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The First Epistle of St. John (Part I)

Objective:

· To get acquainted with the epistle and its writer
Memory verse:

“We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death” (1 John 3:14).
Introduction:

I. The Writer of the Epistle

· He is John, the son of Zebedee, from Bethesda in Galilee. Although his name is not mentioned in this epistle, it has been attributed to him due to the similarity between its contents and those of the Gospel in his name; he speaks in both about:

a. The eternal Word (1 John 1:1,2)
b. The Incarnate Word that grants life to believers (1 John 1:14; 1 John 10:10; 1 John 4:2.9)
c. Faith that transfers the Christian from death into life (1 John 5:45; 1 John 3:14)
d. Love being the most important feature of a believer (1 John 3:34,35; 1 John 2:11)
· He is the brother of James, and his mother is Salome, the cousin of Virgin Mary. His father was a fisherman.

· He is the writer of the Gospel according to John, the 3 Epistles and the Book of Revelation.

· He is the only one who did not die as a martyr, yet he underwent much torture. He passed away at the beginning of the second century, at the age of ninety-eight.

· He preached the Word in Asia Minor and was banished to the Isle of Patmos.

II. To Whom Did He Write This Epistle?


He wrote it to believers, originally Gentiles, who had come into the faith. He aimed at protecting and warning them against idol-worship (1 John 5:21).

III. Why Was It Written?


Heretical teachings appeared and were spread by false teachers:

· Dualism: They believed that there are two gods; a good god, who created the spirit, and an evil god, who created matter like the flesh.

· Gnosticism: They imagined that they could attain salvation through knowledge only.

IV. What Is The Goal Of Writing This Epistle?

· So that our joy may be complete (1 John 1:4)
· That we may keep away from sin (1 John 2:1)
· To avoid deceivers (1 John 2:26)
· To know that life is eternal (1 John 5:13,14)
V. Subjects Dealt With In the Epistle and Its Corresponding References

· Chapter One: The effect of the belief in the Incarnation on our lives
· Chapter Two: Fellowship with God and with our fellow brothers
· Chapter Three: Adoption blessing granted to us and our obligations toward it
· Chapter Four: Love within a framework of truth and wisdom
· Chapter Five: The effect of Baptism on us and our capacity to believe in Christ our Lord

Lesson Outline:

I. Chapter One

A. Purpose


To clarify the vital value of the belief in the Incarnation
II. Main Points

A. The reality of the Incarnation of the Word, the Giver of Life (Chapter One and Two)
· The body that Christ took on was a real body (1 John 1:1).

· The body He took from the holy Virgin is God the Word; “the life was manifested.”
· The Incarnation provided the opportunity for man to get intimately close to God and to know Him fully.

B. First, know our fellowship with Christ. He is Light; the characteristics of light are:

· Clarity: So that all those who share fellowship with Him are lucid and clear in their faith
· Uprightness: For in God there is no change or circumvention
· Darkness cannot be overpowering: It cannot overcome the light because light shines in the darkness and is unaffected.

C. Signs of fellowship with Christ

· Walking in the light (Romans 13:12)
· Humility: If we say we do not sin, we deceive ourselves.

· Continuous repentance: If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just.

Applications:

A. Quote the verses that underline the following meanings, basing your answers upon your study of chapter one:

· The goal of the Incarnation is to grant us fellowship and enjoyment of the true life.

· The goal of the Incarnation is to allow us to follow the Light and walk in it.

· The confession of sin is a Christian obligation.

B. Based on the Gospel and the Epistles of St. John, explain what is meant by the following:

· The Word; the Life; the Love; the Joy; the Light
· Can you quote verses that relate several of these topics together?

C. Practice the mystery of confession fearlessly and shamelessly, so that you may live in the light.

D. Practice walking in the light and do not act in the darkness.


The First Epistle of John (Part II)

Objective:

· The study of chapters two and three and the clarification of our fellowship with God

Memory verse:

“Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God” (1 John 3:9).

Lesson Outline:

I. Chapter Two: What are the features revealing our fellowship with God?

A. Not committing sin (1 John 2:1,2)

This is the aim of everyone... and if we sin, we have an “Advocate” with the Father.

B. Keeping the commandments (1 John 2:3-11)

This is the proof of our love to Him because they speak of Him. Finding the commandments difficult arises from lack of inner love.

