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Christian Youth and Family Life

Objective:

· The clarification of the meaning of a Christian family, its importance and depth, as well as the role of Christian youth in it

Memory Verse:

“Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another” (Romans 12:10).
Introduction:


The Christian family is the basis upon which the holy Church of God grows, extends, and is edified. Since the beginning of creation, the family has been the model and ideal of God’s purpose. The purpose of creating a family is to form a spiritual unity and a partnership of love, friendship, and self-giving displayed by all its members. This family would thus be a simple reflection of the unity among the three Trinities.


However, when sin entered the world, it destroyed this unity. Nevertheless, God reinstated, by the death of Christ and His resurrection, a new Christian meaning of family life. This is different from the concept that an ordinary social man holds.
· Members of a human family are bound together by cooperation and loyal ties.

· Members of the Church family are members in the one body united to the Head, to Christ. Thus, Christ in the family is the origin, the basis, the goal, and its glory.

Lesson Outline:

I. Functions of the Family

A. The function of love


The love expressed by all for Jesus Christ, and through such love, reciprocal love springs out among all members. The love that reigns within the hearts of the members clarifies the purpose of God in designating marriage. Truly, all that is subject to the laws of time will disappear in the divine kingdom, whereas love among the members will last eternally.


When a child grows up in a truly Christian family, he absorbs religion through his experience of love. Therefore, he becomes saturated by the spirit of respect and holiness and aspires with his whole being to God and eternity.

B. The function of finding living members of the Church of God


God has decreed, “Be fruitful and multiply” (Genesis 49:25; Jeremiah 29:6; Psalm 127; Psalm 128).


When a godmother/godfather announces the Christian creed and denounces Satan at the ceremony of baptism of a child, she/he becomes responsible for delivering the faith to the child. This is his/her duty until the age of maturity, when the child is able to denounce the devil by his own free will and determination.


From the above, the importance of family worship, of a spiritual domestic atmosphere, and ethical leadership becomes obvious. This is because the object of forming a family is to enlarge the kingdom of God; that can be done by bringing in new members to share life with God. Moreover, it is the duty of a spiritual family to present the best it has (of children) as an offering consecrated for the service of the Word.

C. The function of providing good testimony before others standing outside the Church


The task of the family is to prepare saints who testify for Jesus Christ. They should bear the following features:

· Chastity, decency, and sanctity; with these, a low voice is associated
· Generosity and hospitality to guests and strangers; that is a divine commandment (1 Thessalonians 3:2). Whatever the actual housing conditions, the reception of the needy and the clergy in Christian homes achieve a deeply needed Christian interaction.

· Nationalism and absence of fanaticism
· Internal coalition and the solution of problems, due to different reactions, by prayer
II. The Dimensions of Family Relationships

A. Adoption (Exodus 20:12; Proverbs 6:20-23; 10:1; 13:1; 17:6; 17:25; 19:13; 23:24; 30:17).


However, adoption in the Christian sense goes beyond ethics to something more sublime (Romans 8:29). The heavenly Father introduced fatherhood and adoption to mankind in its highest and holiest sense through the obedience of Jesus to His Father and by His coming to our world. Thus, through baptism and Jesus Christ, His Son, we are accepted as sons of God (1 Corinthians 1:9).


Our adoption, consequently, does not end at honoring our parents. Indeed, we are liberated from physical ties so that our scope for obedience widens into the ultimate obedience of Truth. This means that a son in Christianity should learn to abhor his old self, that self which is emotionally bound to physical fatherhood (Luke 14:16).

· Thus, the son honors his parents out of spiritual and not ethical motives. He loves his parents based on truth and not through family allegiance.

· Motherhood, fatherhood, and brotherhood are all expanded to include all of humanity (Mark 3:34).

· When family interests conflict with truth, we should obey God above men (Matthew 19).

· Punishment and edification are accepted as issuing from the Cross and not from men (Hebrews 7:28; Hebrews 2:10).

B. Brotherhood (Proverbs 17:17; 18:19; Psalm 119)


Human brotherhood is wonderful, and God’s purpose is that man lives with his brother in spiritual coexistence. Man, however, has been unable to establish union with his brother. Nevertheless, Christianity has granted man the grace of love. This is in accordance with the divine commandment to “love your God with all your heart, might, and will, and to love your neighbor as yourself.”


