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The Exile in Babylon 
Objectives: 

God hates sin.
Memory Verse: 

“God be merciful to me, a sinner.” (Luke 18:13) 
References: 

2 Kings 25 

Introduction: 

· Review the previous lesson and verse. 

· Show how the Lord was kind to His people. 

· How did the people respond to God’s kindness? 

· In the previous lessons we saw how God’s mercy and steadfast love were met with disobedience on the part of the people. In 2 Kings 25, the Scripture tells us about the story of Exile. What does the word “Exile” mean? 

· When did that Exile happen? 

Lesson Outlines: 
The Lord is Holy. He does not like sin so when people sinned, they were punished by being sent into exile. 

Zedekiah, King of Jerusalem sinned against the Lord. The people followed him and sinned. They turned aside from the Commandments of God. So the Lord punished them. There was another King in a neighboring country. What is his name? He was a great King. He was King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. 

This king came to fight the king of Jerusalem. His army got into the city. They looted the city and killed many people. They built towers around it and besieged it. The siege lasted for two years. The people in the city suffered sever hunger. They needed bread. The king of Jerusalem and a number of his soldiers fled at night. They left by way of the Royal garden, went through the gateway and fled in the direction of the Jordan Valley. But the Babylonian army pursued King Zedekiah, captured him in the plains near Jericho, and all his soldiers deserted him. Zedekiah was taken to King Nebuchadnezzar and there King Nebuchadnezzar passed sentence on him. While Zedekiah looked on, his sons were put to death. Then Nebuchadnezzar had Zedekiah’s eyes put out, placed him in chains and took him to Babylon. 

· How did the Lord punish the people when they sinned? 

· What does the word “exile” mean? What does “spiritual exile” mean? 

· Who can forgive sins? 

· What sentence was passed on the king of Jerusalem? 

The king of Babylon entered Jerusalem (what is his name?). He burnt down the temple, the palace, and the houses of all the prominent people; his soldiers tore down the city walls. He took away to Babylon the people who were left in the city. He took away all the people of Jerusalem into exile and plundered them. He sent all the people into exile, except Prophet Jeremiah. The people suffered oppression for a long time. During this long period of suffering, their hearts returned to God. They cried, “O Lord, have mercy on us … we have sinned against You. Remember Your promise and Your covenant, O Lord. When will You come back to us and have mercy on us?” We also are all sinners; let us repent and say, “O Lord, have mercy on us, sinners.”
· What did Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon do with the City of Jerusalem? 

· What did Nebuchadnezzar do with the King of Jerusalem and the people of Jerusalem? 

· What did Nebuchadnezzar do with the Temple, the King’s palace and the houses of all the people? 

· What caused all these tribulations? 

Conclusion: 

Although God is gracious, merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, yet He dislikes sin and He is righteous. He gives sinners many chances to repent and return, but when man lives in sin all of his life, the Lord punishes him; “Or do you presume upon the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience? Do you not know that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? But by your hard and impenitent heart, you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.” (Romans 2:4, 5) 

Applications: 

· Confess your sins this week to the Lord, before the priest. 

· Pray this week and say, “Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner.” Repeat this prayer several times, day and night. 

· Give the children an opportunity during the lesson or after the lesson to pray so that the Lord may forgive their sins. End your lesson with a suitable hymn such as: 

When I have sin 



To whom shall I go 

You’re merciful to me, O Lord 

I worship and pray to you 
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II Kings 25

	1
	And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his army, against Jerusalem, and encamped against it; and they built forts against it round about.

	2
	So the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah.

	3
	On the ninth day of the [fourth] month the famine was sore in the city, so that there was no bread for the people of the land.

	4
	Then a breach was made in the city, and all the men of war [fled] by night by the way of the gate between the two walls, which was by the king`s garden (now the Chaldeans were against the city round about); and [the king] went by the way of the Arabah.