C. Rejecting the love of the world (1 John 2:12-17)

God has granted us the power to reject the love of the world (1 John 2:12-14). Furthermore, it is impossible to love the world and God at the same time (Matthew 6:24).

D. Rejecting apostasy and those separated from the Church (John 2:18-23)

There will surely be confusion and Christ has warned us about that (Matthew 24:5,24-28). Moreover, we will not be shaken since we will remain steadfast in the Lord. Nevertheless, we should avoid deceivers, such as Antichrists (2 Corinthians 6:14-18).

E. Steadfastness in God (1 John 2:24-27)

· Steadfastness in Love (John 8:31)
· Steadfastness in faith is a recommendation delivered by all the apostles to us (1 Corinthians 16:13, 2 Thes 3:14; 2 Peter 3:17); the Lord has promised to bless our efforts (John 15:17; 2 Corinthians 1:21-23; Revelation 2:8-25).

· The Reward: All who follow in the Lord’s footsteps walk in righteousness.

II. Chapter Three

A. The gift of adoption

There are two spiritual families in the world. One belongs to Satan and one belongs to the Lord. We belong to the Lord’s spiritual family (Galatians 3:26). We are heirs, regardless of our condition.

B. Our responsibility as children of God (Jeremiah1 John 3:3-18)

· Purity: Having become the children of God, it is our task to purify ourselves.

· Holiness: Whoever is born of God, does not sin (1 John 1:8-10; 1 John 2:9-11).

· Love (1 John 3:10-18): This is a positive value, not that we should not sin but that we show love to our fellow brothers (1 John 3:10-14).

· How to preserve the status of the children of God - adoption (1 John 3:19)
· We have to reckon with ourselves. If our heart condemns us, this means our inner life and motives in doing charity are incorrect. God is greater than our heart. Therefore, we admit our sins and weaknesses. If our heart does not condemn us and we find that we bear true love, then we have confidence in God (1 John 3:19-22).

· Steadfastness in faith (1 John 3:23): This takes place by keeping the commandments of God.

III. Chapter Four

A. Love and Wisdom (1 John 4:1-6)

· Love means that we should follow the Spirit and His teachings. But what is the true Spirit? It is every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh. On the other hand, an evil spirit manifests itself in rejecting faith in Christ’s Incarnation, defying the rites and teachings of the Church.

B. The spirit of truth and the spirit of evil

i) The spirit of truth

· Proceeds from God, therefore it confesses and recognizes the Incarnate Lord.

· Its characteristic feature is love, for it proceeds from God.

· He is the greatest, “because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.”
ii) The spirit of evil

· Is antichrist and does not love the truth
· It is of the world; hence, the world listens to it.

· It does not love because it does not know God.

C. God’s love for us (1 John 4:7-10)

· The only religion that speaks about God’s love for mankind is Christianity (1 John 4:8).

· God’s love for us is eternal for He has sent His Son “that we might live through Him.” That is true, for even when we sin, we remain His children and can ask Him for all our needs (Romans 8:32).

D. How can we enjoy the taste of His love (1 John 4:11-21)?
i) Through brotherly love (1 John 4:11-20)

· If any spirit of hatred towards any one is stirred within us, or any spirit of revenge, enmity, or jealousy is awakened, then He is able to burn all the thorns that suffocate the soul by His fiery power, but only if we pray to Him to do so.

· The sign of steadfastness in the Lord is love towards our fellow brothers (1 John 4:16.20.21).

ii) Through watching for the coming of the Lord with joy (1 John 4:17,18)

· Perfect love is found in heaven (1 John 4:17). As we taste God’s love while we are here on earth, and as we interact with Him, we wait anxiously and confidently for the day of the Lord (1 Corinthians 13:8-13).

E. There is no fear in love (1 John 4:18)

· As much as love increases, fear decreases. Yet, there is fear of another kind that accompanies love: the fear inspired by awe and respect, the fear experienced by a person who does not wish to hurt a loved one, and the fear to be separated from God.

· St. Felix says, “There is one who fears to be flogged and that is the fear experienced by a slave; there is one who fears to lose, a fear experienced by an employee. While there is one who fears to provoke his loved one and such fear is experienced by the righteous.”
IV. Chapter Five

A. Adoption by God is the fruit of believing in Him

· In the early Church, candidates for baptism were gradually promoted into the lines of the catechumen. In the present baptism rituals, it is necessary to recite the Creed of Faith before the immersion in the water.

