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THE SANCTUARY AND ALTAR

Bible Reading:  Exodus chapter 25 and Revelations 5: 6-14

Golden Verse: 

"And every creature which is in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard saying, ‘Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever’" Revelations 5: 13

Lesson Aims:

1. To teach children about things they see in the sanctuary
2. To convey the idea of the sanctuary as a holy place
Lesson Notes:

1. The sanctuary is one of the holiest of places. It is considered as heaven itself, for it is the house of God.
2. The sanctuary has an altar, a canopy, a tribune, and a niche on the eastward wall

a. The Altar
(a) Where we have the Sacrifice; the Body and Blood of Christ
(b) We do not put anything on top of the altar except the sacred vessels, the gospel, and candles.

· The sacred vessels are an ark, chalice, paten, asterisk, and a spoon.

(c) The altar may be used only once each day. That is why we sometimes see more than one altar in a church.

b. The Canopy is usually a dome made out of wood or stone which covers the altar. In old churches it had curtains which veiled the sacrifice.

c. The Tribune consists of seven semi-circle steps which lead to the seat of the bishop in the cathedral church.

d. The Niche is on the eastern wall of the sanctuary. It always has a picture of our Lord Jesus Christ. It should have a light as a symbol of the star of Bethlehem or a small window to allow sunlight to enter the sanctuary.





Exodus 25

	1
	Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:

	2
	"Speak to the children of Israel, that they bring Me an offering. From everyone who gives it willingly with his heart you shall take My offering.

	3
	"And this is the offering which you shall take from them: gold, silver, and bronze;

	4
	"blue, purple, and scarlet thread, fine linen, and goats' hair;

	5
	"ram skins dyed red, badger skins, and acacia wood;

	6
	"oil for the light, and spices for the anointing oil and for the sweet incense;

	7
	"onyx stones, and stones to be set in the ephod and in the breastplate.

	8
	"And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.

	9
	"According to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make it.

	10
	"And they shall make an ark of acacia wood; two and a half cubits shall be its length, a cubit and a half its width, and a cubit and a half its height.

	11
	"And you shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and out you shall overlay it, and shall make on it a molding of gold all around.

	12
	"You shall cast four rings of gold for it, and put them in its four corners; two rings shall be on one side, and two rings on the other side.

	13
	"And you shall make poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold.

	14
	"You shall put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark, that the ark may be carried by them.

	15
	"The poles shall be in the rings of the ark; they shall not be taken from it.

	16
	"And you shall put into the ark the Testimony which I will give you.

	17
	"You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold; two and a half cubits shall be its length and a cubit and a half its width.

	18
	"And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work you shall make them at the two ends of the mercy seat.

	19
	"Make one cherub at one end, and the other cherub at the other end; you shall make the cherubim at the two ends of it of one piece with the mercy seat.

	20
	"And the cherubim shall stretch out their wings above, covering the mercy seat with their wings, and they shall face one another; the faces of the cherubim shall be toward the mercy seat.

	21
	"You shall put the mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the Testimony that I will give you.

	22
	"And there I will meet with you, and I will speak with you from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim which are on the ark of the Testimony, about everything which I will give you in commandment to the children of Israel.

	23
	"You shall also make a table of acacia wood; two cubits shall be its length, a cubit its width, and a cubit and a half its height.

	24
	"And you shall overlay it with pure gold, and make a molding of gold all around.

	25
	"You shall make for it a frame of a handbreadth all around, and you shall make a gold molding for the frame all around.

	26
	"And you shall make for it four rings of gold, and put the rings on the four corners that are at its four legs.

	27
	"The rings shall be close to the frame, as holders for the poles to bear the table.

	28
	"And you shall make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold, that the table may be carried with them.

	29
	"You shall make its dishes, its pans, its pitchers, and its bowls for pouring. You shall make them of pure gold.

	30
	"And you shall set the showbread on the table before Me always.

	31
	"You shall also make a lampstand of pure gold; the lampstand shall be of hammered work. Its shaft, its branches, its bowls, its ornamental knobs, and flowers shall be of one piece.

	32
	"And six branches shall come out of its sides: three branches of the lampstand out of one side, and three branches of the lampstand out of the other side.

	33
	"Three bowls shall be made like almond blossoms on one branch, with an ornamental knob and a flower, and three bowls made like almond blossoms on the other branch, with an ornamental knob and a flower-and so for the six branches that come out of the lampstand.

