sister's son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced him and kissed him, and brought him to his house. So he told Laban all these things. 

14 And Laban said to him, "Surely you [are] my bone and my flesh." And he stayed with him for a month. 

15 Then Laban said to Jacob, "Because you [are] my relative, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what [should] your wages [be]?" 

16 Now Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder [was] Leah, and the name of the younger [was] Rachel. 

17 Leah's eyes [were] delicate, but Rachel was beautiful of form and appearance. 

18 Now Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, "I will serve you seven years for Rachel your younger daughter." 

19 And Laban said, "[It] [is] better that I give her to you than that I should give her to another man. Stay with me." 

20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed [only] a few days to him because of the love he had for her. 

21 Then Jacob said to Laban, "Give [me] my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in to her." 

22 And Laban gathered together all the men of the place and made a feast. 

23 Now it came to pass in the evening that he took Leah his daughter and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. 
24 And Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah [as] a maid. 

25 So it came to pass in the morning, that behold, it [was] Leah. And he said to Laban, "What is this you have done to me? Was it not for Rachel that I served you? Why then have you deceived me?" 

26 And Laban said, "It must not be done so in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn. 

27 "Fulfill her week, and we will give you this one also for the service which you will serve with me still another seven years." 

28 Then Jacob did so and fulfilled her week. So he gave him his daughter Rachel as wife also. 

29 And Laban gave his maid Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as a maid. 

30 Then [Jacob] also went in to Rachel, and he also loved Rachel more than Leah. And he served with Laban still another seven years. 


JACOB’S MARRIAGE TO LEAH AND RACHEL

By Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty


Having enjoyed God’s peace through the ladder, Jacob hastened to Padan Aram; there he met Rachel by the well of water.  After laboring for his uncle Laban, he married his two daughters Leah and Rachel.

1- An encounter with Rachel (Verses 1 – 14)
2- Jacob serves his uncle Laban (Verses 15 – 20)
3- His marriage to Leah and Rachel (Verses 21 – 30)
1- An encounter with Rachel:

“So Jacob went on his journey, and came to the land of the people of the east.”  (Gen. 29: 1)


The vision he saw motivated him to hasten, with peace of heart, on his way to where his uncle dwelt in Padan Aram, east of Canaan.  It is as if, as our eyes are opened to see heaven and our ears enjoy God’s promises, knowing that He is with us, we hasten on our way, not to marry Leah or Rachel but, to unite with God in our Lord Jesus Christ.

“And he looked, and saw a well in the field; and behold, there were three flocks of sheep lying by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks. A large stone was on the well’s mouth.” 
(Gen 29: 2)


The three flocks of sheep lying by the well were waiting for someone to roll the large stone that covered the well’s mouth in order for all the sheep to be watered.  Jacob represents the Lord Christ, who came to the world to acquire the true Rachel, the Church of the New Testament, as His bride.  He came to the field, namely to the world, where there was a well, representing the closed Baptismal Font.  It was in need of Jacob to roll the large stone from its mouth and to reveal its secret through His coming. The three flocks lying by the well, anticipating its water and waiting for someone to roll the stone for them, are three groups of people who relied on the hope of salvation; they are: 
1- The fathers who preceded the Mosaic law, like Abel, Enoch, Abraham, Jacob, and Joseph, with those who followed their faith; then,

2- The men of the Mosaic law, who anticipated the Savior Messiah through the symbols and commandments, to be followed by 
3- The prophets whose eyes were opened to behold the true Jacob coming in the spirit of prophecy. 

In other words, these three flocks that lied by the well, waiting for the Messiah, were: The natural law, the Mosaic Law with its symbols, and the prophecies.  All sat by the well, inviting humanity to enjoy the water of Baptism, to become children of God and to enter into the heavenly Kingdom.  They were, however, unable to present these; they were pointing their fingers toward the Kingdom, anticipating the coming of the Savior, the Hope of all nations and the heavenly Groom!

“Now while he was speaking with them (the shepherds), Rachel came with her father’s sheep.... When Jacob saw Rachel ..., he rolled the stone from the well’s mout, and watered the flock of Laban, his mother’s brother. Then Jacob kissed Rachel and lifted up his voice and wept; then he told Rachel that he was her father’s relative, and that he was Rebecca’s son. So she ran and told her father ... Laban ran to meet him ... and told him, ‘Surely you are my bone and flesh’. And he stayed with him for a month.”  (Gen. 29: 9 -14)


Jacob’s conversation with  the Shepherds when the stone was on the mouth of the well refers to that of the Word of God to the men of the Old Testament in various ways, through events, symbols and prophecies, until the time was ripe for the Church of the New Testament to come.  He came forward and rolled the stone from the mouth of the well, presenting the Church with His Holy Divine Sacraments.  Rolling of the stone also reminds us of what happened on the day of His resurrection, when He was raised while the stone was still on the mouth of the grave.  He sent His Angel to roll the stone so that we might drink from the water of His resurrection, through being buried with Him and risen with Him; the apostle said, “Buried with Him in Baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.” (Colossians 2: 12).


