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The Christian and Mammon (Money) 
Objective: 
Using money wisely

Memory Verse: 

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon” (Matthew 6:24). 
References: 

· James 1:9-11, 2:1-7, 5:1-6 

· “God and Money” 

Introduction: 


Many people concern themselves with mammon with all its forms - money, buildings, clothes, precious articles, and means of living or a possession of any type - and see that money is their means to enjoy themselves and a source of rejoicing in the world. 


Love of money is a sin that leads to other sins, as St. Paul the apostle said, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Timothy 6:10). 


Love of money leads to exploitation, injustice, stealing, covetousness, lies, murder and hypocrisy; for example, remember the Bible story of Ahab, Jezebel and Naboth of Jezreel (1 Kings 21:1-16, James 2:1-7). 


Money has become the main target of life, so it keeps people away from the kingdom of God and makes them resist God; in this way, the words uttered by our Lord Jesus Christ about money has come true (Refer to Matthew 6:24, John 12:6, John 22:3-6, Acts 8:18-23). 


The Church, in her service, forgets money and concentrates on serving God alone, following the principle set by our Savior for service. So the Church offers her services free of charge (Refer to Matthew l0:8). 


When money becomes the sole object of man, man becomes anxious about worldly affairs (e.g. the rich fool). Some people in the Church did not concern themselves at all with money and led a monastic life (e.g. the story of St. Arsanius who, after being ordained a monk, refused to inherit a rich property because the dead do not inherit the property of the dead). 


Money causes burdens, worries, cares and troubles that are likened to the thorns in the Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13:22). 


That is why the Church does not care about money, does not save it or collect it, and does not accept offerings from the unfaithful, except for buying coal. 


Christ drew out the truth from the clashing principles and gave a new approach for using money. This approach was explained by Christ in His speech to His disciples, when He noticed their great surprise on hearing what He said to the rich, young man; Christ uttered His famous saying which is the key to the Christian approach to money (Mark 10:24). 


Christ declared that money in itself is not dangerous, but the danger lies in trusting in one’s riches. A poor man may perish because he loves money; at the same time, many rich people can be saved if they do not trust in their riches. 

Christian’s attitude towards money 
1. Wise use of money. 

2. How to gain money. 

We shall explain each point in details: 

· The Lord Christ, throughout His ministry, emphasized the necessity of making use of money in a wise way, aiming at guiding people to the kingdom of God. So true richness lies in virtue, not in possessions. St. Clement of Alexandria, in his book about money, says that money must be a useful means for the benefit of others, as in the parable of the unjust steward (Luke 16:1-12). Social Service and helping the needy are examples of the chief work of the Church. 

· Using money for doing good connects our hearts with the kingdom of God; “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matthew 6:21). Anba Aghathon says, “If you are longing for the kingdom of heaven, keep away from the richness of the world.” 

· Moreover, Christ our Lord states that spending money in doing good is the main venture of man, if he is to be given the full right to enter the eternal kingdom of God; the Lord, in His glory, will allow the righteous people on His right to enter His Kingdom because they spend their money in doing good. He will not allow people on His left to enter the kingdom because they did not spend their money in doing good (Matthew 25:31-46). 

· The Church advises her children to give alms because almsgiving is an essential part of true worship. 

· The Church fathers said that money is the worst master and the best servant. Here we refer to the attitude of the Church towards saving money. The Church doesn’t forbid saving money, but she forbids greedy accumulation because this leads people to trust in uncertain riches, which is a sin (1 Timothy 6:17-19). It is wise to save money to satisfy certain needs; Joseph was wise enough to store wheat in Egypt. (Genesis 41-49). 

· The Second part of our research deals with gaining money. It is good for a Christian to spend his money in a good and wise way. It is also good if he has gained it in an acceptable way. Hence, the Church commands her children to work in order to earn their own living. (2 Thessalonians 3:6-15). 

· We refer here to the principle of the Church: “Whoever refused to work is not allowed to eat.” Work, or the means of gaining money, from a Christian point of view, must be through an active, hard and honest work (read Matthew 25: 14-30). 

Exercise: 


Follow the Lord’s commandments and instructions concerning the means of gaining money and using it. 

Activity: 


Make full use of this topic for your benefit and refrain from the love of money. Let’s use money to do good. 





James 1:9-11

	9
	Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation,

	10
	but the rich in his humiliation, because as a flower of the field he will pass away.

	11
	For no sooner has the sun risen with a burning heat than it withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beautiful appearance perishes. So the rich man also will fade away in his pursuits.


James 2:1-7

	1
	My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality.

	2
	For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes,

	3
	and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, "You sit here in a good place," and say to the poor man, "You stand there," or, "Sit here at my footstool,"

	4
	have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?

