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The Life of Joshua (Part I) 
A Life of Practical Faith 
Objective: 
· A study of the life of practical faith 
· A model for the spiritual leadership that lives on faith. 

Memory Verse: 

“As I was with Moses, so I will be with you.” (Joshua 3:7) 

References: 

· The life of Joshua in the Book of Exodus 17, 24 

· The Book of Numbers 11-28 

· The Book of Deuteronomy 31, 34 

· The life of Joshua in the Book of Hebrews 4:8 

· “The Life of Joshua (Translated),” Fr. Marcos Daoud 

Introduction: 

· Review with the students the previous lesson and verse.
· Ask them what they know about Joshua and what they think of him.
Lesson Outline: 

I. The Life of Discipleship and the Call 
· Joshua was Moses’ disciple and he received the life of faith from him. 

· In Exodus 17:8-11, Joshua picked out some men to go and fight the Amalekites. Moses and Aaron held up their hands as a symbol of prayer, work and struggle. 

· In Exodus 24:13-17, Joshua went up the Holy Mountain with Moses. The elders waited in the camp at the bottom of Mount Sinai. Moses went up the Mountain and the cloud covered it. The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai. Now the appearance of the Lord’s glory was like devouring fire on top of the mountain, in the sight of the people of Israel. 

· When Moses entered the tent of meeting, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the door of the tent. And when all the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the door of the tent, all the people would rise up and worship, every man at his tent door. 

· Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. When Moses turned again into the camp, his servant Joshua son of Nun, a young man, did not depart from the tent. He observed Moses, lived through his experiences and gradually God prepared him to be a leader under the hands of Moses. 
II. Joshua Spies Out the Land Of Canaan 

Joshua’s life is a model of faith 

Moses sent one man from each tribe to spy the land. Moses called Caleb the Son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun and sent them to spy out the land of Canaan. He said to them, “Go up into the Negeb yonder, and go up into the hill country, and see what the land is.” 


The men returned from spying out the land that flowed with milk and honey. They brought some of the fruit of the land. Caleb said, “Let us go up at once and occupy the land, for we are well able to overcome it.” Then the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people for they are stronger than we are.” So they brought to the people of Israel an evil report of the land which they had spied out (Numbers 13). 


Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb rent their clothes and said to the people, “Do not rebel against the Lord, and do not fear the people of the land. If the Lord delights in us, he will bring us into this land and give it to us, a land which flows with milk and honey.” Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against the people of Israel. The Lord said to Moses, “Your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness; and of all you number, numbered from twenty years old and upward, who have murmured against me, not one shall come into the land which I swore that I will make you dwell, except Caleb the son of Jephunneti and Joshua the son Nun” (Numbers 14). 

Zeal that’s not based on true knowledge 


Eldad and Medad were prophesying in the camp and Joshua the son of Nun, the minister of Moses, asked Moses to forbid them. But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets, that the Lord would put His spirit upon them!” (Numbers 11:28) 


This zeal that was not based on knowledge was also found in the sons of Zebedee when they asked Jesus to allow them to call fire down from Heaven to destroy the people of a village that refused to receive the Lord. It is the same zeal that drove Saul of Tarsus to persecute the meek Christians in the age of the apostles. It is the same zeal that makes fanatic people blind so that they do not like truth in spite of the enlightenment of the spirit inside them. 

Joshua is chosen as a successor to Moses 


And the Lord said to Moses, “Take Joshua the son of Nun with you, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay your hand upon him; cause him to stand before Eleazar the priest and all the congregation, and inaugurate him in their sight. And you shall give some of your authority to him that all the congregation of the children may be obedient. He shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire before the Lord for him by the judgment of the Urim, at his word they shall go out, and at his word they shall come in, both he and all the children of Israel with him, the whole congregation.” And Moses did as the Lord commanded him; He took Joshua and set him before Eleazar the priest and the whole congregation, and he laid his hands upon him and commissioned him as the Lord directed through Moses (Numbers 27). 


Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him, “Be strong and of good courage, for you must go with this people to the land which the Lord has sworn to their fathers to give them; and you shall cause them to inherit it. And the Lord, He is the one who goes before you; He will be with you; He will not leave you or forsake you; do not fear or be dismayed” (Deuteronomy 31). (We notice the greatness of submission and discipleship. It is also the style of the monastic life.)

