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Pope Abraam Ibn-Zaraa(
References:

1. “Introduction to the Coptic Orthodox Church,” Fr. Tadros Malaty, pages 103-105
2. “The Story of the Copts,” Iris Habib El-Masri, pages 108-120

Lesson Aim:
1. An Introduction to the Church during the Fatimid period

2. The life of Pope Anba Abraam Ibn-Zaraa

3. The story of moving Muquattam Mountain

Bible Reading: Matthew 17:14-23
Golden Verse:
“If you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move.” Matthew 17:20
Lesson Notes:
1. The role of the devil in fighting the Church

2. Emphasize the fact that God takes care of His people during difficult times

3. The role of the layman Simeon in saving the Church; his sainthood

4. We should also learn about:

a. Fasting and praying before we ask for God’s help

b. Saint Mary’s intercession




The Sixth Day of the Blessed Month of Kiahk
The Departure of St. Abraam (Abraham) Ebn-Zaraa, 62nd Pope of Alexandria

On this day, of the year 970 A.D., the saint Anba Abraam, 62nd Pope of Alexandria, departed. This father was a descendant of the Christians of the East, whose name was Ebn-Zaraa the Syrian. He was a rich merchant who visited Egypt often, then finally settled there.


He was blessed with many virtues, including mercy to the needy. His reputation of righteousness and knowledge became well known. When the Patriarchal Chair became vacant, the bishops and the learned elders all agreed to choose him as Patriarch. When he sat on the chair of the See of St. Mark, he gave all his possessions to the poor and needy.


During his days, Cosman Ebn-Mina, the Coptic minister, was appointed a Governor over Palestine. Before his departure to his new position, he entrusted one hundred thousand dinars to the father, the Patriarch, asking him to hold them until his return. He asked the Pope to give the money to the poor, the needy, the churches and the monasteries if he died there. When the news of Hafktin (Kormati) concurring Syria and Palestine reached the Patriarch, he thought that Cosman had died. He distributed that money according to Cosman's instructions. But Cosman was saved from death and returned to Egypt. The father, the Patriarch, told him what he did with the money, and Cosman was glad and exceedingly happy.


Among his accomplishments was the abolition of some corrupt and erroneous customs. He prevented and excommunicated everyone who took bribes from anyone for the purpose of gaining a clerical position. He also strongly forbade the keeping of concubines. When the people who were practicing this knew his orders, the fear of God moved them; they also feared that the Patriarch might excommunicate them.


They set all their concubines free and went to the Patriarch repenting, except for one of the rich men of the country. This man did not fear God nor did he heed the fact that this father, who chided him repeatedly and was very patient with him, would excommunicate him. He did not return from his evil way and was not afraid lest God should destroy him. In spite of that, this father did not slacken in teaching and rebuking him. Furthermore, he humbled himself like Christ, his teacher, and he went to that man's house. When the man heard of the arrival of the Patriarch to his house, he shut the door and refused to let him in. The father remained standing at the door for two hours, knocking, but the man neither opened the door for him nor spoke to him. The father realized that this wretched man had intentionally separated himself from the flock of Christ and became a corrupt member.


The Pope saw it fit to cut him from the body of the Church so as not to corrupt the rest of the body. He excommunicated him saying, "Let his blood be on his own head," and then the Pope shook off the dust from his sandals at the door of the house of that man. At this moment, God manifested a sign before the eyes of those who were present: the doorstep, which was made of granite, had split in two. Later on, the Lord showed his might and the man lost all his wealth and was fired from his position in disgrace. He became ill, which led to his death in a horrible way. He became an example to the others; many sinners learned a lesson and were afraid as a result of what happened to him.


During the days of this father, El-Mu'izz the Khalifa had a Jewish Vizier; his name was, Jacob Ebn-Yousef, who adopted the Muslim faith (Islam). This minister had a Jewish friend (Ebn-Killis) who used to go with him frequently to the Khalifa and converse with him. This Jew took advantage of the favor that his friend had with the Khalifa and found this to be an opportunity to ask for the presence of the father, the Patriarch, in order that he might have a debate with him.


Abba Abraam came along with Anba Severus Ebn-EI-Mukafaa, Bishop of Ashmunein. El-Mu'izz ordered them to sit, so they sat down silently. He asked, "Why are you not debating?" Anba Severus answered, "How can we argue in the presence of El-Khalifa with a man who is less intelligent than an ox?" El-Mu'izz asked for an explanation. Anba Severus said, “God has declared by the mouth of the prophet, ‘The ox knows its owner and the donkey its master's crib, but Israel does not know.’” (Isaiah 1:3) They debated this Jew and shamed him with all the irrefutable arguments that prove the soundness of the Christian faith. Then they left El-Mu'izz with great honor.


