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Orthodox Church History
Objective: 
· To learn about the Orthodox Church as an apostolic and an original Church
· To understand the difference between the Chalcedonian and non-Chalcedonian churches
Memory Verse: 

“All scriptures is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine” (2 Timothy 3:16).

References: 

· “Introduction to the Coptic Orthodox Church,” Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty 

· “The Story of Christianity - A Celebration of 2000 Years of Faith,” Michael Collins
Introduction: 


The Orthodox Church is the oldest church in Christianity. On the other hand, it is new to most North Americans. It is the second largest body in Christianity with close to 225 million people worldwide. Her history can be traced in unbroken continuity all the way back to Christ and the apostles. The faith of this church has been protected by millions of martyrs along the history; she has often been called “the Church of the Martyrs.” 

Lesson Outline: 


For the first 450 years, the Church was essentially one unit. Five historic Patriarchal centers - Jerusalem, Antioch, Rome, Alexandria and Constantinople - formed a cohesive whole and were in full communion with each other. An important division took place in 45l AD during the Council of Chalcedon. Then, in 454 AD, the Roman Patriarch pulled away from the other four, pursuing his long-developing claim of universal headship of the Church. 

I. The Main Events in Church History 
· 29 AD: Pentecost
· 49 AD: Council at Jerusalem (Acts 15) - Dispute about the circumcision of the gentiles is resolved. St. James presided as bishop. 

· 61 AD: St. Mark’s arrival in Egypt and the beginning of Christianity, when Anianus the cobbler believed in Christ
· 68 AD: The martyrdom of St. Mark in Egypt

· 70 AD: The destruction of Jerusalem and its temple by the Roman emperor Titus, after 4 years of Jewish rebellion against the Roman Empire; today, only the Western Wall of the temple remains
· 100 AD: The apostolic age and the first period of the Christian Church ends
· 249 AD: The beginning of vicious persecution against the Christians at the time of Decius; yet, by the end of the second century, Christianity has spread across much of the Roman Empire

· 300 AD: The great persecution during Diocletian and Galerius era; several Christian communities and villages were wiped out in Africa, Egypt and Palestine

· 313 AD: Constantine the Great issued the “Edict of Milan,” granting freedom of worship to all religions, and the first church was built. 

· 251-356 AD: St. Anthony started monasticism in Egypt, which subsequently spread to the whole world. 

· 590 AD: In the East, Muslims pushed westward, ending Christian dominance in North Africa and Palestine, the birthplace of Christianity. 

· 1517AD: Martin Luther started the Protestant reformation. 

II. The Council of Chalcedon 451 AD 


The Oriental Orthodox Churches, including the Coptic Church, recognize three ecumenical councils: Nicene I (325 AD), Constantinople I (381 AD), and Ephesus (431 AD); while the Eastern Orthodox churches as well as the Roman Catholic Church recognize seven authoritative councils. These are Nicene I (325 AD), Constantinople I (381 AD), Ephesus (431 AD), Chalcedon (451 AD), Constantinople II (553 AD), Constantinople III (680 AD), and Nicene II (787 AD). The Council of Chalcedon is an important council that divided the Church into Chalcedonian and non-Chalcedonian churches. St. Dioscorus, the Pope of Alexandria at that time, defended the belief of our Church on the One Incarnate Nature of the Word of God (Miaphysis). The meaning of “mia-” is “one” but not single one, or simple one, but “unity one” out of the Divine and the human Nature of our Lord Jesus Christ, without the absorption or confusion of both. Our church is considered non-Chalcedonian because we refused the theology accepted at this council, which considered the One Nature of Christ as one of two absorbed together.
III. Egypt and Its Unique Church 


If we look to the circumstances of the Church of Alexandria (Egypt), Mrs. Butcher says that if there are seven wonders in the world, the existence of the Church in Egypt is one of the wonders in this world! The secret of all this is the divine promise, “Blessed be My people Egypt” (Isaiah 19:25) and the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ to Egypt. 


To Egypt and no other nation, Joseph came to build warehouses and fulfill the needs of the Egyptians and others during the famine. And the Lord Jesus Christ escaped to it to build, by His Presence, a holy altar and make from it a unique church, as Isaiah had prophesied (Isaiah 19). 

IV. What Was The Church In Egypt Known For? 

1. A refuge to the Lord Jesus Christ: The Baby Jesus escaped to it with His mother and St. Joseph, riding on a light, fast cloud (Isaiah 19:1), destroying its idols, and made of it a blessed people. It is the only one which had this divine promise: “Blessed be My people Egypt” (Isaiah 19:25). The Church of Alexandria is still proud of her Christ, hiding inside her, and she hides in Him. 

