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Role of Women in the Church (Old Testament)

Objective: 
· To study the role of women in the Old Testament
· To learn about some of the important female characters in the Old Testament
Memory Verse: 

“Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God” (1 Corinthians 4:1). 

References: 

· Scripture: Exodus, Numbers, Micah, Judges, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 Samuel, Genesis, Leviticus, 1 Chronicles, Nehemiah, Esther, Judith. 

· Article by Inas Michael, St. John Magazine, California

Introduction: 


It is the responsibility of the individuals to work together as equally redeemed Christians, putting the welfare of the Kingdom ahead of prejudices, customs, or mind-sets. Women and men must realize that each Christian has a calling and a ministry and that the service of each individual is important and valuable to the life of the Church. 

Lesson Outline: 


The Old Testament gives a prominent place to the character, leadership, and service of many women. Indeed three of its books - Ruth, Esther and Judith - are named after women. This truth is especially evident in the giving of the titles “prophetess” and “judge” to women and the participation of women in individual and family worship. An Old Testament prophet possesses a number of unique characteristics, but technically a prophet is one through whom God speaks. The Hebrew word for prophet is “Nabi” and its feminine form is “Nebiah.” This term is used in the Old Testament to refer to four specific women: 

· Miriam, the sister of Moses, was called a prophetess when she sang a victory praise of God at the time of the Israelite’s escape from Pharaoh’s army (Exodus 15:20-21). This is also clearly implied in Numbers 12:1-2. Although there is little indication of her work beyond these passages, she is referred to as a leader on a par with Moses and Aaron in Micah 6:3-4. 

· Deborah, in Judges 4:4, is called a prophetess and also a judge in Israel. In the latter role, Deborah exercised decisive leadership. When Israel was severely oppressed, she called forth the will in the men of Israel to fight for freedom. The commander Barak said he would fight only if she comes with him to the war. Deborah gave the command to attack, and victory was secured (Judges 5). Thus, Deborah illustrated a woman who was raised up by God to judge and to deliver His people. 

· The third woman given the title of prophetess was Huldah (2 Kings 22:14). When the high priest told Josiah that he had discovered the book of the law of the Lord, the king sent his emissaries to find out what further message God had for him. They sought out Huldah who was well known for her commitment to God and prophesies. 

· Judith is another widow in the Old Testament who saved Israel from their enemy through her wisdom and courage. Her story is mentioned in one of the second canonical books, which is titled after her name. 


In private and public worship in the Old Testament, participation of women went beyond the hearing and obeying of the law. They were free to approach God in praying just as the men. For example, read about Hannah in 1 Samuel 1:10, Rebecca in Genesis 25:22, and Rachel in Genesis 30:6,22. God responded to their prayers (Genesis 25:23; 30:6,22) and appeared to them (Genesis 16:7-14; Judges 13:3). 


They were also expected to take an independent part in bringing sacrifices and gifts before God (Leviticus 12:6, 15:29). Women served at the door to the tent of meeting (Exodus 38:8), although it is not clear what form this service took. Women also participated in the choirs and processionals of the temple (1 Chronicles 25:5-7; Nehemiah 7:67). 
Although they were not permitted to serve as priests, this was never interpreted to mean that they were less than full members of the worshiping community. 


In sum, although the Old Testament reflects the patriarchal nature of the society in which it was written and with which it is concerned, the relationship of women to their fathers and husbands did not stand in the way of their joyful participation in the worship life of God’s people. They had a significant role to play not only as mothers and in the home but also as individuals and leaders; they were barred from leadership when circumstances required it. 


A good example is Esther; she teaches us about a woman’s responsibility in God’s plan. When she received news of the impending destruction of the Jews by Haman, she initially reacted as any woman would have. She tried to make things right by sending garments to clothe Mordecai, her uncle, but it was not good enough (Esther 4:4). Then she researched the problem by sending an expert to find what was going on. Once again, Mordecai would not accept a “woman’s solution.” He went against the tradition of his people by saying, “Go to the King.” He commanded Esther saying, “Implore his favor…Plead for your people” (Esther 4:8). It was a hard decision for her to make, yet Esther took the responsibility and enlisted others to pray, although she realized her actions might cost her life; she said, “If I perish, I perish.” She risked being killed by the king, breaking the tradition of the court; however, her actions saved her people. 


