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The First Epistle of St. Peter (Part I) 
Objective: 
Clarifying the true Christian dimensions offered to us in the New Testament through the Blood of Christ
Memory Verse: 

“But rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy” (1 Peter 4:13)
References: 

1. “The First Epistle of Peter,” St. George Church, Sporting, Alexandria
2. The Studies of Dr. Maurice Tawadrous, Coptic Orthodox Seminary 

3. “The Testing Fire,” Fr. Marcos Daoud 

4. Interpretations of William Parkley 

5. “Interpretation of the Catholic Epistle,” Bishop Moussa
Introduction: 


The writer of this epistle is our teacher St. Peter whose name was Simon, Son of Jonah, or Cephas (1 Corinthians 1:12). His brother’s name was Andrew and was one of twelve apostles. He was a fisherman and Christ called him at Sea Galilee (Matthew 4:18) 


He was known for his rash and zeal; his strong and weak characteristics are known to all. St. Peter was a married man. He preached among the Jews while Paul preached among the Gentiles (nations). Both were martyred in Rome during the reign of Nero. 


The Epistle was written in Babylon. The common belief is that it was written in Old Babylon (Old Cairo in Egypt). St. Peter visited Egypt where he met St. Mark. 

Lesson Outline: 

I. The time when the epistle was written 


It was written a short time after St. Paul had written his epistle to the Romans. This means that it was written between 63 & 67 AD, since St. Peter the apostle was martyred at the hands of Nero in 68 AD. 

II. To whom was it written? 


It was written to all the chosen people of the Jews who live as refugees scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia and Asia Minor.

It is one of the Catholic epistles which our teacher St. Peter wrote to encourage the believers to stand firm in faith as they suffer afflictions and persecutions, to explain to the believers the value of salvation gained through Jesus Christ, and to give them instructions about the life that they should lead in conformity with the holiness of their call. He concentrated on the commitments of the Christians among the people of the world and their conduct among nations. The epistle is full of valuable advices directed to the priests and the congregation. 

Aim: 


Showing the value of salvation introduced in the New Testament through the Blood of Christ and how to obtain salvation and keep it 

III. Contents 

Chapter 1
A. The blessing 

It is clearly worded in verses 1-12 

Verse 1: We notice the apostle’s love for the name given to him by Christ as everything has become new. 

Verse 2: We notice that the Heavenly Father chooses the believers. The one who wants to be sure that he has been chosen should obey the Spirit and should be sanctified by the Blood of Christ. In this case he is surely chosen. 


The work of the Holy Trinity in believers is clear in this verse; the Father has chosen us according to His foreknowledge. 

· The Holy Spirit has sanctified us for the purpose of being obedient. 

· The Son, the Logos (the Word), redeemed us with His blood. 

Verse 3: The apostle gives blessing, thanks, and glorification to the Hypostasis of the Heavenly Father, the Father of our Lord Jesus, through whose love and great mercy gave us a new birth through water and Spirit to live not for earthly hope but for the living hope. The basis and source of the living hope is the earnest promises of the Lord and the power of the Lord’s resurrection from the dead. 

Verse 4: Christian hope aims at the kingdom of heaven, our Lord Jesus, and living with the Lord in His glory. This is an inheritance which we inherit as we inherit with Him. This inheritance is incorruptible, undefiled and unfading. Wars and accidents cannot affect it; time and place cannot influence it. 

Verse 5: One of the basic creeds in Christianity is that the faithful are safeguarded because we are His sheep and He is our Shepherd. He is also our great High Priest and our beloved dear Father. And we are His sons and daughters.
Verses 6-7: There is no doubt that the salvation obtained by the faithful from Christ makes him rejoice all the days of his life, in spite of afflictions and trials everywhere and at all times. These trials have a function: to reveal our faith when the Lord Jesus appears in His glory and the glory of His Father. 

Verse 8: Although we haven’t seen the Lord Jesus when He was in the flesh as St. Peter saw Him, yet through faith we believe in His existence, incarnation, resurrection and His Second Coming. Therefore we love Him from all our heart because He first loved us. This faith in the Savior makes us rejoice greatly with unspeakable and glorified joy (1Peter 1: 9-10). 


There is no other aim for us than to be saved and to save many other souls with us. Any work in the Church of God that does not aim at salvation or bear fruit of salvation for souls is not spiritual and Christ has no share in it. 