The mystery behind our own self-rejection is the imaginary life we lead. Once we come into contact with fellow brothers, dreams quickly dissolve. Instead of repairing our ways, we reverse our anger onto them and hate them. Actually, if I am disturbed by the vanity of a fellow brother, then I am the one who is actually vain.


Undoubtedly, there is pain in brotherhood, and if I love my brother who hurts me, then it means that I have crucified myself with its passions and whims. It also means that my heart has opened up to receive the love poured into it by the Holy Spirit (John 13:34.35; 15:12,13). St. John the Apostle teaches us the importance of this commandment of brotherly love which Jesus Christ Himself has delivered to us (1 John 3:16). It reflects Christ’s love for us, and it is the best testimony of discipleship; “by this all will know that you are My disciples.”

That is why brotherly love is the peak of spiritual influence in the life of a person (2 John 1:6; James 1:9; 4:11; Romans 12:10; Matthew 18:15-17; Galatians 6:1,2; 1 Corinthians 8:12; 2 Thessalonians 3:14).


From the above verses, we realize that the most important brotherly interactions are embodied in the following virtues:
· Absence of vanity and absence of self-humiliation
· Refraining from criticism and condemnation
· Reproving mildly, correcting in a spirit of meekness, and warning with brotherly love
· Caring for weak souls not to overburden them or become stumbling blocks for them
· Sharing the burdens and frailties of others while offering friendship as a testimony of love

The isolation of a sly person from among Christians is a sin, as well as all forms of isolation from fellow patriots as an excuse for protecting the inner spiritual life; this is a kind of Pharisee or concentric attitude. Being broad-minded, however, does not imply that our children should imitate the unseemly behavior of others.


If a believer suffers on account of his friendliness with his fellow brothers, then he should persevere in prayer, patience and loving acts so that the Holy Spirit may work and reconcile opposites (Ezekiel 37). It is a unique example of the power of the spirit to reconcile diversity (different members) to complement the work of the ministry and the consequent edification of the body of Christ.


Our Lord Jesus Christ taught us in the parable of the good Samaritan that it is my brother who needs my love, mercy, and friendliness, whatever his religion, sect, or belief.

C. Marital companionship


Marital love is associated with coexistence and not with possession. One partner loves the other regardless of any consideration than that of being his/her partner.


Through reciprocal love, the fallen conjugal nature is transformed into a place established in the new heaven.

D. Parenthood


Human parenthood has been greatly honored ever since the very beginning of creation. This is important in that God clarifies to us the depth of His love for us by asking us to call Him our Father. Actually, parenthood in the Person of the Father was a divine commandment in the Old Testament. It was concerned with the great task of education (Deuteronomy 21:8.12; Proverbs 13:24; 19:18; 20:7; 22:6).


Scientific education underlines the most important aspects of education and the responsibilities of parents as follows:

· Parents are responsible for their children’s physical health.

· Their responsibility for psychological health entails satisfying the child’s need for love, tenderness, and undiscriminating treatment.

· Their responsibility for mental health by focusing on the development of imaginative and memory powers, as well as enlarging the culture and general knowledge of the child.

· Their responsibility for social education and training the child to help others.

· Moral education, like telling the truth and being honest, sincere, and cooperative is another responsibility
· Their responsibility for aesthetic development, including revulsion from anything ugly
· Their responsibility for the development of an all-rounded personality of the child
E. Spiritual fatherhood


St. John Chrysostom sets a precondition that those who practice parenthood do so not on account of their physical birth but on account of their spiritual birth, for while the former is doomed to destruction, the latter leads to eternity.


St. Paul the Apostle says, “Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation?” (1 Thes 5:8). This is an example of spiritual parenthood. Moreover, it clarifies the importance of caring for the members of our household.

F. Spiritual leadership


This needs to be an unbiased guidance, cautious but encouraging, as well as enlightened (1 Corinthians 3:21; Ephesians 6:4). It should not be tyrannical but motivated by love and Christian inclinations. It involves no discrimination.


A Christian family, moreover, should not prevent its youth from pursuing a life of consecration to God, thereby offering their lives as a burnt sacrifice to Him.
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Verse to Memorize: 

	Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another.
 Romans 12:10
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