The minister and his Jewish friend were not able to bear the insults. So they sought the chance to take revenge on Christians. A few days later, the Jewish Vizier; Jacob Ebn-Yousef went to El-Mu'izz and maliciously told him, "Your royal highness knows that the faith of the Christians does not have a sound base. Their Bible states, 'If you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you shall say to this mountain move from here to there, and it will move.' (Matthew 17:20) Prince of the faithful
 knows the falsehood of these sayings. And to verify this, we will summon the Patriarch to give us the proof that their Christ's sayings are true."


The Khalifa thought to himself, "If the saying of Christ is true, that would be of great benefit to us, for the Mokattam mount is too close to Cairo. If the mountain can be moved away that would make the position of the city greater than what it is now. If the saying is not true, that will give us the justification to persecute the Christians."


El-Mu'izz called the father, the Patriarch, placed this saying before him and asked for the proof of its soundness. The Pope asked for a three-day respite, which was granted. When the Pope left El-Khalifa, he gathered the monks and the bishops nearby, and they all stayed in El-Mualaqua (the Suspended) Church in Old Cairo for three days of fasting and supplicating God. 

Before dawn of the third day, as Abba Abraam dozed off out of sheer weariness, our Holy Lady, the Virgin St. Mary, the Mother of God, appeared to him and told him to rise up and go to the street which leads to the market. There he would find a one-eyed man bearing a pot of water on his shoulder. She instructed Abba Abraam to tell him that he was the man designated by God to perform this sign.


This holy man's name was Simon and he was a Tanner. The father, the Patriarch, took him along with some of the priests, monks and people to see El-Mu'izz, who was out with the government leaders and the nobles of the city near Mokattam Mountain. The father, the Patriarch, stood with those who were with him on one side, and El-Mu'izz and his entourage stood on the other side.


The father, the Patriarch, and the believers prayed and knelt down three times, and every time they knelt, they said, "Kirya-layson" (Lord have mercy). Whenever the Patriarch and the congregation lifted up their heads after each kneeling, the mountain would rise up; when they knelt down, the mountain was lowered down to the ground; and whenever they walked, the mountain moved before them.


A great fear came on the Khalifa and his companions, and many fell on the ground. The Khalifa advanced on his horse toward the Patriarch and said, "O great teacher, I now know that you are a holy man; ask whatsoever you wish and I will give it to you." The Patriarch refused to ask for anything, but when the Khalifa insisted, he asked the Governor to allow him to build churches, especially the church of St. Mercurius (of the two swords) which was in Old Cairo. He wrote him a decree, permitting the building and the renovation of churches, and he gave him a large sum of money from the treasury. The Patriarch thanked him and prayed for him, but he refused to take the money. As a result, El-Mu'izz revered and respected him more for his piety and righteousness.


When they started building the church of St. Mercurius, some evil men prevented them from working, whereupon El-Mu'izz came to the sight and kept the troublemakers away. He remained there, standing until they completed laying the foundation.


This father renovated many churches all over the See of St. Mark. When he completed his course, he departed in peace after he sat on the chair for 3 years and 6 days.

His prayers be with us, Amen.

COPTIC PERSONALITIES DURING

THE FATIMID ERA(
POPE ABRAAM I

HIS ORDINATION


Abraam Ibn-Zaraa was Syrian by birth. He was a wealthy merchant who visited Egypt several times and finally stayed there. He was known for his goodness and piety, particularly his care for the poor and for his knowledge. While the bishops were convening in the church of St. Sergius (Abu-Saga) for the ordination of the Pope, Abraam entered the church. They admired him and unanimously consented to elect him. They immediately took him to Alexandria, where he was consecrated in St. Mark's Church as the 62nd Patriarch. He distributed half of his properties among the poor and the other half was spent on church buildings.

HIS LOVE FOR THE POOR


This Pope was known for his love and care for the poor. A Coptic vizier (minister) named Kozman Abu-Al-Yomn was appointed as a ruler on Palestine. He entrusted the Pope with his wealth (about 100,000 dinars) and asked him to distribute it among the needy and the churches if he would die in Palestine. When the Pope heard of a rebellion in Syria and Palestine, he thought that Kozman died and so he distributed the money. However, Kozman returned safely, and when the Pope told him of what he did with his deposit, Kozman rejoiced.

HIS PASTORAL WORKS


He stopped bad habits and forbade accepting any bribes in the church. He also firmly forbade his flock from having concubines. Many feared God, freed their concubines, and repented. However, one of the prominents did not care about the Pope's forbidding. The Pope advised him several times patiently; at last, he went to his house to advise him, for he became a bad example to the people. The Pope knocked on his door, but he would not open the door of his house. The Pope remained for two hours, knocking, and then he said, "His blood is on his head." He shook off the dust from his feet on the door's step. Immediately, the stoned step split in front of those who were present. After a short period, the man was fired from his job, lost all his wealth, suffered incurable diseases, and became an example for sinners.

