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A Conference: “Christianity and Violence”

Objective:

· Training students in living a Christian life marked by meekness and devoid of cowardice, subjugation or humiliation

Memory Verse:

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God” (Matthew 5:9).

References:

· The life of Jesus Christ

· The life of St. Paul

· The life of John the Baptist

· Bible verses which clarify the absence of contradiction between meekness and strictness or firmness. We need to train our children to abstain from practicing violence in their lives and to face its different forms with meekness that befits the children of saints.

· The following are some of the references that might be used during the discussion: Matthew12:18-20; 26:51-53; Luke 9:54-56.

Lesson Outline:

I. Christian Youth and Violence

· Psychological studies underline the tendency of violence in most youth, especially in males. This is compatible with the surging instincts in their bodies and the ambitions filling their beings, as well as their ultimate requirements and the tendency to seek to fulfill them at whatever cost.

· However, Christian youth pose an opinion about violence drawn from the attitude of Jesus Christ Himself, Who rejects violence in all its aspects.

II. The Teachings of Jesus Concerning Violence

· Our Lord rejected violence, for He said, “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth” (Matthew 5:5). He also preached and said, “Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called sons of God” (Matthew 5:9).

· Again, He said, “Whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn to him the other also” (Matthew 5:39). To His apostles, He said, “I send you as sheep in the midst of wolves, therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves” (Matthew 10:16).

· St. John Chrysostom comments upon this saying, “You can be a savage wolf and unwilling to be meek as sheep, but you cannot be of Christ’s fold because He is the shepherd of sheep and not of wolves.”

· Jesus rejected violence in His life. When He was interrogated by the religious leader of the Jews, the latter asked Him about His disciples and His teachings. Jesus courageously answered that He taught in public. At that point, one of the soldiers hit Jesus, according to the gospel of St. John, and said to Him, “Do You answer the high priest like that?” Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why do you strike Me?” (John 18:22-23). 
It is important to stop for a while and meditate on the words of Jesus. Jesus did not turn the other cheek to the soldier who hit Him; neither did He reveal any sign of humiliation, subjugation, or depression in His reaction. However, He did put an end to the man’s aggression by using a tone characterized by meekness and manliness, as well as being awesome and sublime. This underlines that meekness of a Christian is not due to cowardice but rather to forgiveness arising from spiritual ability and power. These characteristics enable a Christian to overcome his own weakness and physical nature. When the Lord was crucified, He faced the worst form of hatred with ultimate love when He spoke aloud on the Cross and prayed on behalf of His murderers.

III. The Church at the Time of the Apostles is a Practical Model of Meekness


The early Christians followed the model set by their Teacher (Matthew 11:29). Consequently, they did not revolt against their persecutors. In fact, they achieved the biggest spiritual revolution by offering a testimony of blood without any hatred. For example, Saint Barbara prayed for the governor and her father who commanded that she be made to suffer. Philemon and Apollonius also prayed for the governor, Arianos of Ansana. Upon their martyrdom, the latter took dust from their graves and rubbed his ailing eyes and they were instantly healed. Thus, he was transformed from a cruel persecutor to a great martyr.

IV. Why Does Christianity Reject Violence?

· Violence is against love, since it considers a person like an object that should be destroyed rather than someone who should be respected.

· Violence is weakness because it fears others, while meekness is strength and love is power and perfection.

· Violence disregards man’s humanity, while Christianity strengthens it and opposes contempt for others.

· Violence involves pride since it involves exaggerated self-confidence, while the meek tolerates dissention and listens to others.

V. Does Society Reject Violence?


Yes, civilized societies reject violent actions and consider those who react with hostile attacks as savage. Consequently, society judges and condemns both the aggressor and the violent defender.

VI. Why Meekness?


Because by facing violence with meekness, we allow love to enter the heart of the violent through our own living testimony of true love.

VII. Christian Meekness Implies True Power

· Christian meekness is not due to wavering, for it does not oppose security, firmness or steadfastness in standing for the truth. Strictness is required to shake our hardened consciences.

· Jesus was firm without bearing any hatred in many instances (check Matthew 17:17; John 3:13-16).

· Meekness does not mean making compromises, bargaining with evil or making peace with the wicked because it arises from love and truth.

