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A Study of the Acts of the Apostles (I)

Objective: 
· To learn from the strength of the early Church
Memory Verse: 

“You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you” (Acts 1:8) 

References: 

· The Book of the Acts of the Apostles
· “The Acts of the Apostles,” Fr. Anstassi Safeek
· “The Church in the Age of the Apostles,” Anba Youannis
· “Studies in the Acts of the Apostles,” Anba Athanasius
Introduction: 


The New Testament includes the four Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles and the epistles. The Gospels give the events of the Lord’s life in the flesh till He ascended to Heaven. The Acts of the Apostles give the events of the early Church after the Lord’s ascension and the pouring of the Holy Spirit on the believers. 


In the Gospels, the Lord is in the flesh, and in the Book of Acts, the Lord is in the people. In the Gospels, we see Christ, and in the Book of Acts, we see Christianity. That is why it is called the Acts of the Holy Spirit or the Gospel of the Holy Spirit. 

Lesson Outline: 

I. The Book and the Writer 


This book gives us the image of the early Church from all its different aspects. We see how Jerusalem was, the circumstances it faced, and the spread of the Church in different countries as well as the types of success and obstacles she faced. We also see the life of the fathers the Apostles and how they behaved, served and bore witness. It is the model and the history, the measure and the image of the life flowing from the spring of the Holy Spirit, Who was poured on the apostles on the day of Pentecost. By His power, they traveled around the world preaching the Gospel, and although the world severely resisted them, they won victory over the world with the help of the Spirit that abode in them. 


The writer of the book is St. Luke who wrote it after writing his Gospel. His purpose is to complete the story he started in his Gospel, as he said when he began his Gospel: “In as much as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those things which are most surely believed among us” (Luke 1:1-4). Similarly, he began the Acts of the Apostles by saying, “The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen” (Acts 1:1-2); by “former” he refers to his Gospel. 


One person then wrote the two books, St. Luke, to a man named Theophilus, and the second book complete the story that began in the first book. The early church confirmed this. 


The characteristics of the style of writing in the two books, the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts, are identical, as the two books address the Jews and the gentiles. 

II. The Characteristics of the Book 


Before the Lord’s ascension, He said to His disciples, “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 


This book deals with the story of the spread of Christianity by the apostles bearing witness, starting from Jerusalem then spreading through Judea, Samaria, Syria, Asia Minor, Greece and at last Rome, which was the capital of the world at that time. 


The Lord said to His disciples, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father” (John 14:12). This book tells us how they spoke in tongues, cured the sick people, healed the paralyzed and raised the dead (Acts 8:7). 


The Lord Christ warned His disciples about the price they will have to pay by saying, “But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to councils and scourge you in their synagogues” (Matthew 10:17). Also, “And you will be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles” (Matthew 10:18). 

III. Witness of St. John Chrysostom to the Book 


This book shows the apostles’ great wisdom and spiritual lowliness that made their service fruitful among those who heard them. The book also shows the high spiritual state of the apostles that was the result of the effectiveness of the Holy Spirit. They were filled with virtues. They did not show any envy or mean desire, and they lived a lowly life full of love and tolerance. 

IV. It is the Only Book with no Ending in the Holy Bible 


The story ends with the arrival of St. Paul to Rome, and the Spirit does not end the story with the word “Amen” as usual; we find ourselves before an incomplete book. The book began on Pentecost day and it is still open while the world and the Church exist, so that all the people everywhere can bear witness to the Lord Christ. 

V. The Church Prior to the Coming of the Holy Spirit 


The apostles struggled and were gathered to pray when the Holy Spirit came upon them. We also have to struggle to receive the talents through prayer, vigil and fasting. 


During that time, the apostles chose the twelfth disciple to replace Judas. 

VI. The Church in Jerusalem (The Life of the Early Church, Acts 2:2-47) 

A. People were persistent in doing four things 

· Listening to the teachings of the apostles; i.e. meetings were held so that the people might listen to the words of the apostles. 

