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Faith and Patience

Objective:

· God will solve our problems. Fulfill our needs. Have faith in Him, and wait PATIENTLY for His solutions.

Memory Verse:

“By your patience, possess your souls” (Luke 21:19).

Introduction:

· “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11: 1).

· “My brothers, count it all joy when you fall in various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience” (James 1:2-3).

· “But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness” (1 Peter 1:5-6).

· “So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord, and struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. And he took for himself a post shed with which to scrap himself while he sat in the midst of the ashes. Then his wife said to him, ‘Do you still hold fast to your integrity? Curse God and die.’ But he said to her, ‘you speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?’ In all this Job did not sin with his lips” (Job 2:7-1 0).

· “Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord - that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful” (James 5:11). “But we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulations produce perseverance” (Romans 5:3).

· “Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him. Do not fret because of him who prospers in His way. Because of the man who brings wicked schemes to pass. Wait on the Lord and keep His way. And He shall exalt you to inherit the land. When the wicked are cut off, you shall see it” (Psalm 37:7,34).

Lesson Outline:

· How do you feel while waiting in long lines (Amusement Parks, fast food restaurants, banks...)?

· Describe the emotions of people during traffic jams?

· How do you handle these situations?

· What is the definition of faith? What is the relation between faith and patience?

· Can you give some examples, from the Bible, of people that have endured for a long time with faith and patience?

a) Joseph: hatred; false accusation from employer; separation from his family
b) Job: financial ruin; death in family; sickness; problems with wife and friends
· Can you relate your life to these problems?

· Why do you think God waits, sometimes it seems for us too long, before He solves our problems?

a) To test our faith ...

b) Our problems, if we endure them patiently and He eventually solves, is glorifying to Him.
c) This, in turn, earns us glory in His kingdom ...

d) He knows the right time that is best for solving our problems.

Applications:

· Give examples, from our lives, of people who endured problems for a long time and prevailed by their faith, which gave them perseverance.

Conclusion:


Faith and patience are always rewarded with victory on earth and eternity in Heaven because He said, “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his works” (Revelation 22:12).



(
FAITH

The life of thanksgiving is connected with other virtues which precede and incorporate into it. Faith is among these virtues and in particular, I mean the faith in God in certain qualities, without which we cannot reach the life of thanksgiving, and in the first place: The faith in God as doer of good things, and lover of mankind for all things.


He loves you as a person more than you love yourself, and cares for you more than you care for yourself, and therefore He always does you good. As lover of mankind He must do good with you even without your asking. He is able to give you all you need whatever the obstacles may lie. He is all powerful.


He is also the Almighty, watches over everything “He shall preserve you from all evil; He shall preserve your soul. The Lord shall preserve your going out and your coming in.” (Ps 121:7-8)


The freedom that God granted man does not mean that He gave up running the universe, leaving every one to do what he likes without control. But God gives freedom, observes, watches over everything and guides the affairs according to his good will. He changes what needs change, suspends some matters, and does not allow others and all this needs thanksgiving. Here, you thank God for His running the universe and preserving you from the wicked.


Fear goes away from you and you feel secure with the protection of God because the evil you fear comes to you from three sources: Either evil people, or the demons or yourself. And God the Almighty rules over all these sources, and how many times He blocks it for your salvation whether you know or you do not know. God does not grant absolute freedom to anyone, otherwise the world will perish! Listen to David singing: “If it had not been the Lord who was on our side, when men rose up against us, then they would have swallowed us alive, when their wrath was kindled against us.” (Ps 124:2-3).


Therefore, thank God because He preserves you from evil men “... and no one will attack you to hurt you”. (Acts18:10). If one day you suffered any harm, be sure it is for your benefit and it will end good, and you will receive a blessing out of it. Thank God for all you get, even the evil which God will turn good.


Even the devils are not completely free in what they do. God does not leave them to their pleasure otherwise they will destroy the whole earth! It is quite clear in the story of Job and how the freedom of Satan was limited; he proposed certain things which God allowed some and denied others, imposing limits and restrictions. First, He said to him, “Behold, all that he has is in your power; only do not lay a hand on his person.” (Job 1:12). The second time He allowed him to lay his hand on Job’s body “... but spare his life.” (Job 2:6).


Then, thank God who restricted the freedom of Satan. This grants you peace of heart so you do not fear Satin or his allies of wicked men. Peace and non-fear is a blessing for which you thank God and confidently say, “If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Rom 8:31). Therefore, you live in permanent security which is also a blessing that needs thanksgiving.