IN AL-MUIZZ'S COURT


Al-Muizz was known for his tolerance, justice and his interest in religious discussions. He had a Jewish vizier (minister) named Ibn-Killis (Celsus), who asked the Caliph to allow a Jewish person named Moses to debate with the Pope in his presence. Al-Muizz told the Pope courteously about this matter, and the Pope went to meet him; he came with Anba Sawiris (Severus) Ibn-Al-Maqaffa, bishop of Al-Ashmunein. The Pope allowed the bishop to speak, and the bishop said, "It is not suitable that I speak to a Jew in the presence of a Caliph." Moses became extremely angry and considered this an insult and an accusation of ignorance. The bishop answered calmly, "The prophet Isaiah says, ‘The ox knows its owner and the donkey its master crib, but Israel does not know’" Is.1:3.


The caliph liked the jest and wanted to stop the debate, but the Jewish vizier considered this a great insult and started to read with his friend Moses in the New Testament until they found this verse: “If you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘move from here to there’ and it will move.” Matt.17:20 & Mark 11:23. They showed this verse to the Caliph and enticed him to ask the Pope if he had faith as a mustard seed to move the Mokattam Mountain. The Caliph sent for the Pope and asked him if such a verse really exists, and Anba Abraam affirmed it. Upon this, the Caliph asked him to fulfill it or else the Copts would be subjected to the sword. The Pope asked for a three days' respite; he went directly to St. Mary's Church (Al-Muallaqa "Suspended"), sent for some bishops, priests, monks, laymen and requested them all to fast and pray during these three days. All, along with the Pope, prayed in one spirit with bitter hearts. Before the dawn of the third day, as the Pope dozed off because of the severity of the grief and vigil, he saw the Virgin Mary asking, "What is the matter with you?" He answered, "You, the Lady of the Heavenly Hosts, know what is happening." She comforted him and asked him to go out of the iron gate which leads to the market; she told him that he shall meet a one-eyed man carrying a pitcher, and he will move the mountain.


The Pope woke up and hurried out. When he found the mentioned man, the latter tried to decline, but when he knew about the Pope's vision, he put himself at the patriarch’s service, pleading that he tell nobody about him until the matter ends. The Pope came to know that the man was called "Simon," and that he worked as a cobbler. One day, a woman came to repair her shoes and tried to incite him with her beautiful legs. He poked his eye with a needle and pulled it out, and the woman cried and fled. He used to wake up early every morning and fill his pitches with water to distribute among the aged and infirm. After this, he goes to his work and stays fasting till sunset.


The Pope, bishops, priests, monks, archons and some of the people went up to the Mokattam Mountain. The Caliph stood beside the Pope, and the vizier had already aroused many people against the Copts. Simon stood behind the Pope. All prayed, and when they cried "Kyrie layson" or "Lord have mercy" and knelt, the mountain was raised up. The Caliph cried, seeking safety. The matter was repeated thrice; then the Pope embraced the Caliph, and the two became close friends.


Al-Muizz requested the Pope to ask for anything he wished. He refused, but on the Caliph's insistence, the Pope asked for rebuilding some churches, particularly that of St. Mercurius in Babylon. The Caliph issued a decree for rebuilding the churches and offered him a great sum of money. The Pope thanked him for the decree but refused the money, and thus Al-Muizz honored him highly for his piety and renouncement. Al-Muizz personally went to put the foundation of the church.

HIS DEPARTURE


Anba Abraam remained for three years and six days on the chair of St. Mark, and he departed to the Lord on the 6th of Kiahk.


Name: _____________________________________

First                                              Last                                     .             
POPE ABRAAM IBN-ZARAA
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	If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, “Move from here to there” and it will move.

Matthew 17:20


1. What did Pope Abraam do when he was consecrated as a Patriarch?

a) Distributed half his properties among the poor

b) Spend some money on Church buildings

c) Distributed all his properties among the poor

d) Spend half his properties on Church buildings

e) a & d above

2. Which of the following bad habits did Pope Abraam stop?

a) Firing people from their jobs

b) Accepting bribes in Church

c) Shaking off dust from the feet

d) Having concubines

e) Fearing God 

3. Who was the key person necessary to move Mokattam Mountain?

a) Pope Abraam

b) Anba Sawiris

c) Simeon

d) Kozman Abu-Al-Yomn

e) Al-Muizz

4. How did Simeon become a one-eyed man?

5. When the ____________ clergy cried "_________________________" and ______________, the Mountain was ______________ up.

6.  __________________ cried, seeking _________________, when the ___________________ moved.  He insisted that the Pope ask for ______________________, but ________________ only asked for permission to ________________ the _____________.












( Prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA, U.S.A.


� One of the titles used in addressing the Muslim Caliphs





( Introduction to the Coptic Orthodox Church, Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Sporting-Alexandria, Egypt, 1993
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