· Partaking the Sacrament of the Holy Communion; “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not a participation in the Body of Christ?” (1 Corinthians 10:16) 

· Breaking bread; i.e. they ate food together and showed a spirit of love. 

· They were persistent in prayers. 

B. Christianity spreads 

· Through preaching, as the case was on the day of Pentecost and other occasions
· Through good works and good examples; “Having favor with all the people” 

C. The life of voluntary poverty 


Many believers fulfilled the law of perfection. They sold their property and possessions and gave the money to the apostles to spend it on the needy. 

D. The Choice of the seven deacons 


They were known to be full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, and they were put in charge of the various domains of social and spiritual service. One of them was Stephen, the first deacon and martyr. 

VII. The Church in Judea and Samaria 

A. The persecution 


Persecution began by arresting the two apostles, Sts. Peter and John, and then they were set free after receiving orders not to speak in the name of Christ. When the miracles increased in number and the power of the Church spread, the pagan priests became annoyed and arrested some of them (Acts 5:17-18); but the Lord’s angel opened the prison gates and let them out, and they stood in the temple and started teaching the pagan priests. 

B. The stoning of Stephen 


When the Christians increased in number, the leaders of the Jews bribed some men to say that they heard them speaking against Moses and against God (Acts 6:11). So Stephen was arrested, judged before the council and stoned (Acts 7:58). 

C. Saul’s persecution 


Saul was persecuting the Church and Christian houses, binding men and taking women to prison; so all the believers scattered in Jerusalem. Saul carried letters to Damascus to bring all who went there back to Jerusalem so that the Jews might judge them. 

VIII. The Gospel is preached Outside Jerusalem to the Samaritans 


The Samaritans were originally the Jews of the ten tribes that formed the kingdom of Israel, but during the 8th Century B.C., King Sargon came from Assyria and captured many of them and settled other peoples in their place (2 Kings 17:24). In this way, the Jews mingled with the Babylonians and the beliefs were mingled and confused, so the Jews despised the Samaritans and considered them strangers. They refused to let them take part in any activity, such as the rebuilding of the temple. The Samaritans asked Ezra to allow them to take part in the work, but he refused (Ezra 4:1,2). They refused to speak with them, and it was dangerous for the Jews to travel from Judea in the South to the Province of Galilee in the North because they had to pass through Samaria. However, Christ visited their country, preached them (John 4) and healed their sick. 


Preaching the Samaritans is considered a middle stage between the preaching of the Jews and the Gentiles (the nations). 

IX. Saul’s faith 


The Lord appeared to Saul, called him, and asked him why he persecuted Him. Then the Lord told him to go to Ananias, and Saul went silently. He could not see but when Ananias placed his hands on him, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes and he was able to see again. Then he preached in the Synagogues of Damascus. 


After the Samaritans received the faith, the apostles hesitated in preaching the Gentiles, but the Lord revealed His desire to accept the Gentiles through two unique events. 

X. The Vision of the Large Sheet 


When Cornelius wanted to see the Lord, the Lord sent an angel to him; the angel said, “Now send men to Joppa, and send for Simon whose surname is Peter” (Acts 10:5). 


A large sheet was lowered by its four corners to the earth (Acts 10:5-7). In it were all kinds of animals, reptiles, and wild birds... “And a voice spoke to him again the second time: What God has cleansed you must not call common” (Acts 10:15). 


When St. Peter met Cornelius and told him the story, the apostle taught his family about the Lord of glory. Then, the Lord gave him a very clear sign: the Holy Spirit came down on all those listening to Him, without baptism or laying of hands. Previously, we have never heard in the New Testament that the Holy Spirit has fallen down upon any Gentile. This happened to drive St. Peter to baptize the Gentiles. The other apostles criticized St. Peter for what he did and said to him, “You went in to uncircumcised men and ate with them” (Acts 11:2,3). However, St. Peter convinced them that this was the will of God. 

Conclusion: 


God continued to work through the Holy Spirit in the Church during the early Church era, as evident in all the events in the Book of Acts. 