· Dear youth, let all your energy, keenness, jealousy and ambition be blessed and sanctified by the Holy Spirit. May the only violence you experience be the violence of love and testimony to the truth.

Applications:

· Train students to practice meekness in their family life as well as at school and in national service.

· Train students to praise meekness and to prefer it to cruelty and violence.

· Record this conference in the magazine of the parish as a useful practical reference to all youth.




Matthew 12:18-20

	18
	"Behold! My Servant whom I have chosen, My Beloved in whom My soul is well pleased! I will put My Spirit upon Him, And He will declare justice to the Gentiles.

	19
	He will not quarrel nor cry out, Nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets.

	20
	A bruised reed He will not break, And smoking flax He will not quench, Till He sends forth justice to victory


Matthew 26:51-53

	51
	And suddenly, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword, struck the servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear.

	52
	But Jesus said to him, "Put your sword in its place, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword.

	53
	"Or do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me with more than twelve legions of angels?


Luke 9:54-56

	54
	And when His disciples James and John saw this, they said, "Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?"

	55
	But He turned and rebuked them, and said, "You do not know what manner of spirit you are of.

	56
	"For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives but to save them." And they went to another village.






VIOLENCE(

Nobody likes violence. People hate it; they flee from it and from those who are violent. At the same time, they love gentleness, kindness and tenderness.


If an objective is reached through violence, its achievement is temporary. Once the violence goes away, such attainment disappears. Therefore, many violent persons continue in this manner all their life. They fear failure if they leave their violence. At the same time, they fear others' revenge and anger.

Violence has been the weapon of dictators in all ages. It is also the weapon of terrorists, the rebellious and the cruel. They deal with the will of the people, not with their hearts. They force others to do things by controlling their will, although their hearts might not be satisfied and their minds not convinced. Therefore, if reformation takes place, it will be just on the outside. Real reformation originates from inside the heart.

This also applies to morals. Violence does not build manners; it is a false appearance.

Violence could result from being subject to a regime or respecting the law, but it never establishes a pure heart that loves goodness. In this case, by submission to violence, one could change into two persons: an outer person with the appearance of piety while the inner person is a lover of sin. He could change to form the picture that Jesus described: "For you are like white washed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness." (Matt. 23:27)


God himself said, "My son, give me your heart." (Prov. 23:26) God wants the heart, not the outside appearance. Therefore, one's goodness is measured by the extent of one's love and conviction of what is good. If a person loves what is good, he will do it without any pressure from outside violence, without fear and without seeking a reward, praise or payment of any kind.

Jesus called for goodness without violence. He never forced people to do what is good but to love doing it. It becomes a desire that dwells inside their hearts and feelings, without being compelled to do it. The Lord did not want slaves who walk in fear.

How insignificant is the good that is done through violence.


VIOLENCE OR FIRMNESS(

Many, in their behavior, mix violence and firmness. Firmness is acceptable when needed but violence is disliked.

When Rehoboam consulted the elders and the young men, the elders advised him to take a gentle and good stand while the young men advised him to be violent. He followed the suggestion of violence, lost much and the kingdom scattered. (1 Kin. 12:6). And so the policy of violence that Rehoboam followed failed.


God stood up against the violence of Pharoah. Owing to this violence, the people's cry was heard by God and He saved them.


Esau and Jacob were brothers. Esau was a model of violence while Jacob was gentle and quiet. The Bible says that God loved Jacob, even before his birth.

A violent person might have cruelty in the heart, but the gentle is always distinguished by compassion, love and kindness.


A violent person might have inner pride supporting his violence. As for the gentle, he is usually humble in his ways.


God praised gentleness and humility by saying, "...and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart." (Matt. 11:29).


Violence could enable you to control people by force and silence them. But it will never make you gain their love.


It is fit to use violence to control the evil that needs to be curbed for fear of harming others. But it is not fit to use it in dealing with those who are quiet and gentle. Violence also fails completely with those who are sensitive.


Violence is the last resort of the wise, when all other quiet means fail. There is a big difference between "a violent person" with whom violence becomes part of his nature and another person who is generally quiet but turns to violence for necessity, when nothing else works. This is called firmness.
Sometimes, there is firmness with violence...


 NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
Christianity and Violence 
	Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

Matthew 5:9
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Because Jesus wasn'
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