Look at Ruth and Naomi during the time of the judges. Israel was full of sin (degraded, immoral, etc.). The Book of Judges states, “Every man did that which was right in his own eyes” (Judge 21:25). The characters in the book of Ruth are not like most of the people we find in the book of Judges. Ruth and Naomi displayed the characteristics of love, such as generosity, chastity and the desire to worship the God of Israel. Both women were blessed in God’s eye. 

Conclusion: 


Today, the search for the status of women in Christianity is often made difficult because of the concern for the equality of women in modern society, which is fueled by the feminist movement. But we have to remember that when we discuss the role of women and how they can serve God in the Holy Church, we cannot view the Church as a power structure or a business enterprise. Being human is possible in only two forms: either male or female. One is not better than the other. Therefore men and women have to be viewed as essentially identical in their humanity but endowed with different gifts which allow for different roles and different spiritual vocations. Equality between the sexes and unity in the Church does not mean uniformity. Each member is granted different gifts to accomplish different roles. These roles are not based on privilege, power, or authority; they do not denote superiority or inferiority, but rather they have to do with the manifestation of God’s Kingdom on earth. In the end, God’s judgment will look at our actions and their purpose. Whether males or females, we are to serve not for personal gain or vainglory, remembering that “from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance, for you serve the Lord Christ” (Colossians 3:24). 

Applications: 

Women in today’s society can do many things to serve the Lord; for example: 

· They can serve as Sunday School servants. 

· They can teach their kids about Jesus Christ at home and help them to know our Church. 

· They can help in organizing events for the Church. 

· They can help the poor, the sick, the strangers, the elders, the orphans, and many more. 


The Role of Women in the Church (New Testament) 

Objective: 

· To study the role of women in the New Testament and how Jesus Christ accepted them as treasured members of the human family
· To demonstrate the role of women in the early Church and the spread of Christianity
Memory Verse: 

“Then they said unto the woman, now we believe, not because of your saying: for we have heard Him ourselves” (John 4:42). 

References: 

· Scriptures: Luke, Matthew, Mark, Acts, and John 

· Article by Inas Michael, St. John Magazine, California

Introduction: 


When all the disciples, except one (St. John), had abandoned Jesus Christ, women accompanied Him to the place of His crucifixion. They were present at His burial. These same women found the empty tomb, met the resurrected Christ and angels, and reported the news of His resurrection to His disciples (Matthew 28:1-10). None of them, however, are included among the number of the apostles; they were parallel to the disciples as traveling companions. 

Lesson Outline: 

Women during the Lord’s Ministry 

Jesus Christ does not say anything about women having specific roles in life. He issues no commands that apply to women only. He relates to them with love and respect. He speaks to them, teaches them and heals them. He never speaks of them contemptuously and never treats them as unimportant. Jesus Christ never gives the impression that only men were “full Israelites.” 


Women stand alongside men as recipients of the universal invitation to the Kingdom through Christ (Matthew 12:50). The conversation between Jesus and the Samaritan woman shows this willingness to dismiss conventions of men, which stand in opposition to His purposes. Normally a Jew would not address a Samaritan. She emerges in this conversation as a perceptive and articulate individual, fully capable of engaging in theologically profound discourse. Certainly, if Jesus had considered this woman to be inferior and unable to speak of spiritual matters, He would not have spoken to her in concepts of “living water” (John 4:10). Nor would He have responded to her question about the place of worship (John 4:21). She was also the first messenger of that revelation outside the circle of the disciples. 


The conversation between Jesus and the Canaanite woman provides another example of the Lord’s respect for women (Matthew 15:21-28). Jesus praises women with virtues, as in the encounter with the repentant woman at Simon’s house, the woman who suffered with bleeding, and the woman He healed on the Sabbath, calling her a “daughter of Abraham.” 


A woman looking for a lost coin illustrates the concern of God for lost sinners (Luke 15:8-10). The wise and foolish bridesmaids are examples of the need for everyone to be prepared for the unexpected moment of Christ’s return (Matthew 25:1-13). A woman appears in a parable to illustrate an aspect of the Kingdom of God, such as perseverance in prayer (Luke 18:1-8). Jesus Christ often refers to women in these parables and sayings in a positive way. 


Women were not only recipients of the Lord’s ministry. St. Luke reveals that Jesus Christ on numerous occasions gladly received the help and ministry of women (Luke 8:1-3). St. Mark attests that some women followed Jesus Christ when He was preaching in Galilee (Mark 15:40-41). Women were a part of His close circle of friends and companions. 