	5
	But the army of the Chaldeans pursued after the king, and overtook him in the plains of Jericho; and all his army was scattered from him.

	6
	Then they took the king, and carried him up unto the king of Babylon to Riblah; and they gave judgment upon him.

	7
	And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him in fetters, and carried him to Babylon.

	8
	Now in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, which was the nineteenth year of king Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem.

	9
	And he burnt the house of Jehovah, and the king`s house; and all the houses of Jerusalem, even every great house, burnt he with fire.

	10
	And all the army of the Chaldeans, that were [with] the captain of the guard, brake down the walls of Jerusalem round about.

	11
	And the residue of the people that were left in the city, and those that fell away, that fell to the king of Babylon, and the residue of the multitude, did Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carry away captive.

	12
	But the captain of the guard left of the poorest of the land to be vinedressers and husbandmen.

	13
	And the pillars of brass that were in the house of Jehovah, and the bases and the brazen sea that were in the house of Jehovah, did the Chaldeans break in pieces, and carried the brass of them to Babylon.

	14
	And the pots, and the shovels, and the snuffers, and the spoons, and all the vessels of brass wherewith they ministered, took they away.

	15
	And the firepans, and the basins, that which was of gold, in gold, and that which was of silver, in silver, the captain of the guard took away.

	16
	The two pillars, the one sea, and the bases, which Solomon had made for the house of Jehovah, the brass of all these vessels was without weight.

	17
	The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, and a capital of brass was upon it; and the height of the capital was three cubits, with network and pomegranates upon the capital round about, all of brass: and like unto these had the second pillar with network.

	18
	And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, and Zephaniah the second priest, and the three keepers of the threshold:

	19
	and out of the city he took an officer that was set over the men of war; and five men of them that saw the king`s face, who were found in the city; and the scribe, the captain of the host, who mustered the people of the land; and threescore men of the people of the land, that were found in the city.

	20
	And Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took them, and brought them to the king of Babylon to Riblah.

	21
	And the king of Babylon smote them, and put them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah was carried away captive out of his land.

	22
	And as for the people that were left in the land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had left, even over them he made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, governor.

	23
	Now when all the captains of the forces, they and their men, heard that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah governor, they came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan the son of Kareah, and Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the son of the Maacathite, they and their men.

	24
	And Gedaliah sware to them and to their men, and said unto them, Fear not because of the servants of the Chaldeans: dwell in the land, and serve the king of Babylon, and it shall be well with you.

	25
	But it came to pass in the seventh month, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the seed royal, came, and ten men with him, and smote Gedaliah, so that he died, and the Jews and the Chaldeans that were with him at Mizpah.

	26
	And all the people, both small and great, and the captains of the forces, arose, and came to Egypt; for they were afraid of the Chaldeans.

	27
	And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, that Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he began to reign, did lift up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah out of prison;

	28
	and he spake kindly to him, and set his throne above the throne of the kings that were with him in Babylon,

	29
	and changed his prison garments. And [Jehoiachin] did eat bread before him continually all the days of his life:

	30
	and for his allowance, there was a continual allowance given him of the king, every day a portion, all the days of his life.
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Supplemental Notes on
Exile to Babylon
1) Exile was a result of sin
a) Manassah, the 14th king of Judah encouraged idolatry and persecuted those who were faithful to God; idolatry thus spread among the people.
b) He also killed many innocent people.

c) The Lord would not pardon his sin or the people’s.
2) Exile was God’s judgment on the people of Judea.
a) It is impossible to escape God’s judgment.

b) The Chaldeans (ancient Iraqis) rose against the people of Judea and took them captives.
c) Jehoiakim was made a vassal (subject) king over Judah by the Babylonians.
i) When he sinned & rebelled, a band from neighboring countries destroyed his country.

ii) Jehoiachin, his son, took his place.
d) When Jehoiachin sinned, he was taken prisoner by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon.
i) Nebuchadnezzar carried out all the treasures of the Temple, the treasures of the king’s house, and all the captains, mighty men and craftsmen.
· Among the exiled people was Ezekiel, Daniel, the three youth, Haggai, and Zechariah.

ii) Only the poor people were left to tend the land.

iii) God’s judgment fell on ministers as well as political leaders.

e) Nebuchadnezzar made Jehoiachin’s uncle king in his place and changed his name to Zedekiah.