This salvation of ours in Christ was searched for by the prophets of the Old Testament, who longed to see what we see but did not see and to hear what we hear but did not hear. As for us, May our eyes be blessed because they see and may our ears be blessed because they hear (Hebrews 11:13). 

Verse 11: The apostle emphasizes that the process of waiting and searching that the prophets exercised was under the guidance of the Holy Spirit operating in them. They were waiting for the time and hour when the Son of Man would come. 

Verse 12: The apostle declares that the prophecies of the Old Testament were preliminaries to and declarations of the salvation given to us by the Holy Spirit operating in our fathers the apostles. 

IV. Responsibility: This is clear in Verses 13-24 


We must set out hope fully upon the grace of God which is given to us in this world through the Church sacraments and is fulfilled at the revelation of Jesus Christ to the Church in His glory on the day of His second Coming. Thus, spiritual life is a matter of deep trust in grace with spiritual vigilance and struggle. 


Do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance (verses 14-16). Obeying the commandments is a characteristic of the children of God. Their obedience to the Commandments of God made them refuse to share the joys of this world. They practiced these joys in the days of ignorance before renewing themselves and becoming acquainted with the Savior. But the children of grace are commanded not to be content with the passive approach but practice the active approach, living the holy life. 

A. Conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile (Verses 7-21) 


Our Father judges each one impartially. He knows the heart of man and does not judge by appearance, and He will judge each one according to his deeds; hence, it is necessary to conduct ourselves with fear and reverence throughout the time of our exile because we know that Our Lord Christ redeemed us not with perishable things such as silver or gold but with the precious blood of the Savior, the Lamb of God who redeemed us from the futile ways inherited from our fathers and from our earthly nature of the flesh. This redemption was destined by the Heavenly Father before the foundation of the world but was made manifest at the end of the times when the Lord incarnated, became man, died and rose from the dead for us. 

B. Purify your souls by your obedience to the truth (Verse 22) 


Christ is the Truth and whoever obeys Him and submits his life to Him, his soul will be purified and the work of the Holy Spirit will sanctify his life. Love, which is the nature of God, will abide in him. It is not like the love of the people of the world, which is characterized by personal gain, interest, hypocrisy and fraudulence. If we are really the children of God, the spirit of love must fill our hearts and we must love one another earnestly. 

C. The New birth - The Second Birth (Verses 23-24) 


We have been born anew not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God. This second birth is baptism. The source of this birth is the work of God, the Second Hypostasis, Lord Jesus. The first birth of the flesh is perishable like the grass of the field, and all the glory of the flesh is like the flower of grass. The grass withers and the flower falls but those who are born of God abide forever. 


This is the main topic of preaching. Whoever believes in the Son enjoys the everlasting life. 

D. Hymn (Verse 25) 


The apostle presents the opposite image of the flesh, whose glory falls. But the glory of the Word of God abides forever. Heaven and earth will pass away but the word of God is everlasting because the Source of the word is everlasting. 

V. Chapter 2
A. Chosen Race, the Blessing 


God has chosen us to be members of His Holy Body. This means that we who believe have been chosen by grace to enjoy the everlasting life. 


“A holy Royal priesthood” means that we are devoted to the Great King. We offer our life as an acceptable and pleasing sacrifice offered through the grace of Christ to be acceptable to God. 


“A holy nation” does not have the political meaning but it means that all the Christians are sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 


“God’s own people” means that we are God’s people. He made us and we are His people. We have been redeemed by His blood so that we may not live for ourselves but for He who died for us and rose from the dead. 


We have to declare the wonderful deeds of His grace, how He raised us from the dust and ash heap and how He called us out of darkness into the kingdom of the Son of His love. The believer must preach the chosen grace in his life. 


Man has freedom to accept or refuse the choice of the Lord. 

Verses 6-8: He who believes in Jesus as a Pure Holy Sacrifice for the life of the world does not fail. Faith in the Lord as Savior gives man everlasting life. Trust in the Lord as the Chief Cornerstone in the life of man gives him salvation from every sin. Simon the elder prophesied that the Lord will be the cause of the rising of many people and the stumble and fall of many people. Anyone who believes in him will be honored; anyone who does not accept the word will be judged by the Truth, he will stumble and fall before the truth and will be rejected. 


All these advantages, although they make us aliens and exiles in this world, are originally set for the benefit of this world. 

VI. Responsibility 

A. Put away all sins 

Verse 1: The apostle asks the believers to put away all malice, guile, insincerity, envy, slander, reproaching and despising others because such things are not in conformity with their sonship to God; these do not go along with the call of the Lord Christ for their conduct to be right and good. 