Women in the Early Church 


In Romans 16, St. Paul greets some of these women by name and acknowledges their important contributions to the life and growth of the Church. Priscilla is a woman who receives particular mention. In Acts, she is engaged with her husband, Aquila, in teaching the great orator Apollos. St. Paul’s references the couple as “fellow workers.” After Priscilla and Aquila, St. Paul greets still other women: Mary, Tryphaena, Tryphosa, and Persis; all of the women “worked hard” in the Lord’s word. Also he greets the mother of Rufs and sister Nereus (Romans. 16:13,15). In Philippians 4:2-3, he mentions two other women, Euodia and Synthche, who have labored beside him in the gospel. Although it is impossible to determine from St. Paul’s words what specific missionary tasks these women assumed, there is no doubt that he often benefited from the cooperation of women in his apostolic labors and that women were no less active than men in spreading the gospel’s message. The early Christian churches followed the pattern established by Jesus Christ of including women as integral members. They attended worship, participated vocally, were instructed, learned of the faith and shared it with others (Acts 1:14). 


They also played a significant role in the life of the community, teaching men and women and caring for those in need. Within the “official” ordering of the early Church’s life, there were two primary orders of women: Widows and Deaconesses. Widows were recipients of the Church’s charity in return for being “appointed for prayer” (1Timothy 5:3). Widows were a part of clerical orders and had a broad range of responsibilities, such as teaching other women, visiting the sick, and helping in various ways in the church. A deaconess was a very significant feature of the Church within Greek and Syrian Christianity. The West did not have this position until the fifth century, when they reluctantly acquiesced. The outline of the activities of the deaconess can be discerned. They 
1) Assisted the bishop in the baptism of women, especially in the anointing of the body

2) Assisted women who were in need or ill

3) Guarded the door by which women entered and left the assembly and ensured that the younger women gave way to the older women in the place reserved for them

4) Verified the corporal integrity of the virgins

5) Bore messages and traveled on congregational business

Concerning the role of women, there is a general exclusion of them from priestly duties and from public teaching. Never, from the beginning of the world, has a women served God as priest. Jesus Christ chose to be baptized by St. John, and He sent the twelve apostles for preaching. He has delivered to His Church no indication of women priests because He “knows the order of creation;” man is the head of the woman, and Christ is the head of the man. Jesus Christ clearly shows His regard for women as created equally with men in the image and likeness of God. In the order of creation, God has placed woman in a position subordinate to man. The Scriptural concept of subordination is a matter of function between two persons of equal worth and not a matter of inferiority/superiority. God’s people are called priests not to confer status but to commission all of them to declare His deeds of salvation. All Christians have been given the responsibility to live their Christian faith in their several callings, share the faith and judge all doctrine. Since a “headship” over congregation is exercised through the office of the public ministry, the functioning of women in this specific office is precluded. Just as a wife should not be the head of the house, a woman should not be the head over the household of God (1Timothy 3:12). Holy Scripture clearly excludes women from the office of public ministry of Word and Sacraments; review the verses in 1 Corinthians 11, 14, and 1 Timothy 2 which deal with woman’s subordination, woman’s silence in the church, and woman’s exercise of authority. 

Can a woman become a priest or participate in public worship, in the capacity of reading the Scriptures? 


Since women should be silent in the church, then reading the Scriptures is more properly the function of the priests and the clergy. According to St. John Chrysostom, women have a considerable teaching role in the life of the Church and in instilling Christian virtues and knowledge in the children, whether they are their own biological offspring or other children in the church. After all, some of these children will eventually become the hierarchy in the Church. This is clearly seen in St. Anthusa, St. John Chrysostom’s mother, and St. Macrina, the oldest sister of St. Basil the Great and St. Gregory of Nyssa; St. Macrina was instrumental in the instruction of her brothers. St. John Chrysostom interprets St. Paul’s saying, “I do not permit a woman to teach” (1 Timothy 2:12) as prohibiting women from teaching in the Church during liturgical services, in the place of the priest. But the influence of women in the instruction of children and even adults is important. Pricilla had a dominant role in the instruction of Apollos in the way of God (Acts 18: 24-28). A woman should be able to inspire, comfort and instruct those who experience her presence. This would affirm the description of a virtuous woman, whether she is single or married, virgin or mother. Besides being teachers of Christian Education at home and in Sunday School, they can be members of parish councils, nuns, counselors, administrators, and contributors to publications. They are encouraged to pursue theological studies both to deepen their own personal spiritual life and to serve the Church better. 

