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Priesthood
Objective: 
· To honor the clergymen in general and the priests in particular
· It is also a call to benefit from the experience of the spiritual fathers, their fatherhood and guidance, and to utilize the means of Grace and the fellowship of the Church. 

Memory Verse: 
“But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come” (Hebrews 9:11) 

References: 

· “Didaskalia,” Fr. Saleeb Suryal 

· “The Precious Gems (Laa’le Al Nafessa) in Explaining the Rites and Beliefs of the Church – Parts 1 and 2,” Fr. Youhanna Salama 

· “The Seven Sacraments in Lines and Verses,” Anba Moussa 

· “The Rites of Ordination from Aghnustus to Kommos,” Youssif Habib 

· “Interpretation of the Exodus,” Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty, St. George Church - Sporting
Introduction: 

God Created Man to Inherit the Glories of His Kingdom 

God created man to inherit the glories of His kingdom and made him the center of His care. He chose some men to be in charge of him and to convey to him the commands of the Lord and the secrets of His love, kingdom and worship. Those are the priests. In Hebrew, a priest is called “Kohein,” which means to “Adopt and Teach” the will of God, His commandments on worship, virtue and faith. “For every priest taken from among men is appointed for men in things pertaining to God” (Hebrews 5:1). 

Lesson Outline: 

In the Old Testament: God Appointed Man for This Service 


Examples of those men are the great fathers Adam, Job, Noah and Abraham. Then He confined Priesthood to the tribe of Levi. When Korah and a number of the people of Israel sinned and transgressed, they became a deterrent example for all ages. In the Book of Leviticus, the tasks of the priests are listed as follows: bearing the iniquities (sins), offering the sacrifices and the oblations in fulfillment of vows to God, guiding people in worship, and judging the people.
In the New Testament: The Lord Chose His Apostles and Disciples 


He gave them the gift of the Holy Spirit; “And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained’” (John 20:22,23). The Lord also made judges over people (Mathew 18:15-18) and gave them the authority to bind and to loose, to lose man from all the ties of injustice and darkness (as the priest says in the Absolution). 

Orders of Priesthood 

· Deaconry 
· Deacon (Sham’ mass) is a Coptic and old Egyptian word. It is also a Syrian word and it means “Servant.” 

· Deaconry has seven orders: Sacristan, Psalter, Reader, Subdeacon, Deaconess, Deacon, and Archdeacon. 

· All these orders aim at organizing the worship and the service of the believers (Acts 6).
· Priesthood 


It includes three orders. 

· Priest (Prosveteros), i.e. Intercessor
· Archpriest (Kommos or Heghomenos), i.e. Spiritual guide
· Curate (Khuri Episcopos), i.e. Bishop of villages
· Episcopacy

Includes the following orders:
· Bishop: means he who oversees (who manages church affairs). He has the right to ordain Deacons, Priests and Archpriests. 

· Metropolitan (Mutraan), i.e. the Bishop of a big city (Governorate)
· Patriarch (Patri = Fathers and Arch = Head or Boss) so the Patriarch is the head of the fathers, the bishops. He is called the Pope, as in Egypt and Rome. The Patriarch was first given the name “Pope of Egypt” during the time of Pope Haraclas (13th Pope of Alexandria) because of his deep paternalistic feelings and the people’s love for him; then the Romans used the title. 

Priesthood Ordination 


The ordination of deacons and priests takes place during the Liturgy, after the prayer of reconciliation between God and the people (2 Corinthians 5:18). But those who receive the orders of Episcopacy receive them after reading the Acts of the Apostles because they continue the Apostles’ work as their successors (Acts 20:28). St. Paul mentioned the ordination of the clergymen in 1 Timothy 4:14, 2 Timothy 2:2 and Titus 1:5-9. 

Priesthood Service 


The clergymen are ordained to serve the believers, and in doing so, they resemble our Great High Priest who offered Himself for us as a Sacrifice of love. The clergymen then are servants and agents of the Mysteries of the Lord (1 Corinthians 4:1). He offered us the grace and joy of redemption through the Holy Sacraments, and the clergymen pray for us (1 Timothy 1:2; Ephesians 1:16), especially in times of sickness (James 5:14); they encourage us to repent with tears (Acts 20:31). 