And Joshua the son of Nun was filled of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands upon him; so the people of Israel obeyed him and did as the Lord had commanded Moses. And since then there has not risen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face. (Deuteronomy 34)
(Notice the importance of laying the hand; that was the way of blessing and sanctifying in the Old Testament. And it is now the way of ordaining priests in the Church, from the days of the apostles until now.) 

III. Rahab the Harlot 


The Lord promised Joshua, “As I was with Moses, so I will be with you, I will not fail you or forsake you. Be strong and of good courage.” (How lovely this promise is!) Support comes from the Lord, not from the self or the people. The Scriptures says about the apostles, “and those Jesus called…” Make sure your call as a believer is a true call to bear witness. 


The Lord commanded him, “This book of the Law shall not depart out of your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it, for then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall have good success.” (If you are called, then you should obey the commandment). 

· Orders for departure 
· Preparations for departure 
· Spying out Jericho 
· The two spies come into the house of Rehab the Harlot. 
· The woman believed; “I know that the Lord has given you the land... The Lord your God is He who is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.” 

Rehab asked them to promise her that they would deliver her and her family from death when they take the town. The two spies promised to do so on the condition that she would not betray them. She hid them on the roof, and then she let them down by a rope through a window. They asked her to bind the scarlet cord in the window. (This is a symbol of the Redeemers blood that delivers from death). 

Conclusion: 


Joshua was a great disciple of Moses. He was chosen by God to lead the children of Israel to the promise land. He was submissive to God and God was with him, supporting him to a great success. 

Applications: 

· Nowadays, young people need to study the dimensions of spiritual discipleship. This topic should be discussed in the light of the word of God and the words of the Holy Fathers. What is the concept? Of what importance is it and what are its benefits? What are the dangers that may arise in case it is not there? (Those who are without a teacher fall like the leaves in autumn). 
· The limits of the teaching process in discipleship 
· The dangers of emotional attachment to the teacher or the spiritual father 
· The danger of the fathers’ effect on and influence over his spiritual children
· Is there any difference between discipleship and the enlightenment we gain through the Holy Unction that teaches us everything, as the apostle says? 

· Study the ritual of laying hands in the Old and New Testaments and its importance in the Church and pastoral life. 

· Study about zeal that is not based on true knowledge, its dimensions, and how the Spirit sanctifies it and changes it into a holy zeal. 

· In the audio visual centers, there are films about the life of Joshua. These could be shown and explained. We can contemplate on the important aspects of this personality. 
· We can show a map of the places mentioned in the Book of Joshua. 



THE PERSON OF JOSHUA(
By Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty


To understand the Book of Joshua, we should study Joshua as a person, especially during the time he was attached to the prophet Moses, before given the leadership of the people to bring them into the holy land of promise.

The name “Joshua”:


“Joshua” is a Hebrew word, meaning Jehovah is Salvation or God is the Savior. His name was originally “Hoshea” (Numbers 13: 8).


The name “Joshua” is the same as “Jesus” in Hebrew; that is why this name gave this Book a special attraction in representing symbolically the person of Jesus as the Savior of humanity, as well as His works with us. Something, that led the fathers of the Church to contemplate in every word and every action of Joshua as symbols of those of the Lord Jesus Christ for our salvation.


The name “Jesus,” according to the Apostle Paul, is “above every name;” given to the incarnate Word of God to whom “every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth” (Philippians 2: 9, 10). And as Joshua, son of Nun, was the first to carry this name, it was not by chance or without a goal but to proclaim the leadership work of the Lord Jesus Christ, bringing us into a superior Jerusalem after crossing over the Jordan to enjoy the new land and to worship in the temple of the Lord with an exalted liturgy. 

The scholar Origen says that no one of the old generations carried the name “Jesus” except Joshua, the son of Nun. Indeed, from the day Abel was born, “Men began to call on the name of the Lord” (Genesis 4:26); yet he was not qualified to carry that name. Although Noah in his generation was the only one qualified to “find grace in the eyes of the Lord” (Genesis 6: 8, 9), yet he was not privileged by that name. Even Abraham who was promised to get the covenant, Isaac the son of the promise, Jacob the blessing-snatcher (Genesis 27) and Moses the “faithful in all the Lord’s house” (Numbers 12:7, Hebrews 3:2) - all these were not found worthy of enjoying this honor.