B. The fruit of baptism (1 John 5:2-5,14-18)

· Love towards our fellow brothers whom we see and love for the saints (1 John 5:2)
· Keeping the commandments (1 John 5:2,3)
· Confidence in our prayers being answered and as long as we pray for things that are according to His Will (1 John 5:14,15)
· Baptism is founded on the Cross, and accepting it means accepting to being buried and resurrected with the Lord.

· The heavens testify to the power of baptism as the Holy Trinity appeared at the time of Christ’s baptism.

C. A final recommendation (1 John 5:21)

· The apostle reiterates that we are God’s children therefore we surrender to Him.

· We should surrender our hearts to God, for there are so many idols: money, greed, lust, honor, egoism, etc.

Applications:

I. Chapter Two

· Indicate the practical ways of demonstrating our love to God, Who loved us and laid down his life for us.

· Love within the framework of truth. Explain how our love for God makes us reject heresy.

· What is the relationship between our love for God and our love for men? Support your view by verses from this chapter.

· What is meant by righteousness? How can we practice righteousness?

· What is meant by “Do not love the world”? How is it related to the verse: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son so that none who believe in Him is condemned?”

II. Chapter Three

· The apostle distinguishes between two spiritual families in the world, what are they? What are their characteristics?

· What is the greatest honor bestowed upon you by God? How can you preserve it? What is your attitude towards the world that does not appreciate that honor?

· How can you answer those sects that claim that a true believer never sins? To assist you, refer to the following verses: 1 Corinthians 10:2; 2 Corinthians 12:17; 2 Corinthians 11:2; 1 Corinthians 9:27.

III. Which Verses In Chapter Four Reinforces the Following Christian Principles

· Love implies our rejection of all that opposes the Spirit of God, love expressed through the truth.

· The source of true love is the Cross.

· We get a taste of love through our experience of it towards our fellow brothers and through our vigil for the day of the Lord.

· What is meant by: There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear? What is the difference between fear and being stricken, within the framework of our love for God?

· Attempt to learn by heart the verses concerned with brotherly love and apply them in your practical life. This would involve daily and continual practice.

The Epistles of St. John(
The Author: 

In spite of the fact that those three epistles are not titled, yet the authorship of them is universally attributed to St. John, the writer of the fourth Gospel. The four writings, the Gospel and the three epistles, have the same essence and literal style that they can not be severed. 

The first epistle and the fourth gospel have the same stream of thoughts that they are very intricately woven. The first epistle have a lot in common with the second epistle, that there is doubt they are the works of the same mind. Even though the third epistle differs in the main purpose than the other two epistles, yet the unity of literal style and way of projecting the idea in both suggests without doubt the production of St. John's mind. It has been suggested from early first century that St. John was the one who wrote those epistles. The quoting of St. Polycarp, the disciple of St. John, in the first century of Christianity, and St. Irenaeus, the disciple of St. Polycarp, early second century, of those epistles has been attributed by them to St. John. St. Clement of Alexandria (215 BC) speaks of the second and the third epistles as of St. John's. St. Dionysius of Alexandria (265 BC) thinks that his not naming himself in these epistles is in accordance with St. John's common practice. 

"It is necessary to find one who shall be once a Jew and Christian, intensely Jewish, and yet comprehensively Christian; brought up on the Old Testament, and yet with a strong tincture of Alexandrian Philosophy; using a language in which the Hebrew structure and the Greek superstructure are equally conspicuous; one who had mixed personally in the events, and yet at the time of writing stood at a distance from them; an immediate disciple of Jesus, and yet possessed of so powerful an individuality as to impress the mark of himself upon his recollections; a nature capable of the most ardent and dinging affections, and yet an unsparing denouncer of hostile agencies of any kind which lay outside his own charming circle. There is one historical figure which seems to fit like a key into all these intricate wards, the figure of St. John as it has been handed down to us by a well-authenticated traditions, I can conceive no second. If St. John of the history did not exit, he would have to be invented to account for this Gospel (Dr. Sandy's Inaugural Lecture: Parker, Oxford, 1883). 
Points of Contact between the Gospel and the 1st Epistle:

