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Theme: The Divinity of Jesus Christ

�Date�Lesson��6/13/99�Parable of the Sower��6/20/99�The Prodigal Son��6/27/99�The Rich Man & Lazarus��

7/4/99�Feeding The Multitude��7/11/99�Feast of the Apostles��7/18/99�A Man Born Blind Receives Sight��7/25/99�Open Discussion / Review��

8/1/99�Tempest Stilled��8/8/99�The Paralytic Cured��8/15/99�Feast of Transfiguration��8/22/99�Feast of Virgin Mary��8/29/99�Great Catch of Fish��

9/5/99�Open Discussion / Review��9/12/99�Coptic New Year��9/19/99�Lazarus Raised From Death��9/26/99�A Woman Taken in Adultery��

10/3/99�The Samaritan Woman��10/10/99�The Sermon on the Mount��10/17/99�Open Discussion / Review��10/24/99�Our Father Who Art In Heaven��10/31/99�A Visit to Mary & Martha��

11/7/99�Jesus Cleans the Temple��11/14/99�Cursing The Fig Tree��11/21/99�Jesus Visits Zacchaeus��11/28/99�The Widow Gives Her Mite��

12/5/99�Open Discussion / Review��12/12/99�Virgin Mary's Temple Entry��12/19/99�The Promise to Zacharia��12/26/99�The Angel's Promise to St. Mary��Date�Lesson��1/2/2000�St. Mary's Visit to Elizabeth��1/9/2000�Holy Nativity��1/16/2000�Feast of Circumcision��1/23/2000�Holy Epiphany��1/30/2000�Open Discussion / Review��

2/6/2000�Miracle At Cana��2/13/2000�Christ Presented in the Temple��2/20/2000�The Rich Young Man��2/27/2000�The Pharisee & the Publican��

3/5/2000�Open Discussion / Review��3/12/2000�Jesus Tempted in the Wilderness��3/19/2000�Feast of the Cross��3/26/2000�Events of the Holy Pascha Week��

4/2/2000�Entry into Jerusalem��4/9/2000�The Lord's Supper��4/16/2000�Jesus' Crucifixion��4/23/2000�Palm Sunday��4/30/2000�Eater Sunday��

5/7/2000�The Resurrection��5/14/2000�Open Discussion / Review��5/21/2000�Jesus Walks on Water��5/28/2000�Jesus Selects His Disciples��

6/4/2000�Christ's Entry into Egypt��6/11/2000�The Ascention of Our Lord��6/18/2000�Holy Pentecost��6/25/2000�Open Discussion /  Review��

7/2/2000�Jesus Heals A Demon Possessed�����





the parable of the fool rich man





Bible Reference:	Luke 12: 16 - 21





Golden Verse :	"Seek the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added to you."  Luke 12:31





Lesson Aim:



1.  Better appreciation of the kingdom of God; understand that the important thing is our life cannot be measured in terms of dollars and cents (the net worth)

2.  Distinguish between the luxuries and necessities of life

3.  Pursue heavenly inheritance, not worldly wealth





Lesson Notes:



1.  The rich man was a fool because he was covetous (greedy).

2.  He forgot about the poor, the widows and the needy.

3.  He depended on his riches and on hoarding worldly wealth instead of seeking the kingdom of God.

4.  Being greedy also hurts others; greed drives men to seek other people's wealth.  

5.  Worrying about the wealth and the abundance

6.  Contrast the rich man with the examples of the ravens and lilies (verses 22-31) to show the children that God provides and that we should trust in Him.

7.  Finally, contrast between the treasures in heaven and those on earth.





Exercises:



Choose one thing that you like most and learn not to seek it or hoard it.
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the parable of the SOWER





Bible Reference:	Luke 8:4-15





Golden Verse :	"He who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life."  John 5:24





Lesson Aim:



1.  How to hear the word of God and follow it

2. Where to find the word of God

3.  Start a program of regular (daily) Bible study





Lesson Notes:



1.  The sower is God Himself.

2.  The seeds of God are His words.

3.  The heart of man is as soil.

4.  The nature of the soil determines the success of the planting:

a) The seed that fell by the roadside is like the word of God that is heard carelessly.

b) The seeds sown upon the rocks are like those on whom the word makes some impressions, but they are not deep and durable ones;  in time of temptation they fall.

c) The pleasures of life are as dangerous as the thorns that choke the good seed of the word.

d) The good ground which brings good fruit is the honest and good heart.  It is firmly close to God.  That person hears the word of God, understands and keeps it.  Where the word is well kept, there will be fruits.



Exercise:



Start a program of daily Bible readings with your students.

��





the parable of the PRODIGAL SON





Bible Reference:	Luke 15:11-32





Golden Verse :	"There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."   Luke 15:10





Lesson Aim:	The students should learn about:

1.  sorrow for sin

2. God's forgiveness

3.  confession





Lesson Notes:



1.  God is a father to all mankind, including sinners.

2.  Sin leads to:

a) Departure and distancing from God

b) Perpetual dissatisfaction

c) Death ("This my son was dead ...")

