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The Widow's Two Pennies

Reference:          Mark 12: 41-44 

Also read Matthew 6: 1-4, I Timothy 6: 6-10, and II Corinthians 9: 6-12

Golden Verse: 

"He who despises his neighbor sins; But he who has mercy on the poor, happy [is] he." Proverbs 14:21
Lesson Goals: 

1. We must share what we have with the poor.

2. Alms-giving: when is it accepted and when is it not

Lesson Notes: 

1. Alms-giving goes together with fasting and prayer; when one prays and fasts, one must show love through active generosity to others.

2. As with fasting and prayer, the gifts of help to the poor must be done strictly in secret.

3. There's no real love if one does not share what he has with the poor.

4. We are only stewards of what belongs to the Lord and should share His gifts with one another.

5. Love of money and richness, not money itself, is the root of all evils.

6. We must share what we have with the poor cheerfully and not reluctantly. We must give as the poor widow, not out of our abundance but out of our needs.  We cannot give merely what is leftover.




Mark 12:41-44

	41
	Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the treasury. And many who were rich put in much.

	42
	Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites, which make a quadrans.

	43
	So He called His disciples to Himself and said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given to the treasury;

	44
	"for they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood."


Matthew 6:1-4
	1
	"Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

	2
	"Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.

	3
	"But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing,

	4
	"that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly.


I Timothy 6: 6-10

	6
	Now godliness with contentment is great gain.

	7
	For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.

	8
	And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content.

	9
	But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition.

	10
	For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.


II Corinthians 9: 6-12

	6
	But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.

	7
	So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.

	8
	And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.

	9
	As it is written: "He has dispersed abroad, He has given to the poor; His righteousness endures forever."

	10
	Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness,

	11
	while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, which causes thanksgiving through us to God.

	12
	For the administration of this service not only supplies the needs of the saints, but also is abounding through many thanksgivings to God,



NAME: ____________________________ 

first                                                  last                                           .
The Widow's Two Pennies

Read: Mark 12:41-44
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	He who despises his neighbor sins; But he who has mercy on the poor, happy is he. 
Proverbs 14:21


1. Jesus is God who knows all we have. This is shown in verse            
a) 41        b) 42        c) 44        d) None 

2. God's standards are different from people; which verse proves that? 
a) 41        b) 42        c) 43        d) None 

3. What do we learn from this poor widow? 
            a) to get rid of pennies 
            b) to depend on God 
            c) to go to Church 
            d) to depend on money 

4. The poor are also required to give; which Verse shows that? 
  a) 40        b) 41        c) 42        d) None 

5. Write "T" next to the true statement and "F" next to the false statement: 
a) Only rich people should give alms. [___] 
b) Every church member should give the same amount to the church. [___] 
c) We should save enough money for our needs then give alms from what's left over. [___] 
d) Alms-giving goes together with fasting and prayer. [___] 
e) What we have belongs to the Lord, and therefore we must share it with one another. [___] 
f) People gave their money to the apostles who distributed it according to everyone's needs. [___] 

6. "The love of ______________ is the __________ [toro] of all evil." 

7. What is the minimum amount that we must give the Lord from personal income and time? 
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