Priesthood Honor 


The priests are dignified for their labor, their service and for giving their lives for our happiness, success and delight with salvation. The Lord honors them as He honored all those whom honored Him; “If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor” (John 12:26). The Lord honored Moses and Elijah and showed them His glory on the mountain. He honored Abraham and Jacob and appeared to them. He honored St. Stephen and showed him His heavenly glory. St. John also saw the Apostles and Priests around the Throne (Revelation 4:14). 

The priests are also dignified for the holiness of their lives, as the bishop must be above reproach (1Timothy 3:2). 

Conclusion: 


It is our duty, we the believers, to honor the priests for the sake of Christ. We must not despise or defame them for their wrong deeds because they are humans who are exposed to weakness and sin; we must cover these weakness as Shem and Japheth covered the nakedness of their father Noah, so he blessed them and cursed Ham who made fun of him. The believers should behave this way: “Judge not, that you be not judged.” 

Applications: 

· Follow up with the young people concerning confession. Tell them the difference between the confessor and the spiritual guide. 

· Accompany young people to church and receive the Holy Communion together. This will deeply affect young people, as they will take their servants as a model. 




I Timothy 3

	1
	This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a bishop, he desires a good work.

	2
	A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach;

	3
	not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous;

	4
	one who rules his own house well, having his children in submission with all reverence

	5
	(for if a man does not know how to rule his own house, how will he take care of the church of God?);

	6
	not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil.

	7
	Moreover he must have a good testimony among those who are outside, lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

	8
	Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy for money,

	9
	holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience.

	10
	But let these also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons, being found blameless.

	11
	Likewise their wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all things.

	12
	Let deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well.

	13
	For those who have served well as deacons obtain for themselves a good standing and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.



THE SACRAMENT OF THE HOLY ORDERS(
Bible Reading:  I Timothy chapter 3
Golden Verse:
"Verily I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven " Matthew 18:18
Lesson Aims:

1. To introduce the children to the roles of the bishop, priest, and deacon in the Church

2. To respect and love our priests

Lesson Notes:

3. The bishop is the leader of the church and is the only one who can ordain the priests and deacons.

4. The priest is the local pastor who performs the duties given to him by the bishop.

5. The deacon assists the bishops and priests and should be an example for all people.

6. The main duties of the bishops and priests are:

a. to teach and preach

b. govern the Church in the way of Christ

c. celebrate the Church Sacraments

(Also review the same topic in Church Sacraments by Fr. Marcos Daoud)

THE SACRAMENT OF THE HOLY ORDERS(
I. DEFINITION


"Holy Orders" is the sacrament through which the clergy are ordained to celebrate the various Church services.


Some Protestants say that Christ did not distinguish any one in His church, that all the members are the same and that there is no need for setting apart special persons as ministers. This is untrue because of the following reasons: 
(1) Christ set apart special persons as Apostles and spent a whole night before choosing them. "And it came to pass in those days, that He went out into a mountain to pray and continued all night in prayer to God. And when it was day, He called unto Him His disciples; and of them He chose twelve whom also He named Apostles." (Luke 6:12,13) 
(2) He gave them special privileges which were not given to others; e.g. He said to them, "Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." (Matt. 18:18). 
(3) When sending them before His ascension, He promised to be with them "even unto the end of the world" (Matt 28:20). This promise is of course taken to be valid for their successors also.
(4) When Judas dropped out of the number of the Apostles, they met together, spent some time in discussion and prayer and chose another to fill this vacancy (Acts; 1:15-29). Had it not been necessary that there should be certain persons set apart for God's service, they would not have taken the trouble of appointing another one instead of Judas. 
(5) If all Christians were of the same degree, they could perform the same services in the Church. But a careful study of the Bible, especially the Book of Acts, shows that the clergy had their own duties which the laity could not dare to perform, and that every category of the clergy had its own duties which could not be performed by another. For instance, when Philip preached in Samaria, he, being a deacon, had not the right to lay on his hands to grant the gift of the Holy Ghost. For this reason, the Church of Jerusalem “sent unto them Peter and John, who, when they were come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Ghost. Then laid they the hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost” (Acts 8:5-17). 
(6) The Bible appointed certain conditions which should be observed when choosing the bishops and other conditions when choosing the deacons (I Tim. 3; Tit. 1). 
(7) And the Bible also appointed certain procedures for the ordination of the clergy, e.g. the laying on of hands (I Tim 4:14). 
(8) All historians agree that there have been certain ministers in the Church since the first century. All the churches that were instituted during the first century keep lists of their bishops since their foundation. 
II. INSTITUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
(1) This sacrament was instituted by our Lord Jesus Christ Himself.

