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Elisha Brings the Shunammite’s Son to Life 
Objective: 
Emphasizing the power of God in his saints 

Memory Verse: 
“I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live” (John 11:25) 
References: 
· 2 Kings 4 

· “The Life of Elisha,” Nagi Fawzy 

Introduction: 
· Review the previous lesson and verse. 

· In ancient times, before Jesus was born, God dealt with His people through His holy prophets. Through them, He showed His power. The people saw their works and glorified God. For example, Elisha was able to purify the water of Jericho. There is another great miracle which God made by the hands of Elisha. 

Lesson Outlines: 
Shunem was one of the towns that Elisha served. There was a great, rich and pious woman living in Shunem. Her husband owned a large land and many reapers worked for him. Whenever Elisha went to that town, this lady used to invite him to her house saying, “Please come to our house, honor us, bless us and eat food.” Because of her simplicity, he answered her call and accepted her invitation. As a model minister, Elisha used to visit the towns he had visited again and again. He visited the patients, comforted those in grief, prayed for them, preached them and solved their problems, but he had nowhere to dwell in, neither in Shunem nor in any other town. 
· What is the name of the town? 

· What is the name of the prophet? 

· Where did he spend the night? 

One day, the woman said to her husband, “Let us make a small roof chamber so that whenever he comes to us, he can go in there.” Her husband agreed and they made a small roof chamber and put there for him a bed, a table, a chair and a lamp (Discuss why and what was each used for). 

When the prophet Elisha came there, they showed him the roof chamber, and the prophet thanked them. He used to turn into the chamber and rest there (God liked the Shunammite’s house). Elisha wanted to reward the woman so he said to his servant Gehazi, “What is to be done for that woman?” The prophet knew that she had no son, so he said to Gehazi, “Call this Shunammite,” and Gehazi called her. The woman stood before him at the door, and the following conversation ran between them: 

· Elisha: Peace be with you. 

· The woman: Peace and grace be with you. 

· Elisha: You have taken all this trouble for us... 

· The woman:  There is no trouble at all. We are pleased to have you among us. 

· Elisha: What is to be done for you? How shall we reward you? 

· The woman: Thanks be to God. We need nothing. We are satisfied with what we have. 

· Elisha: At this season, when the time comes around, you shall have a son. 

· The woman: How can this be? My husband is old. 

· Elisha: Do you have faith? 

· The woman:  I believe that what you say will come true through your prayers, O man of God. 

After a year, God gave her a son. The boy grew up, and he used to go to the field with his father. He went out one day to his father among the reapers. The reapers were busy gathering the crops. It was very hot and the boy could not bear the heat of the sun. He suffered sunstroke. He felt giddy. He was very tired. He went to his father; “My head...My head.” The father said to his servant, “Carry the boy to his mother.” 

The mother embraced her son, kissed him, put him on her lap. He had a fever; he wept. The mother prayed, “God, have mercy ... O God, I did not ask for children ...” The boy became cold; he stopped breathing. The boy died! “Thy will be done, O Lord.” The mother went up and laid the boy on the bed of the man of God in the roof chamber. She knelt down beside the bed and prayed, “O Lord, I had no son, and through the prayers of Elisha, your holy man, you gave me this child. The child is dead but you can bring him back to life. I thank You O Lord on every condition, in every condition and for all conditions, Amen.” 

· What caused the boy’s illness? 

· What was the result? 

· What did the Shunammite woman do? 

She knew that the man of God was at Mount Carmel. She went to him. When he saw her coming, he sent Gehazi to her to ask her what she wanted. Gehazi said to her, “Is it well with you?” and she said, “It is well.” “Is it well with your husband?” he asked and she said, “It is well.” “Is it well with your child?” he asked, and she said, “It is well.” 

She was a woman with great faith. The woman drew near to the man of God. She dismounted from the donkey and knelt down to the ground before him. The man of God looked at her face, and he felt that she was in bitter distress. She told him what happened in brief. The man of God expressed his sorrow for that severe trouble. He ordered his servant Gehazi to go to her house. He said to him, “Take my staff in your hand, gird up your loins and go. If you meet anyone. do not salute him. Lay my staff upon the face of the child.” 

But the Shunammite woman insisted that the man of God would go with her and he did so. Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff upon the face of the child, but there was no sound or sign of life. Therefore he returned to meet him and told him, “The child has not awakened.” 

· Why did the woman go to the man of God? 

· What did Gehazi do? 

When Elisha was on his way to her house he prayed, “O Lord, glorify your name.” He arrived at the house. He prayed... The boy is dead. He was perplexed... “O Lord, you are the Almighty God. You can do everything... Glorify your name... Bring the soul of this boy back to his body so that this family may believe in you, Amen.” Elisha went up and laid upon the child, putting his mouth on his mouth, his eyes upon his eyes, his hands upon his hands. He stretched himself upon him. This case needed struggle and seemed difficult. The child’s body became warm. The prophet got up and walked in the house, praying, crying to the Lord and repeating the same words. Then he went up again and stretched himself upon the child. The child sneezed seven times.  How wonderful! The child opened his eyes. Thanks be to God. The child stood up. 