· Both the Gospel and the 1st epistle speak of Jesus Christ as the light, we need to walk in such way of the Truth (Jon 8:12; 12:46; I Jon 1.5-7)

· Both speak of beginnings. The Word the Son of God was since the beginning, and everlasting. The Word of God became man. The Word of God became tangle, and the word of God is the life everlasting that God manifested to man (Jon 1:1,2 vs. I Johnl:l,2)                                                       

· Both speak of the Holy Spirit as the essential source available to the believers to teach them the truth about Jesus Christ. (Jon 15:26; 16:13, 14; I John 2: 20, 27). St. John refers to the Holy Spirit as the "Paraclete", he also gives the same name to Christ the advocate " Paraclete" with the father (I John2:1)

· Both show the single command to love one another even to the point of laying one's life for the brothers and sisters. It is the utter most attribute of God, since "God is Love" (1 John 3:16, 1 John 4:9). Love is a very important character of the believers. It is their mark of Sonship to God (John 13:34, 35; 15: 12, 17 vs. I John 2:7-11; 3:10, 11, 14, 16, 23; 4: 7, 8, 11)

· Both emphasize the belief of Jesus Christ as the Son of God, the Word, and His incarnation (John 1:1, 14; 4: 39-42; 6: 47; I John 3^2,15, _5il3), and whoever believes in Him will pass from death to life (John 5:24vs. I John 3:14)

· Both speak of the two distinctive ways to live the way of light and the way of darkness, the way of light is the way of Truth of Jesus Christ, while the way If darkness is the way of the world away from God (John 3:19-21; I Jon 5-7)

·  Both speak of Christ as the one who revealed the image of God, He is the image of God, that had not seen by any one (John 1:18; I Jon 4:12)

· Both illustrate the way to show God's love is to listen and obey His commandments (Johnl4:15; I John 2:5; 5:3)

· Both speak of the rejection of the world to the believers. Because we are out of the world, the world will hate us, as it did hate our Lord Jesus Christ, and will not listen to us (Jon 15: 18, 19; 17: 14 vs. I Jon 3:13; 4:5, 6)

· Both calls Satan, sinner from the beginning, and he is the fathers of all sinners (Jon 8:44 vs. I Jon 3:8, 10)

Points of Contacts between the 1st and 2nd Epistles:

· The 1s and 2nd epistles had been written to warn against the rival deviant Dogma that stressed too much the Divinity of Christ, trying to minimize the importance of the work of Christ, His incarnation, and His death, which is an inner Christian debate that spread in the new Church community (I Jon 2:18, 22,23; I Jon 4:2, 3 vs. 2 John 7)

· Both speak of love in truth i.e. in Jesus Christ (I John 3:18 vs. 2 John 1)

· Both emphasize Love as a new commandment given by Jesus Christ (I Jon 2:7,8; 3:11 vs. 2 John 5), that also matches with the fourth gospel (John 13:15,34)

· Both speak of the way to have communion with the Father and the Son is to have believe in Him (I John 1:3 vs. 2 Jon 9)

Points of Contact between the 2nd and 3rd Epistles:

· Both speak of love in truth (2 John 1 vs. 3 John 1 vs. John 3:18)

· Both speak of walking in the Truth (2 John 4 vs. 3 John 2)

· Both express the desire not to write in ink and paper, but rather to see face to face and speak mouth to mouth (2 Jon 12 vs. 3 John 13,14)

· St. John say that his witness is true in both the 3rd epistle and the fourth Gospel (John 21:14 vs. 3 John 12)

· Both the 1st and 3rd epistle share the thought that whoever does evil is not from God and had never seen Him (I John 2:29; 3:6,9 vs. 3 John 11)

Points of Contact between the 1st and 3rd Epistles:

· Both speak of the walking in Christ, he is either the Truth or Light (I Jon 17vs 3 John 3).

· Both speak of the truth (I Jon 2:27 vs. 3 John 12)

· Both declares that whoever sins does not know or seen God (I Jon 3:6 vs. 3 John 11) 

In all those internal and external evidences we can be assured without doubt that the three works are of one man, St. John the apostle of Christ, the writer of the fourth Gospel. 