Conclusion: 


In Christianity, oneness with Christ is possible for those who live a life of purity and holiness, regardless of their gender. Each one has the potential, by God’s grace, to be in communion with Christ, which is the highest goal for any human being. Every Christian individual possesses gifts which contribute to the function of the Body, and they ought to be joyfully and thankfully received. Thus, the Christian community will affirm the unique and differing gifts of women, seeking ways to enlist them more fully in the Church’s life and work. But God did not call His Church into being or give gifts to His people so that they would be concerned about how they might become the greatest in the Kingdom. Since the life of every Christian is to be characterized by obedience and submission on some level, any demand for “rights” and “power” is inappropriate. 

Applications: 

· Study the role of St. Monica in the repentance of St. Augustine. 

· Study the role of St. Refka and St. Sophia in the martyrdom of their children. 




Verses on Important Women in the Old Testament
Exodus 15:20-21


And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dances. And Miriam answered them, Sing ye to Jehovah, for he hath triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.

(  (  (
Numbers 12:1


And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the Cushite woman whom he had marrie; for he had married a Cushite woman.

(  (  (
Micah 6:3-4


O my people, what have I done unto thee? and wherein have I wearied thee? testify against me. For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of bondage; and I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

(  (  (
Judges 4:4-15


Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, she judged Israel at that time. And she dwelt under the palm-tree of Deborah between Ramah and Beth-el in the hill-country of Ephraim: and the children of Israel came up to her for judgment.


And she sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out of Kedesh-naphtali, and said unto him, Hath not Jehovah, the God of Israel, commanded, [saying], Go and draw unto mount Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of the children of Zebulun? And I will draw unto thee, to the river Kishon, Sisera, the captain of Jabin`s army, with his chariots and his multitude; and I will deliver him into thy hand.


And Barak said unto her, If thou wilt go with me, then I will go; but if thou wilt not go with me, I will not go. And she said, I will surely go with thee: notwithstanding, the journey that thou takest shall not be for thine honor; for Jehovah will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. And Deborah arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh.


And Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali together to Kedesh; and there went up ten thousand men at his feet: and Deborah went up with him. Now Heber the Kenite had separated himself from the Kenites, even from the children of Hobab the brother-in-law of Moses, and had pitched his tent as far as the oak in Zaanannim, which is by Kedesh. And they told Sisera that Barak the son of Abinoam was gone up to mount Tabor. And Sisera gathered together all his chariots, even nine hundred chariots of iron, and all the people that were with him, from Harosheth of the Gentiles, unto the river Kishon.


And Deborah said unto Barak, Up; for this is the day in which Jehovah hath delivered Sisera into thy hand; is not Jehovah gone out before thee? So Barak went down from mount Tabor, and ten thousand men after him.


And Jehovah discomfited Sisera, and all his chariots, and all his host, with the edge of the sword before Barak; and Sisera alighted from his chariot, and fled away on his feet.
(  (  (
II kings 22: 10-14


And Shaphan the scribe told the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest hath delivered me a book. And Shaphan read it before the king. And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of the book of the law, that he rent his clothes.


And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of Micaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king`s servant, saying, Go ye, inquire of Jehovah for me, and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that is found; for great is the wrath of Jehovah that is kindled against us, because our fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this book, to do according unto all that which is written concerning us.


So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and Asaiah, went unto Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe (now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the second quarter); and they communed with her.
(  (  (
I Samuel 1:1-20


Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim-zophim, of the hill-country of Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite: and he had two wives; the name of the one was Hannah, and the name of other Peninnah: and Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children.


And this man went up out of his city from year to year to worship and to sacrifice unto Jehovah of hosts in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, priests unto Jehovah, were there.


And when the day came that Elkanah sacrificed, he gave to Peninnah his wife, and to all her sons and her daughters, portions: but unto Hannah he gave a double portion; for he loved Hannah, but Jehovah had shut up her womb. And her rival provoked her sore, to make her fret, because Jehovah had shut up her womb.


And [as] he did so year by year, when she went up to the house of Jehovah, so she provoked her; therefore she wept, and did not eat. And Elkanah her husband said unto her, Hannah, why weepest thou? and why eatest thou not? and why is thy heart grieved? am not I better to thee than ten sons?