Joshua and the battle of Rephidim:


Joshua, the son of Nun, from the tribe of Ephraim, was born in Egypt and came out of it with the prophet Moses to the wilderness, where he became Moses’ disciple. Yet, the first time we hear of him was in the battle of Rephidim, when Moses appointed him as a leader of the people in that first battle against Amalek, after the exodus (Exodus 17:9); he was then 44 years old.


In our study of the book of Exodus, we dealt with that battle and the symbols it carried. But what I want to confirm here is that mentioning Joshua for the first time in that battle and getting acquainted with him for the first time carries a special significance, which the divine inspiration intends to present. The Scripture says, “Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim. And Moses said to Joshua, ‘Choose us some men and get out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in my hand.’ So Joshua did as Moses said to him and fought with Amalek” (Exodus 17: 8 - 10)


The divine inspiration probably intended to confirm that our first encounter with Jesus, the Lord of Glory, is to be through the battle of the cross, in which He came to choose His believers as strong men to fight against the devil and his hosts, to enjoy the spiritual victory over the hosts of darkness with His support. In our acquaintance with the living Jesus, either in the angelic proclamation of His incarnation, His birth, circumcision, fasting, temptation, baptism, ministry, etc., we see Him through the cross.


We encounter Joshua, the son of Nun, for the first time as a leader of a victorious army; the secret of his victory is carrying of the name “Joshua,” conqueror of the devil. Father Lectanius says, “He was chosen a leader of the army against Amalek, to conquer the enemy through his symbolic name and to lead the people to the land of promise.”

Why did Moses order Joshua to choose men and to fight Amalek? We said that Moses represents the Law and Joshua represents the Lord Christ, the Grantor of grace.  The evangelist says, “For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ” (John 1:17). It is as though, the law, represented by Moses, revealed Amalek, the fierce enemy, and made clear the seriousness of the situation; it then cried out to Jesus Christ, who alone could choose spiritual men and grant them the possibility of a conquest. The law revealed the true Amalek; according to the words of the apostle, “I would not have known sin except through the law. For I would not have known covetousness unless the law has said, ‘You shall not covet’” (Romans 7:7). Yet being unable to uproot sin, he introduced me to Jesus, the Conqueror of sin, according to the words of the same apostle, “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes” (Romans 10: 4). It is as though the law has a double role: to reveal the seriousness of the battle against Amalek (the sin) and to proclaim the need for Jesus as the leader of the spiritual battle and the Grantor of conquest.


The scholar Origen comments on this Scripture text (Exodus 17:8-10) saying, “Moses admitted his inability to mobilize the army and lead it, although he was the one who made possible the exodus of the children of Israel from the land of Egypt (Exodus 32:11). Hence, he called Joshua and said to him, ‘Choose us some men, and get out.’ On who then did the responsibility to fight Amalek fell?!”

What a magnificent symbolic portrait! Moses says to Joshua, “Choose us some men, and get out.” It is as though the voice of the Mosaic law, which prepared the way for the Savior, is crying out and asking Joshua to choose from his believers mature men (1 Corinthians 16:3), with no weakness of children nor softness of women, to go out to the spiritual battle with and by him, by Whose Incarnation He came out to us to conquer on our behalf, in our name and on our account. He was seen by the beloved St. John “(going) out conquering and to conquer” (Revelation 6:2). He went out, obedient to the Father to the point of death (Philippians 2:8) for the sake of His love for me (Galatians 2:20), to bear the death on behalf of every one of us, fighting the real Amalek!

Joshua as a spy:

In our study of the book of Numbers, we talked about Joshua as a spy chosen from his tribe; together with Caleb the son of Jephunneh, he came back with a true report about the land of promise, springing from their faith in God’s true promises. We saw how Joshua should unite with Caleb (representing the heart) as a sign of the union of our faith in Jesus Christ as a Savior with the loyalty of the heart and its sanctification, in order to gain the divine promises.

Joshua, servant of Moses:


The Book says, “So Moses arose with his assistant (servant), and Moses went up to the mountain of God” (Exodus 24:13). So if Moses refers to the law, unable to provide salvation, how could it be said that Joshua - as a symbol of Jesus Christ - is a servant of Moses?!

