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Aaron’s Rod 
Objective: 

· Children should show reverence for our fathers the priests and pray for them so that the Lord may help them care for us. 

Memory Verse: 

“He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.” (Matthew 10:40) 
References: 

· Numbers 17 

· “Explanations of the Book of Numbers,” Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty 

· The Sacraments of the Church 

Introduction: 

· Review the previous lesson and verse. 

· Prepare some vestments, pictures, a model of the Ark of the Covenant, some sticks, etc. as visual aids. 

· Ask questions about the awesome Ark of the Covenant, its plagues, its blessings, and its carriers. 

· Ask who Aaron was and what was his job.
· Ask questions about who baptized us, who gives us communion and the difference between a priest and a deacon who reads the Holy Bible and the Epistles. 

Lesson Outlines: 

Some persons in the Old Testament desired to become priests. They rebelled against Moses and Aaron (What did they say?) Those who rebelled were Korah, Dathan, Abiran and 250 other leaders. They rebelled against the leadership of Moses and Aaron. When Moses heard this, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, then he said, “Tomorrow morning, the Lord will show us who belongs to Him. Take fire pans, put live coal and incense in them, and take them to the altar. Then we will see which of us the Lord has chosen.” They all went home… What do you think people said that night? “May Moses win victory over those wicked people… O Lord, punish those wicked people, etc.”
· What are the names of the rebels? 

· Against whom did they rebel? Why? 

· What did Moses do? 

· What did Moses arrange so that the Lord might declare His desire? 

Next morning, the rebels came carrying censers. All the people assembled to see what would happen. Moses and Aaron prayed, “O Lord, solve this problem.” Every man took his fire pan and put live coal and incense in it. The ground shook under them. They all cried in fear. The earth split under them and swallowed them.  The others ran away in great fear. They searched for the rebels, but they were under the ground. The Lord honored Moses and Aaron. 

· What happened in the early morning? 

· How did the Lord declare His will? 

The Lord wanted to show the people that He had chosen Moses and Aaron. He ordered the leaders of the community to give Moses twelve sticks, one from the leader of each tribe, and to write each man’s name on his stick. Aaron also did so. The Lord said to Moses, “The stick of the man I have chosen will sprout.” Moses then put all the sticks in the Tent, in front of the Lord’s Ark of the Covenant. The next day, when Moses went into the Tent, he saw that Aaron’s stick had sprouted. It had budded, blossomed, and produced ripe almonds. How did that happen? In no time; without water or soil! It was a miraculous deed. They all showed respect to Aaron, came to kiss his hand and ask him to forgive them and pray for them.  We now do the same when we kiss the hand of the priest; he holds Christ’s Body in his hands, preaches us, receives our confessions and prays for us. 

Conclusion: 

The rod is a symbol of St. Mary the Virgin who conceived Christ without human seed. Let us take Christ into our hearts and our lives and let us always ask for the intercession of His kind mother. 

Applications: 

· Go to confession, receive the Holy Communion and pray for our priests that the Lord may help them serve us. 

· Complete the following: When ……, …… and …… rebelled against …… and ……, the Lord declared that He had chosen Aaron when his …… sprouted. 

· Read Numbers 15 

· Children study Matthew 5:1-12 





Numbers 17

And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:

"Speak to the children of Israel, and get from them a rod from each father's house, all their leaders according to their fathers' houses-twelve rods. Write each man's name on his rod.

"And you shall write Aaron's name on the rod of Levi, for there shall be one rod for the head of each father's house.

"Then you shall place them in the tabernacle of meeting before the Testimony, where I meet with you.

"And it shall be that the rod of the man whom I choose will blossom; thus I will rid Myself of the complaints of the children of Israel, which they make against you."

So Moses spoke to the children of Israel, and each of their leaders gave him a rod apiece, for each leader according to their fathers' houses, twelve rods; and the rod of Aaron was among their rods.

And Moses placed the rods before the Lord in the tabernacle of witness.

Now it came to pass on the next day that Moses went into the tabernacle of witness, and behold, the rod of Aaron, of the house of Levi, had sprouted and put forth buds, had produced blossoms and yielded ripe almonds.

Then Moses brought out all the rods from before the Lord to all the children of Israel; and they looked, and each man took his rod.

And the Lord said to Moses, "Bring Aaron's rod back before the Testimony, to be kept as a sign against the rebels, that you may put their complaints away from Me, lest they die."

Thus did Moses; just as the Lord had commanded him, so he did.

So the children of Israel spoke to Moses, saying, "Surely we die, we perish, we all perish!

"Whoever even comes near the tabernacle of the Lord must die. Shall we all utterly die?"




Aaron’s Staff (
1. We can also learn from other sources how awesome the dignity of the priesthood was. Indeed, there was a day when some wicked and evil men revolted against Aaron, quarreled with him over his position in the community and tried to drive him from his leadership. Moses, the mildest of men, wanted to persuade them by the facts themselves that he had not brought Aaron to the leadership because he was a brother, relative or member of his family but that it was in obedience to God’s decree that he had entrusted the priesthood to him… So the Lord of nature used leaves instead of letters to teach them that He had again elected Aaron. (St. John Chrysostom)

2. In the book of the prophet Scripture says, “Take up for yourself a rod from a nut tree.” (Jer 1:11) Consider the reason why the Lord said this to the prophet. For indeed, what was written is not inconsequential, since also in the Pentateuch we read that the priest Aaron’s staff, cut from a nut tree, blossomed when it had been put away for some time. Now it seems to mean that prophetic or priestly authority ought to be direct, so that it urges not so much what is enjoyable as what is beneficial. (St. Ambrose)

