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How the Lord Prepared the World for Incarnation 
Objective: 
To understand the fullness of time and how it was the perfect time for the Incarnation 

Memory Verse: 

“But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law” (Galatians 4:4). 
References: 

“An introduction to the Gospels and Acts,” Anba Moussa
Introduction: 


The Lord had promised Adam, after his fall, that He would send the Messiah from the seed of a woman to bruise the head of the serpent (Genesis 3:15). 


Generations followed one another, waiting for that promised Savior, and at the fullness of time God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the Law (Galatians 4). What does the term “the fullness of time” mean? It means the time in which the Lord prepared the world to receive the Savior. This preparation included many domains discussed in this lesson. 

Lesson Outline: 

I. The Religious Domain 

The Jews returned from the exile in Babylon in the 5th Century BC. The feeling of repentance filled them because of their sins and their worship of idols. They showed true repentance before Ezra and Nehemiah. Days went by and the Greeks occupied Jerusalem by the hands of Antiochus Epiphanes, who hated the Jews and wanted to destroy them. But a priest called Matthias opposed him and led a famous revolution called the Revolution of the Maccabees. The Revolution gained victory over the Greek occupation, recovered the city and the temple. They cleaned the temple, and instituted the Feast of Dedication, which Christ attended later on (John 10:22). 


The difficult conditions of the Jews at that time made them gather in groups in different parts of the world. Their synagogues spread all over the world so that James the apostle said, “Moses has had in every city those who preach him” (Acts 15.21). This spreading was a good basis for the spread of Christianity later on. 


Ptolemy Philadelphius, a wise king, requested the elders of the Jews to translate the Old Testament into Greek. That happened in the third century BC (285-247 BC). Seventy-two elders performed that work, and the Septuagint came into existence and spread in all parts of the world. This is the translation on which the Lord Christ and the Fathers the Apostles relied and from which they quoted many verses. It was a suitable preparation for the coming of Christ. 


We should not forget the clear meaning in the stories and history of different nations before the coming of Christ, expressing hearty longing for the coming of a savior that would save humanity from destruction. 

II. The Political Domain 


The Roman Empire controlled the entire world and that led to a sort of political settlement and social settlement that paved the way for the spread of Christianity. The Roman Empire issued the law and paved roads; that helped the preaching journeys go everywhere, to the east or to the west. There were no bands of robbers, and small civil wars stopped for a long time. This helped the spread of Christianity. 

It is a fact that the Emperors of Rome persecuted Christianity, but this persecution was a blessed stimulus for more work and preaching. 

III. The Linguistic Domain 


The Greek language spread in all parts of the world, starting from the days of Alexander the Great. The Greek occupation succeeded in spreading this language. The Holy Bible was translated into Greek and this made it easy for the apostles to preach in all the parts of the world. Greek philosophy and Greek culture paved the way for Christianity, when Christianity began to search for the greatest facts and investigate them. 

IV. God - man - universe - existing things – manners ... etc. 


Thus, each played their role: 

· The Jews played the religious role. 

· The Greek played the cultural role. 

· The Romans played the political and practical role. 

Christianity started with a group of simple fisherman, without any weapon or money. But they started with a strong faith that could overcome mountains. During a period of a few years, Christianity could attract the whole world and direct it to Christ, who gave Himself for us. 

Exercise: 


The Lord prepared the world to receive His glorious Nativity. Mustn’t we prepare our hearts to receive Christ? How? This is a question for your class to discuss.


NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
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Verse to memorize: 
	But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law.

Galatians 4:4


1. What does the term “fullness of time” mean?
2. What caused the Jews to spread in groups in different parts of the world?

3. How did their spread help the apostles later on?
4. The Roman Empire paved the way to evangelism. Explain:
5. How did Greek language and culture aid Christianity?

6. Describe how and why the Septuagint was composed:
7. How did the Septuagint help in the spread of Christianity to the world?
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