So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk. Now Eli the priest was sitting upon his seat by the door-post of the temple of Jehovah. And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto Jehovah, and wept sore.


And she vowed a vow, and said, O Jehovah of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thy handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thy handmaid, but wilt give unto thy handmaid a man-child, then I will give him unto Jehovah all the days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head.


And it came to pass, as she continued praying before Jehovah, that Eli marked her mouth. Now Hannah, she spake in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard: therefore Eli thought she had been drunken. And Eli said unto her, How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from thee. And Hannah answered and said, No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I poured out my soul before Jehovah. Count not thy handmaid for a wicked woman; for out of the abundance of my complaint and my provocation have I spoken hitherto. Then Eli answered and said, Go in peace; and the God of Israel grant thy petition that thou hast asked of him. And she said, Let thy handmaid find favor in thy sight. So the woman went her way, and did eat; and her countenance was no more [sad].


And they rose up in the morning early, and worshipped before Jehovah, and returned, and came to their house to Ramah: and Elkanah knew Hannah his wife; and Jehovah remembered her. And it came to pass, when the time was come about, that Hannah conceived, and bare a son; and she called his name Samuel, [saying], Because I have asked him of Jehovah.

(  (  (
Judges 13:2-3


And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren, and bare not. And the angel of Jehovah appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and bearest not; but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son.

(  (  (
Exodus 38:8

And he made the laver of brass, and the base thereof of brass, of the mirrors of the ministering women that ministered at the door of the tent of meeting.

(  (  (
I Chronicles 25:5-7


All these were the sons of Heman the king’s seer in the words of God, to lift up the horn. And God gave to Heman fourteen sons and three daughters. All these were under the hands of their father for song in the house of Jehovah, with cymbals, psalteries, and harps, for the service of the house of God; Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman being under the order of the king. And the number of them, with their brethren that were instructed in singing unto Jehovah, even all that were skilful, was two hundred fourscore and eight.
(  (  (
Nehemiah 7:66-67


The whole assembly together was forty and two thousand three hundred and threescore, besides their men-servants and their maid-servants, of whom there were seven thousand three hundred thirty and seven: and they had two hundred forty and five singing men and singing women.

(  (  (
Verses on Important Women in the New Testament
John 4:3-42


He left Judea and departed again to Galilee. But He needed to go through Samaria. So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour. A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give Me a drink." For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, "How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?" For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water." The woman said to Him, "Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then do You get that living water? "Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?" Jesus answered and said to her, "Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, "but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life." The woman said to Him, "Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw." Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here." The woman answered and said, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You have well said, 'I have no husband,' "for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke truly." The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. "Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship." Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father. "You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews. "But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. "God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." The woman said to Him, "I know that Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). "When He comes, He will tell us all things." Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am He." And at this point His disciples came, and they marveled that He talked with a woman; yet no one said, "What do You seek?" or, "Why are You talking with her?" 

The woman then left her waterpot, went her way into the city, and said to the men, "Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" Then they went out of the city and came to Him. In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, "Rabbi, eat." But He said to them, "I have food to eat of which you do not know." Therefore the disciples said to one another, "Has anyone brought Him anything to eat?" Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. "Do you not say, 'There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest! "And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. "For in this the saying is true: 'One sows and another reaps.' "I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored, and you have entered into their labors." 


And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified, "He told me all that I ever did." So when the Samaritans had come to Him, they urged Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days. And many more believed because of His own word. Then they said to the woman, "Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world."
(  (  (
Matthew 15:21-28


Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to Him, saying, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed." But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged Him, saying, "Send her away, for she cries out after us." But He answered and said, "I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, "Lord, help me!" But He answered and said, "It is not good to take the children's bread and throw it to the little dogs." And she said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters' table." Then Jesus answered and said to her, "O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire." And her daughter was healed from that very hour.
(  (  (
Luke 15:8-10


"Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? "And when she has found it, she calls her friends and neighbors together, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece which I lost!' "Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."
(  (  (
Matthew 25:1-13


"Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. "Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. "Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, "but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. "But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. "And at midnight a cry was heard: 'Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!' "Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. "And the foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' "But the wise answered, saying, 'No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.' "And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. "Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open to us!' "But he answered and said, 'Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.' "Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.