3.  Repentance:

a) Thinking about one's sins: "He came to himself"

b) Do something about it by going to our Heavenly Father: "I will arise and go to my father".

c) With the help of the Holy Spirit, one confesses his faults and sins: "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you",

d) Be humble: "I am no longer worthy to be called your son.  Make me like one of your hired servants".

4.  The reception of the father shows:

a) Great love and affection

b) Mercy



Exercise:



Let us go to confession this week
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the parable of the RICH MAN & LAZARUS





Bible Reference:	Luke 16:19-31





Golden Verse :	"If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead."   Luke 16:31





Lesson Aim:	

1. Caring for the poor

2. Wealth or poverty by themselves don't lead to the Kingdom of God.

3.  Do not delay repentance





Lesson Notes:



1.  Lazarus means My God, My helper.

2.  The richman represents the Jews who received the wealth of the word of God; Lazarus represents the Gentiles.

3.  Notice that Lazarus was humble, patient, and didn't complain while the richman was proud, didn't care about the poor, and didn't even think about the kingdom of God.
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FEEDING THE MULTITUDE





Bible Reference:	John 6:1-14





Golden Verse :	"The blessing of the Lord makes [one] rich,  And He adds no sorrow with it.."   Proverbs 10:22





Lesson Aim:	

1.  The need for God to bless our limited resources

2.  God started the miracle with a prayer of Thanksgiving; we should always do the same in our prayers.

3.  Notice the care that was taken for the leftover fish and bread; learn to make no waste of God's blessings and gifts.



Lesson Notes:



1.  In the series of God's miracles, once again the Bible shows us that Jesus Christ has power over everything He created; this time it is food.



2.  Why did Jesus ask his disciples to feed the multitude?

a) to try their faith

b) to show them (and us) their limited resources without him

c) to give them a chance to share what they have (2 fish and five loaves)

d) to show us that the church (represented here by the disciples) may look poor and in need, but God uses it to feed His children.



3.  Two miracles about feeding the multitude were mentioned in the Bible:

a) This one refers to God's care for the Jews.

I.   The five loaves of bread refer to Moses' five books.

II.  The two fish refer to the old Testament and the Testament of John the Baptist.

III. The 12 baskets refer to the 12 tribes, now replaced by the 12 apostles.

b) Feeding the 4000 (Matthew 15: 32 - 39) refers to God care for the Gentiles.

I.  The seven loaves of bread refer to the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit (see Isaiah 11: 2).

II.  The few little fish are His poor disciples.

III. The seven large baskets refer to the seven Churches in Revelations 1: 4.
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A MAN BORN BLIND RECEIVES SIGHT



Bible Reference:	John 9:1 - 41



Golden Verse :	"I am the light of the world."  John 9:5



Lesson Aim:	

1.  God, Jesus Christ, can give sight to a man born blind.

2.  Compare and contrast the two kinds of blindness, physical and spiritual.

3.  Show the strong belief of the blind man in Jesus Christ.



The Miracle:

1.  God doesn't miss a chance to do good without benefiting from it.

2.  Sometimes we ask with the disciples: are the sufferings of this world a punishment from God because of sin?

a) The sufferings and tribulations of this world are not punishments but are for the glory of God.

b) God is glorified through a tribulation that may last for a long time; therefore we should never worry.

3.  Good deeds should never be postponed for the sake of keeping the Sabbath.

4.  God's power is revealed in Jesus Christ when He created from clay and eye for the blind man just as He created Adam from dust.

5.  The obedience and faith of the blind man is shown when he goes to wash in the pool of Siloam.



The Effect of the Miracle:

1.  The Pharisees:

a) hardened their hearts and resisted the faith

b) cared about worthless details that cannot reveal to them God's glory: "Was he born blind?  Why did he do that on the Sabbath?"  By this, they blinded themselves from seeing the Divinity of Jesus Christ.  We can compare them with the blind man and his simple answer: "You don't know where He is from, and yet He has opened my eyes?! "

c) The result of all this is that they blasphemed God saying, "He is a sinner."

2. The Simple People:

accepted and believed: "How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles?"

3.  The Blind Man:

a) believed and received the blessing

b) started to preach in the name of Jesus Christ, teaching and rebuking the Pharisees

c) was not afraid of the Jews like his parents



The Result of the Miracle:

God came to the world to give the sight of faith to the simple.  As for those who proclaimed to be knowledgeable with books, their pride has made them blind.



Exercises:

1.  Let us give thanks to God because of His love towards us; He gave us many blessings such as the blessing of sight.

2.  God is able to do everything; by obedience and faith, He is able to give us everything we need because He loves us and cares about us.
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JESUS CALMS THE STORM



Bible Reference:     	Matthew 8:23-27



Golden Verse :         "Why are you fearful, O you of little faith?"  Matthew 8:26



Lesson Aim:



Show that Jesus has power over everything He created, including the sea.