The faithful person lives in peace, security, confidence in God’s work, non-fear and with this faith, his life turns to constant thanks.


This faith which caused him the thanksgiving is also a blessing. He sleeps in the bosom of God peacefully, thanking Him for His care, whatever the pressure of the surrounding circumstances. This is because he constantly looks at the work of God and not the pressing circumstances, and says with David the Prophet in the fullness of faith: “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me.” (Ps. 23:4)


Our short humanly vision might stand against this faith, and consequently, it will not allow the existence of thanksgiving. But it could cause worry, fear and the feeling that the divine help is far! Our humanly vision is short and limited because it only sees the current problems and do not see the coming solutions! It sees the present pain and do not see the future joy.


Therefore, if you live in the problem you suffer, but if you live in the faith you will see many solutions, and become joyful and give thanks to God.


There is a big difference between faith and sight. Sight means you see the things with your eyes, and you do not give thanks except for the tangible good which your eyes see. But, in faith you give thanks for the good you see and believe it exists trusting in the work of God. Faith sees what the eye cannot see and the senses cannot feel.


It sees the work of God and His coming grace and help. Also, it sees the future work of God as if it is existent now, and rejoices with it and gives thanks for it. He sees God leading him into green pastures, and preserves his going out and his coming in. Faith says with the Apostle: “All things work together for good to those who love God”. (Rom 8:28)


Oh, that you learn this verse and put it always in front of you so it will be a spring of thanksgiving for you. Take note in this verse the phrase “to those who love God”. Those who love God, they feel His love and trust His promises, and therefore they are very confident that all things work for them for good because it is under the control of God, lover of mankind.


Accordingly they live in constant joy and thanksgiving in line with their love to God. “...love believes all things” (1 Cor 13:7). He believes that water can come out of the solid rock (Ex 17:6). He believes that God can make the sea into dry land in which he walks safely, and also believes that God can rain bread from heaven to eat. By faith, he can see God with him in the lion’s den, also in the burning furnace.

PATIENCE


The whole thing is a mere time factor between faith and sight. You believe in what you cannot see in senses and you give God a period of time to show you this thing in sight after a while. “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed”. (John 20:29). Through faith, look at the problems- in the light of God’s intervention- which He turns into good.


Man must be patient and long-suffering to see the work of God. There are works which seem difficult but it turns good in a period of time, which might be long sometimes. Man needs to wait the Lord Who without fail, will work at the right time chosen by His good will.


We take an example of what happened to the upright Joseph: He was sold as a slave, and although he accepted that and served honestly and sincerely, a fabricated charge by the wife of Potiphar resulted in his imprisonment. Time went by when he thought that God has abandoned him, but, at the right time, God turned this trial into good, released him from prison to become the first ruler in Egypt. Therefore, it is a matter of patience and waiting for God believing He is able to turn evil into good.


Also, the story of Mordecai and Haman: For a long time Mordecai received many persecutions from Haman who prepared the gallows for him. He even persevered in his injustice and arrogance that he almost destroyed the whole people. But, at the proper time God interfered to save Mordecai and the people, and “Haman was hanged on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai”. (Esth 7:10).


Look at the persecutions which Diocletian blew up against the church. He was a very cruel ruler who shed the blood of many martyrs, but at the proper time God interfered and saved His people from Diocletian whose life had a bad ending. Constantine issued Milan’s decree in 313 AD allowing freedom of religion. Christianity benefited from persecutions: depth in spiritualities and firmness in faith.


There is no problem that lasts forever. Certainly it will end one day, but it needs patience based on faith. Look at Job’s trial: It was very hard and it expanded till it covered all his wealth, sons, daughters, friends and his wife. It lasted for a time but ended into good and better. Our teacher the Apostle James said, “Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the purpose of the Lord.” (James 5:11). “Now the Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning...after this Job lived one hundred and forty years, and saw his children and grand children for four generations” (Job 42:12-16).


Job profited spiritual benefits from his trial, which deserved thanksgiving. He profited many good things in his life. Also, in the previous stories how great are the benefits Mordecai, or Joseph and his brothers received, and which were not obtainable except through trial and affliction. But, by faith and patience we see the purposes of God and receive all the good and the blessing.


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By your patience, possess your souls.





Luke 21:19
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