Application: 


The students should read the remaining chapters of the Book of Acts to participate actively in this study next week. 


A Study of the Acts of the Apostles (II) 
Preaching the Gentiles 
Objective: 

· To know how Christianity spread 

· To understand the remainder of the Book of Acts 

Memory Verse: 

“You shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
References: 

· Trips of St. Paul (Sunday School lesson from another grade)

Lesson Outline: 

I. Paul the Apostle sent to the Gentiles 


St. Paul was wise in his service. In Antioch in Pisidia (Acts 13:15-53), he began his words by reading the Old Testament, and when the Jews refused to receive the faith and said evil things about him, he directed his words to the Gentiles and won them at once (Acts 13:46-49). 


On his first missionary journey, he tolerated the following: 

· He ran away from Damascus by being lowered in a basket. 

· The people of Jerusalem were stirred up against him and he ran away from them. 

· He traveled everywhere and faced the troubles of the roads. 

· He was driven out to Antioch in Pisidia. 

· He ran away from Iconium. 

· He was stoned at Lystra. 

· He was sick during this period and said, “It was because of a bodily ailment that I preached the Gospel to you at first.” 

II. The first missionary journey of St. Paul among the Gentiles 


Acts 13 and14 describe the first journey to Cyprus and Asia Minor. 

In Cyprus 


When they arrived at Salamis, they preached the word of God in the Synagogues. Then they went to Paphos, the capital, and preached there. Bar-Jesus (Elymas the magician) resisted them, and St. Paul made him blind. 

In Asia Minor 

· In Perga: a city in Pamphylia; St. Mark left them when he wanted to go to Galatia. 

· In Antioch: in Syria; they preached in the Synagogue on two Saturdays because the officials of the Synagogue sent them a message: “Brethren, if you have any word of exhortation for the people, say it.” When the Jews left the Synagogue, the Gentiles asked them to preach them the following Sabbath, so the Jews were filled with jealousy and severely disputed what St. Paul. 

· In Iconium: they preached in the Synagogue but the Jews and the fanatic Gentiles were stirred up against them and tried to stone them; they were able to escape. 

· In Lystra: they met Timothy who believed in Christ and received the faith. They healed the man who had been lame from birth. The crowds thought they were gods and named Barnabas “Zeus” and Paul “Hermes.” St. Paul taught the crowds about Christ, so they stopped offering sacrifices to them. 

· In Derbe: many received the faith and the two apostles were not persecuted there. 

III. The Trip to Antioch and Macedonia 


They journeyed back, passing through all the countries where they had preached the word of God. They appointed priests in each city and returned via Antioch in Pisidia; then they sailed to Antioch in Syria without going through Cyprus. “And when they had come and gathered the church together, they reported all that God had done with them, and that He had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles” (Act 14:27). 


Paul later visited four churches of Galatia: Derbe, Lystra, Iconium and Antioch. He took Timothy with him from Lystra; the three Apostles, Sts. Paul, Silas and Timothy, walked together. They tried to preach the word in Ephesus and the other cities of Asia, but the Spirit did not allow them. They wanted to go north to Bithynia but the Spirit did not let them. At night, St. Paul had a vision in which he saw a Macedonian standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” So they got ready to leave for Europe, and they preached the following cities: 

Philippi in Macedonia 


Great deeds were done in Philippi, the capital of Macedonia and the birthplace of St. Luke: The conversion of Lydia, the casting out of the evil spirit, they were thrown in jail, and the jailer was converted (Acts 16:12-40). 

In Thessalonica 


St. Paul held discussions with the people during their Sabbaths, and then the governor compelled the Apostles to leave the city. St. Paul stayed in the city for only twenty days, but the church grew quickly (Acts 17:1-8). 

In Berea 


The service was successful in Berea. Some Jews from Thessalonica came to stir the people up; St. Paul fled to Athens and Timothy and Silas left him. 