2. An Apostolic Church: Established by St. Mark the Apostle, she has preserved the evangelical and apostolic thought, rejecting every criticism to the Holy Bible and sanctifying the word of the Lord which is inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

3. A Knowledge-Loving Church: The first Christian school in the world was the School of Alexandria. It embraced knowledge, study and research. It did not resist science and philosophy but sanctified all knowledge to the account of the heavenly Kingdom. It produced several great Christian philosophers, like St. Pantaenus, St. Clement of Alexandria and Athenagoras, the deans of the School of Alexandria. 

4. An Evangelic and Biblical Church: She led the whole world in the interpretation of the word of God. In the 2nd century, Origen the Egyptian was considered the prince of the Biblical interpretation. He has influenced everybody, even those who resisted and fought him. 

· The Holy Bible for our Church is life; there is no separation between studying and the daily biblical experience. 

· In all her dialogues with the heretics, the Church relies on the Holy Bible as she presents the final, precise decision to each dogma. 

5. A Courageous Church: She offered whole cities to martyrdom, while praising the Lord joyfully, like the city of Esna and Ikhmim. She was and still sending to Paradise endless numbers of martyrs, since her beginning and until the present days. Her number of martyrs is increasing, representing a source of strength and support in her struggle. 

6. An Ascetic Church: She is the leader of the Christian world in the monastic movements with all its different kinds, like the hermitage system by St. Anthony, the cenobitic system by St. Pakhomius, and the communal system by St. Macarius the Great and St. Amoun. In her asceticism, she does not despise the human body but sees in it a special sanctity, believing that it shares with the soul its eternal glory. That is why the leaders of monasticism, in spite of their high ascetic level, advice believers to be moderate in their monastic life, each according to his level, and to focus on uniting with God in His Only-Begotten Son with the Holy Spirit. 

7. An Eternal Church: She sees the gates of heaven widely open, carrying her children’s heart to heaven and experiencing the pledge of eternity in their prayers, fasting and all worship, while they are still on earth. 

8. A Preaching Church: She passed many centuries while being isolated and deprived from meeting the external world, but the spirit of preaching is inside her; nothing can destroy it. Now, she’s headed to preach in Africa, hoping that she witnesses to her Christ in every single location with the true spirit of humbleness, with a fiery biblical jealousy, and a true motherly feeling towards every person in the world. 

9. A Church of Saints: She is rich with saints through all generations and stays in communion with the saints as living members who share with the strugglers their love, prayers, and the spirit of true unity. She enjoys communion with the heavenly hosts, meeting and sharing with them their praises and divine life. 

10. A Church Appreciating the Human Soul: She respects the infants and children and does not underestimate their lives and beliefs. They have the right to join the Church through Baptism, Holy Confirmation, and Communion. She does not despise those little ones but is proud of them and their fellowship in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Savior of all. 

11. A Mother Church: One of her main strength is that she practices true motherhood through her unity with God, the Father of mankind. One of the marks of this motherhood is that the priest enjoys fatherhood, not working as an employee but being a father; nothing will deprive him, no sickness nor aging can stop him from being a father to his people until the last breath in his life. He heads towards heaven with a wide heart full of love. As St. John Chrysostom says, “You priest are the father of the whole world.” 

12. A Church with an Orthodox Faith: Solid in her faith in the Holy Trinity, she does not concentrate once on the works of the Lord Jesus Christ and another on the works of the Holy Spirit. It is a Trinity that stresses, continuously and in a practical manner, the love of the Father opening His bosom to every single person. The Lord Jesus Christ is the Savior, Heavenly Friend and the Head Who shares with us His glory. She also concentrates on the Fiery Holy Spirit Who inflames the heart with the fire of divine love, granting the human being a renewal of his nature to become an icon of Christ, preparing him as a bride for the Heavenly Groom, and receiving her dowry while still on earth. 

13. A Rejoicing Church: In the midst of her sufferings, she celebrates every day. She celebrates major Lord’s Feasts, related to the salvation incidents offered by the Lord, as well as feasts of martyrs, saints and heavenly hosts. In all this, she desires that the true believer lives his daily life as a continuous endless feast, seeing in Jesus Christ the secret of his joy which the whole world can never take away. 

Conclusion: 


We should be proud to be members in such a great church. We need to know as much as we can about the history of our church. 

Applications: 

· Research the role of St. Cyril and St. Dioscorus in defending the faith of our Church. 

· Although our church is a very old and original in history, it is new to North America. It is our role to make her and her faith known to others. 


Introduction to the Coptic Orthodox Church(
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God's promise to His people is always fulfilled. He foretold that He would ride on a light and upon a swift cloud and come to Egypt (Isa 19:1), and in that day there will be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt and a pillar to the Lord at its border (Isa 19:19). This promise was fulfilled by the flight of the Holy Family from the face of the tyrant Herod to find refuge among the Gentiles. Thus, Jesus Christ came during His childhood to Egypt to lay by Himself the foundation stone of His Church in Egypt, which has become one of the four primary "Sees" in the world, among the churches of Jerusalem, Antioch and Rome, joined later by the "See" of Constantinople.