The miraculous deed was performed. God answered Elisha’s prayer and the Scripture says, “I am the resurrection... The Lord is God.” He thanked God, then summoned Gehazi and said, “Call the woman.” The woman came in. She saw the child alive. She was very happy. “Carry your son; your son is alive,” the prophet said. The woman fell at his feet, bowing to the ground. She thanked God. She kissed Prophet Elisha’s hands. She carried her son, kissed him and she glorified God through Elisha, the holy man. Her faith was great. 

· What did the woman do when her son died? 

· What were the questions that Gehazi said to the woman and what were her answers? 

· How did the woman honor the man of God? 

· Who can complete this verse: “I am the resurrection…”
Conclusion: 
The only son of the Shunammite woman died. She left him in his bed and went to the Prophet Elisha who said to her, “Is it well with you? Is it well with your husband? Is it well with the child?” And she answered, “It is well.” This is the peace of faith, which no one can remove from the hearts of the faithful whatever the circumstances may be. 

Applications: 
· Pray for (so and so) who is ill; visit him. Ask the priest to visit him and pray for him and anoint him with oil. Pray and say, “O Lord, I pray you heel my friend (so and so).” 

· Answer the following questions: Where do you find the story of the Shunammite woman in the Bible? Write the text. 

· Complete the following: Jesus said, “I …… and …… and he who …… though …… yet shall he live.” 




II Kings 4:8-37
	8
	And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a great woman; and she constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread.

	9
	And she said unto her husband, Behold now, I perceive that this is a holy man of God, that passeth by us continually.

	10
	Let us make, I pray thee, a little chamber on the wall; and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, and a seat, and a candlestick: and it shall be, when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither.

	11
	And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and he turned into the chamber and lay there.

	12
	And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shunammite. And when he had called her, she stood before him.

	13
	And he said unto him, Say now unto her, Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this care; what is to be done for thee? wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the host? And she answered, I dwell among mine own people.

	14
	And he said, What then is to be done for her? And Gehazi answered, Verily she hath no son, and her husband is old.

	15
	And he said, Call her. And when he had called her, she stood in the door.

	16
	And he said, At this season, when the time cometh round, thou shalt embrace a son. And she said, Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto thy handmaid.

	17
	And the woman conceived, and bare a son at that season, when the time came round, as Elisha had said unto her.

	18
	And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, that he went out to his father to the reapers.

	19
	And he said unto his father, My head, my head. And he said to his servant, Carry him to his mother.

	20
	And when he had taken him, and brought him to his mother, he sat on her knees till noon, and then died.

	21
	And she went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, and shut [the door] upon him, and went out.

	22
	And she called unto her husband, and said, Send me, I pray thee, one of the servants, and one of the asses, that I may run to the man of God, and come again.

	23
	And he said, Wherefore wilt thou go to him to-day? it is neither new moon nor sabbath. And she said, It shall be well.

	24
	Then she saddled an ass, and said to her servant, Drive, and go forward; slacken me not the riding, except I bid thee.

	25
	So she went, and came unto the man of God to mount Carmel. And it came to pass, when the man of God saw her afar off, that he said to Gehazi his servant, Behold, yonder is the Shunammite:

	26
	run, I pray thee, now to meet her, and say unto her, Is it well with thee? is it well with thy husband? is it well with the child? And she answered, It is well.

	27
	And when she came to the man of God to the hill, she caught hold of his feet. And Gehazi came near to thrust her away; but the man of God said, Let her alone: for her soul is vexed within her; and Jehovah hath hid it from me, and hath not told me.

	28
	Then she said, Did I desire a son of my lord? did I not say, Do not deceive me?

	29
	Then he said to Gehazi, Gird up thy loins, and take my staff in thy hand, and go thy way: if thou meet any man, salute him not; and if any salute thee, answer him not again: and lay my staff upon the face of the child.

	30
	And the mother of the child said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And he arose, and followed her.

	31
	And Gehazi passed on before them, and laid the staff upon the face of the child; but there was neither voice, nor hearing. Wherefore he returned to meet him, and told him, saying, The child is not awaked.

	32
	And when Elisha was come into the house, behold, the child was dead, and laid upon his bed.

	33
	He went in therefore, and shut the door upon them twain, and prayed unto Jehovah.

	34
	And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands: and he stretched himself upon him; and the flesh of the child waxed warm.

	35
	Then he returned, and walked in the house once to and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon him: and the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes.

	36
	And he called Gehazi, and said, Call this Shunammite. So he called her. And when she was come in unto him, he said, Take up thy son.