Our faith in God protects us through difficulties.



Lesson Notes:



The disciples followed the instructions of Christ; those who follow Him must count on difficulties.

The storm reminds us of the church's survival in the troubled sea the world.  The devil creates the storm, trying to defeat God's church.

The storm and God's sleep were meant for the sake of the disciples; He slept at that time to try their faith and to strengthen it.

Although Christ slept in His body, His Divinity does not sleep.  He takes care of us and watches over us.

The church also teaches us that the sleeping of Jesus refers to us when we ignore Him and forget about Him.  God allows the storm so we can remember Him.

The disciples went to Jesus and tried to wake Him up because of their dependence on Him.  They believe that indeed He is the only one that can save them.

Why did Christ rebuke His disciples?  Christ may be asleep but He will not let them perish.

The wind and the sea obey Him; this shows Christ's Divinity.  Only God can say a word and the wind and sea obey.



Exercise:



     In times of hardship and tribulation, let us seek God for He alone is able to save us from our hardship.
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JESUS HEALS A PARALYTIC





Bible Reference:       Mark 2:1-12 



Golden Verse :         When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven you."  Mark 2:5 



Lesson Aim: 



   1.God takes care of us when we get sick. 

   2.God forgives our sins. 

   3.We need faith to benefit from God's miracles. 



Lesson Notes: 



   1.Why did the crowd gather around Jesus? 

        1.Most came because they loved God and wanted to hear His words. 

        2.Some came out of curiosity. 

        3.The scribes came to criticize Him. 

   2.The four friends 

        1.They represent the whole Church (Bishops, Priests, Deacons, and Laymen). 

        2.They love their sick friend and went through a lot of troubled for him. 

        3.They believed in Jesus Christ. 

        4.They had strong faith capable of conquering all difficulties. 

   3.The healing of the paralytic 

        1.The source of his sickness was cured first; his sins were forgiven. 

        2.He was healed because of his friends' faith -- Intersection. 

        3.He was given the energy to carry his own bed. 

   4.The results of the miracle 

        1.The forgiveness of the man's sins 

        2.The healing of the paralytic 

        3.A blessing for the four friends 

        4.The crowds believed in God 

        5.The scribes denied God and His power
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Feast Of Transfiguration



Bible Reference:      Mark 9:2-13 



Golden Verse :         "This is My beloved Son. Hear Him!"  Mark 9:7 



Lesson Aim: 



   1.An  introduction about the Trinity 

   2.The meaning of Transfiguration 

   3.God wants us to know that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 



Lesson Notes: 



   1.  The word Transfiguration means a change in appearance.  The divine nature of Jesus is announced to us. 

   2.  Christ's Transfiguration before crucifixion: 

To strengthen the disciples' faith when they see His weakness on the cross 

That they may accept the cross 

   3.  Why the He select Peter, James and John? 

He selected 12 to preach his words around the world.  He selected only three to testify of His Divine nature. 

Three is a complete number of witnesses. 

Only a few saw Christ's glory so that the others can benefit from being "believers without seeing". 

James was the first disciple to die and John was the last. 

   4.  Why did He select Moses and Elijah? 

Moses represents the law. 

Elijah represents the prophecies. 

Both talked about the Divinity of Christ. 

   5.  The difference between the appearance of the Father at this time and His appearance in the Old Testament: 

Here God the Father appears gently in a cloud.  In the old Testament, He appears through thunder and lightning. 

The main difference in that Jesus Christ is the only One through Whom we can see God and be in His presence. 

   6.  The presence of Moses and Elijah with Peter, James and John shows the unity between the heavenly Church and the earthly Church.
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The Miraculous Great Netting Of Fish





Reference:          Luke 5:1-11 



Golden Verses: 



      "Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net." Luke 5:5



Lesson Goal: 



        1.Our dependence a God for all our needs, spiritual and material 

        2.Our obligation to preach the word of God 



Lesson Notes: 



1.The purpose of this miracle was to let the disciples leave everything and follow God.  From that time on, Christ wanted them to be with Him full-time.  In that context, the fish is a symbol of the believers, and the netting refers to preaching the word of God. 



2.We should notice that preaching the word of God without Him is fruitless -- "We have toiled all night and got nothing."  But when we follow the Commandments of God, our missionary work will be fruitful. 



3.Notice also the readiness and obedience of the disciples to the command of Christ. 



4.We must not quit preaching because we have no success; we must continue to let down the net. 



5.When all doors are closed in our faces, we should turn to God.  He will not give us only peace, salvation and spiritual gifts but also our earthly needs. 



6.The impression on Peter: 

Humility and self denial 

Thought of himself unworthy 



7.The end result: they left everything and followed Christ.
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