· Zedekiah also did evil in the sight of the Lord.
3) Human interference in God’s judgment always fails.
a) A faction from the vassal leaders in Judea believed that the Egyptians would help them resist the Babylonians.
i) Egyptian Pharaoh Psamtik II had visited Palestine in 592 B.C. to re-establish diplomatic relationships.

ii) Pharaoh Hophra, who succeeded Psamtik II, was anxious to undermine Babylon’s power in Palestine.

iii) From ancient letter, it’s known that Judean military commanders had visited Egypt during this period.

b) Prophet Jeremiah was warning the people not to rebel against the Babylonians but to submit to their rule, according to God’s will.
c) King Zedekiah, however, decided to follow the advice of most of his top commanders and rebelled against Babylon.

4) God’s judgment is executed.
a) The siege of Jerusalem lasted for about 2 years; the city was cut off from food and water supply, resulting in a severe famine.
b) At the end of the siege, the Babylonian army started breaking the northern wall; king Zedekiah and his men tried to escape at night from a corridor at the south-eastern side of the city.
c) But, he was captured and his men were scattered.  Nebuchadnezzar killed Zedekiah’s sons before his eyes and then put out his eyes, a common practice done to conquered people.  The last thing Zedekiah saw was the death of his loved ones, and he carried this picture with him until his death in a Babylonian prison.
d) Nebuzardan, the Babylonian captain of the guard, carried more captives to Babylon, burned down the Temple and the king’s house, broke down the walls of Jerusalem, and carried more plunder.

· The walls of Jerusalem would remain in ruin for a century and a half.

5) Human interference in God’s judgment leads to fear and flight.
a) After Zedekiah capture, Gedaliah was made governor over Judea by the Babylonians.
b) Not satisfied with this situation, a band from Judea rose and killed Gedaliah, the new governor, along with his aides.

c) As a result, all the people, small and great, became afraid of the Chaldeans and decided to escape to Egypt.

d) Prophet Jeremiah was also carried to Egypt and settled in Tahpanhes.

6) God alone decides the end of the judgment.
a) After Nebuchadnezzar, a new Babylonian king, Evil-Merodach, decided to release king Jehoiachin of Judea from prison.
b) He spoke kindly to him and gave him prominent accommodations; Jehoiachin even ate with the king of Babylon.
c) Finally, God leaves a ray of hope and exile would not be the end of the Jews.

7) Summary:

a) Exile was a result of the people’s sins.

b) Human interference would not alter God’s judgment.

c) God decides when and how His judgment would end.

d) What other lessons should we learn from this history?
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The Exile in Babylon 
Read: 2 Kings 25

Memorize this verse: 

[image: image2.png]



[image: image1]
· Find the words horizontally, vertically, or diagonally 
(forwards or backwards):
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1. Name the king of Babylon who took the Jews into exile.
2. Who was the king of Jerusalem at the time of exile?
3. For how many years did the Chaldeans blockade Jerusalem?
4. When the king of Jerusalem was caught, the Chaldeans killed his ________, put out his _______, bound him with chains, and took him to ______________.
5. The Chaldeans burned the House of the _________, the palace of the __________, and all the great houses; they also broke down the _______ around Jerusalem.
6. The Chaldeans took captive all the people of Jerusalem, except some of the ___________ people and _____________ the prophet.
7. We should repent and _________ our sins regularly, so God’s _________ would be lifted away and His mercy would abide with us.
























God be merciful to me, a sinner.


Luke 18:13
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