	37
	Then she went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed herself to the ground; and she took up her son, and went out.



THE SON OF THE SHUNAMMITE WOMAN(
Reference: 2 Kings 4:16-37 

Golden Verses: 

Lesson Goals:

1. God is merciful.
2. God listens to the heart of His servants.

Geography:

Shunem was a place belonging to the tribe of Issachar (cf. Joshua 19:18).
It was the home of the otherwise nameless woman about whom this lesson is centered. It is a rich and fertile section of Palestine north of Jezreel (means God soweth), at the foot of Little Hermon (in the range of Hermon, i.e. Sacred Mountain).

Text:

1. A woman who intuitively  knew Elisha was a holy man (prophet) v.9
2. A woman who had a blessed relationship with her husband. He obeyed her request and respected her counsel. v.10
3. Her almsgiving, hospitality to strangers, came to God as a sweet aroma of sacrifice, and the prophet’s servant Gehazi spoke on behalf of her barren womb (fruitlessness). [cf. Irony of name given to woman, Shunammite, which was fertile ground, and her own condition v.12-16A]
4. A son was given her in spite of her initial disbelief v. 16-17
5. The child of the Shunammite woman dies v. 18-20
6. The child is placed in the bed chamber of the prophet v.21
7. The woman seeks the prophet v.22-27
8. The woman pleads for the restoration of her only son v.28
9. The prophet sends his servant to no avail v.29-31
10. The prophet cures her son v. 32-36
11. The woman venerates the prophet v. 37 

Spiritual Notes:

It was not the will of God to forego the dignity of His prophet. The woman stayed clutching the feet of the man of God, even though he had sent his servant with the staff. This was to reaffirm her faith in God’s chosen.

Supplemental Notes for

Elisha Brings the Shunammite’s Son to Life
1. The Shunammite woman served the Lord.

1. How do you serve the Lord?

2. The woman hosted Elisha for a blessing.

3. God rewarded the woman for her service. How?

4. God honors those who serve him; Elisha & the Shunammite woman are examples.

2. In times of crisis, we turn to the Lord first.

1. The woman did not reveal her crisis to anyone but Elisha (the man of God).

2. She hid the child in the upper room and told everyone “all is well.”

3. The Sacrament of Anointing the Sick should be utilized when we get sick.
· “If anyone sick among you, let him call for the priests of the Church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.  And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up.  And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.” James 5:15

3. The Shunammite woman’s great faith made the miracle possible.

1. She hid her dead son and told everyone “all is well.”

2. She traveled over 15 miles to tell Elisha first.
3. What would have happened if she had told the people about her dead son before she told Elisha?
4. She did not want people’s unbelief to influence her belief, when they start lamenting.
4. Why does God allow crises in our lives?

1. Didn’t He give the Shunammite woman a son?  Why did He take him away?

2. Crises help us grow in spirit and in faith; to grow “spiritual muscles.”

5. Death in the New Testament vs. the Old Testament:

1. We believe in the resurrection; Jesus Christ said, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me though he may die yet shall he live.”

2. “We look for the life of the world to come.” Orthodox Creed

3. The Shunammite woman’s son was resurrected to die again.  Our life on earth is temporary; it’s as “a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.” James 4:14
4. “If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord.  Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.” Romans 14:8

6. Some Doctrines & Dogma:

1. Elisha (the man of God) represents Priesthood in the Old Testament. 
· Why couldn’t the Shunammite woman help herself?

2. This story clarifies the meaning of Intercession.

· Elisha interceded on behalf of the woman.

3. Sanctification of materials; for example, holy water, oil, etc.

· Elisha’s staff

· Elisha stretching his body on the child

· Elisha’s bones raising the dead


 Name: _____________________________________

First                                              Last                                     .             
Elisha Raises the Shunammite’s Son
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Read: 2 Kings 4
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· Find the words horizontally, vertically, or diagonally (forwards or backwards):
1. What’s the name of the Bible Book where we can find the story of the Shunamite woman?
2. What’s the name of the town where this woman lived?

3. What’s the name of Elisha’s servant?

4. The family built for Elisha a small upper room and put in it a bed, a table, a chair, and a ___________.

5. In return for her great hospitality, Elisha promised that the woman would have a ________ within a year.

6. The woman’s child had bad sunstroke and he _________.

7. Immediately, she saddled a donkey and went to Elisha at Mount ____________.

8. When Elisha’s servant met her on the way and asked about her child’s condition, she replied, “It is ________.”

9. Elisha ___________ to the Lord and stretched himself out on the child several times.

10. The child’s flesh became warm, and he opened his eyes and _____________ seven times.

11. Elisha was able to do this great miracle because of the woman’s strong _____________.

12. Who said the memory verse for this lesson?
I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.


John 11:25








( Preparer unknown; if you know the person who prepared this outline, please inform us.
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