B. Grow up by the Word of God 

Verse 2: He speaks to them as if they were new in faith. So he likens them to babes; but when the faithful grow in their fellowship with God, they become adults and seek no milk but fatty food that suits the life of fellowship with God. 

C. Bearing witness through the holy conduct. 

Verse 11: Then the apostle speaks about what Christians have to do towards holiness in life, by refraining from the desire of the flesh, and how their conduct should be appropriate so that God may be glorified through the deeds of His children. 

VII. Submission to the civil authorities (verses 13-16) 


The apostle draws their attentions to submit themselves to the civil authorities, whether to the supreme ruler or to governors of provinces; it is God’s will that by doing right you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. He explains the meaning of freedom as Christians should understand it; it is a spiritual gift. The apostle advises Christians to honor all men, love the brotherhood and fear God. 

VIII. Endure pain for the sake of Christ 


Be watchful so that your conduct may not cause pain and thus become a hindrance to the name given to us. The faithful have been chosen to endure pain so the name of God is glorified in them. They imitate the Lord who was “as a sheep led to the slaughter and He opens not his mouth.” St. Peter explains, through the blessed verses, the work of Christ’s redemption and how He was a guilt offering for our lives; through His work of redemption, we were brought back to the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. 

Aids: 

First: Chapter One. 


Some prophecies and symbols of salvation are in the Old Testament, showing similarities between the paschal lamb and Christ’s offering. 

Second: Chapter Two. 


Refer to examples of some of the chosen people in the Old and New Testaments and explain the commitments of this choice (Abraham - Jeremiah - John the Baptist - Anba Bishoy). 

Application 

First: Chapter One 

· Pick up the phrases that indicate the virtues of faith, hope and love from chapter one and apply them. 

· There is an association between grace and work in this chapter; describe it. 

Second: Chapter Two 

· Are my sufferings due to personal attributes such as bad temper, pride or disobedience? 

· Do my life and my conduct seem strange to the spirit of this world, or am I looking forward to go along with the flow of the world? 

· What is the concept of real freedom to me? (Verse 16) 

· What is Christ’s position in the upbringing of the Church as the congregation of the faithful? Contemplate this point guided by the words of St. Peter the apostle. 

· What are the positions of the faithful, what is their message, what are their values according to the work of the Cross, as explained by our teacher St. Peter?
· Explain the concepts of obedience and freedom from the Christian point of view. 




I Peter 1

	1
	Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,

	2
	elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied.

	3
	Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

	4
	to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,

	5
	who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

	6
	In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials,

	7
	that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,

	8
	whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,

	9
	receiving the end of your faith-the salvation of your souls.

	10
	Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that would come to you,

	11
	searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.

	12
	To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-things which angels desire to look into.

	13
	Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

	14
	as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance;

	15
	but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,

	16
	because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy."

	17
	And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one's work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear;

	18
	knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers,

	19
	but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.

	20
	He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you

	21
	who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

	22
	Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,

	23
	having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever,

	24
	because "All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, And its flower falls away,

	25
	But the word of the Lord endures forever." Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you.


I Peter 2

	1
	Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking,

	2
	as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby,

	3
	if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.

	4
	Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious,

	5
	you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

	6
	Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, "Behold, I lay in Zion A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame."

	7
	Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, "The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone,"

	8
	and "A stone of stumbling And a rock of offense." They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed.

	9
	But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

	10
	who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.

	11
	Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul,

	12
	having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.

	13
	Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake, whether to the king as supreme,

	14
	or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good.

	15
	For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men-

	16
	as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God.

	17
	Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.

	18
	Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh.

	19
	For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully.

	20
	For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God.

	21
	For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:

	22
	"Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth";

	23
	who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously;

	24
	who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness-by whose stripes you were healed.

	25
	For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.



INTRODUCTION TO THE 1ST EPISTLE OF St. PETER(
THE WRITER OF THE EPISTLE

1. The scholars and the Fathers of the Church have unanimously agreed that St. Peter was the writer.

2. St. Irenaeus was the first to quote some sayings from the epistle, mentioning St. Peter’s name. However, we find some excerpts in the writings of early and late Fathers following him, as in the epistle of St. Barnabas, the writings of St. Clement of Rome, the book of the Shepherd by Hermas, and the writings of St. Polycarp the Martyr.