Some had objected on the fact that those epistles are not present in the old Syriac manuscripts and have appeared to be rejected, as apostolic writings, by the theologians of Antioch, adding to this, that the external evidences of their authenticity as an apostolic writings are meager. Yet we need to bear in mind the following: 
1- These epistles most probably were the very last of all the books of the New Testament to be written. Many other books have acquired a considerable circulation before these were in existence. 
2- They are private letters, addressed, not to Churches, except for the 1st one, but to individuals, and therefore were likely to remain in obscurity for a considerable time. If we may compare the public and official letters of a bishop now with his private letters. The official ones are published and generally circulated at once; the others, if published at all, not until long after his death. 
3- The comparative insignificance of these letters would lead to their remaining generally unknown for some time. They are short, and not of very general interest. 

As much as the external evidences could look meager, yet they are strengthened by the internal evidences. 
The Background of the Epistles: 

The first epistle was written by St. John to combat the insidious seductions of the antinomian Gnosticism in the universal Church, it is also concerned about laying the foundation of Christian behavior toward one another, in the community. The second epistle was sent for the same purpose, yet it was directed towards a specific Lady or a specific Church. The third epistle was different in that it was written to a dignitary in a specific church to correct the rising antagonism against the apostolic authority, mainly his own. 

So the first and second epistles were written to face troubles in the church from without, and the third one was produced to deal with troubles and anarchy in the church from within. 

May be, if it was not for the Gnosticism, the first and second epistles, were not have been written, may be even the fourth Gospel, and if it was not for Diotrephes' troubles, the third epistle would not have been written too. 
An overview of Gnosticism: 

To be able to understand what St. John was arguing about, we need to study in brief the thoughts of Gnosticism. The insidiousness of Gnosticism is that, in contrary to Ebionitism and Judaism, was not an open enemy to Christianity. It professed to give its approval and patronage to the Gospel, but Gnosis was more excellent way. They understood the Gospel better than the apostles themselves. It was a mistake to understand the historical facts and the moral codes of the Scriptures in a literal sense.


It is also a mistake to comprehend that the Scriptures contained all what is needed for the well being of a spiritual man; for there is more excellent way, the higher knowledge, Gnosis. Illuminated by the higher Gnosis people can see every thing else of unimportance. The philosopher whose mind is illuminated with such knowledge needs not to burden himself with moral conduct, his soul was steeped in the light, and good actions could not greatly increase or decrease his enlightenment.

Looking at those principles we can notice the following:

1- The act of righteousness was made of no value, comparing to intellectual enlightenment.

2- Scriptures was made of no value comparing to Gnosis that superseded it.

3- The work of Christ for the atonement of humanity was minimized to no value, for the soul will steep into light thought illumination with knowledge. With knowledge there is no actual evil, and there no need for propitiation.


Besides that Greek doctrine of supremacy of intellect, most Gnostics considered material and matter as evil, which is a principle that entails complete subversion of Christian doctrine and ethics.

1- If material universe is utterly evil, it cannot have been created by a good God, the world was created though an evil god or least an inferior power.

2- The supremely good God must be removed from this evil universe.

3- The incarnation of Christ is impossible; for how can the Deity assume an evil human body, and be united with it. To them it is an oxymoron.


In moral characters, due to the evilness of material world, the following conclusions were derived:

1- Human body is utterly evil, then. it should be subdued and chastised to the uttermost, for that enlightened the spirit and set it free from burden.

2- Because of the evilness of the human body, it does not matter what it does, any act that it commits is of no real indifference to the spirit that drives its supremacy from knowledge.


Thus the" more excellent way" sets the ground for low morality, and turned the Grace of God into Lasciviousness and denied our only Master Jesus Christ (Jude 4). St. John calls them "deceivers", "lairs", "seducers", "antichrist", "false prophets" St. John reiterates the impossibility of Holiness without the Blood of Christ, without loving one another, without the obedience of God commandments, and without avoiding the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. St John also does not trifle knowledge, but set it to the right prospective; The knowledge of Jesus Christ as the Son of God Incarnate (I John 4:2), The knowledge that we have passed from death to life (I John 3:14), the knowledge that we are the children of God (I John 3:1), the knowledge that we posses His Spirit, as we love one another (I John 4:13), the knowledge His Righteousness and that whoever does righteousness is born of Him (I John 3:29), and the knowledge of the last hour is at hand, and we know that through the manifestation of the appearance of the Antichrist (I John 2:18). St John in his 1 epistle he mentioned the word knowledge and its derivatives 36 times. It is said that St. John is the apostle of absolute certainty, to him Christianity is the absolute truth and knowledge (Liddon, "Bampton Lectures" Lecture 5).