	5
	Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?

	6
	But you have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich oppress you and drag you into the courts?

	7
	Do they not blaspheme that noble name by which you are called?


James 5:1-6

	1
	Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you!

	2
	Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten.

	3
	Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have heaped up treasure in the last days.

	4
	Indeed the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.

	5
	You have lived on the earth in pleasure and luxury; you have fattened your hearts as in a day of slaughter.

	6
	You have condemned, you have murdered the just; he does not resist you.


Luke 16:1-12

	1
	He also said to His disciples: "There was a certain rich man who had a steward, and an accusation was brought to him that this man was wasting his goods.

	2
	"So he called him and said to him, 'What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your stewardship, for you can no longer be steward.'

	3
	"Then the steward said within himself, 'What shall I do? For my master is taking the stewardship away from me. I cannot dig; I am ashamed to beg.

	4
	'I have resolved what to do, that when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses.'

	5
	"So he called every one of his master's debtors to him, and said to the first, 'How much do you owe my master?'

	6
	"And he said, 'A hundred measures of oil.' So he said to him, 'Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.'

	7
	"Then he said to another, 'And how much do you owe?' So he said, 'A hundred measures of wheat.' And he said to him, 'Take your bill, and write eighty.'

	8
	"So the master commended the unjust steward because he had dealt shrewdly. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in their generation than the sons of light.

	9
	"And I say to you, make friends for yourselves by unrighteous mammon, that when you fail, they may receive you into an everlasting home.

	10
	"He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.

	11
	"Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?

	12
	"And if you have not been faithful in what is another man's, who will give you what is your own?


Matthew 25:14-30

	14
	"For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them.

	15
	"And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey.

	16
	"Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents.

	17
	"And likewise he who had received two gained two more also.

	18
	"But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord's money.

	19
	"After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them.

	20
	"So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, 'Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.'

	21
	"His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'

	22
	"He also who had received two talents came and said, 'Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.'

	23
	"His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'

	24
	"Then he who had received the one talent came and said, 'Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed.

	25
	'And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.'

	26
	"But his lord answered and said to him, 'You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed.

	27
	'So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest.

	28
	'Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents.

	29
	'For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away.

	30
	'And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'


Matthew 25:31-46

	31
	"When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory.

	32
	"All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.

	33
	"And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left.

	34
	"Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:

	35
	'for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in;

	36
	'I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.'

	37
	"Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink?

	38
	'When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You?

	39
	'Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?'

	40
	"And the King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.'

	41
	"Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:

	42
	'for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink;

	43
	'I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.'

	44
	"Then they also will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?'

	45
	"Then He will answer them, saying, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.'

	46
	"And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."


2 Thessalonians 3:6-15

	6
	But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received from us.

	7
	For you yourselves know how you ought to follow us, for we were not disorderly among you;

	8
	nor did we eat anyone's bread free of charge, but worked with labor and toil night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you,

	9
	not because we do not have authority, but to make ourselves an example of how you should follow us.

	10
	For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat.

	11
	For we hear that there are some who walk among you in a disorderly manner, not working at all, but are busybodies.

	12
	Now those who are such we command and exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ that they work in quietness and eat their own bread.

	13
	But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary in doing good.

	14
	And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not keep company with him, that he may be ashamed.

	15
	Yet do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.




THE FAMILY AND MONEY

(H.G. Bishop Moussa, Bishop of Youth)
[image: image1.png]

Although money is a gift from God and has an important role in our lives, yet it is a root cause of all the recent conflicts at the individual, family, and international levels.


For this reason the Bible established basic principles for using money to promote human happiness and serve mankind. These principles have been defined to prevent us from making money into another god and worshipping it. So what are these principles?

1. Money Is a Gift


"God ... gives us richly all things to enjoy" (1Tim 6:17). So whatever the material income we have may be, it is a real gift from God. In fact, if God hadn't given us life, we would not have received that money, and unless He had given us scientific, practical and technical abilities, we couldn't have gotten anything. Not only that, if He hadn't given us health, we couldn't have used the different parts of our bodies in producing what brings money to us; for example, a painter uses hands, an engineer uses eyes, a player uses feet and so on.


Therefore, the Bible teaches us to talk to God when we offer alms for helping the poor or the Church, saying, "All things come from You, and of Your own we have given You" (1 Chron 29:14).

2. Money Is Not Essential For Life


God said, "One's life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses" (Lk 12:15), and He also said, "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God" (Mt 4:4). "For in Him we live and move and have our being" (Acts 17:28).


Hence life, and health too, is a gift from God. Therefore, whatever we spend or however far we travel, our own efforts to enjoy a good life and good health will end in failure because life is His and health is His too.