In Athens 


St. Paul did not intend to preach in Athens; he was waiting for Timothy and Silas to tell him that the Jews of Thessalonica did not object to his going back to the city. 


St. Paul was greatly upset when he noticed how the city was full of idols. So he held discussions in the Synagogues and the Public Squares. Later, the philosophers took St. Paul and brought him before the city council, Areopagus. 

In Corinth 

He had two principles in his service in Corinth:
a) After the failure he experienced in Athens, where he preached the word starting by a philosophical point, he decided to preach the word of God and Jesus Christ only, especially His death on the cross. Although some people found it hard to believe, yet he insisted on following this method of preaching. 

b) He decided to work to gain a living lest anyone should think that he had an aim of benefiting from preaching. He spent one and a half year in Corinth with Priscilla and Aquila who were makers of the tents like him. 

In Cenchrea 


He had his head shaved. In Ephesus, he preached a few Jews. Then he sailed from Ephesus to Caesarea and left Priscilla and Aquila. 

IV. The Third Missionary Journey 


St. Paul left Priscilla and Aquila in Ephesus, where he preached very few people. On his way back, he visited the churches of Galatia and Phrygia and strengthened the believers and the disciples. 

In Ephesus 


Apollos the Jew had been in Ephesus, and Priscilla and Aquila preached him. Apollos went to Corinth, but St. Paul served the Jewish believers who received the baptism of John; then he served all the Jews in the Synagogue. The word of the Lord kept spreading and growing stronger. Faith drove the believers to burn their pagan books, the price of which was 50,000 pieces of silver. 


St. Paul the apostle spent three years there, but Demetrius who made silver shrines of temples and idols stirred the people against him. 


During his stay in Ephesus, he faced many troubles. At that time, he was gathering some money from the churches of the gentiles to send it to the poor people of Jerusalem. But sad news came to him; the churches of Galatia and Corinth deviated from the right way. He was very sad. It is possible that he had written his letters to the people of Galatia and Corinth at that time. 

In Macedonia 


He visited the church there.
In Achaia 


He went to Achaia, South of Greece, but was compelled to go back to Macedonia because the Jews were plotting against him. 

In Troas 


He preached by night. The young man sitting by a window, listening to St. Paul’s preaching, fell down from the third floor, and St. Paul went down and threw himself on him, held him and healed him. 

The return to Jerusalem 


The whole group sailed from Troas to Jerusalem. On their way to Jerusalem, they visited many churches. He greeted them all and advised them to stick to the word of God. He knew that they would never see him again (Acts 20:25). 

Note: The servant should read this farewell letter because it has a deep spiritual pastoral effect; convey it to your students. 

In Jerusalem 


The Apostle gave the money he had to the church. The Jews arrested him and wanted to kill him, but the Lord delivered him. 
Note: Contemplate on how the Lord made use of Lysias to save St. Paul. 


St. Paul was judged by Felix, the governor, and king Agrippa. 

V. The Journey to Rome 


St. Paul was about to be declared innocent, but he appealed to Caesar. St. Paul longed to visit Rome (Acts 19:21). The Lord had appeared to him and told him that he would visit Rome (Acts 23:11). 

VI. The Last Journey 


The Acts of the Apostles does not describe the life of St. Paul when he lived in prison or after the prison, but we know about his life from the epistles that he wrote in those days. We know that after he was set free from the prison of Rome, he went on preaching; he had two places to go to visit: Spain and the churches he had preached in Nicopolis. He was arrested and brought back to Rome, where he received the crown of martyrdom by having his head cut off. The blessing of the prayers of our fathers the Apostles be with us. Amen. 

Conclusion: 


St Paul submitted to the will of the Lord in everything. This attribute accompanied the Apostle from the first moment the Lord revealed Himself to him. We have to bear in mind that Saul, even before he was converted to Christianity, walked in the fear of God; “I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did, as without ceasing I remember you in my prayers night and day” (2 Timothy 1:3). 

Applications: 

· The servant can use the map of the Mediterranean Sea to study St. Paul’s journey and to concentrate on the spiritual aspects of his service. 

