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The Feast of Holy Theophany(
Reference:    Matthew 3:1-17 

Golden Verse: 

"This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."  Matthew 3:17
Lesson Goals: 

1. Did Jesus need John's baptism?

2. The difference between John's baptism and Jesus' baptism

3. The meaning of the word Theophany: showing God

4. The Holy Trinity: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit

Lesson Notes: 

1. Did Jesus need John's baptism?  See Matthew 3:15

"For thus it becomes us to fulfill all righteousness."

2. The difference between John's baptism and our baptism:

· "Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." Matthew 28:19

· John's baptism was for repentance; Jesus' baptism is for salvation.

· John's baptism was limited to water, but Jesus' baptism involves the Holy Spirit.

· Theophany, showing God or the appearance of God, shows us that salvation through the incarnation of the Son leads to:
· The opening of heaven to us

· We deserve to know the Holy Trinity

· God the Father

· God the Son

· God the Holy Spirit





Matthew 3

	1
	In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,

	2
	and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!"

	3
	For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord; Make His paths straight.' "

	4
	And John himself was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey.

	5
	Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him

	6
	and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.

	7
	But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, "Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

	8
	"Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance,

	9
	"and do not think to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.

	10
	"And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

	11
	"I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

	12
	"His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."

	13
	Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him.

	14
	And John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?"

	15
	But Jesus answered and said to him, "Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he allowed Him.

	16
	When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him.

	17
	And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."




 ( 
The Feast of Holy Theophany
1. When some saw the sinless Christ baptized as if He were a sinner, they said to one another: “If He whose innocence the Baptist gave witness thought it necessary to have Himself baptized, how can we who are covered with sins scorn repentance?”  (Anonymous)

2. There was no need for Him [Christ] to be baptized, because it was said of Him: “He committed no sin.” (1 Pet 2:22)  Rather, through Him the cleansing act was sanctified to become the waters of our immersion.  (St. Hilary)

3. By this act Jesus showed Himself to be “meek and lowly in heart,” coming to those inferior to Him, doing all that followed in order to humble Himself and become obedient “unto death.”  (Origen)

4. For 3 reasons the Savior accepted baptism from John:  (St. Jerome)

a. Because he was born a man, that He might fulfill all justice and humility of the law

b. By His baptism He might confirm John’s baptism

c. By sanctifying the waters of the Jordan through the descent of the dove, He might show the Holy Spirit’s advent in the baptism of believers

5. He was baptized that He might hallow the waters and bestow upon us, through the basin, regeneration and adoption and remission of sins and all the other blessings that come to us through baptism, prefiguring them in Himself.  

6. John, however, did not want anyone to draw the conclusion that Jesus Himself also came to the Jordan to repent of His sins.  So he sets this point straight from the outset by calling Him both Lamb and Redeemer of all the sin that is in the world.  (St. John Chrysostom)

7. He [John the Baptist] excused himself from doing what he was directed to do, because he could not conceive that baptism was necessary for the One whom he knew had come to blot out the sins of the world.  (Chromatius)

8. The Lord did not want to be baptized for His own sake but for ours, in order to fulfill all righteousness.  Indeed, it is only right that whatever someone instructs another to do, he should first do himself.  (Chromatius)

9. “For thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” He is in effect saying, “Since then we have performed all the rest of the commandments, this baptism alone remains.  I have come to do away with the curse that is appointed for the transgression of the law.  So I must therefore first fulfill it all and, having delivered you from its condemnation, bring it to an end.”  (St. John Chrysostom)

10. How did Christ fulfill the righteousness of baptism?  Without doubt according to the demands of human nature:  people need to be baptized, for according to carnal nature they are all sinners.  (Anonymous)

11. When He who is perfect according to the law was baptized with the baptism of John, He became the first to achieve the perfection of the law.  Even Christ, Who was perfect in the law, was baptized with the baptism of John.  For this reason He says, “For thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’  (Theodore of Heraclea)

12. The baptism of John was at one and the same time perfect and imperfect.  It was perfect according to the precept of the law, but it was imperfect in that it did not supply remission of sins but merely made people fit for receiving the perfect one.  