3. St. Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, Eusebius of Caesarea have mentioned that the epistle of St. Peter is widely accepted by the Church without any doubt.

4. The epistle is in harmony with the style of St. Peter’s sermons mentioned in the book of Acts; for example:

a. First: He referred to God as Judge who judges with no partiality (Chapter 1:7 with Acts 10:34).

b. Second: He emphasized the theme about the Father who raised Christ. (Chapter 1:21 with Acts 2:32 & 3:15, 10:40).

c. Third: His declaration that the Lord Jesus is the Chief Cornerstone. (Chapter 2:7 with Acts 4:11)

5. St. Peter did not know the Greek language; however, St. Mark and St. Selvanus perfected it, and they were close to him.

TO WHOM WAS IT WRITTEN?

1. It was written to the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia in Asia Minor. (Ch1:1)

2. Some believe that St. Peter did not mean the regions according to their official geographical locations. For example, Pontus was in the district of Galatia till the year 63 A.D. Phrygia, which occupied a large area in Asia Minor, was not mentioned between the districts. However, the carrier of the epistle could not have passed from Cappadocia to Asia without passing through Phrygia. Thus, it was impossible for the Christian readers of this epistle not to enter the region of Phrygia, especially that their number was many (Acts 18:23). Therefore, these names had a broader meaning; they meant all Asia Minor.

3. On the Day of Pentecost, there were some from Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia. (Acts 2:9).
4. Pontus was located by Bohrof El-Karm, which is the origin of Aquila. Since St. Peter started addressing his epistle to this district, Tertullian, St. Cyprian the Martyr and St. Jerome called this epistle “the Epistle to Pontus.”

5. Cappadocia lies west of Pontus.

6. Asia refers to the district of Asia, under Asia Minor. This was the place where Aquila was born. (Acts 18:2)

7. Bithynia is near Pontus of Constantinople.

TIME AND PLACE OF ITS WRITING:


It was written between the years 63 and 67 A.D, during the persecution of Nero (54-68 A.D.).

It was written from Babylon (Ch 5:13). There were different opinions regarding the city of Babylon:

1. All agreed that it was not the one on the Euphrates River, for it was destroyed at that time, and tradition did not mention that St. Peter went there. It is very unlikely that Sts. Mark and Silas went there. 
2. Catholics claim that it refers to Rome, relying on the fact that Babel mentioned in the Revelation refers to Rome. However, there is nothing that either supports or refutes that opinion.

a. First: Why did not St. Peter mention the name “Rome”?

b. Second: Historically, St. Peter did not arrive at Rome early enough before his martyrdom to allow himself to write two epistles.

c. Third: The arrangement of the provinces as mentioned in the epistle, from East to West, supports the idea that the epistle was written somewhere in the East.

3. The most accurate opinion is that Babel is “Babylon,” or Old Cairo, which was earlier a habitation for a Jewish community and a station for Roman soldiers whose influence still exists until today.


Historical traditions support this opinion, which state that St. Mark came to Egypt in year 61 A.D. or 62 A.D.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE EPISTLE:

1. It is very similar to St. Paul’s epistles, especially Ephesians, Romans, Galatians and Titus. We also find many similar expressions between this epistle and St. Paul’s to the Hebrews.

2. St. Peter took many excerpts from the Old Testament because he is the apostle of circumcision, the apostle to the Jews.

3. He constantly and repetitively refers to the words of the Lord Jesus Himself because he was an eyewitness to what the Lord Jesus has said and done.

PURPOSE OF THE EPISTLE:

1. To encourage the believers to accept sufferings: this epistle is considered one of the excellent comforting epistles, and every chapter is filled with a comforting message
2. To reveal the practical holy and mutual relationships within the family, society and Church through faith in the Crucified Lord Jesus
OUTLINE OF THE EPISTLE:

1. Salvation and sufferings 
Ch. 1

2. Our relation with Christ our Rock 
Ch. 2

3. Our social relations in the Lord Jesus 
Ch. 2

4. Our family relations in the Lord Jesus 
Ch. 3

5. Our relations with those suffering in the Lord Jesus 
Ch. 3

6. Tribulations and the life of holiness 
Ch. 4

7. Our Church relations in the Lord Jesus 
Ch. 5











































( The First Epistle of St. Peter, Fr. Tadros Yacoub Malaty, translated by Ferial Moawad, St. George’s Coptic Orthodox Church, Sporting – Alexandria, 1999
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