(  (  (
Luke 18:1-8


Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart, saying: "There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. "Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, 'Get justice for me from my adversary.' "And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, 'Though I do not fear God nor regard man, 'yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.' “Then the Lord said, "Hear what the unjust judge said.” And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? "I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?"
(  (  (
Luke 8:1-3


Now it came to pass, afterward, that He went through every city and village, preaching and bringing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with Him, and certain women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities-Mary called Magdalene, out of whom had come seven demons, and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others who provided for Him from their substance.
(  (  (
Mark 15:40-41


There were also women looking on from afar, among whom were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the Less and of Joses, and Salome, who also followed Him and ministered to Him when He was in Galilee, and many other women who came up with Him to Jerusalem.
(  (  (
Romans 16:1-16


I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea, that you may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and assist her in whatever business she has need of you; for indeed she has been a helper of many and of myself also.


Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who risked their own necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. Likewise greet the church that is in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia to Christ.


Greet Mary, who labored much for us. Greet Andronicus and Junia, my countrymen and my fellow prisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also were in Christ before me. Greet Amplias, my beloved in the Lord. Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and Stachys, my beloved. Greet Apelles, approved in Christ. Greet those who are of the household of Aristobulus. Greet Herodion, my countryman. Greet those who are of the household of Narcissus who are in the Lord. Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, who have labored in the Lord. Greet the beloved Persis, who labored much in the Lord. Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine. Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Hermes, and the brethren who are with them. Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them.


Greet one another with a holy kiss. The churches of Christ greet you.
(  (  (
Philippians 4:2-3


I implore Euodia and I implore Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. And I urge you also, true companion, help these women who labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the Book of Life.
(  (  (
I Timothy 5:1:16


Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort him as a father, younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, younger as sisters, with all purity.


Honor widows who are really widows. But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show piety at home and to repay their parents; for this is good and acceptable before God.


Now she who is really a widow, and left alone, trusts in God and continues in supplications and prayers night and day. But she who lives in pleasure is dead while she lives.


And these things command, that they may be blameless. But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.


Do not let a widow under sixty years old be taken into the number, and not unless she has been the wife of one man, well reported for good works: if she has brought up children, if she has lodged strangers, if she has washed the saints' feet, if she has relieved the afflicted, if she has diligently followed every good work. But refuse the younger widows; for when they have begun to grow wanton against Christ, they desire to marry, having condemnation because they have cast off their first faith. And besides they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house, and not only idle but also gossips and busybodies, saying things which they ought not.


Therefore I desire that the younger widows marry, bear children, manage the house, give no opportunity to the adversary to speak reproachfully. For some have already turned aside after Satan.


If any believing man or woman has widows, let them relieve them, and do not let the church be burdened, that it may relieve those who are really widows.
(  (  (
I Corinthians 11: 1-12


Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ. Now I praise you, brethren, that you remember me in all things and keep the traditions just as I delivered them to you.


But I want you to know that the head of every man is Christ, the head of woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.


Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonors his head. But every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head, for that is one and the same as if her head were shaved. For if a woman is not covered, let her also be shorn. But if it is shameful for a woman to be shorn or shaved, let her be covered.


For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God; but woman is the glory of man. For man is not from woman, but woman from man. Nor was man created for the woman, but woman for the man.


For this reason the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels.


Nevertheless, neither is man independent of woman, nor woman independent of man, in the Lord. For as woman came from man, even so man also comes through woman; but all things are from God.
(  (  (
I Corinthians 14:34-38


Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive, as the law also says. And if they want to learn something, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is shameful for women to speak in church. Or did the word of God come originally from you? Or was it you only that it reached?


If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord. But if anyone is ignorant, let him be ignorant.
(  (  (
I Timothy 2:8-15


I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting; in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works.


Let a woman learn in silence with all submission. And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence. For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression. Nevertheless she will be saved in childbearing if they continue in faith, love, and holiness, with self-control.
(  (  (
NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
Role of Women in the Church

[image: image1.png]Verse to memorize: 
	Then they said unto the woman, now we believe, not because of your saying: for we have heard Him ourselves.

John 4:42


1. Name the Bible books that are named after women:

2. Mention 3 prophetesses from the Old Testament:

3. Mention 3 women whom Jesus Christ commended:

4. List 3 ways in which women can serve in church:

5. Mention 3 functions of a deaconess in the early Church:

6. What is the only function which women cannot serve? Why?
7. Submission of a wife to her husband is not a matter of inferiority/superiority. Explain:









4

[image: image2.png]