The star of the Egyptian Church shone through the School of Alexandria which taught Christendom the allegoric and spiritual methods in interpreting the Scripture and was the leader in defending the Orthodox faith on an ecumenical level.


The Christian monastic movement in all its forms started in Egypt, attracting the heart of the Church towards the desert to practice the angelic inner life. This happened at the time when the doors of the royal court had been opened to the clergy; this consequently endangered the Church, as the quiet and spiritual Church work was mixed with the temporal authority and politics of the royal court. 

The Egyptian Church carried Jesus' cross throughout generations, bearing sufferings even from the side of Christians themselves. She continued to offer a countless number of martyrs and confessors throughout ages. Sometimes the people of towns were martyred and many struggled to win the crowns of martyrdom happily and with a heart full of joy.


Our Church is ancient and new at the same time; ancient in being apostolic, founded by St. Mark the Evangelist; traditional, holding fast to the original apostolic faith without deviation. She is also new through her Living Messiah Who never becomes old and through the Spirit of God Who renews her youth (Ps. 103:5).


The Coptic Church is rich with her evangelistic and ascetic life, her genuine patriotic inheritance, her heavenly worship, her spiritual rituals, her effective and living hymns, her beautiful icons, etc. She attracts the heart towards heaven without ignoring actual daily life. We can say that she is an apostolic, contemporary church that carries life and thought to the contemporary man without deviation. One finds in her life sweetness and power of Spirit with appreciation to and sanctification of arts, literature and human culture.


This church is well-known for her numerous saints: ascetics, clergymen and laymen. She offered many saints throughout the ages and is still offering the same today. She believes that practicing the sanctified life and communion with God, the Holy One, is primary to satisfying minds with solid mental studies.


She is the Church of all people; every member has his own positive role as a clergyman, layman, a man, a woman, an adult or a child. She is the church of the family as a whole and the church of each member at the same time.


Even a baby finds his pleasure in the church through the simplicity of her rituals and the sweetness of her hymns; you may find him gurgling joyfully as if he was in his own house or in his parent's home. At the same time, the theologian finds pleasure through the deep concepts of these same rituals.


Lastly, I hope - in the Lord - to present the main lines of the Church's thoughts and concepts as an evangelic, apostolic and patristic church, which has a heavenly attitude. She believes in the sanctity of man, in his wholeness, and in awarding every gift, giving interest and care to every soul, so that the heavenly Christ might be revealed within her as the eternal Bridegroom who sanctifies His bride, beatifies her by His Holy Spirit, and embraces her to enjoy His eternal glory.


Indeed, I may have to speak about the Egyptian nationalistic side, but I hope - in the Spirit of God – that every reader will enjoy the Orthodox thought, regardless of his nationality, being a member of the one Body of Christ, through the one faith and with one spirit.

THE COPTIC CHURCH AS AN APOSTOLIC CHURCH
"COPTS"

The term "Copts" is equivalent to the word "Egyptians." It is derived from the Greek "Aigyptos," which in turns is derived from the ancient Egyptian "Ha-ka-Ptah," i.e. "the house of the spirit of Ptah;" Ptah was a most highly revered deity in Egyptian mythology. From the Arab conquest and until today, this term refers to the Christian Egyptians to distinguish them from the native Muslims.

SONS OF PHARAOHS

The Copts, as the successors of the ancient Egyptians, are designated as the modern sons of the Pharaohs. They played an essential role in the whole Christian world, especially during the first five centuries.


Their religious background helped them to accept Christianity with eagerness and to enjoy its depth through their ascetic life, meditation and studying of the Holy Scripture.


In this topic we wish to throw some light on the ancient Egyptian culture and how it reacted towards the new Christian faith.

1. Their religious background: It is well-known that ancient Egyptians have been religiously minded by nature and upbringing since the very early times. Herodotus states that "the Egyptians are religious to excess, far beyond any other race of men." Their religious curiosity was satisfied by the Christian faith that puts no limits to spiritual progress; it raises the believers towards the bosom of the Father that they might enjoy the likeness of God, have communion with Him and acknowledge the eternal divine mysteries.

2. Their high scientific background: Modern science achieved unceasing progress, particularly in the last century. Many of the ancient Egyptians' scientific work which took place thousands of years before Christ are still considered to be secrets (for example: the pyramids with their scientific wonder and mysteries, the art of embalming, the art of carving, colored painting on walls, etc.) All of these arts are still under research to the extent that some believe that the ancient Egyptians were working under the guidance of a superhuman coming from outer space or from other stars. Some consider that man would have conquered space much earlier if the library of Alexandria had not been burned, which led to losing scientific secrets of great importance.