Jacob kissed Rachel, lifted up his voice and wept ... What kiss was it but that of practical love which Jesus proclaimed when He cried out on the cross as He delivered Himself for the Church’s sake. That kiss which Rachel yearns for, saying, “Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth -- for your love is better than wine.”(Songs 1: 2)  When he told her that he was a relative of her father, this refers to His proclamation of His relationship to us through the cross; when we were reconciled, we became the children of His heavenly Father!  We entered with the Lord Christ into a relationship through the grace of His cross!  

Jacob stayed with Laban for a month.  It was the custom at that time to give hospitality for a maximum of one month, after which the guest is to be treated as one of the family; he would share with them their regular daily life, which included working for a wage.

In short, Jacob’s encounter with Rachel was different from that with the shepherds, who were sitting by the well, in the following aspects:
· He encountered her after lifting up the shadows and symbols (the large stone) to enter with her into the perfection of truth.

· He encountered her by the water to enter with her into a relationship through the secret of Baptism, in order for her to enjoy being a child of God.

· He kissed her, lifted up his voice and wept; this is the kiss of the cross, namely, that of practical love in which He delivered Himself for her sake.

· When He proclaimed Himself to her, she accepted Him and entered with Him into her father’s house.

· He stayed for a month in her father’s house, a sign of our fellowship with Him all the days of our lives, until He enters with us into His heavens.

2- Jacob serves his uncle:

 “Then Laban said to Jacob, ‘Because you are my relative, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me what your wages should be’ ... He said, ‘I will serve you seven years for Rachel your younger daughter’. So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed but a few days to him, because of the love he had for her”  (Gen. 29: 15 -- 20)


Jacob could have passed the first month as a guest, doing only very simple work.  But, as a man of strife, he put all his energy into the work so that Laban considered him indispensable. When asked about his wages, he asked for his younger daughter Rachel.  Jacob represented the Lord Christ Who descended to the world as a guest, although He is its Creator; He persisted at work in the world for the sake of the younger daughter Rachel, the Church of the New Testament, in order to acquire her as a bride for Himself.


“Leah” means faulty or blemished, probably because of her weak or delicate eyes, and

“Rachel” means a she-goat.  The true Jacob, the Lamb of God, seeks Rachel the she-goat that is sanctified by the Blood of the Lamb; meanwhile, Leah has lost her beauty because of her weak inner eyes, or her spiritual insight.


It was said about the years in which Jacob served for Rachel that “they seemed but a few days to him, because of the love he had for her.” (Gen. 29: 20) As St. Jerome says, “With love, nothing is difficult; labor is easy to him who longs for it.”

For the sake of his marriage to Rachel, Jacob worked for seven years, which seemed as a few days, and then worked for an extra seven years.  How much it is fit for us to offer ourselves at work for the sake of enjoying the Kingdom of heaven and uniting with our Lord Christ.
3- Jacob’s marriage to Leah and Rachel:


Having completed his seven years of service, Jacob demanded Rachel to be given to him as wife, since his days were fulfilled according to his uncle’s promise.  Laban made a feast, and in the evening he brought his daughter Leah to Jacob and gave her Zilpah as her maid.  In the morning, when he discovered his uncle’s deceit, Laban said,
“It must not be done in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn; Fulfill her week, and we will give you this one also for the service which you will serve with me still another seven years” (Gen. 29: 26, 27)


Jacob had deceived his father Isaac in his old age, getting his blessing instead of Esau.  Even though that was done with good intentions and for a spiritual goal, he was to be treated by the same measure he treated his father.  So, he was deceived by his uncle concerning Rachel, then he was deceived by his sons concerning Joseph; he passed most of his life with a bitter soul.


The deceit that was committed by Laban was not a difficult task; the bride used to be covered with a thick red veil during her wedding feast, and in the darkness of the evening it was not easy to recognize her.