13. In the times before Christ’s coming, those being baptized were held down in the water a longer time for the confession of sin.  But Christ, being sinless, “came up immediately.”  For Christ was not baptized as one repenting but as one cleansing sins and sanctifying the waters.  (St. Cyril of Alexandria)

14. All those who, as members formed and established in righteousness, are worthily baptized in Christ immediately come up from the water in the sense that they advance in virtue and are raised up to heavenly dignity.  (Anonymous)

15. The Spirit descended in the form of a dove, since wherever there is reconciliation with God there is a dove, as in the case of Noah’s ark … announcing God’s mercy to the world and at the same time making clear that what is spiritual should be meek and without wickedness, simple and without guile.  (Origen)

16. The Holy Spirit appeared in the form of a dove, being kindly, affectionate and a lover of humanity.  For the dove is an affectionate creature, a friend of humanity, who, even though mistreated by people who snatch away and eat its nestlings, does not depart from those it is accustomed to live with but remains no matter what.  

17. We knew from those who were immersed in Christ that after baptism with water the Holy Spirit would descend to us from the heavenly gates.  Then we would be filled with the anointing of heavenly glory and become God’s children through the adoption the Father’s voice announced.  Truth prefigured the image of the sacrament through these very happenings.  (St. Hilary)

18. The voice said, “This is my beloved Son.” The Spirit came in the form of a dove, drawing the voice toward Jesus and making it evident to all that “this” was not spoken of John who baptized, but of Jesus who was baptized.  (St. John Chrysostom)

19. Here then we have the Trinity presented in a clear way: the Father in the voice, the Son in the man, the Holy Spirit in the dove.  Here are the three persons of the Trinity distinguished: When Jesus came to the river, he came from one place to another.  The dove descended from heaven to earth, from one place to another.  The very voice of the Father sounded neither from the earth nor from the water but from heaven.  These three are as it were distinguished in places, in offices and in works.  (St. Augustine)

20. We most firmly and rightly maintain the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are a Trinity – inseparably one God, not three gods.  This ineffable Divinity, abiding ever in itself, making all things new, creating, creating anew, sending, recalling, judging, delivering, this Trinity, I say, we know to be at once indescribable and inseparable.  (St. Augustine)


NAME: ____________________________
first                                                       last                                
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Read: Matthew 3:1-17
Verse to memorize: 

	This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.  
Matthew 3:17


1. Write the prophecy mentioned about John's mission:
  

2. ____________ didn't need baptism because he is ____________________. He took on _____________ our _______ to clean us through _____________. [Himself, baptism, without sin, Jesus, sins]
3. John's baptism was a baptism of 

	    a) Salvation 
	  b) The Holy Spirit 
	      c) Fire 
	d) Repentance 
	e) Christianity


4. Which verse shows that John knew the reality of his life? 

	a) 4 
	b) 6 
	c) 11 
	d) 13


5. What should we learn from Jesus’ baptism? 

	    a) Humility
	b) Holy Trinity
	c) Need for baptism
	d) God's love
	e) All the above



6. ________________ means showing God because all three persons of the __________________ were present at Jesus’ _____________.  [Trinity, Theophany, baptism]
7. Match the persons of the Holy Trinity with their representation during Theophany: 

	God the Father 
	Dove

	God the Son 
	Voice in heaven

	God the Holy Spirit
	Jesus Christ


8. What special service is done before the Theophany feast Liturgy? (Name & describe)   

( Outline prepared by Dr. Raif Yanney, St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, Bellflower, CA


( Homilies on St. John by St. John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople, Edited by Rev. Philip Schaff, Hendrickson Publishers, Inc. July 1999, pages 87-111





1

[image: image2.jpg]