In any case, the fact is that the ancient Egyptians put their scientific abilities at the disposal of religion (such as the building of pyramids, embalming, etc.). It had influenced the Copts. They looked to science not as an enemy of religion or contrary to it but in favor of religion. Therefore, the School of Alexandria opened its doors to scholars and philosophers, believing that science and philosophy could serve the true spiritual life.

3. Their religious dogmas:

a) Each major town in ancient Egypt used to recognize some kind of a triad. But these triads were too alien from the Christian Holy Trinity.

b) Their philosophers believed in One Supreme Being; the best example is King Ikhnaton (1383-1365 B.C.).
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While the majority of the ancient civilizations were preoccupied with the earthly life, seeking temporary pleasures, the Egyptian mind was absorbed in the world to come and in the resurrection. When they were converted to Christianity, they became involved in awaiting the advent of the Risen Christ, through their lengthy hymns, excessive fasting, enduring and suffering with joy. This eschatological attitude has its effect in their worship, liturgies and even their daily life.

d) The Cross: Egyptians tended to identify the Cross with their own sign of eternal life, "the Ankh," which was held in the hands of immortal gods and pharaohs. The "Ankh" sign took the shape of a cruciform with rounded tip, which was readily adopted and used by the Copts from very early times.

e) In addition to this, the Egyptians seem to have had the idea on the unity of God, His Eternity, His Omnipresence, as well as His loving kindness.
EGYPT IN THE HOLY BIBLE


The Holy Bible concentrates on "Jerusalem," which is translated as "land of peace" or "vision of peace," the center of the Promised Land where God declares His dwelling among people. And a holy temple was established in it in His Name, wherein people worshipped Him, offered Him sacrifices and offerings, and celebrated many feasts as a symbol of the heavenly joy. This is Jerusalem, the symbol of heaven that is referred to as: "Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all" (Gal. 4:26). 

On the other hand, we find Babel and Egypt. Babel represents disobedience to God, violence, vainglory (Tower of Babel in Gen. 11), opposing God through His believers (the Babylonian Captivity), adultery and abominations (Rev. 17:5). Egypt was well-known for its abundant crops and its king (Pharaoh), to whom Israel and Jude used as a refuge from Babylon. Therefore, Egypt was a symbol of loving temporary things and trusting in human hands (1 Kings 18:21).


Egypt was a refuge to many people, especially in famines. Abraham visited Egypt (Gen. 12:10) and so did Joseph, who became the second man after Pharaoh, offering crops to all the neighboring countries. Jacob and his sons came to Egypt, where they lived as a family and grew as a nation. It was the birth-place or the nursery of the people of God. Their first leader, Moses, the great prophet, and his brother Aaron, the first chief-priest, appeared in Egypt to grant the Israelites freedom. St. Stephen says, "And Moses was taught in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was mighty in words and in deeds" (Acts 7:22).


Among the prophets who visited Egypt was Jeremiah, who implored the people not to flee to Egypt, but in vain, for they forced him to accompany them on their journey to Egypt (Jer. 41:1; 43:7). He uttered his last prophecies in Tahpanhes, Egypt (Jer. 43:8-44:30).


Thus, Egypt became a representative of the Gentiles to whom Christ came to establish His Church and to form His new people.

“BLESSED BE EGYPT, MY PEOPLE”

Hosea, the Prophet, foresaw the Son of God going out of Bethlehem and fleeing to Egypt, where He was welcomed in the hearts of Gentiles. Through Hosea, God the Father uttered this prophecy, “I called my son out of Egypt” (Hos. 11:1).


Isaiah the Prophet gave us more details, saying, “Behold, the burden of Egypt, the Lord rides upon a swift cloud; He shall come to Egypt, and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at His presence. In that day, there shall be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt” (Isa. 19:1). St. Cyril the Great interpreted this prophecy saying, “The glittering cloud which carried the Child Jesus to Egypt was His mother, St. Mary, who surpassed the cloud in purity. The altar which was established in the midst of the land of Egypt is the Christian church which had replaced the temples of paganism, as the idols collapsed and the temples were deserted in the presence of the Lord Jesus.”

NAME: ____________________________ 
first                                                 last                                                 . 
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 Verse to Memorize: 
	All scriptures is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine.

2 Timothy 3:16


1. Name the 5 Patriarchal centers that existed during the first centuries of Christianity:
2. Name the 1st Church Council and why it convened:

3. When did the 1st schism in the Church happen and why?

4. In what way is the Church of Alexandria unique among other churches?

5. Which churches are considered Chalcedonian and which are non-Chalcedonian?

6. What defines an Apostolic Church?

7. The Coptic Church is also knows as the Church of _______________ because of the amount of ________________ that she offered. 

( By Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty, St. George’s Coptic Orthodox Church, Sporting – Alexandria, Egypt, 1993
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