· The students can make a model of the route of each journey to be displayed in the church museum and to be used in explaining lessons. 

· The students should study the verses and the situations that prove that the Church of the Apostles was a Church of Truth, Straightforward, Spiritual Joy, Persecution, Growth, Worship and Prayer. It was a Church lit by the Holy Spirit, a Church of fellowship and paternal love. 

· The servant displays the film of the Acts of the Apostles from the Audio-visual Center and explains the struggle of our father the Apostles for the service of the See. 

This study should stimulate the spirit of the apostolic jealousy in young people to serve the souls that need preaching and spiritual work.




St. Paul’s Farewell Address
	17
	From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church.

	18
	And when they had come to him, he said to them: "You know, from the first day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you,


	19
	"serving the Lord with all humility, with many tears and trials which happened to me by the plotting of the Jews;

	20
	"how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to house,

	21
	"testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

	22
	"And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to me there,

	23
	"except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me.

	24
	"But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.

	25
	"And indeed, now I know that you all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, will see my face no more.

	26
	"Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men.

	27
	"For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.

	28
	"Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.

	29
	"For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.

	30
	"Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.

	31
	"Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.

	32
	"So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

	33
	"I have coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel.

	34
	"Yes, you yourselves know that these hands have provided for my necessities, and for those who were with me.

	35
	"I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.' "

	36
	And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all.



THE BOOK OF ACTS(
I. The Author

· All the Church fathers and the biblical scholars agreed that St. Luke is the author of the third Gospel, as well as the Book of Acts.
· Both the Gospel of St. Luke and the Book of Acts are dedicated to Theophilus, St. Luke's friend, who holds a high Roman position.
· Both are similar in language and style.
· St. Luke, in the opening words of Acts, refers to the Gospel in which he has dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commandment to the Apostles whom he had chosen. The reference here is manifestly to the Gospel, and we are clearly intended to conclude that the Book of Acts is a continuation of the Gospel, and consequently, the work of the same author.
· There are some words which are either very rare or do not occur at all elsewhere in the New testament but which are fairly frequent in Luke & Acts. Such as "as his custom was" is found only at LK 4:16 and Acts 17:2, and in each case it is connected with entry into a synagogue on the Sabbath.
· The writer of these two books was a companion of the Apostle Paul as the "we" sections of Acts indicate: "Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the Gospel to them, therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran a straight course to Samothrace, and the next day came to Neapolis" [Acts 16:10-11]. "Now it came to pass, that when we had departed from them and set sail, running a straight course, we came to Cos," [Acts 21:1]. In these sections of Acts, the author includes himself in the journeys of St. Paul. St. Luke was a close companion of St. Paul: "Luke, the beloved physician and Demas greet you" [Col 4:14], "Only Luke is with me, get Mark, and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for ministry" [2 Tim 4:11].
· St. Luke was born in Antioch of Syria; he was a physician, writer, and painter. He accompanied St. Paul on his journeys and offered him his medical service and cooperation in spreading the Gospel [Good News] of Jesus Christ.
· A manuscript of the second century says that “St. Luke was a Syrian from Antioch, a medical doctor, a disciple of the Apostles, a follower of Paul up to his martyrdom, working in the Lord undistracted, without children, and died 84 years old in Thevis.”
II. Characteristics

A. Its place in the New Testament

It is between the Gospels and the Epistles to serve as a link between the records of Jesus Christ and the apostolic correspondence. The Book of Acts makes a vital contribution to the discussion of the relationship between the teaching of Jesus Christ and apostolic doctrine. 
B. Its view of history

The many references to the Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts are a sufficient indication that the writer regards the development of Christian history as due to a superhuman control.
He does not gloss over the difficulties which the Christian mission encountered, but he purposes to show that God was directing each movement of the history.
As Christian influence spreads from Jerusalem to Rome there is no impression given that this progress is due ultimately to human achievement, but God was hedging His people round, preventing undesirable developments here and prompting to sustained evangelistic efforts there.
C. Its portrait of primitive communities