1. It was He who appointed the twelve Apostles and the seventy disciples.

2. It was He who sent the Apostles into the world before His ascension. "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you, and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world." (Matt. 28:19,20).

3. St. Paul says that it was Christ Himself who appointed some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers (Eph. 4:11).

4. And when giving advice to the ministers of the Church of Ephesus, he said to them, "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers" (Acts 20:28).

(2) And according to the power given to them by the Lord, those Apostles appointed bishops, priests and deacons in the churches which they established, as will be seen afterwards. 
III. THE VISBLE SIGN


There are two visible signs: 
(1) The laying on of hands: The Bible stated that this was performed in the case of bishops (1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6), priests (I Tim. 5:22) and deacons (Acts 6:6). 
(2) The prayers of consecration (Acts 6:6; 14:23)
IV. THE INVISIBLE GRACE


The ordained minister is given a divine gift appropriate to the service to which he is called. "Neglect not the gift that is in thee; which was given thee by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery" (1 Tim. 4:14).


"Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands" (2 Tim. 1:6). This gift is given by the Holy Ghost who alone can help the minister to perform his duties. 
V. DEGREES OF THE HOLY ORDERS


The Bible mentions three degrees: the bishop, the priest and the deacon.

(1) The Bishop: This is the highest degree. In I Timothy 3, Titus 1 and other places, the Bible gives detailed instructions for the choice of bishops.

The bishop is given the following rights:

1. Ordination of the clergy: It was the Apostles who consecrated bishops (2 Tim. 1:6) and ordained priests (Acts 14: 23) and deacons (Acts 6:3-6). And the bishops, whom the Apostles consecrated, were given that right of ordination. St. Paul, writing to Titus, said, "For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are waiting, and ordain elders (priests) in every city, as I had appointed thee."(Tit. 1: 5). And when writing to Timothy, he said, "Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's sins" (1 Tim. 5:22).

2. Trial of the clergy and rebuking them: "Against an elder (priest) receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses. Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear" (1 Tim. 5:19, 20). 
3. Consecration of the holy oil used for the Sacrament of Confirmation

4. Consecration of the altar and the holy vessels in the case of building a new church or getting new vessels
5. They also have the right to celebrate all church sacraments and rites, if they like.

6. Management of the general affairs of the church
(2) The Priest: Priests are mentioned in many places of the Bible; "They ordained them elders (priests) in every church" (Acts 14:23). "Let the elders (priests) that rule well be counted worthy of double honor" (1 Tim. 5:17). "For this cause left I thee in Crete that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders (priests) in every city, as I had appointed thee (Tit. 1:5). "Is any sick man among you? Let him call for the elders (priests) of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord." (James 5:14).

The priest has the right to celebrate the six sacraments mentioned above and all Church rites. He has also the right to teach and preach.

(3) The Deacon: Deacons are mentioned in the Bible in (Acts 6:3-6; Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3).

A deacon has not the right to celebrate any of the Church sacraments but only to help the priest and the bishop in celebrating them, keep good order in the church, read the various portions of the Bible in the church, teach, preach, and perform any service which the bishop or the priest may ask him to do. It was said in the "Orders of the Apostles" that "the deacons are the bishop's eyes and ears."                   