The scholar Origen interprets the concept of the word (servant) here, saying, “How was he serving him? It was not as someone subordinate to him but as a helper and guard.” How could our Lord Jesus Christ be counted as a servant to the law, or as its helper? Despite all what the law had realized, it could not realize the salvation of humanity! It only revealed the malady but could not provide the cure, except to deliver us to the Lord Christ as the true Physician for the soul. In other words, what the law did was to utter the verdict of death upon us, confirming the inevitability of our execution; it’s like the leader who places the cover on the head of the condemned to anticipate the moment of execution. The law condemned the sin in us; thus, all of us came under the curse of the law. Instead of enjoying salvation, the curse was confirmed, and we came under the verdict of death. That is why the Lord Jesus Christ came to remove the “head cover of execution” and to abolish the authority of death, not by words or commands but through practical love. He carried our body to receive death in it and to bear our judgment in His body. He, on whom death is unable to restrain nor judgment be established, rose in order to raise us righteous in His body, so that the curse can not any more reign on us. That is why the apostle says, “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law” (Galatians 3:13) and “For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh” (Romans 8:3).


It is as though the Lord Christ has realized the ultimate aim of the law, namely our salvation, by carrying the judgment in His body, setting us free from judgment; He came under the law to liberate us from its killing literality. The scholar Origen says, “You may probably ask, ‘How could Jesus, the Son of God, be a servant to Moses?!’ Because ‘When the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law.’” (Galatians 4: 4)


Pope Cyril the Great speaks about how the Lord Christ would submit to the law in order to redeem us from its curse, saying, “Now, we see him abiding to the law of Moses; In other words, we see God, the Law-Giver, keeping the law which He gave!  Or as the Apostle Paul says, ‘Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world. But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons’ (Galatians 4:3-5). And how did He redeem us? By keeping the commandments of the law. In other words, on our behalf, Christ the Redeemer completely obeyed the Father. As is written, ‘For as by one man’s disobedience, many were made sinners; so also by one man’s obedience many will be made righteous’ (Romans 5:19). Christ, like us, delivered Himself to the law because it is fitting for Him to consummate all righteousness. He took on Himself the likeness of man and became as one of us - we who are by our nature under the yoke of the law. He paid the half shekel, the tax put by the Roman Empire on every one of His people. Therefore, if you see Christ obey the law, do not get frustrated and do not place the free Christ among the slaves. You should rather contemplate the depth of that secret, the secret of salvation and redemption.”
Joshua, the successor of Moses:


Moses proclaimed that Joshua the son of Nun would be his successor, in the presence of Eleazar the High Priest and before the entire congregation (Numbers 27:18-23). It is as though the law proclaims to the people of God, through the priestly work, the need for Jesus as a new leader in order to bring them to the eternal inheritance.


Moses had to die (Joshua 1:2) for Joshua to receive the leadership. If the soul had been united to the Mosaic Law as her spouse, she could not unite to Jesus except after the death of that first man. The Apostle Paul says, “Do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who know the law), that the law has dominion over a man as long as he lives? For the woman who has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is released from the law of her husband. So then if, while her husband lives, she marries another man, she will be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress, though she has married another man. Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another, even to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God” (Romans &: 1 - 4). And the scholar Origen says, “The law had to die in order that believers would not be accused of adultery.” He also says, “If we can not comprehend how Moses would die, we can not comprehend how Jesus would reign. When you behold Jerusalem devastated and the temple abolished, if you see no more offerings or sacrifices, no priests nor Jewish religious rites, if you behold that all have come to an end, then you should say, ‘Moses, the servant of God is dead’ (Joshua 1:2). When you see no one ‘appears three times in the year before the Lord God’ (Exodus 23:17;22), nor any one who sacrifice a Passover, eats unleavened bread, offers or sanctifies a firstborn (Exodus 22:28), you should say, ‘Moses, the servant of God is dead.’ But when you behold the Gentiles entering into the faith, the Churches established and the altars set, not covered with the blood of animals but sanctified ‘with the precious blood of Christ’ (1 Peter 1:19), then you should say that Joshua occupied the position of Moses and got the leadership. Yet, it is not Joshua the son of Nun but Jesus the Son of God. When we behold ‘Christ our Passover, sacrificed for us’ (1 Corinthians 5:7), ourselves eating ‘the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth’ (1 Corinthians 5:8) and the fruit of the good ground, yielding in the Church a crop: some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty (Matthew 13: 8-23), when you see ‘the children of God who were scattered abroad, gathered together in one’ (John 11:52) and the people of God sanctify the Sabbath, not by abstaining from daily life activities but from evil doing, when you see all that, you should say that ‘Moses, the servant of God is dead’ and that Jesus the Son of God has got the leadership.” We can, in short, say the words of father Lectanius, “Joshua succeeded Moses to reveal that the new law that is given through Jesus Christ succeeds the old law that was given through Moses.”