3. For that reason, too, [God] Himself chose Aaron as priest, in order that not human cupidity but the grace of God would be the preponderant force in choosing the priest. It would not be a voluntary offering or one’s own assumption but a heavenly vocation. The one who can suffer on behalf of sinners may offer gifts on behalf of sins, because “even He Himself,” Scripture says, “bears infirmity.” No one should assume the honor for himself but be called by God, just as Aaron was. In this way, even Christ did not claim the priesthood but received it. (St. Ambrose)

4. St. Paul came to preach the cross of the Lord, an oak that is always verdant… For the life of the patriarch and the preaching of the apostle are always verdant in the heart of each man, and the speech of the saints shines brightly with the splendor of the precepts of salvation, like silver tried by the fire. (St. Ambrose)

5. Just as Aaron’s rod sprouted among the Jewish people, so the cross of Christ flowered among the Gentiles. However, since Christ is the true High Priest, as we have often said, He is the only One whose rod of the Cross not only sprouted but also blossomed and produced the fruit of the believers. (Caesarius of Arles)

6. Almonds are nuts, brethren. This fruit is bitter indeed in its first covering, is protected and defended by the second, but in the third part [it] feeds and nourishes whoever eats it. Such then is knowledge of the law and the prophets in Christ’s Church. The first appearance of the letter is quite bitter, because it commands circumcision of the flesh, enjoins sacrifices and ordains other things which are designated as the killing letter. Throw away all these things as the bitter shell of the nut. In the second place, you will come to the protective covering, in which is indicated moral doctrine or the idea of self-restraint. This is necessary for the protection of what is kept inside but doubtless must sometimes be broken and destroyed. For example, fasting and chastisement of the body are no doubt necessary as long as we are in this corruptible body which is subject to suffering… Thus then that rather hard covering of the nut seems to be a means of self-control at present that will not be sought later. Third, you will find hidden as in the nut the secret meaning of the mysteries of God’s wisdom and knowledge. With these, holy souls are nourished and fed not only in the present life but also in the future one. This is that priestly fruit concerning which it is promised to those “who hunger and thirst for justice, for they shall be satisfied.” (Caesarius of Arles)


Bible Commentaries on 
NUMBERS CHAPTER 17

By Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty

AARON'S ROD

1. Since some of the people wanted to extort the priesthood by revolting against Moses and Aaron, God confirmed His choice of Aaron as the High Priest in a tangible way, to set him apart from false priesthood (Heb 5:4). Moses took a rod from each tribe and wrote on it the name of its leader; hence, these rods were symbols of leadership and paternity for each tribe. As for the rod of Levi, he wrote on it Aaron's name.  Each time it was brought before the Tabernacle, it germinated, sprouted blossoms and produced almonds. Hence, the suspicions that Korah and his followers had for Aaron, along with the revolts of the people, were transformed to praise for Aaron and confirmation of his selection. God Himself declared His divine choice, and the rod became a symbol of the crucifixion of the Lord of glory, who made a fruitful group of Gentiles (the desiccated Rod) become living members in the New Testament Church.  It also symbolizes the Virgin Mary who presented us with Christ our Lord, the Divine Fruit and Life-Giver.

2. The almonds are a symbol for the word of God, the appetizing spiritual food.  It has an outer bitter shell (the literal meaning of the word). It has another brittle shell (the ethical meaning with respect to honesty).  Then, there is the inner almond (the spiritual or the deep meaning by which we meet Christ the Word).

3. The moisture of the rod that germinated almonds points out to the believers that by faith our souls are set free from a state of death to life. The leaves refer to the new life or the second birth.  The flowers refer to the life of continuous growth after the spiritual birth.  And the almonds refer to the fruitful results that are reflected in the lives of others. Therefore, we conclude that the believer passes through four phases: the root (beginning of life), the leaves, the flowers, and the fruit. This correlates to St. John's words in I John 2: “I write to you, children … I write to you, teenagers … I write to you, youth … I write to you, fathers …”
4. Placing the rod before the testimony serves to remind Aaron and his sons that whatever they are granted is a gift from God, so they should not become arrogant.  It also reminds the people that they should not grumble against the priests. Also, the rod is a symbol of Divine incarnation.

NAME: ____________________________
first                                                  last                                                .
Aaron’s Rod
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Read: Numbers 17
	He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.
Matthew 10:40



 
1. Complete the following: 
When ______________, _____________ and ______________ rebelled against _________ and ____________, the Lord declared that He had chosen Aaron when his ______________ sprouted. 

2. The rod of Aaron is a symbol of _______________________ and also a symbol of the crucifixion of _______________________.
3. This story teaches us that ____________ wants us to respect __________________.

4. Almond is a symbol of

a. St. Mary



b. Peace

c. Priesthood

d. God’s word

e. Prophets
5. Why did God perform this miracle?

a. To show off His power

b. People complained against priests
c. To fill Moses & Aaron with pride

d. To confirm Priesthood

e. b & d
6. Aaron’s rod is mentioned during the 

a. Liturgy

b. Midnight Praises (Tasbeha)

c. Raising of Incense

d. Liturgy of blessing the water

e. Lord’s feasts

7. Where did God tell Moses to put Aaron’s rod?[image: image1.emf] 

 





































































































( Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, Old Testament V, by the Institute of Classical Christian Studies, Thomas C. Oden and Marco Conti, 2008, InterVarsity Press
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