	34
	"On the lampstand itself four bowls shall be made like almond blossoms, each with its ornamental knob and flower.

	35
	"And there shall be a knob under the first two branches of the same, a knob under the second two branches of the same, and a knob under the third two branches of the same, according to the six branches that extend from the lampstand.

	36
	"Their knobs and their branches shall be of one piece; all of it shall be one hammered piece of pure gold.

	37
	"You shall make seven lamps for it, and they shall arrange its lamps so that they give light in front of it.

	38
	"And its wick-trimmers and their trays shall be of pure gold.

	39
	"It shall be made of a talent of pure gold, with all these utensils.

	40
	"And see to it that you make them according to the pattern which was shown you on the mountain.


Revelations 5: 6-14

	6
	And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.

	7
	Then He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.

	8
	Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.

	9
	And they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,

	10
	And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth."

	11
	Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands,

	12
	saying with a loud voice: "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, And strength and honor and glory and blessing!"

	13
	And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: "Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to Him who sits on the throne, And to the Lamb, forever and ever!"

	14
	Then the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever.
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% A cubical table placed in the midst of the
sanctuary on which the Holy Sacrifice is offered
(the Lord's Body and Blood).

¢ Around the altar there are four pillars that end
up with a dome called “ciborium” or “canopy”.

ST % The altar symbolizes the Lord Jesus Christ's
* grave.
gty
ALTAR BOARD

¢ A rectangular piece of wood with a cross at its midst, on
which is written the words “Alpha and Omega”.

¢ The Altar Board is anointed with Myron (Chrism).

¢ When necessary, the Eucharist may take place at any place as
long as there is an Altar Board.

ALTAR CLOTHING (coverings)

. +¢ Refer to the Lord Jesus Christ's grave clothes.
These coverings include:
1- A red cover - most probably - that covers the
whole altar, having a cross on each of its corners.
2- A while cover, smaller than the former.
3- The prospharine (Altar’s veil): a Greek word
which means to offer the oblation. It refers to the stone that
was placed on Christ’s tomb.

CONSECRATION OF THE ALTAR

¢ The elaborate service, rich in prayers and petitions, is a
reflection of the reverence felt towards the holy table, the place
where, at every celebration of the divine Liturgy, the actual
transformation of the bread and wine into the Body and Blood
of our Lord Jesus Christ takes place.

ALTAR CURTAINS

#+» The altar curtains are richly embroidered with texts and
figures in needle-work, or in golden and silvery tissues.

+ The altar curtain hangs before the door of the sanctuary.

ALTAR FANS (Flabellum)

. % The deacons use fans during the Eucharist referring
to the Cherubim.
«* Besides there are two circular metallic fans, at the
midst of which is drawn the figure of a cherub. It is
used in festival processions.

ALTAR LIGHTS

+¢ Lights to illumine the church, its sanctuary, and the
altar, which must be lit during the liturgy and other
prayers, even if services are held in daylight.

** Inside the sanctuary two candle lamps must remain
constantly lit: one in the eastern niche, and the other
hanging down from the dome above the altar. During
liturgical prayers two large candles are placed on
candlesticks, one to the north and the other to the
south of the altar.

¢ Two wooden or metallic altar candlesticks are put
on either sides of the altar, and not upon it.

¢ They refer to the two angels who were in the grave
of our Lord.

From “Dictionary of Church Terms"” by Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty.






 NAME: ____________________________
first                                        last                                                       .
THE SANCTUARY AND ALTAR

Verse to memorize: 

	Blessing and honor and glory and power be to Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever.

Revelation 5:13


1. Match the sanctuary's object with its description:




Canopy



holds the chalice




Niche




represents the star of Bethlehem




Altar




situated in the eastern end of the sanctuary




Ark




a dome on top of the altar




Asterisk



carries the sacrifice in sacred vessels

2. Label the altar article figures on the right with their respective names on the left:

a. [image: image2.png][image: image3.png]


Asterisk 
b. [image: image4.emf][image: image5.jpg]


Chalice

c. [image: image6.jpg]


Paten

d. Ark

3. Spoon

4. The following can be placed on top of the altar, except:

[image: image7.emf]

a) The sacred vessels



b) Candles



c) Gospel



d) Deacon's arms for leaning



e) Ark for the chalice

5. The sanctuary represents



a) Heaven



b) The Holy of Holies



c) The house of God



d) All the above

6. Why do some churches have more than one altar in the same sanctuary?
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