The Book of Acts gives a valuable general impression of primitive Church life. St. Luke, as the author of the Book of Acts, clearly portrayed the spiritual and moral characteristics of the early Christians.
D. Its record of primitive theology

The main doctrinal themes presented in apostolic preaching and teaching
E. Its focus on Sts. Peter and Paul

One of the features about the Book of Acts is that it says so little about the other apostles and so much about St. Peter and St. Paul.
III. Date


Since the record in Acts concludes with St. Paul's arrival in Rome to begin his first confinement in that city, one would judge that the book was written about 63 A.D. in Rome during that first imprisonment. If it were written later, it would by very difficult to explain why St. Luke did not mention such momentous events as the burning of Rome, the martyrdom of St. Paul and the destruction of Jerusalem itself.

IV. Purpose

A. A Narrative of History

St. Luke wrote the Book of Acts as a continuation of his Gospel, so his primary purpose was historical. The Gospel gives us the history of our Lord Jesus Christ and His salvation, and the Book of Acts gives as the history of the Christian Church in the first century, from 33 A.D until 65 A.D.
B. A book of the Spirit

For example: The Church comes into being through the baptism of the Spirit [2:38]. Fullness of the Spirit was the evidence of true Christianity [2:4, 6:3, 8:17].
V. Language


St. Luke wrote the Book of Acts in the Greek language, the universal language of his time and his native language.

VI. Contents

A. Introduction: [1:1-26]

1) Prologue [1:1-3]

2) Jesus Christ's last words and his ascent to heaven [1:4-11]

3) The apostles return to Jerusalem and join together in one accord for prayer in the upper room. [1:12-14]

4) St. Peter's speech and Matthias is chosen [1:15-26]

B. Part I: Preaching the Gospel in Jerusalem [2:1-8:3]

1) Establishing the Church in Jerusalem [2:1-47]

(a) Descent of the Holy Spirit [2:1-13]

(b) St. Peter's first sermon [2:14-36]

(i) St. Peter explains the gift of speaking in many tongues [2:14-21].
(ii) Speaking of the Lord Jesus Christ as the awaited Messiah [2:22-33] and His ascent to heaven [2:33-36]

(c) Results of St. Peter's sermon [2:37-41]
(d) Life of the first Christian community and growth of faith [2:42-47]

2) Spread of Christianity and persecution of the apostles [3:1-4:13]

(a) The healing of a lame man at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful [3:1-11]

(b) St. Peter's sermon [3:21-26] shows that the miracle happened by the power of Jesus Christ [3:12-16], pointing out the ignorance of the Jews and their rulers [3:17-18] and inviting the people to repentance [3:14-26].
(c) Sts. Peter & John's address to the council [4:1-22]
The arrest of St. Peter and St. John [4:1-4]
The council meets and St. Peter's sermon [4:5-12]
The recommendation of the council to Sts. Peter & John [4:13-22]
(d) Prayers of the faithful [4:23-31]
3) God protects the Church from internal and external dangers [4:32-5:42]
. The unity of the faithful [4:22-37]
. The lying of Ananias and Sapphira and their punishment [5:1-11]
. Signs and wonders done through the hands of the apostles and growth of faith [5:12-16]
. Second imprisonment of St. Peter and St. John [5:17-18]
. The apostles are freed and their appearance in the temple [5:19-26]
. Gamaliel's advice and the apostles are freed [5:27-40]
. The apostles’ feeling and their work after they departed from the council [5:41-42]
4) St. Stephen's martyrdom [6:1-8:3]

(a) Seven deacons chosen [6:1-7]
(b) St. Stephen does miracles which affect the people, and he’s brought him to the Council [6:8-15].
(c) St. Stephen's address [7:1-53]: The patriarchs [7:2-16], Moses' time [7:17-34], Times of David and Solomon [7:44-50]; Outcome of St. Stephen's address [7:51-53] 

(d) Martyrdom of St. Stephen [7:54-60] and the persecution of the Church [8:1-3]

