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THE CHURCH - THE HOUSE OF GOD

Bible Reading:  Genesis 28: 10-22

Golden Verse: 
"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven." Genesis 28: 17
Lesson Aims:

1. To understand the meaning behind the physical set-up of the church building 

2. To help the children understand the difference between the Church as a body of faith and the church as a building (Read also Ephesians 1: 22-23)

Lesson Notes:

1. What is the Church?
a. The holy place in which we gather to worship God
b. The body of faith
c. The Body of Christ
(1) Christ is the head of the Church

(2) We are the members

(3) The unity of the Church

(a) everywhere

(b) at all limes

(c) between the heavenly Church and the Church on earth

2. What does the church look like?
a. Like a ship

· Noah's Ark is a symbol of the Church which was the only way for salvation

b. Like a Cross

· A symbol of the Church being the crucified Body of Christ.

Note: The church always faces east, waiting for Jesus Christ who will come again from the east.

3. What do we see in the church?
a. The Sanctuary - The Holy of Holies representing heaven itself
b. The Icons - Remind us of our beloved saints in heaven who participate with us in celebrating the Divine Liturgy
c. The Domes - The church may have one dome representing Christ, three domes representing the Holy trinity, or five domes representing Christ and the four gospels.

d. The Columns - The church usually has twelve columns, representing the twelve apostles who carried the Church on their shoulders during the early period, when the Church spread around the world.
e. The Cross - The Cross is like our flag; like an army, we declare that we belong to no one but Jesus Christ.

4. When do we go to church?
a. On Sundays to attend the Divine Liturgy

b. During major feasts

c. During the week of Holy Pascha

d. For other occasions such as marriage, death, etc...

5. What do we do when we come to church?
a. Make the sign of the cross

b. Pray

c. Be quiet and pay attention




Genesis 28:10-22
	10
	Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran.

	11
	So he came to a certain place and stayed there all night, because the sun had set. And he took one of the stones of that place and put it at his head, and he lay down in that place to sleep.

	12
	Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.

	13
	And behold, the Lord stood above it and said: "I am the Lord God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants.

	14
	"Also your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.

	15
	"Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you."

	16
	Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it."

	17
	And he was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!"

	18
	Then Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put at his head, set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it.

	19
	And he called the name of that place Bethel; but the name of that city had been Luz previously.

	20
	Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me, and keep me in this way that I am going, and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on,

	21
	"so that I come back to my father's house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God.

	22
	"And this stone which I have set as a pillar shall be God's house, and of all that You give me I will surely give a tenth to You."



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	How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.

Genesis 28: 17


1. God told Moses to build Him a ____________ so that He may __________ among His people.

2. What is the Church?

a) our body

b) God's people

c) being in God’s presence

d) a place to worship God

e) all the above

3. As God's people, it is important for us to come to Church every Sunday in order to

a) Meet with God.

b) Talk with friends.

c) Eat Qorban.

d) Play and have fun.

4. ___________ ordered Moses to collect from ____________ what was needed to build a ___________.  Likewise, we should ____________ to our Church it needs.

a) List the three main divisions of the first Church:

b) The H____ of _________

c) The San__________

d) The ________yard
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