To whom the epistles were written:


The 1st epistle has no superscription. There is no doubt that the 1st epistle was a universal "Catholic" one. St. John most probably wrote the epistle while he was in his abiding place in Ephesus. While he was in Patmos, his exile place, he wrote the Book of Revelation, and directed to angles of the Churches of Ephesus, Pergamos, and the other churches of Asia, but here he is talking without addressing to a specific Church, but rather to all his children. The word children could means, all those who have received the word of truth from him, or through any of the other apostles. By the word fathers, he could have been referring to literally the head of households, or those who are responsible of giving out the faith they have received, and to the young men he most probably means those either have recently believed, their faith has not matured yet, or those acutely the young people, as it literately means. Overall he is directing his words to, the whole family, every body, in all churches; it is an indication of the universality of the epistle itself. 

The 2nd epistle was articulated to the "elect lady.” There were much doubt concerning the chosen lady, wither she was an actual female, or it is an allegorical expression to signify a Church. St. Jerome suggested that St. John was writing to the elect lady as a representation of the universal bride of Christ, the universal Church. It is clear from (2 John 13), talking about her sister "elect lady" giving greeting, that he means a specific lady or a specific Church. The literal interpretation of a real lady meets with difficulty that some other children are walking in the way of truth, while the others are not, the command to love one another, and warning her from the deceivers who entered into the world, all in the plural sense, suggests a big congregation or a Church rather than a lady and her family. 

The 3rd epistle was directed to Gaius, a real person. Wither he was a dignitary or not, is not clear from the letter, but it is obvious that he had some influence in the Church' affairs, and he hosts the church missionaries. 

Diotrephes is a conceited man, he speaks badly and boldly about St. John himself, and he forbids all those who want to speak about the truth in church and cast them out. It seems obvious that Gaius and Diotrephes were not of the same congregation, or the same church, yet, may be, the same area. St John refers to his church saying "I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes who loves to be preeminence among THEM does not receive us" (verse 7). He alludes to a different group other than Gaius' facility. Where the position of Demetrius lies in all this is not clear, wither he belongs to Diotrephes or Gaius Church, is not clear either, but it is apparent that Gaius did not know much about him, or there were some doubts about his truthfulness, and the witness of St. John deemed necessary. 
Time of Writing: 

The very close resemblance between the 1st epistle and the fourth gospel suggests that most probably, the 1st epistle is a postscript to the Gospel. The Gospel was written at the end of the 1st century, at the apostle last years of life. The suggested date of writing is between, A.D. 80 to 95 A.D. The 2nd and 3"1 epistles were written not to long after the 1 , so the time of their writing would fall in the same range of time.

The literary style of the epistles:

The style of writing of St. John reflects his passionate and loving nature. He write in very simple language, yet very contemplative to the Glory that he had beheld He repeats his thoughts very frequently to stress on the point he wants to make. His thoughts reflect deep love; he acts as a mirror to reflect the image of his Beloved the Groom of his soul. He faithfully gives back "what he had heard seen and heard" (John 1:1). His sentences are short but to the point, without elaboration of high philosophy he spears into the soul of his hearers.


He shows a personality of perfection and absolute truth, without compromising. He always shows the two principle contrasts, light and darkness, God and Devil, good and evil, life and death, truth and error, love and hatred. There are only two ways, and one of them is absolutely rejected. We see this personality in the book of (Luke 9':54) where he asked Christ to descend fire to in devour Samaria for non letting Christ and' his disciples to pass thought it. It is the love vs. wrath in the mind of St. John. 
Analysis of the contents of the 1st Epistle: 

The main purpose of the 1st epistle is to counteract the deviant heretical believes of the Gnostics, and to set the right application of the fellowship to Christ. That is based on two principles, the First is “God is Light” and the second is "God is Love." 

St. John, in his combat with the Gnostics, he is insisting to clarify that Jesus Christ was the Son of God incarnate, with the complete Divinity and Humanity of His person. 