C. Part II: Preaching the Gospel in Samaria, Damascus and Antioch [8:4-12:25]

1) Preaching to the Samarians and the baptism of the eunuch of Candace [8:4-40]
2) Faith of St. Paul [9:1-19] and his ministry in Damascus and Jerusalem [9:19-30]

3) St. Peter's ministry [9:31-11:30]

(a) St. Peter in Lydda and Joppa [9:31-43]; Aeneas was healed [9:31-35]; Tabitha is raised from the dead [9:36-43]

(b) St. Peter converted Cornelius and accepted the gentiles [10:1-11:18].

(c) Establishing the Church in Antioch and its origin to the Church in Jerusalem [11:19-30]
4) Herod's persecution of the Church [12:1-25].

(a) The martyrdom of St. James the brother of St. John [12:1-2]

(b) St. Peter was kept in prison [12:3-5] and miraculously freed from prison [12:6-11].

(c) St. Peter went to the house of Mary, the mother of St. John whose surname was Mark [12:12-17].
(d) The death of Herod [12:18-25]

D. Part III: Preaching the Gospel to the gentiles [13:1-28:31]

1) St. Paul’s first trip [13:1-14:28]

Sts. Paul & Barnabas’ trip to Cyprus, Asia minor, Perga in Pamphylia, Antioch in Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, and back to Antioch
2) The Jerusalem Council [15:1-35]: certain men rose against those not circumcised according to the custom of Moses [15:1-5]
The Jerusalem Council convene; St. Peter’s speech [15:6-12] as well as St. James speech [15:13-21]; the Jerusalem decree delivered to Antioch [15:22-35]

3) St. Paul's second trip [15:36-18:22]

(a) From Antioch to Macedonia [15:36-16:11]
(b) His split from Barnabas [15:36-41]
(c) He went to Derbe and Lystra meeting Timothy [16:1-5], and his trip from Phrygia to Macedonia [16:6-11]

(d) In Philippi [16:12-40], his words to Lydia the seller of purple and her faith [16:12-15]
(e) The slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination is cured [16:11-18]

(f) St. Paul & Silas seized [16:19-24], thrown in prison [16:25-34] and subsequently released [16:35-40]
(g) St.  Paul in Thessalonica, Berea and Athens [17:1-34]
(h) St. Paul and Silas in Thessalonica [17:1-9]; his trip to Athens [17:16-21] and his ministry there [17:22-31]; the outcome of his preaching [17:32-34]
(i) His ministry in Corinth and his return to Antioch [18:1-22]; He faces Gallio the proconsul of Achaia [18:12-17]

(j) His return to Antioch via Ephesus and Jerusalem [18:18-22]

4) St. Paul's third trip [18:23-21:16]

(a) His trip to Ephesus: visit to Galatia [18:23]; Apollos comes to Ephesus and departs to Corinth [18:24-28]

(b) He  meets with St. John’s disciples in Ephesus  [19:1-7]

(c) His withdrew from the Ephesus council [19:8-12]

(d) The itinerant Jewish exorcists in Ephesus [19:13-20]

(e) Rioting against St. Paul [19:21-41]

(f) St. Paul’s journey to Macedonia and Halace (Greece) and back to Jerusalem [20:1-21:16]; St. Paul's journey to Troas via Macedonia, Halace [20:1-6] and Miletus [20:7-16]; His ministry in Miletus to the elders of the church in Ephesus [20:17-18]; His journey back to Jerusalem [21:16]
5) St. Paul’s imprisonment in Caesarea and Rome [21:17-28:31]

(a) The Jewish laid hand on him [21:17-40]

(b) St. Paul preaches the Jews in Jerusalem [22:1-21]

(c) From the prison in Jerusalem to Caesarea [22:22-23:35]

(d) St. Paul and Felix [24:1-27]

(e) St. Paul and Festus [25:1-26:32]

(f) From Caesarea to Rome [27:1-28:15]

(g) St. Paul in Rome [28:16-31]


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