In former times, there was a degree of “deaconess.” Her function was to serve the women in the church, keep good order in the place allotted for them in the church, and anoint the bodies of women during the Sacrament of Confirmation, after being anointed by the priest only on their foreheads (Didaskalia 34).

"No woman is allowed to come to the bishop to ask for anything unless she is accompanied by a deaconess" (Didaskalia 6).

"If there is any need for the bishop to send anyone to the women's houses, he should send a deaconess because it is not fit to send a deacon" (Didaskalia 34).

It seems that this degree existed in the Church at the apostolic time. St. Paul, writing to the Romans, said, "I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant (or “deaconess” as in other copies and other versions) of the church which is at Canchrea" (Romans 16:1).

And when writing to Timothy he said, "Let not a widow be taken into the number (into the list) under threescore years old, having been the wife of one man" (l Tim 5:9). Some think that the Apostle refers here to the list of those who were deaconesses in the Church. 
VI. ORDINATION OF THE CLERGY 
(1) A bishop is consecrated by the laying on of the hands of at least three bishops, because one bishop alone cannot consecrate a bishop. 
(2) A priest or a deacon is ordained by the laying on of hands of only one bishop. 
(3) Ordination can never be repeated for the same degree if the bishop, priest or deacon was previously ordained in a legal way. In the Apostolic Canons 68, it is stated that "if any bishop, priest or deacon is re-ordained for the same degree, he will become worthy of excommunication together with him who ordained him."
(4) No money should be paid at all for the ordination of any in the three degrees. When Simon offered money for the sake of obtaining one of God's gifts, St Peter rebuked him saying, "thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money" (Acts 8:18-20).

The Church teaches that every ordination performed against any payment is illegal, and that the bishop who accepts any money should be excommunicated. 
VII. OBLIGATIONS OF THE CLERGY 
(1) Before Ordination

Those who are chosen for the holy orders must be:

1. Sure that the call come to them from God. "No man taketh this honor (of the holy orders) unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron" (Heb. 5:4).

2. Blameless, in order to be good examples to the congregation. St Paul wrote to Timothy saying, "Be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity" (1 Tim. 4:12). 

In I Tim 3 and Tit 1, St. Paul mentioned many conditions which should be taken into consideration when choosing bishops and deacons.

3. Well acquainted with the Bible and Church teachings. 
(2) After ordination
1. They should serve not as hired men who work merely to get their wages. "Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly, not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind" (1 Pet. 5:2).

"He that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep." (John 10:12). 
2. But they should be good shepherds, full of deep feeling that the sheep are theirs, that they are responsible for protecting them from beasts and feeding them. They should also know that the good shepherd must be ready to offer any sacrifice that may be needed for the sate of the sheep. "The good shepherd given his life for the sheep" (John 10:11).


 NAME: ____________________________
first                                                                   last                             
Priesthood
[image: image1.png]Verse to Memorize: 

	But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come.

Hebrews 9:11


1. List 3 names of Old Testament men whom God appointed to do His service:
2. Whom did God appoint in the New Testament to serve as bishops?
3. The three main degrees of the Holy Order are:

4. When, during the Liturgy, is a priest or deacon ordained? When is a bishop ordained?

5. Who can perform each of the following duties?  Write [B] for bishop, [P] for priest, and [D] for deacon (more than one answer is possible).
a. Consecrate the new altar and holy vessels [
]

b. Keep order in the church [          ]

c. Ordain bishops [          ]

d. Teach and preach [          ]

e. Celebrate the seven sacraments [          ]

f. Celebrate six sacraments only [          ]

g. Bake the holy bread [          ]

h. Consecrate the holy oil [          ]

6. The d______________ serves the w_____________ in church and ______________ the bodies of women during the Sacrament of C_____________________.

7. What special privileges are given to the bishops and priests through the Sacrament of Holy Orders? (Read Matt 18:18)
( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA, U.S.A.


( Church Sacraments by Rev. Marcos Daoud, Chapter 7
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