Anyway, what occurred concerning Jacob’s marriage carried a prophetic, symbolic significance. As said by father Caesarius, Bishop of Arles, “These two women to which Jacob was married refer to two people.  Leah refers to the Jews and Rachel to the Gentiles, with Christ as a Cornerstone, connecting the two people as two walls from different directions. In Him they found eternal peace, according to the words of the apostle, ‘For He Himself is our peace, who had made both one.’ (Ephesians 2: 14)” It is noteworthy that the Lord Christ came from the tribe of Judah, who was born from Leah (Gen. 29: 35); the Lord Christ was incarnated from the Jewish nation.


The law which forbad marriage to two sisters was not yet delivered (Leviticus 18: 18).  Jacob was not seeking polygamy, having come from his father’s house to marry only one wife; in his service to Laban, he expected to be given just one wife.  As for his relationships with the maids, this was not done out of carnal lust but for the need of children, as the world at that time was sparsely populated.


Supplemental Notes( for
 Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel 
1. Jacob represents the Lord Christ, who came to the world to acquire the true Rachel, the Church of the New Testament, as His bride.  He came to the field, namely to the world, where there was a well, representing the closed Baptismal Font.  
2. The three flocks lying by the well were three groups of people who relied on the hope of salvation; they are: 

a. The fathers who preceded the Mosaic Law, like Abel, Enoch, Abraham, Jacob, and Joseph, with those who followed their faith.
b. The men of the Mosaic Law, who anticipated the Savior Messiah through symbols and commandments. 

c. The prophets whose eyes were opened to behold the true Jacob coming in the spirit of prophecy. 

3. Jacob’s conversation with  the Shepherds when the stone was on the mouth of the well refers to that of the Word of God to the men of the Old Testament in various ways, through events, symbols and prophecies, until the time was ripe for the Church of the New Testament.
4. Jacob kissed Rachel, lifted up his voice and wept; this is the kiss of practical love which Jesus proclaimed when He cried out on the cross as He delivered Himself for the Church’s sake.
5. Jacob’s encounter with Rachel was different from that with the shepherds, who were sitting by the well, in the following aspects:

a. He encountered her after lifting up the shadows and symbols (the large stone) to enter with her into the perfection of truth.

b. He encountered her by the water to enter with her into a relationship through the secret of Baptism, in order for her to enjoy being a child of God.

c. He kissed her, lifted up his voice and wept; this is the kiss of the Cross, namely, that of practical love in which He delivered Himself for her sake.

d. When He proclaimed Himself to her, she accepted Him and entered with Him into her father’s house.

e. He stayed for a month in her father’s house, a sign of our fellowship with Him all the days of our lives, until He enters with us into His heavens.

6. “Leah” means faulty or blemished, probably because of her weak or delicate eyes, and “Rachel” means a she-goat.  The true Jacob, the Lamb of God, seeks Rachel the she-goat that is sanctified by the Blood of the Lamb; meanwhile, Leah has lost her beauty because of her weak inner eyes, or her spiritual insight.
7. Leah refers to the Jews and Rachel to the Gentiles, with Christ as a Cornerstone, connecting the two people as two walls from different directions. In Him they found eternal peace, according to the words of the apostle, “For He Himself is our peace, who had made both one.” (Ephesians 2: 14) Note that the Lord Christ came from the tribe of Judah, who was born from Leah (Gen. 29: 35); the Lord Christ was incarnated from the Jewish nation.

8. Jacob had deceived his father Isaac in his old age, getting his blessing instead of Esau.  Even though that was done with good intentions and for a spiritual goal, he was to be treated by the same measure he treated his father.  So, he was deceived by his uncle concerning Rachel, then he was deceived by his sons concerning Joseph; he passed most of his life with a bitter soul.



NAME: ____________________________
first                                                  last                                                .
Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel 
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Read: Genesis 29
	So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed only a few days to him because of the love he had for her.

Genesis 29:20 
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1. Jacob’s uncle, Laban, lived in this town.
2. How many flocks of sheep were lying by the well?

3. Rachel worked as a ___________________.
4. Jacob first met Rachel at a ___________.

5. Rachel was Jacob’s _______________before she was his wife.

6. Jacob ended up marrying her first.
7. For how many years did Jacob work for Laban in order to marry Rachel?
8. Jacob was ____________________ in his work for Laban, so God gave him what he wanted.
9. Because Jacob worked very ___________ for Laban; Laban didn’t want him to leave work.

10. How many years did Jacob work for Laban?

11. In any work we do, we must always put our __________ effort to complete it.
12. Jacob loved her the most.
13. When God saw that Leah was unloved, He gave her _________________.[image: image1.emf] 

 





































































































( Notes derived from the article above, by Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty
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