We should not ignore the role played by the prophet Moses in educating his disciple Joshua, considered by St. Ambrose as the ideal discipleship: “It is indeed great for man to attach himself to a good mentor. It is great for a young man to follow the example of wise men, as whoever walks in their company will be as wise, while he who attaches himself to fools will be like them. Friendship with the wise is a great help that would support our education and a sure proof of our straight path. Young people quickly become like those to whom they attach themselves.”

That is how Joshua the son of Nun became great! His union with Moses was the only way, not only to educate him in the knowledge of the law but to get sanctified and to gain grace! When God’s glory shone in the tent through His presence, Joshua was there! When Moses spoke to God, the holy cloud also covered Joshua (Exodus 24:12), etc. The priests and the people used to stand at the foot of the mountain, while Moses and Joshua ascended to its top to receive the law. When the pillar of cloud descended and God spoke with Moses, Joshua stood beside him as his servant; he stayed in the tent while the elderly people stood trembling afar.


In every situation, Joshua kept his union with Moses, amid all those amazing works and awesome secrets. That is why he was in his company as God spoke to him and succeeded him in authority (Deuteronomy 34: 9). How beautiful was that union between the old man and his young disciple! One of them gave testimony, while the other provided rest! One of them gave guidance, while the other provided joy!
Joshua and the preparation for the crossover:


I do not want to go into details on Joshua’s life and works, as all this will eventually appear with our interpretation of the book itself, but I shall give here just broad lines to facilitate connecting this Book together.


Joshua gave the people three days to prepare provisions for themselves for crossing over the Jordan in order to possess the land of promise (Joshua 1: 10&11). It is as though he is presenting to us Jesus Christ, who grants us the possibility of being risen with Him (on the third day), as a Provision to enjoy in the life of the Jordan in order to inherit the new life and enjoy the new spiritual food.

Joshua and the two spies:


Joshua sent two men to spy the land of Jericho, where they lodged in the house of Rahab, a Canaanite harlot; she hid them in between the stalks of flax on the roof. It is a magnificent portrait of how Christ sent His disciples to preach among the Gentiles, to deliver the gospel in their secret life, and how the word of preaching hides in between the stalks of flax, namely in the priestly work (the flax is a symbol of purity and from it priestly garments are made), that is spiritually lifted up on the roof.


The king of Jericho chased them as though he was “the flesh that lusts against the Spirit” (Galatians 5: 17), seeking to bring the soul from the heights (the roof) down to the abyss and not allow her to hide in the righteousness of Christ and His priestly works (the stalks of flax).

Joshua and the crossover of the Jordan:


The crossover of the Jordan represents one of the main works of Joshua the son of Nun. It was presented in a special splendid way if compared to the crossover of the Red Sea under the leadership of Moses, a subject we shall deal with in the interpretation of the third chapter.

Joshua and the secret of rest:


If the book of Joshua is called by some “The book of wars and conquests,” we should also call it “The book of rest,” as it was said, “Then the land rested from war” (Joshua 11:23). And when the Apostle Paul intended, in his epistle to the Hebrews, to compare between Jesus and Joshua, he talked about the “rest.” Joshua brought the people into a temporary rest in the land of promise; yet, the true rest is to be realized in the Person of Christ in whom God the Father finds His rest, finding in us His children an object of His pleasure. In Him, we likewise find our rest, seeing God the Father, our Father, opening His eternal bosom for us to dwell in it by entering into our Lord Jesus Christ.


Finally, I leave the talk about that great leader Joshua, the symbol of our living Jesus, until we come to our interpretation of the Book, especially the section that deals with the division of the land of promise; it refers to our enjoyment of the eternal inheritance by our Lord Jesus Christ.


NAME: ____________________________
first                                                  last                                                .
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	As I was with Moses, so I will be with you.
 Joshua 3:7


1. How did God prepare Joshua to lead?

2. Why is discipleship important?

3. How did Joshua’s report on the Promised Land demonstrate his faith?

4. Who chose Joshua to be Moses’ successor?
5. For what mission did God choose Joshua?
6. How is the ritual of “laying the hand” used in the New Testament Church?

7. Mention a example from the Bible on zeal that’s not based on true knowledge:[image: image1.emf] 

 





































































































( Commentary on the Book of Joshua, by Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty, Coptic Orthodox Church Diocese of Sydney and Affiliated Regions, COePA, 1982
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