One of the incipient forms of Gnosticism was associated with Cemithus, who was a man, lived in Ephesus at the time of St. John. He denied the real Humanity of Jesus Christ, maintaining in particular that the Divine Being (Christ) only entered into the human Jesus at the time of Baptism and left Him at the eve of His passion St John in His epistle stressed the realty of both the Divine and Human nature of Jesus Christ vehemently. 
· St John opened his account using his own witness that he have seen Him, he had had touched Him, the One from the beginning (I Jon 1:1) again he is witnessing to the Humanity and the Divinity, and his witness is true (3 Johnl2). He says that whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ is a liar, and Antichrist, that denies also the Father and the Son (I John2:22). 
· In (I John 4:3) he goes on to say that any spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, who came in flesh, is not of God. Again the love of God is manifested to us through sending His Son so we might live (1 John 4:9, 14 15- 51) 
· Those who witness in heaven are three the Water, Blood and Spirit, and those three are one (1 John 5:5, 6. 9). St. John is confirming the fact that Christ came of the Water through Baptism, of Blood to referring to His Humanity and of the Spirit to prove his Divinity also and the three are one inseparable.


God is Light: St. John witness to the fact that God is light, there is no darkness in Him (1 John 1:5). If we walk in darkness we have no fellowship with Him. Whoever has fellowship with the Father will also have fellowship with Son. Sin is darkness and Christ the Light was revealed to defeat Satan, to overcome the darkness (1 John 3:8). 

God is Love (1 John 4:8): God in His love to us. He made us His sons (1 John3:1), He loved us first (1 John 4:19), and we ought to love him too. Thus we know His love to us that He laid down His life for us (1 John3:16; 4:9). The love of God transferred us from death to life. As God loves us we need to love one another (1 John 4:11). If we love one another, the love of God will abide in us and perfect us (1 John 4:18). Whoever hates his brother is a lair and murderer; he remains in death (1 John 3 12 15; 4:20) 

Between Light and Love: Whoever loves his brother walks in light. Whoever loves his brother is in communion (Kenonia) with the light, of the Father and the Son (1 Johnl:5-9). The communion with each other and the God is one of St. John's focus points, and goal of life. 
St. John's concept of Sin:

1- We are by nature sinner, if we say that we are not sinners we make God lair (1 John 1:8), yet if we confess our sins. He is Faithful and Just to forgive our sins and cleanse us form our iniquities (1 John 1:9) 
2- Sin is Lawlessness and whoever sins is not of God (1 John 3: 4, 9) 
3- The forgiveness of our sins only happens through the propitiation of our Lord Jesus Christ (1 John 2:2). He was revealed to left out our sins (1 John 3:5) 
4- "Whoever abides in God does not sin. Whoever sins neither seen Him nor known Him" (1 John3:6), when add to this verse "Whoever has been borne of God does not sin, for His seed remains in Him and he can not sin, because he is borne of God" (1 John3:9), we notice an obvious contradiction with what St. John had said in the first chapter (1:8). 

Christ has no sin (1 John 3:5), and he who is in communion with Him, will also have no sin. Christ does not sin and also the one in communion with Him. So when St. John says that the one Born of God does not and can not sin, he does not means that in the absolute sense, but it is due to the (Kenonia) with Christ. Because the seed of the Begotten is in him (1 John3:9). St Paul says" whoever is baptized to Christ puts on Christ', now the new nature with Christ in it is incompatible with sin. The born of God can not sin; he becomes intolerable to sin e.g. he becomes very uncomfortable with sin. This becomes the manifestations of the sons of God that they can not sin and do not sin (1 John3:10). 
The borne of God and of Evil: 

St. John says that there are two ways for a man to be begotten, either to be begotten of God or to be begotten of Flesh "Those who were borne, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor with the will of man, but of God' (John 1:13). To St. John the opposite of born of the God, not of Evil, rather of flesh (1 John3:8, 9). There are people who do evil, St. John leaves it open to the place of their begotten, but to those who do righteousness, St. John emphatically states that they are born of God.


Sonship to God is an active state on God's part, while association with the Evil (Satan) is an active role on the human's part. God adopts humans out of His love He cleanses them from sin (1 John 1:9), He perfects them (1 John 2:4), He gives them His image (1 John 3:2) and He gives them life (1 John 2:25). But the sonship to the evil one is a result of the immorality of the person that makes Satan associate with him Satan does not love, does not do righteousness, does not give life, he rather take life away. He does sins since the beginning. But what beginning is at stake here? Is it the beginning of every thing (1 John 1:1; John 1:1)? Most probably St. John is talking about the entrance of Sin into the world (Gen 2:4). The beginning of his lying entering hatred to the world, and killing. Our Lord Jesus Christ describes him as a murderer since the beginning (John 8:44). St. John also supports the claim by mentioning the Story of Cain killing his brother (1 John 3:12).