3. Money Is Not Essential For Happiness


"Better is a dry morsel with quietness, than a house full of feasting with strife" (Prov 17:1). Happiness is a spiritual and psychological quality which comes from a living relationship with God: a soul at peace, a mind at rest, knowing God's forgiveness, and genuine love of all people whoever and whatever they may be.


From this logical concept, we can see how hard it is to buy happiness with money; in fact, money has brought sadness to those who have a great deal of it. They rest all their hopes on investing or keeping it, but sometimes they destroy themselves by chasing a false happiness.

4. Money Is Transitory


St. Paul says, "Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God" (1Tim 6:17).


This verse is true: money is uncertain. It may come today and go tomorrow. You may get a fortune today and lose it very quickly again when circumstances change. Money is a dynamic thing. So we must be cautious with it; depending on it could cause a nervous breakdown.

5. Money Is a Talent


The Bible commands those who are rich to "Do good, that they may be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come" (1Tim 6:18-19).


So what is required is to invest money for the glory of Jesus Christ and the comfort and salvation of fellow human beings, especially those who share with us in faith. "It is more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 20:35). The more we give, the more we are increased in blessings. "The generous soul will be made rich, and he who waters will also be watered himself" (Prov 11:25). In fact, some who are rich have also been rich in faith and offered great service to mankind.


We are stewards over "unrighteous mammon" (Lk 16:1-15). This means that money is not ours but a gift from God. Think of the unjust steward who used worldly wealth to make friends. Although this money was not his but his master's, he used it to win friends and influence people. The unjust steward's behavior was wrong in that he had used what he did not have, yet God orders us to learn from "the people of this age," to invest the money which He has given us for the purpose of having prayerful friends. God has entrusted us with our money so we must use it conscientiously. We use what we need and leave what we don't to the will of God, Who may use it in coping with an emergency.


Therefore, God warns us about being wasteful: "The drunkard and the glutton will come to poverty" (Prov 23:21). He encourages us to take up the pieces left over to serve others (Mt 15:37).

6. Don't Depend On Money!


Depending on money is a denial of God. The Lord said, "How hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God!" (Mk 10:24), or as Job said, "If I had made gold my hope, or said to fine gold 'You are my confidence,' ... I would have denied God Who is above" (Job 31:24-28).


So the problem lies in considering money as a pillar of life and a support for the future. Yet this doesn't mean we don't save; saving is different from depending on money. Saving means keeping the money we don't need and offering it to God to use it according to His own will, either for service or for unforeseen circumstances.


So we must believe that God is essentially our sole Supporter, but money is not; "He who trusts in his riches will fall" (Prov 11:28).

7. Don't Crave Money!


Those who love money fall into a lot of evils, such as theft, embezzlement and illegal practices because they want to be rich. "Those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil" (1Tim 6:9-10).


So when God said, "No servant can serve two masters ... you cannot serve both God and mammon" (Lk 16:13), He meant that the love of money is opposed to the worship of God.

8. Enough Is Enough!


People are always trying to improve their personal income. They keep changing jobs, looking for a higher income, but the main aim must be to have enough, not to live in luxury. There is really a great difference between the two: "Godliness with contentment is great gain" (1Tim 6:6); "Be content with such things as you have" (Heb 13:5). "God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, have an abundance for every good work" (2Cor 9:8).


Satisfaction should be the norm; "Give us this day our daily bread." This is what makes for a contented life lived for the glory of God. God does not want us to be miserable but to be happy. He gives us the right to be satisfied. But concerning pleasure, it is said, "She who lives in pleasure is dead while she lives" (1Tim 5:6).


And as for what people admire and run after, "All that is in the world - the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life - is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it" (1 Jn 2:16-17).

9. Planning the Budget


A Christian must plan the budget for the family. A couple must honestly collect their money together and budget for their needs according to their priorities:

· For God: the “firstlings” or the first portion of everything we produce, the tithe or tenth, and the vows
· For each partner: a suitable sum of money for personal expenses
· For the family: its daily and monthly expenses
· For the children: a family must plan a better future for its children
· For the parents: when they have a special need
· For savings: we must allow God to act according to His will, either for the family or for others.


The spirit of understanding, love, justice and righteousness must prevail among us. There's no doubt that a lot of families break up because of money, even though it should not carry so much weight in our lives.

 NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
The Christian and Mammon (Money) 

	No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.

Matthew 6:24


Verse to memorize:   
1. [image: image2.jpg]


Mention a Bible verse about the love of money:
2. Mention a Bible story that involves the love of money:

3. Money is a __________ from God to be used in doing _______________.

4. Is it wrong to save money for the future? Explain

5. Is it wrong to play the lottery to win money? Explain
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