The Problem of Sin:

The problem of sin arises from the conclusion of the epistle where St. John mention that there are tow type of sin; one that does not lead to sin and the other is mortal (1 John5:13-18).

Few suggestions had been made to solve the problem:

1- Different petitions: According to St. Ambrose; St. John is not commanding to pray for the sins that lead to death, but rather only saying, while he is asking to pray for the sins that do not lead to death. The problem remains what are those sins that lead to death.

2- We notice also that St. John on mentioning the sins that does not lead to death, he says" If anyone seas his brother sinning a sin that dos not lead to sin..." (5-16) while the sin that leads to sin is left open to whom is committing it may be a secessionist or a brother it is not clear, but most probably a deviant secessionist.

3- Some Church fathers have suggested that there are levels of sin, sins that lead to death such as adultery, murder, fornications... but the Didache had placed side by side all those sins, as there is no mortal or immortal sins, also the epistle of James (2:10) signifies "whoever keeps the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.” St John also mentions that sin, without specification to its kind is the Lawlessness (1 John 3:4).The probable explanations of sin that leads to death is where the sinner closes his heart against the influence of God's Spirit so obstinately and persistently that repentance becomes a moral impossibility Or probably St. John means by sin leading to death a permanent and deliberate rejection of the true faith in favor of old paganism or some new heresy what supports this claim is St. John abhorring against Idols and the end of his epistle also in support of that view, is that he most probably directing his warning against the secessionist.

4- Another view of sin that lead to death was taken from the various Scriptures where the deliberate sin used to be punished by death e.g. God forbids the Israelites form approaching the tent of meeting lest they insure death (Deut 22:25-26), St. Paul speaks of death as a result of sin (1 Cor5:5; 11.30), in the story of Ananias and his wife Sapphira, they were struck with death as a result of their sin (Acts 5:1-11) and St. John speaking about Lazarus he said that Christ said that this "sickness is not/or death" (John 11:4). The idea is that St John is discouraging prayer for those sins that bring death, or even prayers for those who died as a result of such sins. However, there is no reason to think that the addressees had ever been taught to fear sin on the basis of whether or not it would lead to physical death. According to St. John, Jesus said "If a person keeps my words, he shall never see death" (John 8:5); and "Everyone who is alive and believes in me shall never die at all" (John 11:26) 
5- Finally and is very important that St John is highlighting the fact that whatever we ask, it will given to us if we ask in accordance with God's will (1 John 5:14) right before the petitions for the sins.
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	We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death.

1 John 3:14


1- Quote the verses that underline the following meanings, basing your answers upon your study of chapter one:

a) The goal of the Incarnation is to grant us fellowship and enjoyment of the true life.

b) The goal of the Incarnation is to allow us to follow the Light and walk in it.

c) The confession of sin is a Christian obligation.

2- Based on the Gospel and the Epistles of St. John, explain what is meant by the following:

a) The Word; the Life; the Love; the Joy; the Light

b) Can you quote verses that relate several of these topics together?

3- Indicate the practical ways of demonstrating our love to God.

4- Love within the framework of truth. Explain how our love for God makes us reject heresy.

5- What is the relationship between our love for God and our love for men? Support your view by verses from this chapter 2.

6- What is meant by righteousness? How can we practice righteousness?

7- What is meant by “Do not love the world”? How is it related to the verse: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son so that none who believe in Him is condemned?”

8- The apostle distinguishes between two spiritual families in the world, what are they? What are their characteristics?

9- What is the greatest honor bestowed upon you by God? How can you preserve it? What is your attitude towards the world that does not appreciate that honor?

10- How can you answer those sects that claim that a true believer never sins? To assist you, refer to the following verses: 1 Corinthians 10:2; 2 Corinthians 12:17; 2 Corinthians 11:2; 1 Corinthians 9:27.
( New Testament III, Seminary Course, Pope Shenouda III Coptic Orthodox Theological Seminary, Fr. Athanasius Ragheb
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